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Environment Ministers of S:lUth Jisill Mt!et in GO:Ofi 0 t o 


discuss the age nda for Environme ntal proter:tion 

and Sustainable development 


A two·day meeting of the Governing Cuuncil 
of South Asia Cooperative Environment Pro· 
or<1mme (SACEP) is to be 11eld from 20·2pl 
January in Colombo, under the patronage of 
the Sri Lankan Ministe r for Environment Hon . 
Rukman Seal anayake who is its present 
chairmen. 
The 1110St importilllt agenda item of tile meet 
ino IS to final ize a work programme :0 follow 
up rec ommendations of the recemly held 
World Summit on SustCl inab!e De'Jelopmull t 
( i SSD) at the Sou h Asian Sub'regionililevul 
Ijere special atten ti on will be given tu the 
Millennium Dcclfiiation ancl the WEI·!f'.8 milia 
Ii'/£, Wllich provide tile bue prillts :0r ruturo 
sustailiable develol)ment agenda . The NEHAG 
initiative prov ides a [rllmeworl< fo r 2ctiQ'1 on 
~he following f:ve thematic areas: Wster and 
Sanita ti O(l, tnergy, Health, AuricllltlJre and 
Biodivers ity 
The WSSD PILI II of Implomentation rccouaises 
tile importanc8 oi rcgiilna l, sub·regioOil l and 
trans·regional actlu!1 to promo e sustainable 
developmen t n'! c[1l1s for support for the de· 
velopl11ent, enhericernent ilnd implementation 
01 agreed r!!uional dCi'8lop ll1'ml strategies, 
re flectinu n atiG~il l 2nd regional prior ities. 
TherefOre! , S,lH-: EP plans III work in coonera · 
lion and collauora ti on ilh variolls elher 
regional and sub regiona l entities in ttliJi r 
fu lure actions . Under this, the cooperation 
between SAt\ RC and SACEP on envlron 
menta; issues will be t; priority item for 
disr.ussion. 
The MerilOIJlldum of Understanding f o~ coop 
ere !ion 0:1 the response to mmine oil spills, 
'ihich has been under considera ti on for adop· 
tion by tile tive maritime coulltries of the 
region will hll taken up for L1 iscussion. 

Adoption 0. 1' t~e S.'u th Asian Environmenta l 

~ duca t ion and,-ruining Action Pian and lie I 
sta!u~ or the i!l l ~ll;:rw~l1talion of the Mal e Dec· 

laruliOl~ on cunl r0; an:! PIt:lJen t jfll1 of air poilu· I 
l ion nd ilS iikely trall~hollndary offec t£ fa' 
SOULIl Asia wil! al:;o be discussed during Ihis I 
even!. Tile International C:.Jra l R~ef llction Net· I 
work (l CRAN) Ln3 reclJntl y estatJl,srred a part · I 
nership with Stl.CfP far 01'01'rlOtrnu coral rf:l!::f 
conserv2tion -IIitlll[1 the regior. and tllerefGre, I 
this occasioli wi!! also Of! ~md for f U i th~r 

dcvelop:r;cll\ a[l his ;I~i rial i e. I 
On til::! 20 ,11 jt.r '~!i~r'~ , tht:: ~enl(\r ic~!ei cHicia!s 
o~ fbSpel:ti' e c!'lt.'I.-;pmen{ ministrip.s \ Jil l meet I 
to (;onsidl!r JJ'I~ ;:lIa!i$B (;1[' wv?k ~rCQrcn:l1lc of I 
SACEP (Gf ~! ;e [;xt bi£'n!tiu!~:. nml here att':Jn- I 

