
EDITORIAL 
From t ime imm emori al, tre es have contributed to the 

economic and social act ivities of th e hum an com mun ity in a 
variety of w ays. They have been a fam ily asset, a source of food, 
fuel and fodder for the commun ity and playa fundamental ro le 
in protect ing watersheds, ensu r ing soil fertil ity, deterring 
desert ifi cat ion and mo st important ly providing habitats for w ild 
li fe and genet ic plant resources. The trees are also the vita l 
constituents of the environme nta l ecosystems. 

The Sout h A sian Region from the very orig in was well 
endow ed w it h trop ical rai n for ests, one of the richest and most 
delicately balanced eco logical systems in the world. However, 
through the ages, both forests and trees have been gross ly 
exploited by man w it hout any cons iderat ion to the ill eff ects that 
such exploit at ion can cause to the envi ronment and the 
resource base. 

Shihing cultivat ion, forest encroachm ent, deforestat ion by 
development projects , forest degradation caused by I gging, 
livestock grazing, fuelwood collection, fore st f ires and the 
inevitable outco me of high population growth have resu lted in 
t he severe destru ct ion of this invaluable biolog ica l resource. 

These w ere pro bably th e main reasons that prompted 
SACEP to ado pt a resoluti on at its First Governing Council 
Meeting call ing all countr ies of South A sia to declare the year 
1988 as THE YEAR OF TREES FOR SOUTH A SIA and to set out 
its targets and th e incumbent responsibiliti es for SACEP 
member countri es. 

In respo nse to the call of SA CEP, the member countries 
immediately launched var ious prog ram mes of tr ee plantation . 
The act iv it ies und ertaken by the member cou nt ri es und er this 
resolut ion , however small or large they may be, hav e been a 
step towards th e planting of more trees and most importantly 
educating th e people and creating awareness in them for th e 
need to protect and conserve the existing tre e cover in th eir 
surro und ings . 

Th is SA CEP resolution has also been th e base to laun ch a 
more amb it iou s follow-up programme in th e declarat ion of th e 
DECADE OF TREES commencing in t he year 1990. The 
experien ces of memb er count ries in work ing for THE YEA R OF 
TREES FOR SOUTH ASIA w ould act as a guideline and it is 
hoped th at by the co-o perat ive effort s of th e member countries 
of SA CEP th ey would be able to resurrect, restore and establi sh 
tree and forest cove r in the South Asian Region to the required 
extent. 

ON SI GLE WORLD 
Soaring struct ures and industri es, 

Are not development alone, 

Envi ron ment and development m ust go 

hand in hand, 

What happe ns tomorrow, 

If va les and h il ls are shorn? 

M ake up your minds so th ere w on 't be 

Another cau se to mou rn !! 
- Nepal. 

M ESSAGE 
Today env ironment is a common concern of al l human 

being s of the g lobe irrespect ive of race and nat ionality. It is not a 
sphere sepa rate fro m hum an acti vit y, rat her degradation of 
environment is mostl y by-products of hu ma n act ivities fo r their 
surviva l, comfortable livmq and fu lfi lment of aspira tions . Til e 
envi ronment can be adversely poll u ted by a nation or a grou p of 
nations, but abating of that en vironme n tal poll ut ion is not a job 
poss ible to be tackled by a singl e country; its hand ling invariably 
calls for Sub -regional, Regional and Global co-operation . in 
this respect, the creation of the South A sia Co-operat ive 
Environment Programm e has been a tim ely bold step of 
farsight edness, and its program mes and act ivit ies un dertaken 
and accomplis hed th us far in ce its incept ion is really 
praisew orthy. 

SACEP in its Envi ronmental M an agement endeavours, 
have all along received the supp ort of its M ember States and 
Un ited Nat ions Agencies and Intern at ional Organisati ons . The 
role of SA CEP as th e Central Ag ency fo r Env i ron mental 
M anagement Activiti es in the South Asia Region has been 
further enhanced by th e fact that th e Marine Member States of 
South Asia have design ated SA CEP to be th e Secretariat for th e 
implem entation of th e South Asian Seas Action Plan. 

As such, th e importance of SA CEP's achi evem ent s w ill be 
of global signif icance, as it lin ks up wi th UNEP's Regiona l Seas 
Programme, consi dere d by many as the " Crow ning Jewel of 
UNEP." 

Further, the programm e of Year of Trees fo r South Asia as 
declared by SACEP along w ith symbo lic observation of 8th 
March 1988 as the Day of Trees is a un iqu e step and the 
launching of the Decade of Trees from 1990 also bears a great 
importance and significance towards enhance me nt of the tree 
cover of different countries of South Asia. 

In this context, I appeal to th e MemberStates and the UN 
and other International Agenc ies for their ren ewed and 
enhanced support for SAC EP's acti vi t ies so that its ro le in 
envi ronmental matters in this region is furthe r st rengt hened. 

AMS HOQUE DIRECTOR 
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WELCOME TO SACEP 
M r. A m ir M ohammed Shamsul Hoque, born in Daudkandi 

Upazil a in the di stri ct of Com illa, Bangladesh on 26th Au gust 
1938 , f ir st graduated in Basic Sc ien ces and then in Civi l 
Engineer ing fr om the University of Dhaka. He th en pr oceeded 
to the USA, where he obt ai ned a M asters Degree in Civil 
Engineer ing fr om the New M exico St ate Univer sit y, Las Cruces 
with Pol lution Contro l, Water Supply and Sanitary Eng ineering 
as spe cia l subjects. He also unde rwe nt hi gher pra ctica l tr ain ing 
thr ou gh fell ow shi psobtain ed fr om seve ra l Int ernat ion al and UN 
Agencies. 

M r Hoq ue se rved th e Government OT Bangldesh since 
19 66 in variou s capac it ies and also undertook a Spe cial 
Assignment for the Gov ernment of A bu Dhabi , U.A. E. He 
assumed dut ies as the 3rd Di recto r of SA CEP on 1st Augu st 
1988. 

A s a represe ntat ive of t he Govern ment of Ban gladesh, M r 
Hoqu e part icipated in m any National and Inter nat ion al 
Seminar s, Workshops and St udy Tours He w as al so the 
Chairman of the Ed itor ial Boar d of the Departm ent of Public 
Health Engineer ing An nual Techn ical Journal and has 
contributed many art ic les on environmental co ncerns to 
vari ou s news papers and Journals in Bangladesh . 

M r Hoque is m arried and has three da ughters and one son . 

SACEP AND SAARC 
From time immemoria l the South A sian Region ha s been a 

me lting pot of many races, many cultures and many 
civ il isat ion s. DUri ng th e vast span of t ime through mutual 
interaction and co -operat ion a new ord er and civi l isat ion ha s 
developed. 

M an int rin sica lly is a social being and th e sense of co
operati on is inborn in h im . The urge of sharin g life led to the 
evoluti on of the concept of living through co-operation . 

The emergence of SAC EP in 19 8 1, wa s in fact the 
cu lminati on of two years of deep deliberat ions by th e South 
A sian cou ntr ies on the feasibility of regional co-operat ion on 
en vir onm entall y sustai nab le develop me nt acti vities. Th e 
deci sion to initiate joi nt act ion by th ese So uth A sia n Cou ntries 
havin g a total popu lat ion , 100 0 million , is indeed a very 
sig nif ica nt eve nt in w ha te ver way one wi shes to vie w thi s 
cohes ion. 

