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"T he biological community of an ar ea an d the 
physical e nvironment in whi ch th e co mm un ity exists 
depend on each other within the ecosyste ms. As pr e
servation of ecos yste ms dep en ds upon the function al 
relationship that exist be tween organism and their 
physical e nvironm e nt , it involves detailed study of the 
situation and relevant co nce rted technological ap
proa ch to the problem . Naturally. th erefore , we look 
for ward hopefully to co-ope ra ting with member coun
tri es to check the forces responsible fo r decline of 
enviro nment in these fields . 

As the member countries of this co-operative 0 1'

gani ati on a re a ll in a dev eloping stage, the environ
mental problems need to be tackled jointly before th ey 
become more complicated. This requires, first o f all, 
a cohesiveness in program identification and prescrip
tion, and meaningful int egrati on of en viro nme ntal ef
forts for achieving econo mic goa ls and furthering de
velopmental poli cies." 

Rear Admiral Sultan Ahmed.
 
Deputy Chief Martial Law Administrator,
 

Bangladesh .
 

Second Governing Council, SACEP 

"T he establishm ent o f the South Asia Co-opera
tive Environment Progr amme (SAC EP) in 19f\[ has 
to be regarded as a historic eve nt and U NE P is very 
pleased to have had the privilege to be close ly involved 
from its inception . It indi cat es a de ep concern about 
th e state of th e envi ronment share d by a gro up of 
co untries whi ch together co nst itute a quarter or the 
world 's populat ion . Perhap s the SAC EP region has 
no parallel in terms oft he zrcat diversit y both between 
and within member co untries in regard to topography . 
rainfall and wat er , so ils , flora a nd fauna. Ce rt ainly, 
environmental ch allenges ar e pervasive. In our view, 
SACEP represents a magnifi cient initiative underta
ken in a spirit of se lf-re liance. It also signifies the 
co-ope rative spirit and commitment o n the pa rt of the 
member countries. Onl y a deep com m itment on th e 
part of co-operating countries ca n e nsure the suc cess 
o f SA CE P's programmes." 

Mr. Joseph C Wheeler
 
Deputy Executive Director
 

United Nations Environment Programm e,
 
Nairobi.
 

Second Governing Council SACEP 



EDITORIAL 

Environmental degradation and over exploitation of resources could be considered as the direct 
result of legitimate and other government blessed activities initiated to fulfil important human needs 
like Food, Shelter, Clothing and Energy. The present environmental consciousness and concerns are 
not therefore a call for a stoppage to the utilization of resources, and the application of modern 
technology , but is merely a call to restore wisely the conflict between "the desirability of not despoiling, 
degrading or destroying finite environmental resources". This is environmental management. 

Environmental Legislation is one of the major tools for effecting environmental management. 
Its usefulness and importance may even be equal to those of environmental management itself. 

In the analysis of decision making in environmental management, two processes are always 
found to be at work . The consideration of values or subjective judgements such as political and social 
considerations and the considerations of purely objective judgements or pure scientific data, such as 
facts of ecology or economics. Thus when environmental decisions are taken and policies established 
to resolve the dilemma , they ought to be transformed into laws, regulations, standards or guidelines 
and procedures to enable states and individuals to apply and observe them. This transformation and 
their enforcement through the various legal systems of the world are among the proper roles of 
Environmental Legislation . 

The effective performance of these roles sums up the importance of Environmental Legislation 
as a major tool for environmental management. 

The translation into law of scientific data and environmental policie: has not been smooth or 
easy. Even when such translation has been effected, the resulting laws have quite often, been 
unsatisfactory as a genuine solution to the problems concerned, and also in many cases they have 
not been vigorously applied . 

It cannot be concluded however, that the difficulty is evidence of the unimportance of enviro n
mental law or any lack of confidence in the role it plays . This difficulty has more to do with the 
considerations which weigh on the minds of Governments when making laws on environmental issues 
than on the importance of environmental law per se. 

However, despite all these factors which impede the development of environmental laws, Gov
ernments still look upon it as one of the best known means of carrying out env ironmental policies 
peaceably. 



Mr . Mo hamad Jafe r Kazem , bo rn in Kabul, A fghanistan on 15th 
October 1947. first graduated in Civil E nginee ring fro m the faculty 
of E nginee ring, Unive rsity of Kabul, then proceeded to the Colorado 
State nive r ity USA where he obtained his M .Sc in Hydraulics. 

He has served in various capacities in the A fghan Administrative 
Service since 1969 until he assumed duties as the Director of South 
Asia Co-operative Environment Programme in July 1985. 

As a representative of the A fghan Government he' has partici
pa ted in ma ny In ternat ional confe rences including an annual session 
of ESCAP . two United Nations General Assembly Sessi ons, the sixth 
UN CT A D Mee ting and the Seventh Su mmit of the Non-Aligned 
Countries. 

