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i;.~J Cog~n!" .case::'-J~r ;:-~?rnis\ :: rund 
\ .,; ,, " . .. '. By Mallika' Wanigasun~ara 1< ":. I' 
\' :~ . " .. . . ',.. .. .. . . ., . . . ., ,'. ., .. . ', '. . ,.r"· Mtempt!j llIa.de' to 

h :' / , SACEP, tbe fledgling, lO-nation Sout~ · :A.&laq C()-operati ve En- t~p financial support ' 
l V.l~op:~erit . : Progr~ Which ·was fo~med' last ,.ye~r ,tor,' '~'9~' protection of . from Sweden ·and Den· 

' tpe' region's environ~ent is scraping the bottom~ .oft';l,e··Qarr61. It ,~s mark . had npt: been 
. . , , " . ~uccessful · so fa,r; 'he ,


t;n · &~yer~ , financial difficulties:. , said, ' : but he. called · 

r ,; '. . -:-" " . . '.', ,. ..' ",. '.., .... ':" .' .upon the membership : 

:.,IS r,or ,. the \ ·financlng Aut,hority ' and Addltio~ US ,dollru:s , PO,OOO .s.p- . ·. Mr, Wljedasa also to assi~t . with . the laun-II 

. Ii :of Its Institutional se~ pal ' SecretarY'" .M!nistry proximately for the ' set- ',reveal~d that the mOo h .f · 'h f d 
" , : . ot · I.pcal Govehunent, . ting up ' of the inst\Lu-' ·· rector of SACEP ,had q. Lpg .0 . sUy a un. \ 

, up 1~ ' Is \entirely depen- ~OUSll1~ and donstruc- . tion an~ · meeting ~ts ' "voluntarlly not ~ken ,'iieL~id t3i!.t such a : 
,' d~nt on " toPe contribu- t~on. m\lLie an unpasslo- annual contributions. rug salary, and only the 'f~d qould ..yleld Intel'- . 

. tiOl'-S of its mem,ber ned plea to member- ·UNEP .had made: a local" staff ,had been 'I est to . glv~ SACEP sta
i f,ountrtes, All .'~t , th~m nations to help- SACEP ,contribU,tiQn Qf dollar!, p a.id. . ' blllty ane sustain the 
, have pled~~ varymg' ov~rcomr these.' tDittal 40,000 while Afghal1~s- , He also made a ' co- I Institutional set-up in 
, amounts of money, but ·financlal ·diIDculties. He t~n ' ($: .' . 1500) and gimt case for the ' sett- ' the coming years. , 
some' of these contribu- .. wa:; " speaking .~i ' · the pe,kistan r ($3000) ' had ing up of a Trust Fund ; ,A committeecori· , 
t1o~ have ,n~t been re- meeting of. ,the · Goyern- ,sent in 'their contrl~u- which 'was one of th~ slsting .of ·, delegates 

. Ci!i.yed . upto . Q~te. . . ing .<;Jouncll now qri at tlonlk The contribution measu 'es endorsed by from &riLanka, PakIs
..ThIS .situation , has. the , J3MICH. of ':Bhutan , , . ($ ,1000) , the workshop which _ w.n, B~ngl.a.desh , ·Inum 

, to be viewed against , He S~ld ·t~at upto which was" .~nt had} 'preceded the on"going r~nd. .'the ·,Me.ldi'ves ,:. W:a<; ,Ltwo ' facts: the member : 19~2 ,Sri Lanka,. had . got tangleq up . in.\:~?me~eeting ot tIfe . Gov!!r- 1~' ~om1n~ted : to draft, thp. I 

cQuntries !\ore , · all o.t made a .contrii;!ut~?~ c;>f· b~k f?rtn,al1~i~:,' ~ ' , ning Council. ., " re-¥>lutlOn on the Trust 
f t1~m poorcountrtes, . . . . ,'.: _ . ._':':..--..d. ' . . . . , , ,. - -- . ~ -- : ·Fund. ,. :.' . 
i ' and. \ five of them~ · I .--'-~. - ' . ' . 