It wa s hoped at that t ime that thi s South Asian co-operat ive 
programme over ti me co uld wel l be the nursery for further co 
operat ion in other rele vant areas It w ould not be over -told to 
say that the format ion of SAC EP was probably the stepping 
ston e to the SAC EP Member St ates in the form ati on of ano ther 
Regi onal Co-operative Body in the name an d style of South 
Asian A ssociat ion of Region al Co-operation (SAARC), whose 
di sciplines main ly cove r po lit ica l, economic, socia l and cultural 
aspects. 

At th is juncture of time, it is th e general expe ctat ion that 
both SA CEP and SAARC sho uld make effort s to utilise scarce 
resources and valuable t im e in such a wa y that it wi l l not create 
competition, rather fo llow the path of co -ope ration in order to 
avoi d dupl ication . Thus estab lishment of a d irect li nkage 
between SACEP and SAARC wo uld be a prudent and 
progressive idea for sustainab le deve lopment of South A sia. 

YEAR OF TREES 
Trees are main const itu ents, 

Of man's earth ly abode; 
M an sho uld ut ili se tr ees, 

In a sus tain ab le mode. 

Vegetat ion s are essen ti al things, 
A l l liv ing bei ngs to fee d; 

M an should co nse rve th ese, 
For h is eco logica l need. 

Forest tr ees are cleared, 
For fue lwood and cultivat ion, 

Trees' decay is alarming , 
By acid rain and consurnot ion 

SACEP noti ng disa ppea r ing for ests , 
Decl ared '88, Year of Trees; 

Member s foll ow ed the programme, 
An d planted mil lions of trees . 

Observan ce of Decade of Trees, 
Is SACEP 's next fo resight; 

Planting and preserving st rategy, 
Sh all keep enviro nme nt bright. 

The President Gene ra l M uh ammad Zia 
ul-Haq is wa tering th e sap ling planted 
by him at Aiwan-e -Sadr, Islam abad, on 
7.8. 1988 to celebrate 1988 as the Year 
of Trees. 
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1988 - YEAR OF TREES
 
FOR SOUTH ASIA
 

At the First Governing Counci l 
M eeting of th e South Asia Co-operat ive 
Environment Programme (SA CEP) held 
in January 1983 in Colombo, Honourable 
M inister of Lands and Land Developmen t 
and M ahaw eli Development, Govern 
ment of Sr i Lanka, M r Garnin i 
Dissanayake , recogni sing the serious 
state of deforesta tion and degradation of 
forest resources leading to ult imate 
desertifi cat ion in th e SA CEP region, 
made a proposal for t aking up an urgent 
co-operat ive act ion to incr ease th e tree 
cover of the Sout h Asian Region . This 
farsighted proposal w as cordia lly 
accepted by the Govern ing Counci l and 
aft er a detail ed discussion , it w as 
unanim ously reso lved to dec lare the 
year 1988 as " The Year of Trees for 
South Asia." The Governi ng Council also 
directed the SA CEP Secretariat to draw 
up a Regiona l Act ion Plan and to ini t iate a 
suitable programme in th is respect. 

The geog raphica l boun dary of South Asia 
wa s men tio ned mainly due to the fact 
that t his was a reso lut ion adopted at a 
Governing Council Meet ing of SA CEP. 
How ever, in proposin g th is resolution, it 
was hoped that other countries the w orld 
over w ould also jo in us in parallel and the 
programme hopefu lly, w oul d become a 
global event. 

The object of this strategy w as not 
onl y to plant more t rees for enha nceme nt 
of env iro nment but also to examine the 
cu rrent was teful utili zat ion of wood and 
w ood prod ucts and to form ulate projects 
and progra mmes for the ir efficien t use as 
well . 

It w ill not be out of place to men tion 
that the 11 th M eet ing of the Governi ng 
Council of United Natio ns Env ironm ent 
Programme (UNEP) commended th e 
initiatives taken by SA CEP and its 
Mem ber States and drew th e attent ion of 
other countr ies of A sia and Pacif ic Region 
to conside r and desig nate 1988 as ' The 
Year of Trees for Asi a and Pacif ic 
Region ." 

The meet ing also requested th e 
UNEP's Executive Director to support 
with in avai lable resources the for mula 
t ion of projec ts and prog rammes by 
SACEP in connec tio n wi th the Year of 
Trees and also to assist in solicit ing funds 
from th e Aid Giving Agencies for th e 
impleme nt - t ion of the "Year of Trees " 
programme. 

Accordingly, the SA CEP Secretariat 
requested all Member Countr ies to chal k 
out program me acti vit ies in connection 
with th e Year of Tr ees Programm e and 
also to inform if they wou ld require any 
assistance Me anwhile UNEP Regional 
Off ice for Asi a and Pac if ic provided 
a sistance by way of fielding a consu ltant 
to visit Member Countr ies to survey th e 
requi rem ent , and based on the 
requirements of th e mem ber countries, a 
Regional Act ion Plan w as draw n up. 

The A ction Plan as prepa red by 
SACEP wa s subm itted to UNEP's ROAP 
for assistance and they spec ifica lly 
assisted SA CEP in the fo llowing areas of 
act ivit ies: 

a) Preparatio n of a V ideo Cassette; 
b) Preparat ion of a Radio J ing le; 
c) Publish ing of a Specia l Issue of the 

SACEP Newslett er; and 
d) Assistance to M em ber Countr i s to 

cele brate a day in 1988 s 'T he Day 
of Trees fo r South Asia." 

One of the specif ic recom menda
t ions of the Regional A ct ion Plan w as the 
des ignating of a specif ic day in the year 
1988 to celebr te as ' T he Day of Trees 
for South Asia." Taking all th ese facto rs 
into consi deration, th e 8TH OF MARCH, 
1988 w as selected as "The Day of Trees 
for Sout h As ia " In accordanc with thi s 
decision, all SAC EP M ember Count ries 
celebrated this occasion by cond uct ing 
symbolic act ivit ies of tr ee plantat ion in a 
befitt ing mann er . 

It is a memorable achievem ent for 
SACEP that through t he collective acti on 
of its Member Count ries in con nection 
wi th Year of Trees Proqrarn rne. a 
signi ficant step has been taken to 
combat the loss of t ree cover in thi s 
reg ion. In this connect ion, th e pro 
gram me of th e Sr i Lankan Govern ment 
in pla nting of On e Hundred M i ll ion Trees 
w h ich they have comp leted successfully, 
deserves a special me ntio n. A gre ater 
deal of awa reness for th e need for 
suffic ient tree cover has also been 
cr ate d by this prog ra mme among th e 
people of the member countries . 

The Region al A ct ion Plan of SAC EP 
also envisage d a foll ow-up prog ramme 
wi th the fo llow ing main areas of acti vity: 

a) Int er-Government al Meet ing to 
evaluate th e success of t he var ious 
act ivit ies of "The Year of the Trees" 

b) Launching a Program me of 'T he 
Decade of Trees" f rom 1990; and 

c) Celebration of a Tree Plan t ing W eek 
every yea r dur ing the proposed 
Decade. 