Mr. Kazem is married and has 3 dau gh te rs and a son . 

MES S A G E 

T he marked det e rio ration in the qu ality of envi 
ronment o n our plan e t Ea rth , par ti ularl y in the recent 
deca des. is inde ed a ca use of grea t con cern . Today, 
all countries in the wo rld a re fac ing an environmenta l 
crisis. T his cr isis which is mainl y cau sed by the misuse 
or ove ruse of the fragile resources are more st rik ing 
in the developing co unt ries an d part icularly in the least 
developed on es. Defo restat ion , ove rgrazing and over 
cropping have resulted in increasin g de sertifica tio n. 
T he poll u tion of atmosp he re. inland and ocea nic wat 
e rs has e ndange red the public hea lth. T he uncontrolled 
urb an gro wth and industrialisatio n have exace rba ted 
enviro nme nta l problems and the povert y has forc ed 
the peopl e to explo it the resources o f the enviro nme nt 
excess ively. 

It is ce rta in that if urgent preventi ve and rem edial 
measures ar e not tak en , the qu al ity of enviro nmen t 
wou ld de te rio rate eve n furthe r. 

It is my co nviction that commo n e nviro nme nta l 
problems whe neve r feas ible sho uld be hand led co
ope ra tive ly and joint efforts sho uld be inten sified to 
prot ect and prevent the qu alit y of enviro nme nt fro m 
furt her degradation . 

It is heart ening to not e th at the co untries of South 
Asia have tak en th e init iative to work together in thi s 
sphere and create the So uth Asia Co-ope ra tive Envi
ronme nt Progr amme (SACEP) in o rde r to deal with 
their respective sub-region al e nviro nme nta l problems 
and need s . 

The es tablish ment of SACE P is a re markable 
ac hieve me nt in br inging toge the r th e cou nt ries of the 
sub region to joi ntly combat enviro nme ntal challenges . 

Since its inception , SACE P has com e a long way 
and despite its financia l and resource constraints . it 
has contribute d significa ntly to the sharing of kn ow 
led ge and expe rience and to the co nse rva tio n and ma n
age me nt of the en vironment. 

SAC EP has endeavo ure d to pr esent a concre te 
fram ew ork o f idea s and prescr ipti on s that would he lp 
member gove rn me nts to discuss and an alyse mean ing
fully the int egration of enviro nme nta l co ncerns with 
econo mic goa ls and pol icies. Th e achievem ents of 
SACE P during the very short peri od of its existe nce 
have been significa nt and the p rogrammes and pro jects 
develope d by th is inte rgove rn mental bod y have been 
ex treme ly ben e ficial for the co untries of South Asia . 

Whil e express ing my apprec iat io ns and thanks to 
a ll memb er co untries. Un ited Nat ion 's bod ies , interna
tion al organisatio ns and fu nd ing agencies for their val
uable ass istance and co-ope ratio n ex tende d to 
SA CEP, I urge them to co ntinue to give their active 
suppo rt in future in or de r to e nable SACE P to imple
ment its programmes and proj ects effectively and effi
cie ntly. 

M. J. Kazem 
Director - SA CEP 



Dr. Leslie Herath from Sri La nka o bta ined his B.Sc in Geology 
from the Benares Hindu University . India and also holds a post 
graduate degree in Photo-Interpretation (Hydrogeology) from HoI
land . He obtained his Ph .D in H ydrogeolo gy from the University of 
Paris. France. He also holds Diplomas in Soil Scien ce . Holl and . Pro
ject Fo rmulation & Evalua tio n. Bangkok , Food. Nutrition & Po licy 
Planning, Sussex & An imal Husbandry Man agement for Manag er s, 
New Zealand . 

Since 1968. he has held ma ny respon sible posts in vario us Minis 
tries of the Sri Lanka Government an d also worked as a Consultan t 
to a number of National and Int ernational Agencies including the 
UN Syst em . He assum ed duties as the firs t Director o f SA C EP in 1981. 

He is married and has 3 sons 

He is pre. ently Chairman of the Dairy De velopment Fou ndatio n 
which is a World Bank sponso red project concerned with rest ruc turin g 
of the Dairy Sector in Sri Lanka . 

MESSAGE 

South Asia Co-ope ra tive Enviro nment Programme 
(SACEP) which was est ablished in 19H1 by a ministe rial 
body representing the co untries of South Asia , was the 
first attempt by these co untries for a co-operative effort 
in their development activities . 