tior l vJ'1I ~e oi~en to deva1t,:i :1ctiviries in areas I 
;)i tli ld'.lIiJt2rili Enviirmment Agreements, ell' I 
ergy ilnn pl1!lutio!1 i ssue~ (ina protecti!Jil uf biO' 1 
logiclJl i P'S[llJr;;8 ~ of Suulh Asia_ 
lion. Tyronnf; Fern:ln!iu, the Mbis ter for For· I 
eign Mf:!ir:: nl Sri Larr lw wi!1 vf:icia ll y inaugu· 
rdle til? rpc!!rng ceremony on the 2i'1. 
Tl1i~ ~'1[J.nl ;":Iil he attendeu by the Environ· 
tncntai Mi;-::ste(s ilf B[]I1U 'Q dc~I~ . al-,utan, Mal· 
dive:;, f\je~td, Pa!.isttlll arid S,j ~ankil while In- I 

doc wili GO I '!presenlt:d by <: hinh ievel delega· I 
liol l. ~()C' .Hi1r) Genr;ral ot S ARC a:l~ abl:e 
ers Irom U['l A.ucllcies and donor O,oanizations I 
w:ll r. ! ~o be rresent ,I t the Illf'(!illl(j . 

1'118 Soulh ~Si'ld Slate of EIlVI((lr: rmll11 r~eport I 
anti the Yd~:th Environment rlljJort of Sout h 
Asi~ wil l aiso iJe Iliullc!:ed at 111is !lccasion. I 

I 
Tht' 1:; ( ISSU(. of the sr·Il::EP Ne,Js!e l ler for tho 
y::ar 2003 is dtldi catp.d to discuss va;iou~ 

issues alia activ ilie~ under dilferC'm Multila eral 
Env!mm:li"ilt ,t,Oft!cmr.nLs 

Inside ThL Issue 

1. The Status of Multilateral 
E.!wironmBll l Agreements in 
SQuth Asia 

2. Snuth As;" SLu·regianal 
WDrk~hcp on Chemicals 
nr10 H~zardclIE Wastes 
Related Conventions 

3. The M:llanni\lln PIDject 

4. Ind:a names r:!even new 
Ram5ar sitf.$ making the 
Soutli Asian io a110 40 

5. WWF ;:i~g$hlp 31~eGias for 
SOUlIl As. 

6. IOSEA rJiil ri f~e Tunic MoU 
and lh~ Status 01 Marine 
Turti3S in South Asia 

7. South and C.,n tral As::! 
MA3 r~e:wurk (SACAM) 

8. Dr A:Lk :<<.I:,ala oj il,Jla 
w'ns :hl:l S~saka\:Ja Envi · 
ron:nunw1 rrize tor the 
ye"r 2C02 

9. 2003 is tlP. International 
Year cf ~re,h'Nilter 

1D.COP-5 Adapts c S,rateg:c 
PIBn far Implementino the 
Basel Convention 

11.0n!ille Trairl9rs Guide 011 

Cir.(!;ler Production 

12. Up coming flven ts for 
January. pril 2003 

13.GooLi M~n~gemcnt as~isl 
In C(lral Reef ReCOVEry 

1__ 
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The Status of Multilatera l Envi ronment Agreements in Soutb Asia 

Environmental degrada tion is a global issue and can affect 
the politica l, economic and social interests of both the 
dev eloped as well as developing cou ntries . There fore it is 
now playing an important role in in ternational relat ions 
with in regions as well as between regions and the res t of 
the world. The mainmethod available under interna tiona l 
law for coun tries to work together on global environ· 
mental issues is the Multilateral Environmental Agreement 
(MEA). 
The status of participation by South Asia's member states 
in major environmental conventions is given in pages 3 and 
4. The ratifica tion, acceptance, and implementation of a 
MEA can be affected by the particular environmental prob· 
lems and priorities of each country. For example, all the 
countries have ratified the Convention on Biological Diver
sity, and the UN FCC. In 1998, Maldives became signatory 
to the Kyoto Protocol, while04 other countries have ac
ceded the convention in 2002. CITIEScame in to force in 
many countries of the subregion in the late 1970's while 
for Bhutan it camein to farce only in late 2002. Maldives 
is yet to ratify CITES. 
Althoughthe establishment of national and regional insti· 
tu tional and policy arrangements to implemen globa l 
MEAs is sti ll at infancy stage in the region, MEAs have 
pl ayeLi auseful role in promoting the application of cleaner 
technologies and increasing consciousness ab out sus tain· 
able development. Following the Rio conference in Sustain· 
able Development in 1992, individual countr ies developed 
national conserva tion strategies or national environmental 
actionplans, but yet a regi onal strategy or an action plan 
is not in place. Under the Ramsar Convention, South Asian 
countries have designated 40 internationa lly import an t 
wetland sites, (see page 6 of this Newsletter). 