( .are .classified as' the 

~ ' ·le9.s( . : .d.ev~loped. · I~ 


R.ddition UN agencies 

ha.ve m~e it clear that 


, they- " will i p.o longe~ 

, meet ,the ,. institutional 

. cost.~ of ' organlsatlom 

·sllch .,as SACEP. ' But, 

"there ·will . be· no dim, 

.culty . .~n . garneririg


t funds ' for professIonal 

I lY. ·d~·wri .up, Vi~):>le 


.projects. .i , 


" ", Mr: . K. a. J. Wije, 

, dasa, a. ,me\TIber of .thf 

, Sri La.nka .delegation 

1·',.Cha.1nnan lofthe Cim 


tral ,: . En ironm~ntal 
i 

. ...~\ . ~ ;,.: ..; . I · • .: J', : .. -\-..o .j 
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k.~1ith .lauds , SACEP'_s~R~~n. ( f ~etion : 

',",'l'raAe ~d , ~~lp1>l,ng , breathBible a.tm~spher~ t, of .70 ye~s. It- is also ,Ji'eSel"Ve the environI,;Mln1ster , La1!th Athu- hM " !been felt 'since I estunated , that Indus, .i!<!nt without which we 
tl ' thm 'd 1 1" " " the 'world came Into :: trial prOln'ess In the ('annot sUrvlve;" ' Such
\ a. , u a I sa d Jt was, e.'!lstence, Ever since ; last hundred years haS ' ,-oncerted ,action i') ne
le,ncourll.i1ng ' , that, t!le the earth solid~ped out added over 15 per , cent ,, :['Sary partly 'because 
i'SA.CEP: had worked , ,ot Its '.original' cosmiC , to the ca.r'bon dioxide :. ', jj!L.I'blem ' IS not a 
) , ' t ' , " l' " " , ,' gases and diffused' content "of our , air, • ~ nutlonal one and, 
(QU , ,. ~ ,aetieal plan mater.1als , dust ' has Scientist/! say ' , that ' : tht-rref,ore ean~ot ' be ' 
I'of , act~on for ', I~ , v~ been the , ~lement in its fulthe.t' slgnltlcant In- ' I solved ~thln , the ' 
IJ lr.%, 9overning' co~n:: ~tmosPhere, . Very~arlY , c~eases may war~m up I' ,boundaries Of a , §Ingle' 
,! el!; : " meeting ' " whre- ,jn hlstorY,too; man was , t~ ' globe .so that the country, It i.s also ne- ! 
•as ' many Inte~at: al tanta~zed by ,the £lOS- Arctic and i Antartlo ,':essary 1&, M L tosether , 
[ , ' . ' , ,)) , slbl1ltles ' of venturlns ,ICe' Caps , 'Would ,melt , ',.>C{:a'USe the, majorjtyl 
~ptI!l!ttees , a~4 , fQn< out Of his natural en- ' and ' flOOd our 'lISU&jor of the programme's ' 

i ferencoo produ'ce "'", ,, ' viI'on~en~l~to '; space ; c,ltles. A.contra,ry .~u~ merr\lbers are as yet~ 
I pletl}qr~ , or pro' '$jUs and bene&tl'\ ,~ oceans. , ment, is that, the In- , ' undeveloped 1n many, 
,,' ~" ' " ' ~ , Wherever he went; , he creB;S~g sm~ : PO~u- ., ways-~n technology" in i 

: ~na '.. reconunenda~19P~. had to flnd ,r. breath- . tlon wQUld form a I expertise, and ' In finan-",
fMX'; A:tlll~lathmpdall; : as a'ble, atmosphere, The ; ' s~le14 agains'j; ' th~sun's I cW cBpWbllltY;" 'So"ln~ ; 
! fChal~man of' the Qo.v_anclent IRomans lGlew , rays an~;1tart , a ' return terchange an~" co-ope
I ' ' ' " ' ,
l erplPg , ?o~Cll" , ~,el, 
," comEX', the :, delegates,~, ~t 
!,the Inaugul'a.! sespl9ns.. 
"~n ' Thursda ' ' _ ' Y at BMII: ,CH. ' ,