So uth Asian Associ ation for Regio nal Co-opera
tion (SA A RC) , a body with wider di mensio ns was given 
birth in Au gust 1983, by a meet ing of the Fo reig n Minis
ters o f the respective sta tes , in New Del hi . T he deve lop
ment in the o the r two sub-regions in Asia in this aspect 
has bee n ra the r diffe re nt. The economic co mmissions, 
similar to that of SA ARC, namely South Pacific 
Economic Commissio n (SPEC) for the Pacific su b reg
ion . and the Associat ion of So uth East As ian Nations 
(ASEA N) for the South East Asian sub region , were 
established first , and the environment a l a rm similar to 
SA CEP namely . South Pacific Regional En vironmenta l 
Programme (SPRE P) under SPEC and the Asian En 
vironmenta l Programme (AS EP) under ASEA N were 
esta blished, aft er the economic commissions had fun
tinned for some time. In Sou th Asia however , the child , 
for very good reasons , was born be fore the pa rent. I 
ha ve no doubt that SAARC wou ld in time to come , 
foster thi s child in a manner de serving o f its relevance 
to the South Asian sub region . 

I wish to ta ke this oppo rtunity to tha nk the Ho n. 
Prime Min iste r and the Gove rnm ent o f Sri Lanka for 
having given me the opport unity and the privilege o f 
associating myse lf in the estab lishment of this hist oric 
inst itution . 1 also wish to exp ress my gratitude to t he 
membe r countries and the me mbers of the con sultative 
committee for the kind co-op er ati on tha t was extende d 
to me during my tenure of office . A specia l wo rd of 
thanks is due to the U nited Nati on s Enviro nment Pro g
ramme (U NEP) , specially to those of fice rs in the Re g
iona l Office in Ban gko k, who spared no effo rt in helping 

. this organ isatio n to find its feet. 

Dr.	 Leslie Hertuh 
First Director 



MESSAGE FROM THE
 
HONOURABLE Z. R. ANSARI
 

MINISTER OF STATE
 
ENVIRONMENT & FOREST
 

INDIA
 

E nviro nment is the co mmo n he ritage of all ma nkind and all nat io ns need to wo rk together fo r 
its p ro tection . Enviro nmen tal concerns have to reflect glo bal perspectives based on shared expe ri
en ces and knowledge . Effective e nviro nme nta l ac tio n areas lie within nat iona l domain and need to 
be suppl eme nted , wherever necessa ry, th ro ugh regional co-opera tion. I am ha ppy that the South 
A si'a Co-ope rative E nvironment Progr amme has launched fru itful co-ope rat ive e ndeavour s in the 
field of e nviro nmen t. As ne ighbouring co untries we have similar perceptions an d a co mmon stak e 
in the enviro nme nt. We in lnd ia have accorded high priority to e nviro nment in our Se ve nt h Five 
Year Plan . 

T am also part icularly happy to me ntion that in connec tion wit h the Year of Trees in So uth 
As ia , we have la unched a massi ve progra mme of rai sing of fuel and fodde r plantations in 5 million 
hectares of was te lands every year . 

We loo k fo rwa rd to continu ed exchange of knowledge and expe rie nce with our neighbouring 
countries. I ta ke this oppo rtuni ty of exte nd ing my best wishes to SA C E P for its co-ope ra tive 
endeavours fur enviro nmental improvement in the region. 

"The e nergies and effo rts o f all our countries, during the last fev.... decades have been increasingly 
directed towards the achi e veme nt of the goal of development. O ur populations almost doubled 
during the last q uart e r century and the rate of food production and economic growth could not 
keep up with it. T he re fore , all of us became pre-concerned with the ac hievement of a higher G ross 
Natio nal Prod uct. De velopme nta l strategies continued to concentrate on quantitative growth while 
envi ro nmental co nce rns and developme ntal goals were generally see n as incompatible. Bu t in all 
our countries, with the ne w recognition given to the importance of the e nviro nme nt. the co ncepts 
a nd issues involved in the e nviro nme nta l deve lopme ntal inter-face have become clearer. The launch
ing of South Asi a Co-ope rative Env ironme nt Programme also resulted from th is new re cogni tio n 
- the recognition that global econom ic and political securit y lies in restoring the deli cate balance 
be twee n people, resources . c nvironmcn t and developmen t. " 

Han. Festus Perera, Minis ter of Fisheries, 
R epublic of Sri Lanka. 



SACEP'S ENVIRONMENTAL
 
LEGISLATION PROGRAMME
 

The 1972 Stockho lm Confe rence on Human En 
vironment marked a Watershed in the development 
of policies and legislations for environmental protec
tion. During the cour se of the decade many coun tries 
a ll ove r the world hav e en acted new laws and con sis
tituted institution s for dealing with enviro nmental 
problems. 