In general the developing countries are somewhat reluc· 
tant to adhere to agreements tha t likely to affect their 
economy negatively . To compensate that the developed 
countries have come up with various partnership pro
grammes to assist the developing countries to acquire the 
technical know-how needed under certain MEAs. For ex· 
ample, the Indo·Swiss·German coll abora tion in ecological 
domestic and commerc ial refrigeration, ECOFRtG, has 
emerged as a relevant technology cooperation in the con
tex t of two Multilateral Environment Ag reemen ts (MEAs) 
the Montreal and he KyotoProtocol. 

The main objectives of ECOFRI G were the trans fer of 
safety·relatedand technica l know·how and information to 
the Indian refr igerator industry and research partners, and to 
make hydrocarbon technology a viable option for CFC phase· 
out under Indian condi tions. By themidof 2001 13,000 envi· 
ronment-fri endl y, hydrocarbon based refrigerators have been 
manu! actured in three dual·userefrigerator charging facili· 
ties under pilo t production arrangements and were success
fully introduced to the market. In 2002 the Indian market 
leader in domestic refri gerationhas fu lly switched to hydro· 
carbon technology. 
On a regional level MEAs have led to the establishment of 
new groupings ba sed on shared natural resources such as 
large ecosystems, migratory species or transboundary air 
and water issues etc. 

South Asia Sub-regional Worl<shop Towards 
the Effective Implementation of the Chemicals 

an dHazardous Wastes Related Conventions 

South Asia Sub-Regional Workshop Towards the Effective 
ImplementatIon of the Chemicals and Hazardous Wastes Re· 
lated Conventions was held at Kathmandu on 18 - 20 Decem· 
ber 2002 under the joint auspices of the United Nati ons Envi· 
ronment Programme (UN EP) and South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 
The principa l objective of the Worl<shop was to develop the 
capac ity of the South Asian Countries towards the effective 
implementation of MEAs and to bring about a greater familiar· 
ity with the synergies and interlinkages between the chemi
cals related Conventions, such as the Basel Convention, 
Stockho lm Convention and the Rotterdam Procedure. Further, 
the Workshop will help develop linkages among na tional insti· 
tutions for implementat ion of the chemicals related MEAs. 

Following arB few of the workshop recommendations: 
• Deve lopmen t of a Regional Centre to deal with all three 

Conven tions and to look atter Chemicals and Haz ardou 
Wa stes . 

• Formation of a Region al Technical Expert Group to offer 
their expertise fo r implementation of the Conventions. 
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Status of participation in major Environmental Cony ntions' it hin ACEP member states 

JConVC llLion/No. or MAJOR OBJECTIVE Country Status 
States Party to the Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal PakJstan Sri Lanka 

Convention 
~onvention on lntema· Protect certain endangered species from 20/11181 (2) 15108/02 (3) 20107176(2) 18/06175(3 ) 20104176(3) 04/05179(3) 
·onal Trade In Endan flver exploilation by means of asystem of 18102182 (6) 13/11/02 (6) 18110176(6) 16/09175(6) 19/07176(6) 07108179(6) 
~ered species, 1973 (160) import! export permits 

~onn Convention on oprotect Ihose species 01 wild animals 01111183(6) 01112187(6) 01109/90(6) 
~igratory Species of Wild ~at migrates across or outside nallonal 
~nimals , 1979 (80) ~undaries. 