I He said: 

'~ :: ..it Is ' . ,,' 


'" " , a ~a~ter t<:> be 
l,1a.p,py a.bou~a~q , to 

Il, ~ .. proud ' of-;--tnat ' the 
, tl ' f " , "I
nil. ons' 0 South As": , .. . ....,

l,; the majonty of Whom 

I
 
f
;' lI.re , ~ll~ht" ,~ , In, the 

t~availS ' of . th!>: ilevelop.-

, ' .. 't " . ' , . , ' " ' 
I ,mell, pr,~e:ss:. " have 

t " . ," " 
I , too , .. lon81 , ovedook\ld 
~ " , ' 
pby t!le develop~ coun-
I trles':"":'that IS, ~hesubt1e 
i lO~ ' term , d~~ge~ 01 

-,:,.. ' " " ' , ' ' 
' ,epvtronmental , pol~J,l-

,t10n, Today, ma!}y ot 
r thl: foremost 'induStrial 
! "1t1 " t ' t"~ Id 
; C ,es 0 " -I{" wor 
h lJlpear ' to~' almoSt' 
, " : 
I smothereq. lJl ,envlron
pl~ptal ' pro~~em.s , and 

the fundamentaJ,s ' ot to th~ Ice ' Age, All !. ration among -'themls 
man's requlreiI}enj;!> ' this is ' controversial, essential, The Idea of 
When theY ~Ullt ,; ~1I.1b :.What Is not con trover- I self-help which under":; 
Uc 'ba.ths~ a.qua~ucts : si!,l Is the fact , ,that lies the program IS In-' 
and, drainage systems, w~ are , "already begin~ I' de~ a laudwble one-:- , 
With th~ fa~ of the , ning to suffer , , from , 
Itoman , E)mpirll the ,the ignoranCe ot long, 
Dark ,Ages u.sh~r~ In-, .termerf~ts ' ot the 
not only' ' tl)e end, of , exPloitation of nature, 
learning , p.nd , culture . ,Therels llttlepolnt ~ 
but of hYgienic llvi,ng. 'theoretical ,arguments , 
It IsJron ic that '.wlth rE'~ardlngthe ' habitabl- ' 
.the dawn or t"e ' T~rlUs.. llty of the earth in the 
" , , ~., ......'" • , , , ' 'trlal ~volut1o~'hyglene I ,Y;ll&rr ' 200? ', AD, The " u.ce ape ora :o re

, reach,ed , Its ' na.~ d}r " ' Is ' <that, ' ~ some- ! ports, guidelines ', and I, !'ond . ,PQln~ 
thin". h "'d d suggestions whiCh never,' 

:man'~ ,},11~ ~I\n sl1~an.:.l( . ~ -....,~ S o"'t -'-1ln can , materialise Into con7 ' 
to . 35 " y~~;", : < '," " .. ~I'--be do~en,QW, It Is 1s 

Since ' then man' hrul easy en(l~h to ' forget , cern~eteoi .r"PargOlnPDSgtao se'e Itht., aWt 
' , " " " the ~deI1ylng dangers ,. 

l' reallsed a danger far : directed every . effort ' fllond yield to ' present the Governing Co'un- ' 
cUs Of SAOEP has ' 11,1- . 

to "~evelop"-to g:QW ! I convep:,I~nce:" , At A. , ~-
economically " to un. ' ImInar ,on ', ' ,'Man and \ ready defined 1\' series 1 

. " ' , :, ,'Jbe FU~u.te"l1eld 9,t tpe of practical projects.:, 
provehla qu~ty .q! . ItnlYtr~~, ,::2i 'Ka~ Th~ pragmatic ' naturi 