Most co un tri es in So uth Asia , have legislation 
dealing with the environment but in most cases the 
laws a re outdated and ar e incap ab le of tackling the 
complex mult ildisciplin ary environmental pro blems 
that have com e [0 afflict man . G ene rally speaking the 
aim has been to pr event and penalise de te rioratio n. 
Positive environmental protection an d improvements 
are rare ly achieved through legislat ion . Th ou gh many 
of the existing laws have been updated , they appear 
to be only revis ions of ea rlier ones with limit ed 
changes . Existing laws relating to the man agement of 
enviro nmental resources do not clearly sta te the social 
obj ectives they aim to achieve,Some of the laws in 
forc e . part icu larly with reg ard to lan d use an cl manage
ment o f enviro nme ntal resources appear at times to 
be accomplish ing mutua lly de feating social objectives. 

In some cases, the implementations and monitor
ing machinery o f many o f these legislation s are defi
cient in the scientific and technical expertise, as well 
as othe r infrast ructural resour ces required to assess 
and prevent the possibility of adverse environmental 
impacts. 

Apart from reviewing and upd ating existin g laws , 
there is also the need to enact new laws. Such need s 
of the countries in the sub region particularly appear 
to arise more or less suddenly and timely availability 
of technical expertise in responding to the se needs is 
of great value . This exp ertise can be cre ated only 
th ro ugh training . 

E nactment o f environmental laws will not by itsel f 
be sufficient. Th ei r effective application has 10 he en
sured . All conce rned person ne l involved in the fo rmu
la tion and imp lementation o f the laws, need to be 
orie nted in the int ricacies of environ mental legisla tion . 

U nfortunately, most of these peo ple ha ve had 
litt le exposure to the environmental legislation in the 
past. There is thus a clear need fo r or ienti ng these 
pe rsonnel in the evidentiar y and fore nsic require 
ments , principles . ap pro aches and pr actices for the 
prevent ion and control of poll ution . mon itori ng, 
evalu at ion and standard se tt ing an d ot he r technical 
de tails. 

Bearing a ll these fact ors ca refully in mind . 
SAC E P has dr awn up its proj ect p roposa l on Environ
me ntal Legislation for its me mber co untries , T his 
proposa l formul ated by the SACEP/U ND P mission 
has been ad opted by UND P New Yo rk and i ~ a t pre
sent work ing in close collaboratio n with SAC EI' . 

Based on a suggested o utline . the pa rt icipa ting 
countries have appo inted their own co un try co nsul
tan ts to prepare a status rep ort on the En viro nmental 
Legislation and Institutio nal framework in the ir co un
tr y. 

All the re ports are expected to be com ple ted by 
De cembe r 1985 aft er which a workshop will be he ll! 
at a suitable location in co njunction with UN DP to 
discuss these re ports and to draw up a p lan of act ion 
as designed by the countries conce rned. 



SECOND GOVER NING COUNCIL MEETING OF SO UTH ASIA
 

CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME - DHAKA,
 

APRIL 1985
 

T he Seco nd Go vern ing Co uncil Mee ting of the 
South Asia a -operative E nviro nme nt Programme 
was held in Dh ak a , B angladesh o n the 17th & l Sth of 
Ap ril 1985. 

T he me e ting W 3S attended by rep resentatives 
fro m the fo llow ing member co untr ies nam e ly, A f
ghanistan , Bangladesh , Bhutan , Indi a , Maldives . 
Pak istan & Sri Lan ka . Re presenta tives from the fol
lowing United Nations A gencies & bodies also par tici
pated . Economic & Social Com missio n for As iu & the 
Pacific (ESC ,\ P) , United Nations E nviron me nt Prog
ram me (li N EP) , Fo od & Agri cultur al O rganisa tion 
(FA O ) and the Au strian Sou th f sian Institute . 

Rea r Adm i ral Sulta n A hmed , De puty Chief Ma r
tial Law Administ rat or & Chief or the Naval Sta n' & 
Ministe r for Co mmunications , Po rts , Ship ping , IWT 
Irrigation , Wate r Resources & Flood Co ntrol inau
gura ting the mee ting stated that altho ug h sub reg ional 
programme s had bee n laun ched in ot her par ts of this 
reg ion even befor e theestnblishmcnt of SA CEP , th is 
o rgan isa tion is uni q ue in the se nse that for the first 
time in South Asia a "o-operntive system based on & 
surcha rged with env iro nme nta l co ncep t W3S se t up . 

In acco rdance with A rticl es of A ssociatio n 0 1' 
SA EP . Major Gen er a l Mahrnudul Hasan . Ministe r 
fo r Loca l G o ve rnme nt Ru ral Deve lopment. C o-o pe ra - . 
ti ve & Works , G ove rn men t o f the Peo ples Re public 
of Bangladesh too k ove r the cha irma nship fr om Ho n. 
A bdul G hafar Lak anwal , Minister fo r Ag riculture & 
Land Re forms of the De mocrat ic Republic of Af 
ghanisran. 