MoU on Siberian Cranes X X 
MoU on Marine Turtles X 
of lOSEA 

jConvenoon on Biological !AImed at conserving Biodiversity and 05/O6192( 1) 11106192( 1) 05106192(1 ) 12106/92(1) 12106192( 1 ) 25106i92( 1 ) 10106192( 1) 
piversity, 1992 (186) equires countries to develop and imple 03105194(2) 25108195(2) 18/02194(2) 09111/92(2) 23111193(2) 26107194(2) 23103/94(2) 

tnent strategies for susiainable use and 
~rotection of biodiversity 

Cartagena Protocol on ~eeks to protect biolog ical diversity from 24105100 (1) 26108/02 (3) 23101/01(1) 02109/02(3) 02103/01 (1) 04106101(1) 24105/01(1) 
BiosafetY,2000 (39) ~e potential risks posed y living modified 

prganisms 
lRamsarConvention on IProvides the framework for national action 21109192(6) 01102182(6) 17104188(6) 23/11176(6) 15110190(6) 
tNeliands, 1971 (133) ~nd intemational cooperation for the con

~ervatlon and wise lise of wetlands and 
heir resources. 

....onventlon Conceming FOnserve sites whose outslanding values 03/08/83(3) 22/10101 (2) 14111177(2) 22105/86(3) 20106178(3) 23107176(2) 06106180(2) 
he Protection of the $hould be preserved for all humanity and 

!'Norld Cultural and Nalu· ~ ensure their protection Ihrough closer 
ral Herilage ooperation among nations 

~onventlon to Combat fi\ims to promote effective action through 14/10/94(1) 14/10/94(1) 12110195(1 ) 1~/l0/94(1) 
Desertification,1994 (184) 'nnovative local programmes and suppor 26110196(2) 17/1 2/96(2) 03109/02(3) 15/10196(2) 24102197(2) 09112198(3) 

~ve Intemational partnerships 26112196(6) 17103/97(6) 02112102(6) 13101197(6) 25105197(6) 09103199(6) 

~asaIConvention , 1989 fi\lmed al controlling the transboundary 01104193(3) 26.08.02 (3) 24106192(2) 28104192(3) 15/10196(3) 26/07194(3) 28/08192(3) 
152) fnovements of hazardous wastes and 

heir disposal. 
~an Amendment (39) 29101/99(2) 

~N Framework Conven v., imed at stabilizing changes In the eli 09106/92( 1) 11106192(1) 10/06/92(1 } 12/06/92(1) 12106/92( 1 ) 13106192(1) 10/06192(1) 
ion on C~mate fnate to prevent global warming and a rise 15104194(2) 25109/95(2) 01/11193(2) 09/11/92(2) 02/05194 (2) 01106/94(2) 23111/93(2) 
~hange,1992 (1 87) nsea level 14/07/94(6) 23/11/95(6) 21/03/94(6) 21103194(6) 31107194(6) 30/08/94(6) 21103/94(6) 

~yoto Protocol. 1997(95) 22110101(3) 26/09102(3) 26109102(3) 30112198(2) 03/09102(3) 

~ienna Convention,1985 ntroducing measures to prevent depletion 02108190(3) 19/03/91(3) 26/04188(3) 061'07194(3) 18112/92(3) 15102189(3) 
184) jof the ozone layer 

~onlreal Protocol, 1987 
Phasing oul ozone-depleting substances ~'02l08190(3) 19/06192(3) 16/05/89(2) 06107194(3) 18112192(3) 15102189(3)- ~. 08103194(2) 19106/92(3) 31/07191(2) 06107194(3) I 1811 ./92(3) 16106193(3)-----ondon Amendment.19g0 27111100(At) 2719101(2) 17102/95(2) 07107197(3) 

openhagen Amen , 1992 27/07101 (At) 27109/01(2) 02108199(3) 
~ontr.eal Amen ,1997 03109102(3) 27/11102(3) 
!3eijing Amendment, 1999 
'The Rotterdam Conven ~equlred exporters trading in a list 01 09109199(1 ) 
~on on the Prior Informed ~azardous substances to obtain the prior 
ponsent (PIC), 1998 (33) P1formed consent of importers before 

