Prlme Mmister,_ R..
Premadasa . yesterday
dtud ‘that South Agfas ,
urgently needed an al: "
ternative development,
model and such model
should be based .‘on
principles of self-reli-
ance popular partici-
pation and. utillzation
of local resources.

The Prime Minister
was delivering the in-
augural addregs at the
firet Governing Coun-
cil of t‘.he South Asia
Co-operative
ment Program,
WP) at  the
ychtexday

Mr, Premadaga cnll-

(SAC
BMICH

" ‘ed upon the SACEP to

:sadd.

" cess

address its.mind: on
the possibilities  of
.. modifying the preva-

lent. pattern of deve-
lopment, and lfey
styles to suit the culs

tural " patterng ang?
traditiong on. the re-,
. &lon, |
The Prime  Minjs-

ter, ' who stresseq the:

Impoitance of env]ron-

ment to development
“I4 is. st fully)
not reallsed that deve-
vzlopment and the pro-!
of  development!
restg mamly upon' the

underpinningg of  the
. enviyonment, The en-
' vironmental * under-,
pinnings of ouy CLOHD'
mic ' .systemg have to
" be made secure,  We
have to provide evyi-

%

. future

.- noy sacrifice the’
< vironment,

_of their citjzeng

' dence of being able to

sustain ‘present and
development.
‘ Otherwise economlic
dislocntlons and oul-
ight blct;kdowns
would become the do-
minant feafure [n the
.years ahead of us'.'
“The  environmental
and developmental
problems that we face
are daunting, Our
problems  of wides-
pread povert.y and un-
—employmcnt, coupled
with large and grow-

. Ing populationg  re-
‘quire fundamentnl
and innovative think-

{ing” the Prime Mim«,-
'ter added,

Trade and Shipping
- Minister Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, who presi-
~ded, said that In their
eagemess- for deve-
Jopment the South
Asian countries should
en-
“Many de-
veloped countrieg rals-
-ed the living standards
buf;
=damaged the environ-

Imviron- -

ment "“We who are
late In .devel'dpment
‘must learn from the
mistakes of the  ad-
vanced countries, We
must ink  develop-

ment to environment,
It would not be diffi-

cult for us to do that

as our religions and
culture uffordq an im-
portant place of en-
vinronment” he said,
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Lmk development 1o
'envu*onment says PM~

lcher, -Deputy Executive -
* Director,
‘ coming progress made -:
by SACEP said: This

Mr'y Peter 'St Thas]

UNEP wel-

- council- meeting 15 an

. the UNEP welcome not :

i

exampie which we {n

only because of itg sly-.

. nificance  for the
future well-being
the people of the re

gion. hut as an exam-

ple to encourage simi-

lar .co-operative actlon -

in_other reglong”,

1983,

of -

Dr, Leslle Herath,
Direcl. r, SACEP, trac-
led thic nistorical deve-
lopmerig of the SACEP
‘and suid a  practieal
progr. m action
| shou. drawn to
bhenet:
jta  Whole,

Eight countrieg par-
ticipated— Sri Lanka
Afghoajstan;” Bhutan,
Nepa!. Iran, India, Pak-
. istan and Maldives,
(Tex. of P.M,’s speech

aw-Tage 9).°

of

-

the region Bs ..





