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Regional cooperation will help 

marine and coastal resources 


Minister Senanayake 

The participants of the second Intergovernmental i'vlinistcrial lVleeting of South Asian 
Seas Program (S ACEP) held at the Colombo Hilton on July 1. From left arc:. F isheri es 
and Aquatic Resources l'vlinistcr Mahinda Wijesekara, Pakistan High Commissioner 
Ashraf Qureshi, Environment and Natural Resources l\-linister Rukman Senallaya ke, 
Representative of the UN Environment Programm e ]\<Is. Veerle Vanderweerd a nd D!.r~c · 
tor General, SACEP, ]\<lahboob Elahi. (Picture By Renuka Alwis ) 

by Nadira Gunatillckc 
"We are already in the process 

of strengthening the Marine Pol
lution Prevention Authority 
throngh (he !r;,titutionai s trength· 
Citing of the oil spill contingency 
nlanagcll~ :~n l iJ(0jc~t f::, " '~("(! hy 
tlte NorwegiJn Govc rnment," 
Fisheries and Ocean Resources 
Minister Mahinda Wij cse kara 
said. 

H e was delivering the Keynote 
address at the inauguration of the . 
second Inter-governmental Mi n
is ,erial Meeting of the So uth 
A sian Seas Pro gram (S AC E P) 
held at the Colombo Hilton on 
M onday. Minister Wijesekara 
said that signing of the MoU and 
e ndorsemen t of the South Asian 
Reg ion al Oil Spill Contingency 
Plan is vcry important to Sri 
Lanka. Most of the o il tarlker 
traffic passes through the sou th o f 
Sri Lanka, and any di saster will 
have catastrophic consequences 
for our country and the countries 
in th .: South As ian region. 

"We have identified the pro b
lem of oil pollution duc to ships, 
o ffs hore unit s.' seapo l1S and oi l 
handling faci lities as a significant 
enyironment~1 prob lem. There
f>t, recognizing the impol1ance 

':!king prompt amI effective 

action to minimize the d~r.-, age 

and the need for combating oil 
pnll ... , ion, it is imperative that a ll 
the member countries agree to the 
contents of the MoU," the Minis
ter s aid. 

" Environment and Natura l 
Resources I v lln l~ler R.:..:~~rt'l:!n 

S enanayake snid that nationaJ[y 
we are faced 'with seve ral envi
ronmental problem s including 
land degradation, soil e rosion, 
loss o f biodiversity and di sposal 
of so lid waste. When we cons ider 
the biodive rsi ty it is not only the 
biodivers ity on land, even the bio
diversity in the marine environ
ment especia lly the corals is also 
under threat. Most of our corals 
arc already dead and even those 
ex is ting arc under thre3t. Since 
the ir regeneration time is very 
long. we have to take subs tantial 
measures to con serve them". 

"V'i ;: cann o t protect these 
marin e <ind coastal resources 
without reg ional cooperation. Sri 
Lanka is always suppo rtive of 
re g ion aIi n t ernat ion al coope r~ 

ti on. Oil spills are a reg ional con
cern as its effects are not co nfine d 
to the seas of one country alone, 
but goes beyond administrative 
boundaries 3nd wou'ld cause se ri
OliS damage to the seas of o the r 

": .. ... -- . . --... --,......, .,......~

surroundtng coun tri~' as wel l. O il 
spill s , no matte r how brgc or 
sma ll they are, ca n ha ve very seri

. OliS impacts. The nlin caused by 
mdes of blaCKened beaches ancl 
disruption to the coas tJl habita t, 
fi shery. touri sm and o the r indus
tri..: :; ca n be very damaging both 
to the e nvironment ~nl: <c' ·.:.c 
economy as a whole," the ;vlini-;
ter added . 

The M inister poi nted o~t the 
ifll portanc.: of th signing o f the 
Mo U for cooperalton on th.: 
response to rnarin ~ and chernic al 
sp ills in the SOllth si an Regio n. 

Paki stan H igh Co mmi ss ione r 
Ashraf Quresh i said th lll we bave 
to protec t Earth as a tnl st to be 
handed ove r tu the future gcne rJ.
tion. Li fe on eJrth is li n 'ed to 
oce:ms. Seventy one percen~ of 
the earth's su rface is covered by 
water. Regio nal approac h to con
trol marine pollutio ;] is ,: , s~ n t i a l , 

he added. 
Rcp rescntatives of the Uil itcd 

at ions Environ me nt Prog r ~ rn , 

Ms. Veerlc Vand~rweerd, DiIcctor 
Ge neral , SAC E P, /l, lahboob Elah i 
and uirector, G! ob~ l Affai r' and 
I'nviro~ml~n t al ECOn Oin lCS , Min
is try of Environment and Natural 
Resources. Dr. Suren Batag r 

'., 

al so spoke. 
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