T he high light s o f the Gove rn ing Co unci l vlcc ring 
we rc the decision to establis h <t Liaison O ffice in Vie 
nna for SA C EP, The ado ption of the Ru les 0 1 Pro ce
dure for the Gove rning Co uncil & Modalit ies o f l-ocal 
Points of SAC EP and the appo intme nt o r a New Di
rector. Abo , a ll mem be r co untries apprec iating the 
nee d fo r e nha nce d Coun t ry Co ntribution s, ind ica ted 
that an increased Coun try Co ntribution will be con 
side red hy thei r Govern men ts in ord er to make the 
functio ning o f SA CE I' mo re e ffec tive . 

T he mcc ting e ndorsed the ap pointment o f MI ' 
M . Jafe r Kuze m. the no minee from the Dc mocr.u ic 
Republi c of Afg hanistan to the post of Directo r o r 
SACE P. 

L ikewise a ll the membe r co untries expressed thci r 
de e p app reciati on for the ef fo rts pu t in hy the out 
going Dir ecto r D r. Leslie Her arh of t he De mocrat ic 
Socia list Republic of Sri Lank a in nutu ring this nascent 
o rganisa tion th ro ugh its for mative yea rs . 

REAR ADM IRA l SU LTAN A HM A D . D EPUTY CHIE F MA RTIAL I .A W ADM IN ISTRATOR . Ci O VE RNM ENT O f- BA NCi L;-\ f) ESH .
 
DE LI V ERIN G T H E INA UGUR A L A D DRESS A T T H E 2N D , i O V ERNING CO U NCIL Of' SA CE P.
 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SACEP
 
VIENNA LIAISON OFFICE
 

Under the autho risa tio n of its Consultative Co m
mitt ee, T he SA C EP Secretariat wrote to prosp ective 
dono r countries/agencies for the est ablishment of a 
Trust Fund and also a mech anism to obtain support 
for its institutional infrast ruct ure. Following discus
sions. the Govern me nt of Au stria expresse d its willing
ness to assist SAC EP and offer its good off ices to 
solicit fund s fo r its acti vities from the European Com
munity. 

Th e Consulta tive Co mmittee of SA CE P at a sub
seq uent meeting whilst than king the Govern me nt of 
Aus tria fo r its kind offer of assistance , fe lt th at it co uld 
best be facilita ted by estab lishing an O ffice in Vienna 
Inte rnational Ce ntre (VIC) , that could look afte r the 
interests of SA 'EP and which co uld act as a Focal 
Po int window for so liciting and co-o rdina ting assis
tance fro m the Euro pean Co mmunity prov ided that 
the e ntire fund ing of such an o ffice be borne by the 
Gove rnme nt of Au str ia . 

This dec ision was conveyed arid the Chancellor 
of the Republic of Austria in a letter add ressed to the 
Director . reiterated the support of His Governm ent 
to SACE P in the establishment of such an ofrice in 
Vienna to liase and channe l ass istance to the act ivities 
of SACEP. 

A t the Second Govern ing Council Meet ing of 
SACEP held in Apri l, 1985, at Dhaka, Bangl ade h , 
this offer was discussed in det ail. The delegates 
tha nked the A ustrian Government for their kind offer 
o f suppo rt and agree d to the est ablishment of a Liaison 
O ffice for SACEP in Vien na. T he Governing Council 
also approved the Modalities o f O peration of the prop
osed SACEP Office in Vienna . 

The SACEP Vienna Liaison Office has already 
commen ced its functioning and is now in the pro cess 
of establishing contacts with other Int ernational Or
ganisa tions. A pre parato ry Co mmittee Meet ing was 
he ld in Nove mber, 1985 in Vienna and it is tentativ ely 
p rogr ammed that the Fir st Meeting of the Manage
ment Com mittee of the SACEP Vie nna Liaison Office 
would take place in April , 1986 at Vienna . 

The establi shm ent of the South Asia Co-opera tive Environme nt Programme (SAC E P) has been a 
positive step for ward in bringing together the countries of South Asia to jointly combat enviro nme ntal 
challenges. A promising beginning has already been made in dev eloping co mprehen sive and coherent 
enviro nme ntal programm es and projects. It may be a litt le premature st ill to assess the tangible imp act 
of these activities, nevertheless , it is most heart ening to note tha t as a result of SACEP 's initiati ves there 
is increase d consciou sness of the se rio usness of enviro nmental p roblems and support for und ertaking 
rem edi al measures. 

Dusho (Dr.) T. Tobgyel. Foreign Secretary, 
Royal Government of Bhutan . 



NEWS O:F SACEP ACTIVITIES
 

South Asian Regional Seas 
Programme 

Due to the initiati ve taken by Sf\C E P. a resolu 
tion was ado pted at the 11th G overni ng Council Meet
ing of lIN E P in May 1983. which designated the So uth 
A..ian Seas as a region to he included in th e Region al 
Seas Programme of U NEP.A meeting of National Focal 
Points of the Marine Member States of SAC EP was 
held in March 1984 in Bangkok, on the dev elopme nt 
of an Action Plan . 