I' they ', " pr~nt , ~~meIY regrettable and Ironlo 'tars a.nd ,drove away 
i ,warning to· ,our ' oym fact-,that tot many i In this, condemned!n
! tievelopmept pr~grams, years . develp~m\lnt has ventlon ' " 
I, Development is a 'pres- been permitted to be . ' : " . , 
" ?lng Ilee?, es,peciaa~y for , bootlle to envl~onment, . , I~ Is hea.rtenlng, then, 
ips in ~u~hAsla' with, to occur .at ~e cost ' that we In SouU~ ' :Mia 
. .our ',,teemIng , PQpula~ .of It, to undermine ' ' have BlWakened , to al~lops y,nd loW Incqme andwas~ " ,It. ' Man )' threat long .ove,rlook:ct , 
,levels: ," I " ' .. , has often ~veloped in , more developed 

" 'But ,we mu.st 'pause whllst paving' ~be ro~ j I COWltrl~, We have not 
\ to 90nslder the cop, to' 'his .own . annlhila.. ,' merely 8IW'!l<kened, but 
pOmml~ts of' deve- . Uon, A few ,fiel,ll'es re, ( have put into ,effect ,a 

\lopment-8.ztd t,o aVOid " mind us , that ' natural , ~oncerted proglam, It 
" .1~' pitfallS. There is .a reaources , are pot un- I ~ a mattero! p~de 

!common ~yl:q8' In Sin- , limlted~ , A ' Stanford ~ that . countries WIth , 

UIe. !~ 'ls an effort the Qu.est~on of ....atillOS': 
that has succee<led .::,... t pherlo , po~ut1on bY ' the 
' , , " L -motor car Wll-S raised ' 
- ~nd todal:", ~n )1l8.l1Y :, and " an ,' unanimous ,' 
parts ' of the, world, con~mnatlQn made of 
man lives ~tter ,and . the Invention as a 

' , ' \ threat to clvll1zation. 
controls more ot na. " t th d ' 

" .. , -"! e en of the con
ture thll,n he ever did, terence all the partIe!
But It , " Is ' a: fact,...;.a ' pants " eat into their 

Ind1(:,.atlng the" increas
lng sl;B.ture of develop
ing nations in matters j 
of globa.l dimensions. \ 

At a tlmewhen !~_ ', ,,

~rnat1onal 'Coinmlttees i 
and, Oonf-erences pro
d 1 th f 

of ,these projects 1~ , 
clearly apparent , :when" 
we ,regard the area,s 
they .,cQver'-areas ' o/~ ' 

tancebusic Imp<l1", , to : 
the ' people ' at South ;
Mia such AS' fuelwood ,! 
consenratlon, recycling" 
of wa.stes and organls~ : 
edenvil'oninental edti~ i 
c9.tlon." " 

,; 

t halli, that to ~~ll ~nto Unlversl.tysurvey shows /' ~ relatlvelY , ' 10", Income
I a pit ' at night , Is ex- tha~ an average cltlzen I !patterns, yet ticn In 
i cuswble, but to Jall In, In USA: uses ,21 ,thou- : history ~nd culture, 
~ to one In , day' t~e Is sand gallQns ofpetx:ol ; ' ha.ye got ~gether..;,..in 
~ untorglvDlble, and' 26 ' million gallons I a pragmatIc manner 
[~~.he '.~~~ , f~r. !!o (If! .w9:t~,J!l,:JIt.1i!e H,lP.~ ~ ;-t9~ !l'?r~ joln,tly to 
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'Mak'e' ,'19 8, the) year . 
South Asia 

-Gamini 
Lands and Maha- I' -- '-'Thi-r g~~~t ·-~-a.tur-~l ' : - iev~fs-oCcarbOn·"dlox- f. Th-e vl11age and so-

and exotic .forests: id.e and In conserving clal forestry program- ,'Weli: Ml.nlster · Gamin! . 1\ . -	 .,-playa fundamental ..the '.. . ozone layer; In, i r,; t~s ln some states In; /; 
Dissanayake Yester. ' f role In OUr agrarian both .Of 'whlch trees JiLdla are In a dlf!~r" ", 
<lay proposed that l economy by protecting ; PitlY a vital balanCing ~.\ t waY a spectacular . 

water-sheds, lessening 'role. This II1terest of E::'ampleof what can ·:1988 be designated the run-of! rate ' ·of the developed' I;(>Un- b,~ achlevecj., At the 
~'The year of th~trees ! rivers, 'ensurin'g soil i tries is one of ' :these s ame time, In manY 
l"or SQutn Asia" . . I fertility and· pr'ovld- : rare symbiotic rela- places in our 'reglon 

ing the . hablt"t for ' t10nshlps ' In Which U.e ravages of moun-The Minister, ' who I ... I 
' . . I both wild life' and the , giver and taker are taln slopes, as in . 

