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Plan to deal with oil spills 

in South Asia Region 


hy Kusha ni Ra t ayake 
Ell\il'onment Mini st t; rs of the 

South . sia Region ha\'e refined a plan 
to deal with oil spills in South As ian 
waters ;1l a meet ing thJt was held O\er 
the past t\\'o days in Co lombo. 

Reprcsentati\'e~ from the SAARC 
coulltries, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, 
Maldives , Pakistan and India were 
present at the meeting ses ·ions . 

SACEP W~lS established In 19S1 
\-\ 'i,ll Sr i La nka as the hO'it country. 
Thi s was a pioneer step towards 
reg ioll~11 corporation in the field of 
ef\\·irOI1f11ent. SACEP has been ahle to 
build p:lrt nerships with donur, and lhe 
illter'n:ltiorlJl organis:ltlolh such as 
l\'ORAD. 1[\10, SIDA and UNEP. 

"We , th e members of SACEP, were 
able to cle\elop the South Asian Oil 
Spill Contingency Plan and a Memo
[,lndull1 of Under standl nlJ(MoU) for 
this Regi onal Contingency PLin" Mi[[
i~ter of [[I\'ironmellt and l\'atural 
Resources Rukman Scn ;JnaY;lKe said. 

The [\l(lU was t~lh:en into considcr
ati ol l ;It the second In!crt:o\'ernmental 
.f>,'lin is terial Meeting of the Sf\CEP 

Seas program held in June last year, in 
Sri Lanka . 

"1 hope during these two days we 
will further refine the MoV an d con
sider signing it and I am pkased to 
mention that my ministry, the Minist ry 
of En\ironment and Na tural 
Resources has been \ery co·operati\·e 
and supportive in the implementation 
of the South Asian Seas program," he 
said. 

The lllo st important element of th:, 
mee tin g was to finalise a worh: pro
gram to follow up the reco mmc nda
tion ~ of th e recently hclJ World SUfl\- , 
mit on Sustainable Deve lopment a: the 
South Asia Sub egional levcl, with 
the spec ia l focus on fl\ 'C themat ic 
areas: Water and S;lnitation. Energy. 
Health, Agricul ture and Bio-diversit y. \ 

"SA EP ill its endeavour to pro 
mote and support the protection, ma n
agement and enhancement of the \.'11\·i
ronmcnt, both natur;t\ and h J m ~lll c f 
the cou nt ri es of South Asia. indiv idu
ally. collectively alld C(l-Opcr:ltivdy', 
the chief gu<:st. 
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M inister of Foriegn Affairs, 
Tyronne fe rnando said at the inaugu
ral ceremony. The South Asian SeJs 

, 	 Region, has an ex.tensive system of 
divcrse marine and costal habitJts 
such as mangrov.; :; , ',c a grass bed s ' 
and coral reefs, whiCh supports some 
of th e riches t v)ilccn trati ol1s of Bio
diversity in the world 

Among th e endangered sp ,:cies 
which inhabit th ese unique hJbitats. 
arc the rOYJl bengal tigcr, marine tur

ties, whales, dolphins and Dugongs 
More Glob::ll wa nning and the associ
<tted ~C<l level ri s\.: i a major thre at to 
the re o ion and the t-.b ldives has 

'" become an endangered nation due to 
this phenomenon . 
, A one meter rise in ea level wIl l 
inundate 23,000 square kms of the 
m<ljor populated areas of Ban gladesh . 

Over 1000 children die eve y day 
in 	South Asia from di s ascs onnec t
cd with WJter. 