At this Meeting. e ight ' Priori ty Areas o f Regional 
Concern ' wer e defined . Th e Meet ing also decide d 
upon the pre paratory activities for the implementa tion 
of the / ctio n Plan for the South Asia n Seas. These 
included initia lly. the prepa ratio n o f co untry re ports 
reviewing the enviro nmental pr oblems in the eight 
priorit y areas. outlining the possibl e soluti ons & de
scribing available institutional & human resources . 
The SACE P Secre tariat is happy to note that with the 
assistance from l. NF.P's Oceans & Coastal Areas 
Programme Activi ty Cent re (O CA/PAC) & the 
Member Countries conce rned , all country reports have 
been co mpleted . 

OCA/P c: In co-o pe ra tion with SACE P is now 
in the process 0 [' preparing a reg iona l over view on the 
basis of the se rep or ts & also a draft Act ion Plan. 
UNEP will also in the me an time pre pare a doc ument 
on the legista tive as pects of the Ac tio n Plan. 

A Meeting of J Ia tio nal Experts will be co nvened 
in ear ly 191\0 to review & revise these documents. At 
this time, a reco mmendation cou ld also be made 
concerni ng the deve lopment of a regional convent ion 
& protocol allied with the Actio n Pla n. 

It is expected th at an inter-govern me ntal meet ing will 
be convened to war ds the end of 1986 to adopt the Ac 
tion Plan . 

T he SAC E P Secreta riat has been info rmed of the 
resignation of the Direc tor of 0 ('A/PAC, Dr. Stjepan 
Keckes & wish to pJace on reco rd o ur grateful than ks 
to him for all the assistance and the pers onal inte res t 
taken by him in guiding the Sout h Asian Seas Prog
ramme throu gh its initial ph ase of formation . The 
SACEP Sec retariat wishes him the ve ry best of luck 
in his future en deavours. 

Conservation of Mangrove , 
Coral & Island Eco-systems 

SA CEP in association with the E co nomic & Soc ial 
Co mmissio n fo r Asia & Pacific (E SCA P) held a syrn
posium on the Enviro nmental Management of Man 
groves, Coral 8.: Island Eco-systems in Dhaka , in Au
gust 1983 which was atten ded by the Co astal 
Member States and a num ber of UN & other lnrer na
tion al Agencies. 

Based o n the findings of this symp osium. the 
SAC :.,P Secre tariat has prep ared a draft action prog
ramme . Many of the rec ommen dations of this action 
programm e is expected to form an integral part of the 
proposed ac tion plan for the South Asian Seas. 

Since the United Natio ns Educationa l. & Scien
tific & Cultural O rganisatio n (U ESCO ) has 0 11 go ing 
prog rammes in this subject matt er area , th e dr aft ac
tion programme has bee n fo rwarde d to them for their 
com ments and possible collaboratio n. 

Environmental Impact
 
Assessment and
 

Cost/Benefit Analysis
 

T he Go vern ment of Sri Lanka , which is SACE P's 
Focal Point for this Subject Matte r Area , kindly agreed 
to accornodate five participants from SACEP Member 
Count ries a t a National Wor kshop they co nducted in 
collaboratio n with USJ II) , in August 1985. In re
spo nse to thi s invitat ion, participant s from Nepal & 
Pakistan attended this informat ive workshop. Funding 
for the SA CEP part icipant was provided by the East 
West Environmental & Policy Institu te. Hawaii, 
(E Ar l) . 

Following discussions with the Regio nal O ffice of 
U EP, Bangkok . it has been envisage d that .s ACE P 
in colla boratio n with the United Nations Environment 
Programme & the Go ve rnment of Sri Lank a will co n
duct a Regio nal Wor kshop for participants fro m 
SACEP member countries on th is subiect matter area 
in ea rly 1986. 



Integrted Energy Saving
 
Domestic Stoves &
 

Fuelwood Systems Project
 

Th i ~ wa s o ne of th e 3 p ro jects formul at ed by th e 
UNDP/SAC EP M issio n of 1982 which th e United a
l io ns D e ve lopme nt Pro gram me decided to ado pt. 
T hey pro vided funds for a feasib ilit ' s tudy o f the pr o 
ject a nd a se nio r consultant from the Wood Bu rning 
Stoves G ro up , University of E ind hoven . I c the rlands 
visite d some of the member countries . I lis report has 
been submitted to U N O I' and th e Secret ari at now 
awa its the outcome of thi s report and also for the 
fut ure commitment of U . 'DP towards thi s pr oj ect. 

