S Asian countries agree to
tackle environmental issues

APP
ISLAMABAD

Mintster lar Scienie and Technolagy
Zahixd Hamid has said that rcomomics of
Smurth Asian countries are growing at a
rapid rate, boe dhay are also Bxcing severe
comman enviranmenial problems

He sald these common problems can
be tackded effectively only through ua-
hampered collaboration and cooperation
ae the neghanal level

“Reglonal cooperation and a collabo
rative approach repreacnt the way for-
ward to everoome our commoen chal-
lenges.” he added

He E.'I.PII.'!.M'Ij these views En his
keynote speech at the three-day 13th
msrcting al the Governlag Councll ol
South Asks Co-aperative Environment
Programme | SACEP) and the Sth Iater-
governmental Minlsterial mecting of
South Asia Seas Programame [SASP) held
on Sumiay

Zakhid ilasmird said that strengthened e
plonal cfforts need to focus on a range of
respormer aplions and iIntrements to ad-
dresa these challenges of environeminal
degradation and dimate change-inducnd
dsantiors, winch as Boods that dne Commireh
profem af the Sowth Asla reglon

"Howewer, reglonal parners noed to
emiphasiee the realbzation for Incroandng
responsibilitics and greater coopera-
tive efforts by all stakeholder=

Director-General of the SACEF, Anura
fvataler. said that the SACEP is the firs
bnter-governmental forum in the workd
wihere all Souwlh Axlan county les come Lo-
grther ta support SACEP initiatives and
programmes darlng 0 yoars of s ex-
IMence sinoe 111

e camtlancd, “Our collective, viable
and robust appmaches to cope with

envirenmental and dimatic challenges
can reduce misorbes and pegative (m-
pacts on lives add livelihoods of the
millions of people In the reglon”

I his address, Chmate Change Divhdon
Secretary, Raja Hasan

Ahhas, said that the high- rvel moetings
o] thie SACEP and SEAS wywsians

hove givwn & anlgue oppartunity to
hodd productive discussions related

by e | Formental suies with polithcal
leadership of the South Asln countrles,
smbir powwramenst officals, represen-
tathers of tha UN organizations and chv-
Il soclety "Respecthe oountry’s stuations
with regrrds to cvwimnment and status
ofimplantation af GC 12 decslons were
disivissed alory with the way loraward hor
hivw the nameroas challemges we all
lace cani be addieved effectively” he
suftbal

Tallclng abasut tenadee procecdings of
environmental related technical ses-
slons, the Climate Change Divislon's

Secretary sald the last three days wii-
nessod the minlsters and high-level of-
fhchaly mevtings, networldng and know]
odge. Intensive disomaions over envl-
ranmental dhallenpes inchuling the Ma-
tional Biodversty

Strateqy, Promating Sastaimable Con-
sumption and Production inouth Asia,
Emdironmental Dota and Information
Management system, Lontrod and Pre-
wvenlion of Alr Polluton, Waste Man-
agetment, Comnservation of Wetlands, -
ghonal Marine and Coastal Blodiversity
Srratepy Lovan lanrmancr and maest im-
partantly the commitments made by
ithae Gorvrrmming] Council of the Souch Asia
Co-operative Envimnment Programme:

Jalnt Secretioy of the Minkury of Exrth
Sdlemoes of the Governement of Inciia, Shri
Anand Singh Khaldl, In his address sald
ket SALEI jaicl SASP have got lmmense
OlcRs

Commitments of the member coun
eries to develop SACEP and v awsociat -

ed programmes [n a pro-active man per
wald lead South Askn o o cllmate and
ervironmend comsclous egion he added
Minlster for Environment and Re-
niwble Encigy of SH Lanlo, Suadl Pre-
majayantha said "Pratection and man-
aprment of regional environment is of
paramount Importance for 4] SAARC
member countries. There |5 no douks
that the reghonal countries face many en-
vironumental and cllmate change related
chullenges, bt SACEEF commiltments to
initlate wiable programmaes and contin-
gency plans o deal commons climate
chanpe-induced natural disgsters”
Earfier, during the mecting of the
1 ithe Governing Coundl SACER, clected
the office bearers for the next term.
Fakistan’s Climate Change Division
Secrctary Rafa Haan Ablas hat boen
elected as a Chalrman of SACEP. Karma
Tahering from [Byatam as vice-chalrman
while the Climate Change Division [
rector-General, Irfan Tarig, has boon
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