:Presided on the I fast--deplei:.ln~ genetic ' both benefiCiaries, Nepal and erosion 
I;econd day at the I pla.nt r~sour<:~; Man- "In view of. the very fmm the coastal areas 

Governing I made plantatl.?ns es- high priority allocated 
I 

and ~,h.edenundlng of .SACEP 
'. I peclally rubber often: toth:s subject both by . the fot:ests go on. We, \ 


PouncH meetlngi ~ald 1 coyerlng , hundreds of i \:the 'developed . and ' need in South . Asia j 


the adoption of his thousand acres In this i 'developlng world . 'I ' the launching of . a, . 

' proposal \ Wciuld l~elp part of the world a~o ('wish ' 'to ' place ' befate' great rede~ptlve prO- , 


. I plaY the function . <;>f . this Council . a prop.a- gramme, as an urgent I 

the governments of i forests ,. and perform "a ;.'j sal. :I: wIsh to propose , a nd vital Initiative to , 

the region to under- '. v~tal. role, In theecq.r" that tQe 'year 1988..'v be . .;;~~, ~~ dep,leting , 
take 'masslve' tree . ..,ystem" ..' " desl~n.ated The , Year fore!lt asset and to 

, , ' ~~'!For_. re!l,:l2n~_...:..Vv'~!U~ of Trees . for Soltth launch out . a rapid · 
plantation .programmes, ! : known to you ' the ,. A~I . th t f' l'eaCorrestat:on pro· • 

• . . . . ' .. no> a,. so a rom 

The ~oIlowing ., !lore : forests and trees have . now' on we can' resolve , grammes. 
, . ' '. peen .exploited wlth- t to develop In each of "The programme for 

ljom~ .excerpts '., !~om 1 out: Il:n~ .consideration . : our " . coutitrlfS Pto- us In SACEP wlU In· ·j 
his .~peect:...! : to the lll-eftects that gramme& . -of ' needed volve national level 

":I:: am .certain . that \ SUch . explo!tatlon . scale ' and practical t hinking and '\ plann- ' 
at this ' meeu,rig:, You , ' would Ca\.1Se to ' . 'the value, Which COUld pe ing. AS I mentlori-ed" 
Will be deliberating on ' environment ard , to ! lmPlemented with .as- it is not Simply envi- i 

our b 	 ronmental economic I 
, mauy- , Importaqt 'ls- : resour~e ase, All i s :stance from develop- and ' devel~pmental. it.I, 
liues, Of. the present' ! developing countries i ed countries and . in~ 
and , tl)e luture::', as I in .South Asia are well " tematlonal . agency : \ 'llil alsp ; glve - opportu- :I 

t. hey . m' USt be of' deep ' aware ' of the chaos ', sources', in. order that n ltles for an - Involved '·' 
nA 1 Itl 	 sharing of our ciom i' concern 'to us In our.. a). ca am es "caused , this .- lostcaplta1 asset 

respective countries, : by the rape or our I' Is ,restored to the rfl~ ' moil knowled~e ' and · 
and also together as forests, for wha~ever qulred status I hl!;ve : experience m the 
.' " reasons be it the " - ,- .. . - '. . ~ .--...- . .' environmental econa- , 

" me~bers , Of this ' greed. ~f the riCh or ' no doubt ' thllot If we Imlc and sociai aspects ' 
.south ~.an Com~uni- ' th . " resolve to underta.ke \ of forestry It should 
ty, ", I , - ..: e need of the Poor, : this programme ' .with ' . . 
, '. 