Meanwhile the D utch G o vern me nt too had be e n 
sho wing considerable in terest in thi s pro ject. The Food 
& A gr icult ura l Organisa tio n (F A O ) has mad e known 
to LIS the ir ongoing Regio na l Woo d St ov es Pro ject , 
whilst th e Eco nom ic & Socia l Com m issio n for A sia & 
Pacific (E S A P) hiav e also formulat ed a simi la r pr o
ject for Asia & Pacific . T he SA E P Se ca re tari a t is in 
close contact with both these organi sati on s for possibl e 
integration of the projects. 

Year of the Trees 

A resolution was un anim ou sly ado pted a t th e Firs t 
Governing Council Me et ing o f SA C E P in 1983, decl ar 
ing the ye a r 1988 as the Ye ar o f Trees for So uth A sia . 
This resolution wa s co mme nded by th e U nited Na tio ns 
En vironment Pr ogr amme , wh o agre ed to provide 
funds for the formulati on o f proj ects & Pr ogrammes , 
after deciding o n th e mod aliti es o f ope ra tio n . 

Whil st co un tr ies hav e bee n ad vise d to dra w u p 
th eir o wn progr ammes . in o rde r to d raw up a Region a l 
Action Pla n , the Secr et ari at is a t pr ese nt co mpiling 
information Of cou ntry requ iremen ts . 

Of the countries that hav e alre ad y co mme nce d 
activities, special mention should be m ad e of the G ov
ernment of Sri Lanka, who have laun ch ed on a very 
ambitious project under the direct supervi sion o f th e 
H o n . Prime Minister, titled" 100 Milli on Trees Pr og
ramme". 

With the assistance of U NE P, a con sultant wil l 
be visiting member countri es in order to asce rta in the 
needs of these countries in resp ect of this pr ogr amme. 
Thi s co nsulta ncy is scheduled for Fe bru ar y - M arch 
lQ86 and it is expected that by m id 1986 , a Region al 
Acti on Plan wil l be drawn up. 

Co-ordinated Environmental 
Education Programme 

T his progra m me was d ra fted o n the recom me nd a
tion o r UN D P/SACE P m issio n of 1')82 & was dcsignc 
as a packa ge progr amme for se nsitizing peo ple in a ll 
sphe res of life , from sma ll chi ld re n in rura l a rea s to 
high level decision makers . Subse q ue nt ly UNI :!, de
cided to adop t th is programm e in th e ir E nviro nm mr a l 
Education Pro gra mme fo r Asia &. Pac ific. 

A t the 2nd G ove rn ing Co uncil of S;\CEP held in 
D ha ka , Ba ngladesh in A pril 19S5 th e I ' E P dc lc aa te 
responding to the sugges tio n requ esting th at So u th 
As ia be co nside red as a " bloc" in the implemen tati on 
o f the project for Environmen tal Ed uca tio n for As ia 
& Pacific said that SA C E P ca n co nside r thi s in th e 
imple me ntation of the action plan once it has be en 
formulated & adopted. 

At the invitation of U NE P , th e D irector of 
SAC CI' attended a Meeting of Experts o n E nviro n
mental Ed ucat io n & Trainin g held in B angk o k in 
No ve mbe r 1985. At this meet ing , the pr ogram me of 
action for Environmental Ed ucat ion was fina lised & 
approved. 

In the ligh t o f this Progr amm e o f A ct io n & the 
di scu ssions held with UN EP & U NESCO. th e SACE!' 
Se cretari at ha s re vised its pr oj ect document &. h as 
subm itt ed it to U NESC O for possibl e co llabo ra t io n. 

Technology for Developrnent
 
of Renewable &
 

Reusable Resources
 

The E co nom ic & Social Commission for As ia 8.: 
Pacific Regional Cent re for Technology Tran sfer 

(E SCAP/RCTI) which is SA C E P's Focal Point for th is 
subject matter area formulated 3 country pil ot proj ects 
using Agricultural & Industrial wa stes . These pr oject s 
were ado pte d by liN Er as suitable for assist ance . 

Whi lst th e G o vernment of Netherl ands have 
shown int erest in 2 o f these project s , di scu ssion s a re 
o n a t present with a we ll est abl ished Intern ati on al O r
ga nisa tio n for the possible implementati on o f all three 
pilot proj ect s. 



A Pilot Study on Vector-Borne
 
Disease Problems in
 

Small Scale Water Resources
 
Development Projects
 

in Sri Lanka
 

This pilot study funded by the World Health Or
ganisation (WHO) is in its final stages . The field work 
which commenced in January 1985 has been completed 
& the personnel from the various local institutions 
involved are at present writing the final report for 
submission to WHO. Meanwhile the SACEP Sec
retari at has submitted an ir:ventory of this project. 

SACEP has also requested WHO to examine the 
possibilit y of launching sirriilar studies in other member 
countries of SACEP. 