It is hop ed by SA CEP that th e foll ow
up activ it ies enume rated above wo uld be 
support ed by some fun ding agenci es. 

SACEP SNIPPET 
The SACEP Secretariat wishes to 

acknowledge with thanks the special 
contribution made by the Government 
of Sri Lanka as Focal Point for the 
Subject Matter Area of Envi ronm en tal 
Impact Assessment and Cost/ Benefit 
Analysis. by making available two 
Publications namely - Towards Sus
tainable Growth The Envolution of 
Environmental St rat egies and Policies 
in Sri Lanka - 1978 - 1986 by Mr. 
K,H .J . Wijayadasa and Hand-Book on 
Environmental Impact A ssessment for 
di st ribution among th e Member Count
ries of SACEP. 

Forests and herbaceous vegetation 
are the foremost life supporting 
resources of this earth. In that celebrated 
speec h indigenous A merican Tri bal Chief 
Seattle spoke of a concept in w hich those 
ancient people considered nature as a 
resou rce to be protected, loved, and 
preserved for poste rity. He said : 

"The rivers are our brothers, fo r 
they car ry the loads of our canoes... 
Flow ers are our sist ers. This earth 
is our mother and if w e spit on it, 
we are spitt ing on ou r mother. This 
land w e inhabit w as the sacred 
ground on w hich ou r ancestors ' 
bones w ere laid to rest ...1f you take 
th is land f rom us you mu st also 
teach your children to prot ect it like 
th eir ow n moth er ..." 

Seattl e
 
Ameri can Red Indian Chief
 

(1854)
 

" Mecha nica l I:n gineers have 
supplied all th e peopl es of t he earth w ith 
ma rvelo us inventions, but w e mu st 
admit th at many of th ose invention s are 
imperfe ct. W e po ison riv ers w ith the 
eff luents, ch arge that atmosph ere w ith 
noxious fumes, jar the nerves w ith 
vibrat ions, deafen our ears w ith nois es 
and off end our eyes with ugly factori es 
and a country side destroyed by our 
activi ti es. I can imagine no more 
beneficen t wo rk to r the engineer and t he 
scient ist th an th e removal of all those 
things w h ich st ill mark th e great and 
w onderful work they have done. Ma ya ll 
of you w ho are com ing on to th e field tha t 
we are leaving, car ry our w ork step 
further tow ards a lar ger and great er 
eff iciency than w e have ever kn own, and 
remove the defects of appl ied sch ien e 
w ithout dimi nish ing the great benefits 
w h ich it has conferred upon mankind." 

Lough man St. Pend red 
Presidential Add ress before 
the Inst itu t ion of M ech an ical 
Engineering, 

Lond on, Octobe r 17, 1930. 
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PROJECT NEWS
 

REGIONAL SEAS 
PROGRAMME 

The progress of Sou th Asian Seas 
Programme in the adopt ion of an A ction 
Plan has reached impasse due to a sta nd 
an taken by a M ember Country on th e 
institut ional, f ina ncial and legal ar ran ge
ments for the Ac tion Plan. This has 
create a ser io us doubt in th e mind f 
UNEP w ho hav e so far spent over half a 
mi ll ion US Doli ars on various preparat ory 
act ivit ies con nected with th develop
ment of this Act ion Plan. How ever, the 
conc ern ed fi ve M em ber Cou ntr ies of 
SACE P h ve been req ues ted by UNEP to 
reit erate their long term pol it ical and 
financ ia l com mitment to the develop
me nt and im pleme ntat ion of thi s co
operat ive progr amme befo re UNEP could 
conti nue to commi t furt her funds and 
manpower resources to the progra m me. 

Desp ite of this temporary set back, 
act iv iti es in 2 approved pr iority projects 
have already comme nced : 

Firstl y, the Proj ect on th e Develop
ment of an Operational Regiona l 
Cont ingency Plan for responding to 
M arine Pollu tion Emergencies for South 
Asian Region under execution by the 
tnternat ional Maritime Organisat ion 
(IM O) got underway in September 1988 
Mr Roy Nich ol s, the Consu ltant 
appointed by IM O visited the 5- M arin e 
Member St ates on an adv isory and data 
collecti on mission in ord er to: 

a) PrepAre an updated revie w of 
Nat ional Cont inge ncy Plans; 

b) Prepa re an outl ine of a draft region al 
conti nge ncy plan and tec hnic al 
background informat ion documents 
based on data availa ble; and 

c) Ident ify further techn ical ass istance 
requirements in the f ield combati ng 
M ari ne Po lluti on fo r indi vidua l 
countries. 

Based on Mr Nichols' repo rt a 
workshop wi ll be held somet ime in mid 
1989, in w h ich the report s will be 
reviewed and hopefull y an agreed 
operational arra ngement could be 
reached w her eby South Asian Count ries 
will co-operate in repo rt ing and 
responding to future major M arine 
Pollut ion Inci dents. 

Secondl y, the first of 3 proposed 
workshops in connect ion w ith the Pr ior ity 
project " Development of a System of 
Protected Ar eas in th e South As ian Seas 
Region " is sch edul ed to take place in 
J anuary 1989 in Colombo. Th is 
workshop will concent rate on ident ifying 
critical M arin e habitats and ecosys tems 
of the South Asian Reg ion. The 
Int ern at ional Un ion for th e Conserva tio n 
of Nature and Nat u ral Resources (IUCN) 
who is the executing age ncy for the 
projec t is presen tly identifying the 
parti cipant s and making the logistics 
arrangement s with SACEP and the 
Government of Sri Lank a w ho w ould be 
assist ing them in this w orkshop. 

ENVIRONMENTAL
 
LEGISLATION
 

Followi ng the succ ssful complet ion 
of Phase 1 of the SA CEP/U NDP 
Envi ronmental Legislat ion Project, the 
SACEP Secret ariat has been approaching 
several collaborat ing agen ies to ass ist in 
the implementation of Phase II of the 
Project w h ich includes: 

Providing in-serv ice training to nat ional 
a) 

personne l in envir nm ental laws and 
th ereby beco me competen t to update 
environment laws; 

b) Giv ing advise on the content of the 
curr icula of law co lleges f r the 
Integration of environmental law at II 
levels of legal education; 

c) Creating w areness amo ng the legal 
profession and other interested groups 
on the importance of up- to ··date 
environm ntal legisl ' t ion ; and 

d) Giv ing advice on the enfor ement of the 
prov isions of env ironmental law s. 

Some agencies have shown interest 
in this area of act ivity and the SACEP 
Secretariat is conf ident that th is project 
could be made operat ional short ly. 

