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He also expressed SACEP's willingness to work  of Regional Oil Spill Contingency Plan and pro- s The 2002 Human
with United Nations University (UNU) in two of  jects of Integrated Coastal Zone Management - nsmpmmmm(,
three additional Type Il Partnerships being an-  (ICZM) in the South Asian Seas Coastal Statesin | Suum_@g
nounced at WSSD relating to (a) Inter-inkages  the region, which were financially supported by w
between Multilateral Environmental Agreements  several bilateral and multilateral donars. . Thawoﬂd lﬂuﬁnﬁlumm
in collaboration with ASEAN, SPREP, UNEP, The Director General extended his gratitude to - ecological overdraft: WWF
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Sustainable Development in Mountain area in
collaboration with FAD, UNEP and Swiss
Agency for Environmental Co-operation

The DG mentioned that SACEP have made a
modest contribution to the preparatary works of
WSSD by co-organised South Asia Sub-regional
Consultations for WSSD in Colombo in 2001,
for which Prof. Emil Salim, Chairman, Prepara-
tory Committee of WSSD was present. SACEP
have also organised a Sub-regional Meeting for
South Asia Position for WSSD and the decisions
arrived at this meeting were forwarded to the
member states of South Asia to be used in the
negotiations at WSSD. SACEP also formulated
12 Type |l Interventions/Proposals in collabora-
tion with UNEP’s GPA office/Regional Seas Pro-
gramme and its ICRAN Division.

Environment and Natural Resources of Sri Lanka,
wha is the Present Chairman of the Governing
Council of SACEP, for promoting and supporting
the organization with his cabinet colleagues in
the member Governments and donors as the true
representative of the region in matters relating
to environmental protection and sustainable de-
velopment.

SAARC and SACEP to Co-operate on
Regional Environmental Matters

At the recently held Meeting of SAARC Council
of Ministers in Nepal, the participants recog-
inzed the importance of cooperation in be-
tween SARRC and SACEP in promoting environ-
mental issues in the region. As a result a draft
Mol has now been prepared and is being circu-
lated with in the relevant agencies.
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Coastal waters of South Asia at the highest risk from Untreated Sewage:
UNEP Calls on Governments to back Wastewater Emission Targets
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I south Asian Seas Region - % of Of all the UNEP Regional Seas the South Asian Seas
population with access to Region has the lowest coverage in sanitation services. Since
sanitation ~ the absolute population numbers of the category ‘un-served’ in
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South Asia total up to 40% of the world population without
; access to improved sanitation, this gives South Asia a high
W% in 1980 |  peed for improved and innovative approaches in the sanitation '
- . % in 2000 and wastewater sector to reduce the high emission loads.
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The study highlights the fact that one key step for reducing this l
pollution of coastal waters is to set realistic but ambitious Waste-
water Emission Targets (WET), echoing those that have been de- ‘
{ ; ; , veloped in many parts of the world for emissions of toxic chemi- l
into South Asia’s coastal waters are likely to be the high- ¢4y and noxious gases from power stations and factories. WET

. estin the world, increasing the risk of shellfish contamina- g2, pe ised as instruments for prioritization, resource allocation
tion and the chance of toxic, algal blooms poisoning fish 34 prooress reporting towards achieving the global targets

and wildlife. _ agreed upon at the WSSD in Johannesburg.

Studies show that over 800 million people, or 40 per cent 1o WET pnitiative on Wastewater Emission Targets has been

of the population is without access to basic sanitation ser- proposed by UNEP and major partners, such as WHO, WSSCC and
vices in coastal countries of the South Asia and as a re- UN-HABITAT, during the WSSD, as a key component of the

sult, precious habitats such as 6 per cent of the world's  «yoq _ From Hilitaps to Oceans” Type Il Partnership Proposal.
coral reefs, and large stretches of mangroves are likely 1o 7y issue of WET, and how they relate to existing Regional Seas
be Conventions and Protocols, will also be on the agenda at the 3"
under increased stress due to the high levels of nutrients World Water Forum to be held in Japan in March 2003

and suspended solids linked with the discharges.

South Asia is followed by East Asia, where 515 million  Thq anort was launched in 3rd October and is a production of
people, or 25 per cent of the coastal population lack sani-  y\EpiGPA Coardination Office. The major aim of the publication
tation facilities while in the North West P‘acmc' arqund is to assist the UNEP Regional Seas Programme in taking appro-
414 million people have no access to basic sanitation sys  yriate action to contribute to achieving the WSSD-target of hav-
tems. In comparison in the North East Atlantic and the Arc- i the number of pecple that have no access ta .basic sanitation.
tic only a few people are ranked as being without proper  sgryices by the year 2015. For more information visit http:]

A report titled , “Water Supply and Sanitation Coverage in
UNEP Regional Seas - Need For Wastewater Emission Tar-
gets reveals that the level of untreated sewage discharge

sanitation services. ) www.gpa.unep.org , What's New section.
The report notes that in many developing parts of the
world, the increased levels of sanitation coverage and SACEP, under the South Asian Seas Programme’s GPA compo-

wastewater treatment are being overwhelmed by rising ony has produced the following 02 documents on sewage:
| populations. For example in the South Asian Seas region, 1 A overview of sacio-economic oppartunities related to the
access to improved sanitation during the period 1980 t0 - oyection of coastal and marine environment from land based
2000 has benefited 220 million people. But during that  gq,,rcs of pollution, particularly urban and domestic sewage in
period the population grew by 222 million leaving 825 mil- (o o0uth Asian Seas Region.
lion still without access to acceptable sanitation systems 5 ¢t Banefit analysis of the proposed sewer network at
and thousands of miles of coastline vulnerable to pollution. w2/ ,walRatmalana in Sri Lanka as a measure to protect

In the East African region the numbers un-served even dou- - o514} areas from land-based sources of pollution. (available on
bled over the last decade, to 19 million people havingno i oy GPA website under document library)

access to basic sanitation.
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