prooeeding with the trade 

Stockholm convention ITo protect human health and the environ 23105/01(1 ) 14/05102(1 05/04102(1) 06/12101(1) 05/09101 (1) 
Ion persistent organic ;nent from persislenl organiC pollutants 
~ollUlants (POPs),2001 
22) 

jConvenUon on the law of pbligates parties to protect and preserve 10/12182(1) 10/12182( 1) 10/12182(1 ) 10112182(1) 10/12182(1) 
~e sea,1982 (138) he manne environment by cooperaling 26106196(2) 26IQ2197(2) 19107/94(2) 

eg ionally and globally and to adopt laws 
~nd regulaUon to deal with land-based 
ources of marine pollution 

1) =Date of Signature (2) =Date of Ratification (3) =Date of Accession 
(4) =Date of Acceptance (5) " Date of ppro' 31 (6) " Date of Entry in to Force 
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Status of Ratification of Major IMO Conventions by the Maritime Countries of Sou h Asia 

Convention Major objective Entry in to No. of South Asian Seas Reg ion 
force date States 6 In M P SL 

IMD I::onvenUon li8 Formal establishment01100 Inlernatl()l\3t Maritime OrgaOlzaUon 17-Mar-58 162 X X X X X 
1991 amendments (IMO) 10 provideamechanism for the co-operation among 62 X X 
1983 amendments 

Govemmenl$ in Ihe fietd or regulations and prochces in ships 93 X X X XInvolved In rntemationill Irade. 

SOLAS Convention 1974 Regulahons lor safely 01 Merchant Ships at sea by specify minimum 25·May·80 145 X X X X X 
SDLAS Protncol 1978 standards for \I1e conSlruClion. equlpmenl and operatIOn or ships. 01·May·81 99 X X 
SDLAS Protocol 1988 

compatible with their safety. 
03·Feb-OO 58 X X 

load lines I::onvention 191i6 umitallons on the draught 10 which aShip m.ay be toaded 10 make 21·JuI.~8 149 X X X X X 
LL Pr otocol 1988 significant contribotion I her safely 03·Feb-OO 56 X X 
TONNAGE ConvenUonl969 IntroductIOn or aunivelSaltonnage measuremenl systom 18·Jul-82 132 X X X X X 
I::DLREG Convention 1972 International Regutallons fOf preventing Colhsions al sea 15·Jul·77 140 X X X X X 

I::SC Conventionl972 Salely of contalners in marine Iransport 06·Sep·77 72 X X 
1993 amendments 6 

SFV Protocol 1993 Provision 01 guidetlnes forsarety 01 fishing vessels 8 
STeW I::onvenllonl97B Siandards 01 Training. Certification and Watch keeping lor 28-Apr-84 139 X X X X X 

seararers 
STCW·F Convention 1S95 Standards 01 safely lor crews of fIShing vessels 2 

SAR Conventionl97!l Provision 01 maritime ~arch and ResClre·espeeially to asslSl 22·JlIn-85 72 X X 
vessets in distress 

STP Agreement 1971 Salety requirements lorSpecial trade passenger ships in retal/On 10 02·Jan-74 17 X X X 
STP Protocol 1973 SOLAS Convention. 02·Jun·77 16 X X X 
INMARSAT Convention 1976 Satellite commuAlcation 10 assist ,n dislress situahons at sea 16·Jul·79 88 X X X X 
IN MARSAT [JA 1976 16·Jul·79 86 X X X X 

1994 amendments 39 X 
1998 amendments 39 X X X 

FACIUTATIIlN Convention 1965 Prevention of unnecessary delays in manume traffic. aid c~ 05·Mar·67 90 X X X 
operqUon between govemmenls and to secure the I1tgt.est 
pracllcable deQree of uniiormily ill form"tllles 

