
SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE
 
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
 

SACEP is aninter-governmental organization, established in 1982by 
the Governments of ~ouli l Asia to fulfillhe fol:owing objectives: 

•	 To promote andsupport the protection, management
 
and enhancement of the environmentof South Asia,
 
individually, collectively andco-opratively
 

•	 Toencourage the judicious Lise of th"" resources of the 
environment with a view to alleviating poverty, reducing 
socio-economic disparities and improving ihe quality ot 
life of the people 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, lndia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka have r3tified tile Articles of Association of SACEP. 
Since 'i995, SACEP has been designated as the Secretariat for im
plementing theSouth Asian Seas Action Pian. deveioped 
under the UNEP Regional Seas Programme. 

Hon. Rukman Senanayake, Minister of Environment and Natural 
Resources of Sri Lanka is the present Chairman of the Governing 
Council of SACEP and theSouth Asian Seas Programme. 

Contact detail : 

#10, Anderson Road, Colo bo - 5
 
Sri Lanka
 

Phone: 94'i 589 T37
 
Fax: 941 5 . 369 

Email: s?ce @eurel<a.ik 



Organizational Structure 
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S.ACEP c urrently receiv es three types of financial 
assistance for its activities: 

1.	 Ann ual country.contributions from the 
mem ber countries-on a agre ed sca le of 
assessment 

2.	 Th e '~osting and support facili ties pro
vided from the Government of Sr i Lanka 
as the host country of the Secretariat. 

3.	 Financial assistance from bilateral and 
mult ilatera l donor agenc ies to implement 
proj ects and programme s . . 



Milestone Events 

1983: 
The first GoverningCouncil Meetingof SACEP aporoved 
the 15-priority subject areas identified by SACEPI 
UNEP/UNDP mission tobe implemented asprojects and 
programmes. .. 

•	 UNEP's 11 th GovemingCouncil designated theSouth Asian 
Seas as the 9th member of the UNEP's Regional Seas 
Programme and SACEP was requested to function as the 
Secretariat forimplementing its activities. 

1991: 
•	 Establishment of the SACEP's Regional Environment and 

Natural ResourceCentre (RENRIC) through aninitialTech
nicalAssistancegrant from ADB. 

1993: 
•	 SACEPsigned a MoU with the UNEP's Global Resource 

Information Database, Bangkok fora project titled 
• Regional Environmentlnformation Network forAsia and 
the Pacific ' tostrengthen the RENRIC centre activities by 
the initiation of South Asia Environment and Natural 
Resources Information Centre (SENRIC) 

1994: 
•	 SACED secured fundingfrom NORAD, for the implementa

tion of two pilot projectsof SSP1 ,Whichare now completed; 
. Assessment of Faunal Biodiversity in the Countries of South 

AsiaandCo-operation in CapacityBuildingforEnviron 
mental1raining. 

1995: 
. ' The South ASian Seas Action Planwasformally adopted by 

the maritime nations of SACEP at the Meetingof Plenipo
tentiariesheld in New Delhi. 

1998: 
•	 Male Declaration on Control andPrevention ofAirPollution . 

andits Likely TranboundaryEffectsfur SOuth Asia was 
adopted b'ytheEnvironment Ministers of the region at the 
71to GC Meeting of SACEP 

1999: 
•	 First South Asian Seas Inter Govemmental Meeting of 

Ministers'was held in Pakistan, where Priority Projectswere 
identified fortheProgramme Cycle 1999-2002, based on 
the current level ofenvironmental problems prevalent in the 
region 

2003: 
•	 SACEP signed a MoU with UNEP forco-operation in 

environment related activities in theSouth Asian RegioJ1 



Proj ect and Programme Activities 

SAC EP ' s programme activities are promoted within an agreed 
framework of Regional Co-operation for Environment all y 
Sound Sustainable Development. It includes the following 
subj ect ar eas: 
•	 Institutional Strengthening and Ca pacity Building 
•	 Conservation and Sustainable Management of Ecosystems 
•	 Pollution Assessment and Contro l 
•	 Environmental Information, Reporting and Networks 
•	 Environmental Educat ion and Aw areness 

The proj ect and programme activities implemented by SA CEP, 
since its inception can be broadly grouped in to following time 
frames; 1983- I991, 1992-1 99 6 (SSP I) and 1996-2000 (SSP2) . 
Activities under the South Asian Seas Programme are being 
impl emented from 1995 . New projects and Programme activi
ties to be implemented wer e identified under SSP3 , which is a 
follow up of SSP 1 and SSP2. 