. I 
.Developing ' counties are . d t 1 I . l inv<>lye exchanging remi- \ "In !llypresen~at1pn l, now allocating con. i i e er ,nat on ~nd jietU'Cn . data" s.eed 

, ' today. , I want . tq i sldel'able sums ' of Ipro~~ss .onallsm. the ! material and Varlou~ 
focus attention on onEl j money though too ' ,wor community .too ' other aspects of a 
partlC(ular ., a.ctlvlty ·: lltt' l 'f ' ' th :may adopt this plodel successful' national' ,' . , e, or , e resur- ' f II tI ' I 	 . ' 
whlch.1s ,lUndamental, rectlon. i maintt!nance ' ,. oJ .rep ca o~. ' e .sE'- ; regional and posslbly, 
to ,PrOvIding for· the., and JudiCious expan- I I.".f rfl. . . gl~~al project, 
,basic ~eeds of , , our lilon of ·. fOi-est cover .! ' -Examples ,of reha- . I am' IIla~l~g this 
,people. .'1 refer, to pur , ' In keep~ng with the ,~ j b1l1~aton : of ' forests . proposal, especially m 

. , trees and forests, .In- .1 needs . of /'. ecologl~81 J are ': ma.ny In South view of the fa.ct that 
. 	 dee<;l, tr.~es have :. a. : and economic ,reqUlre. • Asia , and elsewhere, a co-operatlve effort ' 

bearing,' on a' . number : ments. pf the ' nations ' .outside ,South Asia. will enhanceaJ;ld ac
o()f our ecQno~lc Il(!eds " <;oncerned~ ' .' . ' " , perhaps I, may point celerate ' thls Vltal 
and .~?wth capacities, I' .. "In thl . . . \ . to a remarkable exer- activity, It ma.y also 
'Th!s .l~fjO ' p~eClliely , s, ' we have a, 'I clse that China . has '. perhaps become , an 

, beC,ause of the . wlde ' , co~ncl den~e of a .com· completed under a outstanding ' symbo~ of 
; ,. ranging purposes ~erv- ,.~ n Intb_~t from the ,: family programme or our . collaborative will 

. ed by, trees an~ \ eveloped countries, " planting 2000 m1lilop and spirit 1n S,"CEP. ·I 
, . .1orests ,· to all ' Jiving 1 ftm whom, therefore. :,: trees last year. Even commend thIs to you 

ibelngs. They al;e caPi- \ .~ would be possible · .allowini for lapses I in all earnestness and 
tal MSets always a.nd 0 expect the , in malntainlni them h ope that after your 
nave contributed from strongest, finanCial I it does ' constitute a dellberatlO~s and ap

. '. ' time imrriemorialto , support. Most tempe- , phe'nomena1 aChieve- proprlat e refinements ' 
: " ;. ecopomlc; and social I rate Climate countries , ment. . Thll? apart, and formulation, you , 
r ,', , activities of tl).e com- i ~ ~o~v: depleted . their l' dUring the 70'S. China wm consider the dec- ! 

munl!;Y In various j ets already and completed under state laration of · the year
1
; 

I ' 'Ways, ,An itidlvidl\al It ~eveloped ' ~ountrles I' and offic:al 'ausplcles 1988 as The Year of
L" ::.-t~~e1s . 1\.' .tami1:r a~s~t:~e ortextr~elY keen : What .musthave bee~ Trees lor South ASia!'·..". and trees , ln , a ' . l~l \ 'effP er~ l)f . gl()ba. l l .one Of the most speC· and set out Its targets ' 

..commlAnlty are · a I. t nor~ i th ,~ maJn- ; tacular tree and fort!st .•nd the incumb~nt 
:source . of food, · fup-I; ; e " an e and consoll- , planting' programmes .- sPonslblIlt1es. for 
'1odder, fertilizer and da,tlon?f forest~over. undert,a.ken. SACEP members."I bUlldlnll material. There ,IS ~alnceI'Il ' .as ' ...,... _ .. . ~ .0." . ..I 

l~ .. ~ .' ., " t.ll malnt,9n ",,1nl7 th" 

http:whlch.1s
http:underta.ke
http:fast--deplei:.ln

