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L .. ·.. 
SA.J~EP p'arley.:i '· ' 

'	 D'~velopnient process 
' 
'de,p~nds'on underpinnings

' ,

of·' envir(nn~lent 
:(8y Chris!ine Nadarajah) . l He stressed the need fcll' co-
DevelQpmeni' ll.nd ·the process I oper'ation and mutual dependence 

Jfdevelopmerit'depended mainly :i qmong, nalions. -. ~spc;cially 
on the underpinnings' of. the I neighbouring nallons In Ihe South 
environment which. therefore . ,, ' A~iim region,.-
haVe t.o be made secure, obServed p.';~( ·i~T11e i'mportance of SACEP 
Prime Minisj .. r . Premi\das!! ,I li~s 'Inot only in its being tht IiI.rst 
Yesterday;. '. :- ~" '\.. step towards co-operall vc, '.Icllon 

, 	 I d" Addressing dele.gate~ a,t tl~efirs~ l in thisregiof)-bul lle S~II' lt an 
Governing Council mc;etlllg of the ,' commltme.nt With which lhcse 
South : A.si·.a nCo-oper. !!. ti,v,e i. co. untries, ... includl,ng SOl)1c,~ .' til d'. Envii-onmen't ProgrammeaJ jh~: I';·~~te~orised a's ' :'le,as ' ceve ope .• , 

. BMICH Mr. Premadasa said, accepted the'lr ' [lnancl,1I 
· , ' . . , . . ' , , ' /' bTt" 'he 'ldded ' , 

. . .If .resIPo~SII. 1 les'd tl'e 1'0 ' osition 
. "Over six billion people will be l ;"'f -!ehanoounC;C'mell'IPtoPgifl a 
dd d . h' Id I l ot e I 'govern . . , . pi'

, ' a et.otlswlor .sooin;~ea~1 I ·ti~ildin~siteforth~eslablishment recognlsc~. tl~e IEnvabua I C 
I ~:blllto~ wII be. ,10 t le . out ~ 1. f he SACE P headquarters ill . ' assistance to' SAC .. P, Y t lC ;

I ASian regIOn, swelhng the rank,S " ~ It b . I UI.1it~d Nations. Envlro;nmcn\ 
I of the poor", . . . . ., Q om 'I., .. lie links between 

"1l1is will result in deforesta- 'I "1Des~nbdlngl ' I , nen\ as an , , . ' I , slelter·an t leenVlronl . ' ' .. tlOn, erOSIOn, desert, eneroac 1" ,;... ." . . ' lat'lo'nslll'I)" l . M r ' ' f IntrinSIC Ie " ment, pollution, ~carclly 0 water { Premadasa ur 'ed SACE P to tak(' . 
.ia.l)d ~P~eil9'<:lqoxICW!lstes: fiuch <,l , . this i~to 'consTderation and plan 
j .lw~rtd· ~' ~ ·o~~~,~, ! . sus,t,a .I ,f) . a, bl~ .! 
d !e:velopment that 'can me.et at a if· . ', . .. . . . 
.1 ~llllmu[~1...hurnan~eeds·'\'he said: !I 

Explatntng the \mportanc~ ,of. 
"-SACEP,.Mr.Premadasa said, 
I. ~The p~~s~nceor ' allndelega\es ' o ef rom l .llS ref glh I] redect~, t lk
~re:o~~~!J2,.Q_: ()· .l : ~.~~~_, ~ '.':;~:... : 

I

[,together to met;t the challenges of  
.' en¥ ironmental' managcmcnr in  
lour part of the world :. We are  ·me~~ing at a time ,when the  
, . resilience/ of the Interna tional  
I. econoiTlic system is beil]gs~verely  
\. tested".  
I Mr. PremadasljCl\prc:ssed .thut  
, , , I ' , "  I !t was apt llat ·thls meellng ",as 

. 