MARPlll73J7B (Annex 1/11) RegulaJions aimed at preventing and minimizing polJuhoo from ships 02·0ct-83 120 X X X 
MARPDl 73178 (Annex III) . both accidental pollution and lIlat Irom routine Q[lOlations . and 01·Jul·92 101 X X 
MARPOL 73/78 (Annex IV 

currenUy includes six technical Annexes: 
85 X XAt=OIl. All'" NOXIOUS Uquld substaoces In bolK 

MARPOL 73178 (Annex V) AIII= Harmrul Substances carried by sea in packaged lorm 31 ·Dec-88 106 X X 
MARPOl Protocol 1997 (Annex VI) AIV = Sewage. AV= Garbage. AVI= A.rpollution Irom ships 5 
Landan I::onvenllon 1972 RegulahOns to prevenl Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wasles and 30·Aug·75 78 X 
London Convention Protocal 19SS Other Maller 16 

INTERVEHTION Convention 1969 EslabTlSh Ihe nght of coastal stales 10 Inlervene in Incidents on Ihe 06·May·75 77 X X X X 
INTERVENTION Protocol 1973 lligh seas. which are likely to res~11 in 011pollution. 30·Mar-83 44 X 
ClI:: I::Dnvention 1969 Deals with Ihe clvllilabdilr 01 the owner 01 ship or cargo for damage 19.Jun·75 51 d X d 
CLC Protocol197S suffered as aresull of an oil pollution incident. OB-Apr.81 55 X X 
ClC Protocol 199 2 30-May·96 82 X X 
FUND Conventionl971 Eslablishment 01 a lund lor ?ioviding componsatlon ror 011 pollution 16·0cl·78 26 d X d 
FUND Protocol 1976 Incidents beyond Ihat prOVided lor by Ihe CLC convenllOli 22·Nov·94 33 X 
FUND Protocol 1992 3Q·May·96 77 X X 
NUClEAR ConventionlS7 1 Reg ufale CIV" IIablilly in respect 01 damage arising from the marilime 15·Jul·75 16 

carriaqe 01 nuclear substances. 
PAL Convention 1974 Deals with passengers and luggage 28·Apr-87 28 
PALProtocol197S 30·Apr·/j9 22 
PAL Protocol 1990 3 
tiMC Convenlionl978 Replacement of the Intemal;onal ConvenbOn retating 10 lhe 01 ·Dec-86 37 
tiMC Protocol 1998 hmllation 01Ule liability cl owners or Se~m9 ships 7 
SUA CQnventiunl!l88 Ensure Ihat appropriale acuon IS laken againstpersons commHllI1g 01 ·Mar·92 68 X X X 
SUA Protncol1988 unlawful acts against ships'!tenorist allacks on commen:ial ships) 01·Mar·92 6 1 X X 
SALVAGE 1989 Repjacement or lI\e 'no cure. no pay' pnnciple uooer which asalYor 14·Jul·96 40 X 

is on ty rewarded for services il Ihe operation IS successful. 
OPRC I::onventionl990 Facilitation 01 International co-cpcralion & mutual assistance In 13·May·95 65 X X 

preparing for &respondmg 10 amajor oil spill oncident &encourage 
slates to develop &maonta," an adequate capabillly to deal with oil 
POllulion ememencies 

HNS Convention. 1996 POSSibility 01 payments up 10 250 milrlOl1 SOR as cornpensall(jn to 2 
vlcl.ms 01 accidents Involving carriage 01 Hazardous and nox:ou 
subslances such as chamicals 

Bunkers Convention. 2001 Ensure thai adequate. prompt and effeCllve compensallon IS 
available to persons ,he suffer damages caused by OIt spills earned 
as luetin ships bonkers 
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The Millenn ium Development Project 

At the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000 world leaders placed development at the heart of the global 
agenda by adopting the Millennium Development Goals (MD Gsl. which set clear ta rgets for reducing poverty, hunger, disease, 
illiteracy, environmental degrada tion, and discri rnina ti on agains t women by 2015 (see the table below) 

