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UNEP launches State of Environment 

report fo South Asian policy makers 

Colombo, Bangkok , January 21 - The uilition growth rate. make choices and take actiorrs. South Asia is a 

United Nations Envi ronment Programll1e As Sout'h Asia's economies have restruc region that is economically poor and at the 
:UNE P) today launcheel stJte ot' the cl~viron- tured towards industrialisatiOrl, energy demarld same time is also ex tremely rich in res ources. 
11en t repo rts for South /\ , i;1: olle t'lIgctin !J. pol has I'i sen fast, with deperlderlce Orl coal for The ancient c lillure , hi sle',·y. traditions and vast 

;;;;;i;::;;;;;:;;:;;:;;:;:;;;;;;' icy makcrs ,\11 d t11e electricity production causing air pollutiorl krrowledge base have :., iven its people a dis
othe r wri ttc n by probl ems. tinct edge in finding the solutions we are all 
youth. Irl slituti ons and policy makers must do lookirlg for." 

The SOllth 1\';:3 Illorc to int egrate env ironmental and socio The youth version was written by members 
Stir' ,' of the cc:olloillic fac tors into decision-making and to of youth orgz,ni sati ons whi ch make up the 

HOTEL~'& e ,. Enviro nment Report C!lSUIC trade J ib~ ra li sa tion does not compro South Asi a Youth nvironment Ne twork 
iel enlifies fi ve key mi se the environment and erode natural (SAYEN ), es tabli shed by NEP InGUEST HO.Q$E$· 
envi ronmcntal i~ ' li e s: resources, the rep0l1 concl ude.. Kath mandu in June 2002 (se contacts for lead

DEH IWALA s e a Vi6 W li ve lihood security, UNE P Executive Director Klaus Toepfer authors below).privat e rooms lor Rs 
3501- up wa rds . AIC environll1ental diS:lS  sa id the St'lte of the Environment (SOE) report Surendra Shresta, Director of the UNEP 
rooms Rs . 600/- up  tel'S, irldu)tri,;iisation, was designed to " prov ide CO rlcrete guidarlce Regional Resou rce Centre for As ia and the 
wards. 37, Muhandi ram urbani ~a ti o n ,In el bio  ror ac ti orl planning, policy se tting arld resource Pac ific, speaki ng at the lau nch of the "reports in 
Lane, Dehiwala . (Lane diversity loss. alloca ti c)r1 for pol ic y makers arrd institutions in Colombo today, 'lck no\N ledged Devel opmentadjoining Holy Fam il y 

It shows the legion the region. " Alternatives of Indict , the Coll aborating CentreConven t). Tele ph one: 
716976. suffering from e:,ces ll::; re lease comes just a fortnight before for preparation of the SOE Report . :1l1d the 

sive land degrildation, UNEP 's 22nd Governing Council meeting and support of the Sri l.n nka-based South AsiaMISCELLAN~OUp~ :" 
desenification. ;:lfld Global Ministe rial Environment FOfllm in Cooperalive Environment Programme 

VATALAPPAN Expor t habitat fl'aglTlelll:ltion, i\!';lirobi, which will deal with an ambitious (S ACAP)
quality in cans Open and depleti ng tile wiele agencb of is sues drawn from the outcomes of He said the: rep oI1 had drawn from lheEat available. Ke e lls 

\'ari::·ty 01 fore.'l plOd the World Summit on Sustainabl e recently-pubii shcd nat ional SOE reports forS uper and Cargill s 
food City. Inqui ries lICIS that are ,\n Development. and 60 d<1Ys before the UNEP Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indi ;l, Mald ive ' , I epal , 
01 -733769. i111POrt;111l source 01 k d WOlid \-Vatel· Day on March 22, which will Sri Lanka and Iran, funded by th e Norwegian 

to,)ci, Illed ic ine and foc us attention on the lTlany responses to water Agenc y for Dc\'elo~ ! ne nt Cooperat ion 
". R~DIO & TV" 

~ 
i:,,; ':: in,'o:lle for indig  m<ln:lgc lllent issues being made around the (NORAD), and had contributed to UNEP's . ·,t· . .. nou, people. globe. flag ship Global En vi rOrl Illen tal Outlook 3

SATE' ., TV equip· 
Urbanis~tion and III hi s for wa rd to " Children of the Report.ments .•, ;de range 0: 


digital receivers LNBF, 
 poverty,s a key chal MO;lSOOIl: South Asia State of the The launch of the publications was made 
LNB. actu\ors. position' lenge in c ilies, with Env ironl1lcnt 2002. The Youth Version" , Klaus during the Spec ial Session of the Gove m i; lg 
ers, switches. connec· freshwa te r suppl y Toepfer :;ays, "every person can make a eli ffer Courrcil of the Sou th Asia Cooperat! e 
tors, satellite cables. disr problems being eom ence, and collecti ve ly we can make a big dif .nviromnerlt Programme, whic h conclud santennas. visit your one· 

po\ll1dcd by hi t: h po p- ference. It is up to you and your community to today in Colombu, Sri Lanka.stop satellite s ho p 
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