\ 

no forthesucessfullaullchingof' 
I ' \II ,I t t'l e UN G'ell'l:alliS 	 proposa 0 1 ~ 
.A:ssembly ~ the Internatinal Year 
of Shelter for the Homeless in ' 
1987: ' 

' ;";hulathmudaJi who chaireclthis 
meeting said that the problem of 
environment had been wllh us 
propably' ·even before . ma n':; 
existance on earth : 
' '~111e 'problem of cn;uring .<I 
breathable atmosphere for. mun , 

i~als and plants is juxtaposed 

b ' d tl " f . 'I '. ' . 7' . . '" .· ase on, le c~use. 0 tlC 'I IS easy . but tragic III f()rg~t thcIenVlronmt::nt "the means of Our !., effeci of this'on the en vil'onmcnt ", 
i sustenance and our further .' 'he said~ . 
~ lsurvlval'" . , . h· .. ' ., ' .' " 	 . -. ' -~' . ,~ .yJ~ln¥>. devcloplll g r.olliitfle!;.to 

\ learn from the d;lIlg( " into which 

. an 
I witli the problem of (ic\'Clopmcnt 
I. toda ",
,' y , . '.!1 "In o"r eaoerncss to devclop: \I 

. .... 

.Premi¢r: ' 
t . ~ . 

I ' j'twas rev~aled that duringa me ' 
! spari .of about 70 years,.an aver~ge 
: eitizo::n in an indllstnalised na~lon 

ut ilises 21,000 .sallons of. petrol, 
drai.ning the earth orvasl amOUIllS 

I of its resour~es " " 
"Wc are now conccntrating on.  

practical projects as we have,  
' alrc'eady \tarnt a · great deal 01 theo/y on this. The use of 

firewood as a fuel . . source, 
. d I 

environmcntal'.educ3110n an t le . reduclionof \i'asle are sleps
'\ . . " . f 
. towards the .preservatlon 0 our 

. : cnvii-cillment~"he 'add ed . 
i . Mr., Athulathmtldali also 

I 

Programme UNEP,.who \las . ~ct 
aside 500,000 for tillS work. : , .. D L' '1 ' Director of SACEP, r. . . !!S Ie . h '\He ra t h expla I ned t at. t le 
environment ,was , th~. m~nagc
ment and rallonal ~phsatlo/l of 
the resources base Ill . o[der th~t.. ..
devdoJlm~nt bene! It~ wouldacrue 
to .t,he ta~get gloups. In a 
sustamable. manner over t~me . . 

" Trade Minister ' Lalith"Bcfore we 100~ o~~slld e lor 
w!lat we. wafnt,. wei s ou I car'~lto 
l~?k .1I1slde . or_ w lat we lave, 1C 
s~,d.. . . , . 

I-ligh IJghtlllg some of S~CEP s 
achle vements ,dlll Ing the Pelst lew 
months, Dr. H.eralh s~.oke of th~ 
Rcglonal . ~eas Progl~mf!1e fOI 

,S0utl} ASlpn Seas, . [his ' ~as 
launched by SACEP and pas~ed
when ~hc.last UNEP Governing
Council mel. ' . ' . , 

" A not her .pro Jc c t bel n g: . ' ... ' , , 
Implemented at gl<lssrOo,ts .lcv~1 
1I0W, IS the co~trol of n~~l' .l!~,1I0C : 

I With non"IOXIC matell,lIs, · . he 
· ~s ~icl . 

~ He added that the enviroll-
~ developed. natlollS Lave iallen,.· . mCllt~1 haza rds cncountered in 

., I Minisler . Athulathll l'Jdali saicl, .the mcthods of mosquito control 
,; "Don't 'tloi nk the ea rl .\ resources can nLlW be avoided , 
~!:!iDflnjte"'-'..<,,- Deputy Exet:utive Director, 

. UNEP, Mr. Peter Thatcher also 
spoke . 
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