CONSERVATION OF
 
CORALS,
 

MANGROVES AND
 
ISLAND
 

ECOSYSTEM
 
Since the activ ities of thi s Subject 

Area are compleme ntary to the w ork 
programme of the South Asian Seas 
Regiona l Progr amme, the SACEP 
Secretariat is at present in communica
t ion with ESCAP in orde r to ascertain the 
feasi bility of conduct ing a Train ing 
Course on Coastal Resource M anage
ment Plann ing for pa rtci pants from th e 
5 Ma n ne Member States of SACEP 

The bro ad obje ct ives of the course 
will be to provide th e part icipants w ith 
conceptua l understand ing of the Coastal 
Environment, Coastal M anagem ent and 
Plann ing Techn iques and through 
worksh op part icipat ion a practic al 
experie nce in Assessing and Plan ning of 
the Coastal Zone Protected Areas. The 
course will als o provide a basic 
understanding and experie nce in the 
preparation of Coasta l Resource 
M anagem ent Plans and also possibl y a 
comparison of Coasta l Zone M anage
ment Plans now in operation . 

ENVIRONMENTAL
 
CLEARING HOUSE
 

SERVICES
 
PROJECT
 

The SA CEP Sec retar iat had disc us
sio ns w it h an As ian Development Bank 
M ission wh ich visited Sri Lanka in 
November 1988, and there is a stro ng 
poss ibli ty that th e above pro ject wou ld 
be financed by ADS and implementat ion 
be started by Ju ly 198 9. The Mi ssion 
in formed that the ADS w ould be send ing 
a formal Tech n ical A ssistan ce Proposal 
in Februa ry 1989. for considerat ion and 
approva l by SA CEP 

The Project involv e. th initi al 
sett ing up of an Informa tion Dissem ina
tion Centr e at the SAC EP Secretar iat. 
The project also envisages the sett ing up 
of m in i-cent re in some M embers State s 
of SA CEP. The scope of the projec t w ould 
initially deal w ith a few subjec t areas 
w itil pro vision of expansion. The proiect 
w ou ld ini t ially be for one year and shou ld 
the project be sat isfactor y, eff orts cou ld 
be made to ex tenrLthe proje ct throug h 
Country Contr ibut ions and donat ions 
from Int ern ational Agencies. 

CO-ORDINATED
 
ENVIRONMENT
 

EDUCATION
 
PROGRAMME
 

Th is project wh ich w as approved at 
the First Governing Coun cil of SACE P 
has underg one many modifi cat ions and 
followin g the disc ussions th e SA CEP 
Secretar iat had wit h a UNESCO 
Representat ive w ho visit ed th e SA CEP 
Secretari at in Febru ary 1988, th e 4th 
Govern ing Counci l of SA CEP un 
an im ously agreed to request UNESCO to 
prepare an Inter Country Environmental 
Education Project for South As ia and 
submi t to an interested UN or othe r 
Inte rnat ional Organ isat ion for funding 
and for th em to exec ute th e project, in 
colla bora tio n w it h SA CEP 

UNESCO has act ively taken up thi s 
resolut ion and since UNDP had sho w n 
consi derable interest in th is projec t, a 3 
page project summary has been 
forwarded to them for th eir study and 
consideration . A n ear ly response is 
expe cted from UNDP on this matte r . 
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COUNTRY NEWS ON YEAR OF TREES ACTIVITIES
 

AFGHANISTAN
 

The Governm ent of A fghanista n in 
su pport of the SACEP Decl aratio n of 
1988 as the Year of Tres s of out h Asi a, 
undertook a vas t program me of activ ity, 
the spec ial feat ures of which were th e 
follow ing. 

Launch ing of a program me of 
afforesta t ion and re-afforestat ion in 
areas located largely in wa te rsheds in 
orde r to protect th e agricu ltural land 
agai nst eros ion; 

Review ing and imp rovement in the 
man agement of forest nurseries and 
the raising of various forestry spec ies 
seedlings to meet th e demand of the 
pu blic; 

Organisation and Implementat ion of 
vo lu ntary progra mmes of plant ing 
tr ees for greenery purposes al lover the 
cou ntry; 

Intr odu cti on and imp rovem ent of th e 
supply and dist r ibution of seedlings to 
the people; 

Establishm ent of aud io-visua l facilities 
in order to create awareness, 
enthusiasm and co-operation between 
the peopl e and the for estr y department 
by prov iding fast growing species of 
trees; and 

Launching of program mes for the 
imp rovement of indigenous popla rs 
through rejuven ati on of th e stock. 

Th e specific activi t ies which have 
already been un dertaken are : 

a) The reserv at ion of 260 hectares of 
forest lan d every year fo r planting of 
tree s; 

b) All ocati on of 9 1 hectares for 
nurseri es; and 

c) Dem arcation of 10 hecta res in the 
watersheds areas of the Sc ima ngan 
Province as nu rseries. 

BANGLADESH 
The Gov ern ment of th e People's 

Republic of Bangladesh un dertook a 
comprehensi ve programme for protecting 
th e environme nt from rapid degr adati on 
and during the last few years, they took 
ma ny remarkable steps to com bat 
vario us form s of pollution of the 
envi ronment including desertif icat ion. 

The highl ights of the acuv mes in 
Bang ladesh duri ng the SACEP Year of 
Trees activiti es are as follow s: 

a) Abo ut 48 mi ll ion seedl ings of t imber 
and fu elw ood spec ies have been 
planted by forest depar tmen ts 
through affo restat ion and reforesta
t ion program mes in over 40,000 
acres of pub lic land; 

b) Nearly 7.2 million seedli ngs of 
t imber, fuelwood and fr uit species 
w ere raised by forest departments 
and distributed to the publ ic for 
plant ing in homesteads and other 
pr ivate land ; 

c) M any seminars, sym posia on Year of 
Trees were organised by various 
Govern ment Department s and 
NG O's ; and 

d) A special semi na r to observe 8th of 
M arch as SA CEP's Day ofTrees wa s 
organised . 

The Hon our able Presid en t Mr. 
Hussain lVIoham mad Ershad has put a 
great emphasis on tree pla nta tion to stop 
desert ifi cati on and protect ion of marine 
ecosys tem . In h is ina ugura l address, in a 
tw o-day workshop on Coastal 
Development and Manag ement the 
President said , 'The coasta l ecosys te m 
should be preserved through approp ria te 
and int egrated deve lopme nt of nat ural 
resources to ut il ise them to achieve ou r 
objec ti ves of economic development and 
prosper ity." 

He said , " National Park, M ar ine 
Park, Bir d Sanctuary and Wildlife 
Sanctua ry shou ld be developed in the 
coasta l areas to maintain the ecological 
balance. In addition to t ree plan tation in 
t hese parks, em phasis also shou ld be 
given on afforestat ions in those areas 
where plants have become extinct. Suc h 
effo rts would help us bu ild a beauti ful 
and well-p lanned coasta l garden w hose 
fruits, leaves, juices and roots wo uld 
ensu re us a health y living." 

The President also stated, "The 
coastal areas are ravaged by frequent 
cyclones, tid al bore, floods, erosio n, 
landslid e and different other natural 
calami t ies. The coastal forests reser voi rs 
and wetlands are our assets which 
shou ld be preserved fo r our own need. 

BHUTAN
 
The Royal Kingdom of Bhutan is one 

of the few count ries in the Wo rld wh ere 
th e ravages of deforestatio n hav e not st iII 
th reatened th e ecosy stem How ever, 
thei r comprehensiv e acti vities in 
response to th e SAC EP Declarati on of 
the Year of Trees Resolu tion sign ify thei r 
deep comm itment to ensure that there 
should be adequate ree cover in the ir 
country. 