General Information 

The SACEP Secretariat is pleased to announce 
that the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) 
& the United Nations Industrial Development Organi
sation (UNIDO) have established working relation
ships withSACEP &have granted SACEP permanent 
observer status. Negotiations are on with other Inter
national Organisations such as the Wo rld Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), the International Union for Conserva
tion of Nature & Natural Resources (IUCN) , the 
World Bank & the United Nations Educational , Scien
tific & Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) for similar 
working relationship. 

It is also a matter of great satisfaction that the East 
West Environment & Policy Institute, Hawaii, (EAPI) 
has become SACEP's Focal Point for the United 
State s. 

I would like to state that the launching of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 
becomes an initiative of indisputabl e significance . Sinc e the countries of the South Asia Region agreed 
in 1981 to establish SACEP as an organisation or machinery for co-operation, we not only initiated and 
launched this co-operative action , but also agree d to make financial contribution towards strengthening 
SACEP so that it would be able to render successful services in the South Asia region. 

The importance of SACEP not only lies in its being the first step towards co-operative action in 
South Asia, it also stems from the spirit and commitments th at some least developed countries undertook 
to render financial support and came forward to provide financial contributions to ensure such co-oper
ation . 

Han. Dr. Abdul Ghafar Lakanwal, 
Minister for Agriculture and Land Reform, 

Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 



NEWS A OUT NEXT ISSUE 

CORALS, MANGROVES AND ISLAND
 
ECO-SYSTEMS IN SOUTH ASIA
 

T he prote tion of the marine environment and 
rel ated ceo-systems has been ide ntified as a maj or 
problem amo ng most countries of Asia and eve n in 
the Pacif ic , the degree of severity of the pro blems 
va rying from country to country . Studies unde rtaken 
have revealed tha t the marine env iro nment of the 
South Asia Region i seriously threatened due to dis
charge o f sett lemen ts from bot h on sho re and off shore 
activities. From it also rev ealed, the ecol ogical impor
tance o f specialised marine eco-system s such as Man
groves, Corals and Islan d Eco-systems. 

The maritime count ries of the South Asian Region 
have extensive mangrove ar eas which act as a major 
spawning, breeding and nursery grounds for comm er
cia lly important coastal organisms on which the small 
scal e fisherman in these countries depend upon for 
the ir livelihood and on which the coastal population 
ut ilize as a cheap source of animal protein . 

T he Sunderban forest, exte nding over six 
thousand square kilometer s in Bangladesh and an 
equally large area in India, is the largest such Man
grove forest in the worl d and quite un ique in its ecolog
ical characteristics . In Bangladesh , it constitutes on e 
eighth of the total fo rest cover in the cou ntry and its 
environmental and economic importance could be 
measured from the fact that one .third of the count ry 's 
population one way or the other depend upon the 
Sunderban for their livelihood . Similarly, the Ande
man Islands possess so me of the most virginal mangrove 
forests in th e world. 

The Maldives an d Laccad ive (Lakshadwip ) island 
chain -are of exclusive coral origin ami fo rm the largest 
co ra l- atoll in th e wo rld . Th e Sout h As ian Regio n is 
also unique in its d ive rse island types of d iffe rent 
geol o ical origins . eco-sy .te rns st ructu re and eco logical 
balances, to which the natives ha ve adapted in a uni que 
traditional manner. 

All these eco-system s are, at pre sent , facing va r
ious forms of destruction . The Mangrove en vironment 
is tod ay in various stages o f degradation du e to exte n
sive deforestat ion , recl amation mainly for U rban de
velopment. sedimenta t ions and do mestic pollution . 
The coral and island ecosystems are suffering fro m 
ext en sive Cor al mining . sedimentations, unmanaged 
fishe ry by destructive methods and se rious deve lop
mental stress particularly from the development of 
Tourism . 

Thus the obj ectives of SACEP's programmes a rc 
most opportune in trying , initially to evalua te the car
rying cap acity of th ese fragi le ecosystems in or de r to 
restore them to their form er pot ential and the n to 
sustain the long range developme nt of its re sources. 

The printing of this Newsletter , from its inception in January 1984, has been solely du e to the assistance 

received from the UNEP Regional Office, Bangkok .The SACEP Secretariat wishes to place on record it' s 

deep appreciation for this very kind gesture, especially to the Regional Director Dr Nay Htun. 


	Volume 4 - December 1985
	Highlights from 2 GC - SACEP
	Editorial
	Director of SACEP from Afghanistan
	Out going Director of SACEP
	Messgae from Minister of State, Environment & Forest, India
	Message from Minister of Fisheries, Sri Lanka
	SACEP Environmental Legislation Programme
	2 GC of SACEP in Dhaka, April 1985
	Establishment of SACEP Vienna Liaison Office
	Messgae from Foreighn Secretary, Bhutan
	News of SACEP Activities
	Message from Minister of Agriculture & Land Reform, Afghanistan
	News about Next Issue