In 2002, an internal revi ew of SA CEP was carried out with the 
ass istance from UNL P and the rec ommendations of this review 
were endorsed at the Speci al Sess ion of the Gov erning Council 
ofSACE P held in January 2003. UNE P and SACEP signed a 
MoU on Co-operation in the field of Env ironment in February 
2003. Th e above initiatives are now to be follow ed up by the 
preparation ofa detailed future Work programme for SACEP. 

Activities under implementa tion 

l. South Asian Seas Programme 

•	 National and Regional Oil Spill Contingenc y Planning 
•	 National and Regional Action Plan s for Protectin g the 

Marine Environ ment from Land-based Activities 
•	 Physical Alteration and Destru ction of Habitats 
•	 Mun icip al Wastewater and Sewage 
•	 State of Marine Assessment 
•	 Cora l Reef related activities 
•	 Esta blishment of Centres o f Excellence in the 

areas of Inte grated Coas ta l Zone Man agement, 
Bi odi versi ty and Oil Sp ill Contingency Planning, Land 
Based Acti vitie s (GPA) and Assessment and Monitoring 



Activ ities under implementation Cont .. ... 

2.	 South Asia Environment and Natu ral Resources 
Information Centre (SENRIC) 

•	 Assessment and Reporting of the St a ~e of Environment 
•	 Tranboundary Air Pollution and its likely Effec ts for 

South Asia 
•	 National Council for Sustainable Development 
•	 National Sustainable Development Strategies 

3,	 Other SACEP Programmes 

•	 Implementation of the Environment al Education
 
Action Plan
 

•	 Development of South Asian Handbo ok on
 
Environmental Legislation ,,'
 

•	 Environment Legislation : Compliance «il ~ " ,
 

Enforcement
 

C Recent I'ubUealion, 

•	 SACEP Newsletter (a quarterly News Bulletin) 
.	 , National State of the Environment Reports of 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan -in print . 

•	 State of Environment South Asia 2001 

•	 Children of the Monsoon ( A youth perspective of 
the State of the Env i ronrri~nt in t;le' ~o'Jth Asian 
Region) 

•	 South Asia Environment Education and Training 
Action Plan 2002-200 '7 ' r, ; 

•	 Overview on Land-based S'ources and Activities 
Af:ecti!lg. the MarineE~ ~ir9 ~!netit in the South 
ASIan Seas ' . . 

" . 1 . . ' ,.	 South Asia Handbook 'of Treaties and other 
. "	 , • I I " . ' I

LegalInstruments . . . . 

•	 Coi llpe'ndium of SLiinm ~ri e s Of J~di c i ",1 Decisions in 
Env i ronme~t Related Cases . 



Planned Work Programme for 2003-4 

At the recently held Special Session of the Governing Counci I 
of SACEP. the following activities were recommended to be 
taken up as future work programme of the organiza tion. 

I.	 Development of a Regional Strategy for implementation 
of WSSD outcomes including Plan of Implementation 
and WEHAI3 framework in conformity with the National 
Plans of Implementation. 

2.	 Compliance and Enforcement of Multilateral 
Environment Agreements (MEAs). 

3.	 Development of common legislative framework and 
delive ry mechanism at regional level 
re lating to following areas; 

a. Coastal zone management 
b. Environmental impact assessment 
c. Assessment and documentation of bio-diversity 

4.	 Establishment of Regiona l Activ ity Centres for South 
Asian Seas Programme' s priority areas. 

5.	 Conservation and Management of Water Resources 
6.	 Implementation of programme for Water and Sanitation 

Delivery and Efficiency including Sewage Management 
7.	 Environment-Energy, Health. Livelihood linkages for the 

poor who depend mainly on natura l resources 
8.	 Initiation of Environmentally sound management pro

gramme for dismantling of ships in the South Asian 
Region 

Specia l Session of the SACEP Governing Counc il
January 2003 , Colombo, Sri Lanka 
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