The act ivit ies they un dertook at the 
call of SA CEP w ere concern ed ma inly 
w ith th establish ment of a netw ork of 
nu rseries in di fferent part s of til e coun try 
by importati on of suitable variet ies of 
plant ing ma ter ial from the member 
cou ntries of SA CEP. These nurseries 
wo uld prov ide the planting materi al to 
Satellite Stat ions from where pla nt ing 
materia l will be re-d istri buted at cost to 
th e gene ral populace. Encouragemen t 
through suitable incentive schemes 
were also arranged for th e establish
me nt of pr ivate nurser ies in the d iffe rent 
parts of th e country by the impor tatio n of 
sui tab le varieti es of plant ing material . 

Ac tion was also taken to plant t rees 
on the main avenues of the pr incipal 
towns by th e local governments of the 
respective townsh ips and with a view to 
encou raging and promot ing tre e planti ng, 
a poste r comp et it ion w as also organ ised 
in the schools of Bhutan. 

INDIA 
In response to th e ca ll of SA CEP in 

the decla rat ion of 1988 as The Year of 
Trees for South Asia, the Govern ment of 
Ind ia dovetail ed its cu rrent on-going 
act iv ities as its contrib ut ion to th is 
resoluti on . 

Some of the important act ivities in 
this con nect ion are enume rated below 
and indicate th e mag nit ude of activi t ies 
carried out by the Gove rn ment of India . 

The Governme nt of India establi shed 
an autonom ous board known as the 
National Wastelands Developm ent Board 
(NW DB) in 1985 , to form ulate, co
ordinate and concret ise program me for 
the manag ement and development of 
wastelands in t he cou ntry. The NWD B is 
at present impl ement ing various schemes 
for increasing biomass throughou t the 
country in collaborat ion wi th various 
implem enting agencies. One of th ese 
schemes is th e plan ting of fast growing 
fodder and f uelw ood spec ies. 

A scheme know n as Operation Soi l 
Water is in operation in selected 
mi crowater shed areas in the country for 
eff ecti ng all round imp rovement of th ese 
areas . 
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A scheme of providing grants-in-aid MALDIVESto voluntary agencies has been initiated 
w ith a view to involving NGOs in the 
process of development of wastelands 
with people's participation . Under this 
scheme, establishment of de-centralised 
nurseries, school nurseries, block 
plantat ion on community land and lands 
belonging to the weaker sections of the 
society, pasture development are 
undertaken. During the operation of this 
scheme for the last two years, 177 
projects involving 131 agencies have 
been finalised all over the country 
involving financial commitment of Rs. 
11.21 lakhs and 250 lakhs seedlings 
have been raised in 1986 - 87 

The scheme of dece ntralised 
nurseries was introduced in 1986-87 
w ith a view to promoting people's 
part icipat ion in afforestation. The 
scheme aims at setting up village 
nurseries through the help of small 
farmers, schools, women groups, 
volu ntary agencies and co-operatives. In 
198 7-8 8, 26.7 crores seedlings were to 
be ra ised under this scheme. 

Under Silvi Pasture Scheme, 
nutr it ious grass and fod der are to be 
provided at reasonable prices to the ru ral 
population so as to encourage them to 
stall feed their catt le. The scheme 
envi sages raising of fodder tr ees, shrubs, 
legumes and grass on degraded 
marginal /sub-marginal lands of farmers. 
The to tal allocation for the Scheme in the 
Seventh Plan is Rs. 13 crores. 

There is a scheme of providing, margin 
money assistance to autonomous 
bodies/corporations. The scheme is 
being taken up with the objective of 
rafsing fuelwood, fodder, small timber 
and commercial timber plantations with 
the help of institutional finance. 

There are som e schemes which will 
be taken up by the government for 
increasing the tempo of afforestat ion in 
the country in the near future. Under this 
area, oriented fuelw ood/ fodder scheme, 
seed develop ing projects, aerial seeding 
in degraded and un approachable land 
areas are important. 

Due to sincere efforts on the part of 
th e Government of India in 1987-88, 
around 1.9 m illi on ha. of land w as 
afforested. In 1988-8 9, th e govern ment 
has made a provision for aff orest ing 2.28 
million ha. of w astelands in the count ry. 
Ap art from the Government's efforts, 
sponta neous part icipation of people in 
afforestat ion act iviti es is a w elcome sign. 
This has com e about because of intense 
spread of environm en ta l awareness 
among gene ra l popu lat ion. There is a 
system of holding Van Mahotsav' 
(creat ion of fore sts) fu nct ions every year 
at the start of the M onsoon season. Th is 
funct ion heralds the starting of the 
plan tat ion season. The observance of 
this ritual is rooted deeply in th e 
tr adit ions of the Ind ian soc iety . 
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The Government of Maldives 
recognising the need for plant ing and 
conservinq tree cover in their Country 
planned and executed many activities in 
connection with SACEP's Declaration of 
the Year of Trees . The act ivities 
undertaken are listed below: 

A workshop on the need for 
Conservation of Indigenous Island 
Flora was undertaken where the 
participants were decision makers at 
the grass root level , the Atoll Chiefs and 
the Senior Government Officials . 

A survey was conducted in Male where 
the conditions impeding healthy 
growth of flora was assessed by a 
consultant firm . However, the Govern
ment of M aldives feels that these 
findings need to be checked by another 
survey as they have some doubts on 
the findings. 

A special tree planting programme in 
the capital Male was organised where 
the M ayor and the W ard M embers 
mobilised the people of Male to collect 
seedl ings and cutt ings of trees for 
planting. 

Pilot Tree Plant ing w as condu cted in 
suitab le areas w here recom mended 
plan ts such as Jak, Mango, Casur in e, 
Pomegranate,Tamarind, Neem, Bamboo 
and Lime were grown. A lso planting of 
trees in resort islands were undertaken. 
All salt tolerant timber trees and grass 
were recommended to be grown in 
addition to grow ing ornamental and 
other flowering plants. 

A well formulated comprehensive 
awareness programme was undertaken 
to educate the public. All media 
including Radio and T.V. were used to 
emphasise the benefits that trees 
render to th e individuals. 

'YEA R OF TREES' pamp hle ts were 
pr inted and distributed. Arrangem ents 
have also been made to issue YEAR OF 
TREE Stamps. Stam ps of di fferent 
denomi nations were designed so as to 
carry the message of Year Of Trees 
such as conservation of endangered 
trees. 

Competit ions and awards to school 
children for essays, paintings, poster 
designs and slogans on environmental 
conservation topics were organised. 

President Gayoom inaugurating the Tree Planting Campaign on World 
Environment Day 1986. 

ISLAMIC
 
REPUBLIC OF
 

IRAN
 
The Government of the Islami c Repub lic 

of Iran in response to SACEP's Declara 
ti on of 1988 as The Year of Trees. 
org an ised a big celeb rat ion of th e Year of 
Trees Progra mme on March 8, 1988, 
during w hich more than 7000, trees w ere 
planted in Teheran the Capital City of 
Iran. 

