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E.   THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN 
 

1 General shipping related country information 

 

1.1 Pakistan has a coastline of 1,046 km bordering the Arabian Sea.  Numerous deltas and estuaries with 

extensive inter tidal mudflats and their associated wetlands occur along Pakistan’s coastline.  The Indus delta has an 

estimated 3,000 km
2
 of delta marshes with vast areas of mangroves.  Rocky shores are also a major feature in Pakistan 

along with sandy beaches. 

 

1.2 The main industries embrace textiles, food processing, beverages, construction materials, clothing, paper 

products, tanneries, leather goods and shrimp.  The main export commodities are cotton, wheat, rice, molasses, fruits, 

vegetables, milk and beef.  Import commodities include crude oil, petroleum products, machinery, transportation 

equipment, vegetable oils, animal fats and chemicals. 

 

1.3 The Indus and other rivers are monitored for organic/chemical pollution, industrial discharges, thermal 

pollution and oil spills.  High oxygen demands, high water and sediment toxicity and high phenolic concentration 

have all contributed to loss of biodiversity, decaying mangroves and other ecological damage.  These pollutants reach 

the coastal waters along with the tidal currents forcing the marine life to migrate offshore. 

 

2 Status of ratification of MARPOL 73/78 

 

2.1 Pakistan acceded to MARPOL 73/78 Annexes I and II and accepted Annexes III to V of the Convention.  It is 

placing emphasis on the obligation to ensure availability of adequate reception facilities as required by the 

Convention. 

 

3 Maritime activities including commercial Shipping and fisheries 

 

3.1 The current national merchant marine consists of some 14 ships aggregating approximately 400,000 grt.  The 

composition of the fleet is mainly dry bulk, general cargo ships and one oil tanker.  These vessels operate in strict 

compliance with the IMO standards. 

 

3.2 Four oil companies that handle the import/export of crude oil and petroleum products, including the inland 

distribution, operate in Pakistan.  These are the Pakistan State Oil, and joint ventures of CALTEX, SHELL and 

PARCO (Pak.Ara.Co.).  The state operates the four oil refineries in the country. 

 

3.3 The licensing of fishing boats falls under the Ministry of Fishing.  There are between 8,000 to 9,000 fishing 

boats in operation with a length of less than 24 metres, and five larger fishing vessels chartered in from Taiwan, S. 

Korea and China.  Some 2,000 fishing boats are normally in the Fish Harbour in Karachi. 

 

4 Administrative aspects 

 

4.1 The Director General of Ports and Shipping reporting to the Ministry of Communication is responsible for the 

operations of the ports and shipping.  Moreover, he is responsible for delegating the training of personnel to the 

Pakistan Marine Academy and the Seaman Training Centre.  The Ministry deals with all IMO issues, and has ensured 

that the applicable IMO Conventions’ standards are incorporated into national law.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

communicates with the IMO.  However, the authorities in Karachi nominate the key personnel that represent the 

nation at IMO meetings.  The Technical Section of the Director General of Ports and Shipping deals with maritime 

safety, protection of the marine environment, certification, surveys, statutory rules, port state control, shipping 

casualties and investigations.  The Mercantile Marine Department registers the national fleet, and employs surveyors 

for statutory survey and Port State Control.  A Directorate under the Director General of Ports and Shipping deals 

with ports, marine transportation, development programmes and the recruitment of seamen.  The country provides 

qualified seafarers for employment in international commercial fleets. 
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APPENDIX I 
 

MARPOL 73/78, Annexes I, II & V: Permissible/restricted discharges of substances 
 

Discharge criteria of Oil 
 
Oil tankers of 150 grt. 
and above and other 
ships of 400 grt. And 
above  

Discharge criteria for chemical tankers – Annex 
II substances. 
Below water line with 25 metres depth, 12 
nautical miles from shore, steaming minimum of 
12 knots 

Sea Area 
outside 
“Special 
Area”: less 
than 50 
n.m. from 
nearest 
land 

More than 50 
nautical miles from 
land 
 
 

A B C D 

No discharge except 
when: 
 
1. Ship is proceeding en 

route; and  
2. the oil content of the 

effluent without 
dilution does not 
exceed 15 ppm; and  

3. the ship has in 
operation oil filtering 
equipment with 
automatic 15 ppm 
stopping device; and  

4. for oil tankers, the 
bilge water does not 
originate from cargo 
pump-room bilges nor 
is not mixed with oil 
cargo residues. 

 
 
NIL 
 
Manual Pre 
wash. 
 
Delivery to 
Reception 
Facilities 

 
 
1 ppm 
in 
wake 
of ship 

 
 
1 ppm in 
wake of 
ship. 
 
Maximum 
quantity 
from each 
tank: 
 
1 cubic 
metre or 
1/3000 of 
tank 
capacity 

 
 
1 sub. in 10 
parts of 
water. 
 
Maximum 
quantity 
from each 
tank: 
 
No limit 
 

No 
discharge 
except:  
 
clean or 
segregated 
ballast (As 
for 
“Special 
Areas”)  

No discharge 
except either: 
 
1. Clean or 

segregated 
ballast; or 
when: 

2. The tanker is en 
route; and  

3. the 
instantaneous 
rate of 
discharge of oil 
does not exceed 
30 litres per 
n.m.; and 

4. the total 
quantity of oil 
discharged does 
not exceed 
1/15,000 for 
existing tankers, 
or 1/30,000 for 
new tankers of 
the total 
quantity of 
cargo which 
was carried on 
the previous 
voyage; and  

5. the tanker has in 
operation at 
least an oil 
discharge 
monitoring and 
control system. 
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APPENDIX I (cont.) 

Restriction on Disposal of Garbage from Ships at Sea under MARPOL 73/78 Annex V 
 

Material Outside special area In special area 
Plastic Prohibited Prohibited 
Dunnage, packing etc. Over 25 n.m. offshore Prohibited 
Food waste Over 12 n.m. offshore Over 12 n.m.offshore 
Garbage – not food Over 12 n.m. offshore Prohibited 
Ground-up garbage Over 3 n.m. offshore Prohibited 
Ground-up food waste Over 3 n.m. offshore Over 12 n.m. offshore 

 
 
 

* * * 
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