Goa l Target 

Eradicate extreme Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of ~eop l e whose income is less than one dollar a day 
poverty and hunger 

Halve, between 1990 an d20 15, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger 

Achieve universal pri· Ensure tha t, by 2015, childreneverywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary 
mary education ~choo ling 

Promote gender equality Eliminategender dispari ty in primary and secondary education, preferab ly by 2005, and to all levels of education no 
and empower women later than 2015 

Reduce child mortality Reduce by two-thirds, be tween 1990 and 20 15, the under-five mortality rate 

Improve maternal health Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio 

Combat HIV/AIOS, mao Have halted by 20 15 and begun to reverse tile spread of HIV/AIDS 
laria and other 

Have halted by 2015 andbegun to reverse the incidencebf malaria and other major diseasesdiseases 
Ensure environmental Integra te the principles of sustainable developmen t into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of envi 
sustainability ronmental resources 

Halve, by 2015, the proport ion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water 

By 2020, to have achieved a sign ifican t improvemen t in the lives of at least 100 millionslum dwellers 

Develop a Global Develop fur ther an open, rule-based, predictable, non·discriminatory trading and financial system [Includes acommit· 
Partnership for Develop· ment to good governance. developmen t, and IJoverty reduct ion - both nationally and internationally] 
ment 

Address the Special Needs of the Least Developed Countries !Includes: tariff and quota freeaccess for LDC exports; 
enhanced programme of debt relief for HIPe and cancellation of official bila teral deb t; and more generous aDA for 
countries committed to poverty reduction] 
Address theSpecial Needs of landlocked coulltries and small island developing States (through the Programme of Ac· 
tion for the Sustainable Development of Small IslandDeveloping States and the ou tcome of the 22nd special session of 
the General Assembly) 
Deal comprehensively with the deb t problems of developing countries through national and interna tional measures in 
order to make deb t sustainable in the long term 

t In co-operation with developing Goulltries, develop and implement strategies for decent and productive work for youth 

In co-operation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable, essen tial drugs in developing countries 

In co·operation with the private sec tor, make availab le the benefits of new technologies, especially information and 
communications 

In support of these Goa ls, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and the Administra tor of the UN Development Programme (UNOP),
-

Mark Malloch Brown. have launched the Millennium Project to recommend the best stra teg ies for achieving the MDGs. Over a 

period of three years the Mil lennium Project will work to devise a recommended plan of implementation that will allow all develop· 

ing countri es to meet the MDGs and thereby substantially improve the human condition by 2015. While this is a bold ambition. it 

is both necessary and achievable_ 

For more information visit hllp://www.unrn illenniumproj ecLorglhtm l/ 
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India names eleven new Ramsar sites making the South Asian total to 40 

The Government of India has designated11 new Wetlands of International 
Importance, bringing the country's total up to 1 9 Ramsar sites covering an 
area of 648,507 hectares. The designated new sites have been se lected 
from different geograp l1 ica l areas of the country and accounts for three 
sites in Kera la in the sou thwest one in Tamil Nadu in the southeast and one 
at 4,595m (15,075 feet) altitude in tile Himalaya region. They include habi· 
tats such as coastal estuaries, mangroves and dammed reservoirs. The sites 
quali fy as important wellands on the basis of hydrological grounds and for 

Photo by Dr. Madhu Verma supporting birds, sea turtles, or fisheries. 
As indicated in Page 3 of this Newsletter, Maldives and Bhutan are yet to 

ratify the Ramsar Convention. With the addition of new we land sites of India, the reg ion now have 40 designated sites 
as internationally important wetlands, covering an area of 1,563, 066 ha. 