There w as a spontaneous participation 
from all concerned Governmental Orga 
nisations and people from all walks of life, 

and 1.000 students from primary and 
secondary schools also pa rt icipated in 
the plantation. Guest speakers were 
invited on the occas ion and speeches w e 
del ivered on the role and importance of 
trees in environmental conservation and 
protect ion. A brochure wa s also published 
in this con necti on and distributed among 
the participants. The Plantation Day 
benefitted from Mass Media representa 
t ives w ho played an act ive ro le by giv ing 
the celebration a vast media coverage. 



NEPAL
 
His Majesty 's Government in Nepal 

has long bee n aw are of the problems 
associated with de fo restat ion and the 
necessity of invo lvi ng local comm unit ies 
in all forestry, soil conservation and 
watershed ma nagement Thus the call of 
SAC EP in dec laring 1988 as the Year of 
Trees for South Asia gave its nati on al 
programme an added imp etu s to ach ieve 
their ob jec tives . 

The conce ntra t ion of Nepal 's 
activ itie s are centred around com m unity 
for estry. The W orl d Forest Rules of 197 8 
provide the legal basis for comm unity 
forestry in Nepal. This act provides for 
the gradual transfer of contro l of the 
forest back to the local people. 

The Seventh Five year Plan for th e 
Department of Fores ts, lays great 
emphasis on com mu nity participation in 
carryi ng out afforestat ion activities "on a 
war foot ing." 

The Nat ion al Planning Commission 
Vice Chai rman Dr . Mohanman Sainja. 
initiated SACE P's Day and Year of Trees 
Activities, by planti ng a "K alki" Tree at 
Nateshwar Chaur of Lokanthali village 
Punchayat in Bhaktapur . 

The tree plantation program me 
was organised at the cal l of South Asia 
Co-ope rative Envir onment Progr amme 
(SAC EP) to obse rve 1988 as th e Year of 
th e Trees and M arch 8, 1988 as th e Day 
of Trees in all member co un tr ies . 

On the occas ion, f ive hundred 
and sixty trees of Uris. Kalki, Sal la and 
Kangiyo were planted in five ropanis of 
land. 

The afforestation progr am me held 
under the auspices of M inistry of 
Forest and So il Conservation was 
participated in by the officials of the 
Nat ional Plann ing Commission, Ministry 
of Forest and Soil conservation and the 
departments under it and the Pradhan 
Panch and othe r local people of 
Lokanthal i Vi llage Pan chayat. 

PAKISTAN 
The Government of the Islami c 

Republ ic of Pakistan respondi ng to the 
SACEP Declarat ion of 1988 as the Year 
of Trees for South Asia conducted many 
useful activities. As suggested by the 
SAC EP Secreta riat a suitable avenue in 
th e Capi ta l ci ty having trees on both 
sides w as se lec ted to be cleaned, 
thinn ed, clea red and manicu red in a 
mann er to give the im pression of fond
ca re taken by th e people towa rds the 
t rees. This activity wa s undertaken on 
the 8th of March 1988, whi ch was 
dec lared as SA CEP Day Of Trees for 
South A sia . 

In addition to this activity, an essay 
competit ion was organised for Students 
of 9t h and 'l Oth classes of the Federal 
Gove rn me nt High Schools of Islamabad. 
The top ic of the essay w as th e " Role of 
For estr y in Developm en t of Pakistan ." 

The second part of the programme 
wa s distribution of th e prizes This 
funct ion was chai red by H.E. the late 
General Muhammad Zia-ul -Haq, the 
Honou rable President of Pakistan. This 
was attended by th e Chairman, Sen ate, 
Federal M inisters, Secretar ies, other 
Government dignitaries, heads of 
va rio us educa tiona l inst it ut ions of the 
cou nt ry, students and represe ntat ives of 
many interna tiona l agenc ies. On this 
occa sion the Presiden t along wi th other 
dign itaries planted trees at Aiwa n-e 
Sadr, Islamabad to inaugurate the 
M onsoon Tree Planting Week, 1988 

Genera l Muhamm ad Z ia-ul -Ha q, 
President of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan is addressing the A ward giving 
ceremony organised in connection with 
celebrat ion of 1988 as the year of Trees for 
South Asia on the request of SACEP. J 
Ceremony was attended by Chairm an 
Senate, Federal M in isters. Minister of 
States. Secretaries, A ddiuonel Secreta ries 
and Heads of th e Educational Institutions 
allover the count ry and students from 
Educetionel lnstnutions. Islamaba d 

The Federal M inister for Food and 
Agriculture, Government of Pakistan in 
his welcome address recalled the 
sagac ious observat ion s made by H.E. the 
Pres ident w he n he cautioned the na t ion 
th at if Pakistan contin ues denu datio n of 
its forests at the presen t rate, it w ou ld 
not be lon g before th e country wou ld 
becom e a dust bowl. He also h ighligh ted 
th e development prog ramme so far 
imp lemented in the forestry sub -sector. 

The President in h is address stated 
that "W henever an opportunity crops up 
enab ling me to participa te in any 
fun ct ion connected with the forestry 
sector, I feel a specia l delight which 
stems from th e consciousness that this 
vital resourc e consti tutes the blood 
stream for maintain ing the comp lex 
ecological syste m It is therefore, a 
matter of deep grat ification as wel l as a 
privilege to be per sonally involved in 
observ ing " DAY OF TREES" for South 
As ia on the call of the SAC EP" 

The Government of Pakistan in 
addit ion to observ ing the SAC EP Day of 
Trees for So uth A sia have taken 
meaningfu l steps to deve lop th e forest ry 
secto r. In 1947, they inher ited 2% area 
unde r forests and thi s has bee n 
increased to 5% by raising be la and 
irrigated plan tat ions in Sind and Punjab. 

Another important feature ha s been 
the shift in emphasis from the 
conventional forestry to socia l for estry, 
motivating farmers and owners to plant 
trees on th eir lands is the main objective 
of this programme. By this, plan ting 
stock of multipurpose is made avai lable all 
the year round. As a result of successful 
motivational efforts and reasonable 
incentives, the farmers have started 
their own nurseri es not on ly for their 
own use, but also for sale . 

The impact of the new policy is 
obv iou sly treating the environment as a 
whol e. However, there is st i ll a gre at 
scope for further expa ns ion of soc ia l 
forestry w hich dema nds allocat ion of 
grea te r resources for th is purpose . 
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Participants waiting for plantation with the Chief Guest Hon'ble Vice 
Chairman of th e National Planning Commission Dr, M.M, Sainju. 



SRI LANKA
 
At the call of the Sou th Asia Co

operati ve Env ironment Progr amm e, the 
Democrat ic and Socialist Repu bli c of Sri 
Lanka launched a gigant ic tree plan ti ng 
program me in the name and sty le " The 
100 M ill ion Trees Prog ram me" and it 
w as implemented over the last 5 year 
per iod, commenc ing in 1984. This 
programme w as initiated by His 
Excellency R. Premadasa, the Honourable 
Prime M inister of Sr i Lanka , as Sri 
Lanka's contr ibution to the Year of Trees 
for Sou th Asia 1988. 

The fores t cover of Sri Lanka has 
been subjected to many pressur es over 
several decades. The ma in agents of 
deforestat ion have been agr iculture, dry 
zone colonisat ion, human sett leme nts 
and logging. 

Hence, serious concern for the 
dwindling tree cover has been voiced by 
people from man y walks of life. 
Programmes and act ion plan for the 
replacem ent of at least part of the 
deforeste d lands have been cons idered of 
utmost importance. The 100 M iilion 
Trees Progra m me is one such and 
perhaps for the f irst t ime, appealed to the 
common man in a manner aimed at 
rek indling inherent love for trees and 
nat ure. 

The implementation of the Hundred 
M illion Trees Programme is co
ordinated by an Inter-M in isterial Steer ing 
Comm itt ee, represented by about 20 
institutions and chaired by the Secretary 
to the Prime M inister w ho is also the 
Chair man of the Cent ra l Environ menta l 
Author ity. It gives d irect ion and co
ordinates th e programme islandwide. 

The programme is basica lly one of 
motivat ion , educat ion and parti cipati on 
and has been a disti nct departure from 
the practi ce of State-Spon sored larg e 
scale refo restation and affo resta tion 
programmes hitherto practi sed. Its 
implem en tat ion wa s d iscussed fir stl y at 
two public w orkshops held in Kandy and 
A nuradhapura in 1984. This wa s 
foll ow ed by a w ell attended w orkshop in 
early 1985, at w hich part icipants w ere 
mainly from the med ia. The w orkshop 
identified three basic areas requir ing 
communicat ion support. These w ere 

i) creating mass awareness to 
motivate and enco urage the publ ic; 

ii) ensuri ng the availability of the 
requ ired plant ing material ; and 

iii) inculcati ng national att itudes 
conducive to the pro ject. 

The program me objectives have 
been catego rised as short-term and long 
term . In the short- te rm, th e programme 
attempts to increase the land area under 
t rees by the end of 198 8, through 
mot ivati on and making ava ilable faciliti es 
nd know-how. In the long -term , the 

program me seeks to improve the qu ality 
of life of the people of Sr i Lanka through 
an enrichme nt of th e environme nt by 
increasing tree cover and maximising 
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eff iciency ot its use. The wo rkshop 
propos ed a number of elements in the 
comm unicat ion strategy and the fol lowing 
acti viti es have been un dertaken as a 
mean s towards achievi ng th e above 
ends : 

i) An All -Isl and Plant Nursery 
Competition. 

Th is competi t ion w as init iated to 
promote the concept of commercial 
nursery men in rura l and urban 
areas , w ho w ould be able to 
provide the varied needs fo r 
seed lings . The competit ion w as 
restr icted to the propag atio n of 
species not normall y associat ed 
with th e estab lished concepts of 
t ree plan t ing e.g. Planta t ion Crops. 

Empha sis w as on the propagation 
of species that are rare, endangered 
or threa tened, and on those that 
are useful for medicina l, food, 
timber, fodder and aesthetic 
purposes . 

The competit ion w as conduct ed at 
3-leve ls: viz. Divisiona l, District and 
Nationa l and cash pr izes w ere 
awarded to the first three places at 
each level. 

ii ) National Tree and Flower. 

A compet it ion w as conducted to 
select the Nation al Tree and the 
Flower. The competi tors w ere 
required to name a tree and /or a 
flo wer su itable tc be the nat iona l 
tree and the f lower by giv ing 
reasons for each choice . By this 
means much informatio n about 
trees have been collected and more 
th an 1500 peop le, divert ed their 
att ent ion towards tr ees and would 
hopefully pur sue thi s int eres t. The 
Na Tree (Ironwood) and the Manel 
Flower (Blue W ater Lily) have 
been declared as th e Nat ional 
Tree and National Flower respec
tively. 

National Tree Planting day 
ceremony held in Sr i Lanka 
His Excellency J.R. Jayawardene 
President of Sri Lanka 
planting a tr ee 

iii) Slog an Competition 

A competi t ion wa s held to select 
suitable slog ans that pro mote the 
cause of tree planting. Cash 
awa rds and token book awards 
w ere made to the w inners. 
Inst itutions have been requested to 
use these slogans on enve lopes 
and on writ ing paper . 

iv) Fest ivals and Events 

The concept of planting trees to 
ma rk fest ivals and to commemorate 
fam ily events has been high lighted 
through the publicity campaig ns 
and radio programmes. 

The programme formall y got un der 
w ay on the Sinhala and Tam il New 
Year Day in 1985 by planting at an 
auspici ous time. A ppropriate radio 
programmes w ere broadcast on 
this day. 

v) Nat ional Tree Planting D ay . 

In 1985 th e Cabine t of M inisters 
appro ved the declarat ion of 
September 17 as Nat ional Tree 
Plant ing Day and the w eek 
follo wi ng as National Tree Planting 
Week. This event now takes place 
each year and the lead is given by 
Government Institutions , w hose 
programmes are directed towards 
spec ific object ives . e.g. planting of 
degrad ed areas, reser vat ions and 
urban plant ing . 

vi) A rboreta 

The valu e of arbor eta , as a too l in 
conservat ion , attai ned signi ficanc e 
w ith the firs t one being estab lis hed 
in 1984 , in the M al igawatt a 
Housing Scheme by th e chi ldre n of 
the Environm ent al Pioneer Brigade. 

A wi der schools programme is 
envisaged. The Prime M inister 
him self part icipated by planti ng a 
sapling of the national tree a long 
with th e chi ldre n w ho planted 
other species. 



v ii)	 Cartoon Strips 

This concept concerni ng three 
characters - two tr ee enth us iasts 
and one des troye r of trees - was 
car r ied in one of th e daili es. 

v iii) Rukshadana and Vana Mahotsava 

These are two noble concepts 
aimed at dist r ibut ing plan ts and 
seeds at places of religi ous wors h ip 
during festival time or on the poya 
(fu ll moo n) days (Rukshada na) and 
the planting of specia l areas to 
prov ide parks, garde ns and places 
of rec rea t ion (Vana M ahot sava). A 
number of suc h have been held. 

ix)	 Million Houses Programme 

Under this programme, eac h 
benefi ciary to a hou se is provided 
with 10 valuable sap lings to be 
p lanted in t he hom e gard en at the 
time the house is ha nded ove r. 

x)	 Audio and Vid eo Programmes 

Radio and Television have been 
utilised at different t imes on a 
regu lar basis. We ekl y radio 
progra mmes have been con du cted. 
These were titled " Gasaka 
M ahima " (benef its of a tree) in 
Sinha la and " Tree Time " in 
Engli sh. 

xi)	 Propagation and D istribution of 
Selected Species 

Seeds of t he solid bamboo 
Dendrocalarnus str ict us were 
obta ined from India , propaga ted 
and seedlings made avai lab le at a 
nomi na l price. Seed s of Grevillea 
robusta (Silver Oak) w ere obta ined 
throug h the courtesy of th e High 
Com m issione r for Indi a in Sri 
Lan ka and di stributed amo ng the 
Plant ations Corporal ion s and others 
interested in plan ting this spec ies . 

The cost of printing this News
letter was from funds allo
cated by UNEP, Regional 
Office, Bangkok. The SACEP 
Secretariat expr esses its 
appreciation for this kind ges
ture, especially to the Regional 
Director, Dr. Nay Htun. 

Th e Han. R. Premadasa Prime Minist er of 
Sri Lanka, p lanting a tree at th e Nat ion al 
Tree Planting day ceremony held in Sr i 
Lanka. 

xii)	 Year of Trees for South Asia 
1988 and the Day of Trees for 
South Asia. 

M ar ch 08 , 1988 was declared th e 
Day of Trees for South As ia by 
SA CEP. At a meeting of the Inter
Mi nisterial Steering Committ ee, 
t he foll ow ing eve nts were con si
der ed as su itable for its 
com mem orati on 

a) Aven ue planti ng of 40 
J abebuea rosea seedlings 
among Guildfo rd Cresce nt. 
Colombo, with th e particip ati on 
of SAC EP, For est Departmen t 
and the Colombo Municipal 
Counci l. The even t was co
ordinated by the Central 
Enviro nmenta l Authority 

b)	 Plant ing of saplings In th e 
prem ises of govern menta l 
Inst itut ions, inc ludinq schools, 
at a simple cere mo ny as 
symbolic of th e in au gur ati on of 
th e Year of Trees and th e 
implem entat ion of planned 
activities subsequent ly 

c) Plan t ing of an ave nue of trees 
of a si ng le va riety along a 
kilometre or two of a highway 

d) Establ ishmen t of little tre e 
groves at appropria te urb an 
and rural areas, re ligious 
places, schoo ls and off ice 
premi ses. 

e) Selectio n of spec ies cons idered 
rare , endangered or threatened 
as an impetus to conservat ion. 

f)	 Plant ing of degraded land s, 
str eam rese rvat ions, steep 
slopes and waters heds. 

g) Specia l assembl ies in schools 
to pu t across th e message of 
tr ee planting and conse rva t ion. 

h) Radi o and televi sion pane l 
discussions, slides on television. 

i) Bann ers and posters 

SAVE THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

Did life on ear th begin 
From a tin y pro top lasm? 

Or are the m en 
The descendant s of "A dam"? 

Which is true th eory 
Is no t our cons ide reuon, 

Billions of years elapsed 
After first liVing creetion 

Then IT- en str ugg led much 
For gradual slow dev elopment, 

Their needed ec iivities po llu ted 
Our entire wo rld environ ment . 

The ear th is ro aming place 
For var ious innum erable an im als, 

It is also man 's on ly abode 
For environmen ta l survivals , 

M en did search and resear ch 
For ga ll Jlllg earth l y comforts, 

Thus th ey polluted en vironment 
B y th eir developm ent efforts. 

Ma n has ponder ed m uch 
017 th e extent of po llutio n, 

In order to save environment 
For future human ge ne ra tion. 

Extent of pollution has reach ed 
The alarming high proportions, 

Regional co -operative h andlin g is 
The best of al l so lut ions. 

Cul turing of true friendship 
Not on ly formal consultation, 

Is wha t en viro nmen t needs 
Against its ine vitable des truction. 
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UNEP HONOURS A SACEP
 
HEAD OF STATE
 

His Excell en cy M aumoon Abdul 
Gayoom, Presid ent of the Repu bl ic of 
M aldives was re centl y ho no ured by t he 
Un ited Nations Environment Programm e 
when he was elected to the GLOBAL 
500 HONOUR ROLL OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PRO 
GRAMME. He rece ived th is hon our at a 
Speci al Cer emony held at the UNEP 
Regiona l Off ice for Asia an d Pacif ic, 
Bangkok, in conn ect ion with the World 
Environm ent Day whi ch w as celebrated 
on 5th June, 1988. 

Since assum in g office as the 
Presiden t of th e Repu bli c of Maldives, 
Presid ent Gayoom has been instrumen 
tal in initiat ing many activities concern ing 
the protect ion and pres ervat ion of t he 
envi ronment in the M aldives. 

Amongst his dom est ic endeavours 
has been the forma t ion of a Council for 
the Protecti on of th e M aldives Env iron 
ment under th e auspi ces of th e Minist ry 
of Hom e AHairs and Social Servi ces, 
increasod reforestat ion and the fram in g 
of New Environmental Leg islations. 

He was also inst ru mental in 
obta ining an expert to carry out a studyof 
t he environmental t rends in the Country 
and to recommend envi ro nme nta l 
conse rvat ion guidelines. 

The Count ry's rec urrent experience 
of us ua lly tidal surg es in th e recent years 
an d th eir disastrous effec ts motivated 
Pres iden t Gay oom to foc us w or ld 
attention on the issue of " Rise of Sea 
Level " as a result of enviro nme nta l 
change and its adverse effects on low 
ly ing island nat ions such as the 
M ald ives. His addresses at t he Meeting 
of th e Heads of Gov ernment of 
Commonw ealt h St ates in Vancouver, 
t he UNGA Spec ial Debate on iss ues of 
Envi ronment and Development in New 
York and at th e 3rd SAARC Summit 
M eet ing in Kathmandu , all high ligh ted 
this problem. 

UNEP in recogn it ion of his 
outstanding achievements in the 
pr ot ecti on and impro ve me nt of the 
en vi ron ment elected H.E. President 
M aumoon A bdul Gayoom to th e Global 
500 Honours Roll of the United Nations 
Environment Prog ramme. 

The SA CEP Secretariat is ind eed proud 
th at a leader of our region has won 
w or ldwide recogn it ion in his endeavours 
tow ards crea t ing a better tomorrow and 
w ish h im and th e peopl e of M ald ives all 
th e very bes t in combati ng the thre ats of 
enviro nmental pol lution and degra dati on. 

V~·if:<:.· ~.'. ~ 
~ • - ' . ' flt...z ~, 
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--- - - f1 - J - f 

Spec ial Cerem ony held by the Cit izens' Ma;lis to comme m orate the occasion of 
the presentation of the GLOBA L 500 A WARDS of PRESIDEN T GA YOOM 

ENVIRONMENT IS 
CAlli G YOU 

Ye men of boundless des ire and greed 

Let 's no t forget 

Th e w or ld depends on wa ter , air and so il 

In mountains, fores ts an d stream s 

In the Land you cult iva te 

In villages, towns and settlements 

It is your boun d n duty 

To protect tile environment 

The environment calls for 

Pray ing for pro tect ion 

You w ill be protected 

By the en virorrnen t you prot ect. 

- Sri Lanka. 

To bu ild town, village. soc iety or state 

We need a beau tiful and healthy 

environment 

Good environment increase the span o f 

lif e. 
Gr een vegetat ion am! l iving bei ngs, 

All are needed fo r balancing eco logy 

] Th is should be know n to eve rybody . 

, Bangladesh 

'Never in the h istory of Sri Lanka did 
w e w itness development projects of the 
magni tude and env ironmenta l sensitivity 
th ai ha ve been emba rked upon in the 
last decade. Never in ou r history have we 
w itnessed S UCll rapid deter ioration and 
degradatron of the environment. resu lt ing 
in the deplet ion of our natural resou rces 
as in the last cou ple of decades.' 

Key Note Address, FEISCA
 
October 22. Colombo.
 

by Mr K H J Wi Jayadasa,
 
Chairman. Central Env ironrnental
 
Authority (CEA) and
 
Secreta ry to the Han . Pri m e
 
M in ister ,
 
Sri Lanka.
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