Bangladesh India Nepal Pakistan Sri Lanka Total 

No. of Wetlands 02 19 01 16 02 40 

Surface Area (ha) 605,500 648,507 17,500 283,952 7,607 1,563,066 

When joining the Convention, Contracting Parties agree to fulfill four obl igations: (i )designate at least one wetland for inclu
sion in the List of Wetlands of !nternational lmportance (the "Ramsar List") and to promote its conservation, including, where 
appropriate, its wise use, Oi) to formulateand implement planning to promote, as far as possible, "the wise use of we tlands 
in their territory," (iii) to establish nature reserves in wetlands, whether or not they are included in the Ramsar List, and to 
promote training in the fields of wetland research, management and wardening, and (iv) to consul t with other Contracting 
Parties about implementation of the Convention, especia lly in regard to trans- fron tier wetlands, shared water systems, and 
shared species. 
The Conventions effectiveness is demonstrated by the growing number of ContractingParties (currently 133), the number of 
listed sites (1180)' the cumulative areacoveredby these sites (1 03 million hal, and the growing awareness abou t the impor' 
tance of wetlands for environments and societies all over the world. 
Article 5 of the Convention gives the guidelines for regional cooperation and states that "the Contracting Part ies shall con
sul t each other about implementing obl igations arising from the Convention especially in the case of wetlands extending over 
the territories of more than one Contracting Party or where the water system is shared by Contracting Parties. They shall at 
the same time endeavor to coordinate and support present and fu ture policies and regulations concerning the conservation of 
wetlands and the ir flora and fauna." 
For shared coastal wetlands Contracting Parties are urged to develop frameworks of cooperation within existing Regional 
Seas Programs and embodying Large Marine Ecosystem(LME) concepts. Regional Seas Programs provide a legal framework 
for coopera tion, including a convention and appropriate protocols. Cont racting Parties are alsoencouraged to manage major 
coastal wetlands systems such as coral reefs, mangrolles, sea grasses within the context of LMEs. 

WWF Flagship species for South Asia 

In order to max imize its impact and inspire people to suppor t conserva tion, World WildlifeFund (WWF) has chosen to focus it 
efforts on amall number of well -known, charismatic species, other wise known as WWF's flagship species. While the giant 
panda, the tiger, rhinos, elephants, marine turtles, and great apes are the designated fl agship species for the whole wor ld. For 
Sou1h Asia the WWF has designated the black bear, the musk deer, the river dolph in and t ile snow leopard as flagship species. 
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IOSEA M arine Th rtle MoU and 

the Status of M arine Turtles in South Asia 


A lifeline has been hrown to endangered turtles in the Indian 
Ocean and the waters of Sou th East Asia (lOS EA). Under the 
auspiciousof the Convention for Migratory Species (eMS) Se· 
cretariat, countries in the region have for the fi rst timeagTeed 
to a wide-ranging plan to conserve six key turtle species at risk 
from over harvesting for meat and their eggs, destruction of 
nests and feeding areas and accidental by catch during fishing 
operations. 

AMemorandum of Understanding on the conservation and management of Marine turtles and their habitats of the I OSEA re
gion was adopted in July 2000 at an Intergoernmental meeting in Malaysia. A comprehensive framework throughwhich 
States can work together to conserveand replenish depleted marine turtle populations came into effect on 1\1 September 
200Z. The Memorandum envisages the development of sub-regional plans and has a potential membership of at least 40 
countries covering the entire Indian Ocean andSouth-East Asia. Up to now the MoU has been signed by the following 13 
countries: Australia, Cambodia, Comoros, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kenya, Mauritius, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, United 
Repub lic of Tanzania, United Kingdom, United States of America, andVietnam. A secre tariat to help co-ord inate activities un
der the MoU is co·located with the UNEP Regional Office for Asia and Pacific, based in Bangkok and an ad vfsory commi ttee is 
to be established to assist it in its activities. 
The very first meeting of the signatory states fo r the MoU is going to take place in Thai land, from 22-24 January 2003, 
where issues related to advisory committee, review of progress of the implementation, and priori tization of future act ivities in 
collabora tion with other intergovernmental/subregional bodies will be discussed. 

Within the South Asian coastline five species of mari ne turtles are recorded while Orissa, the eastern state of Indiais the larg
est nesting site af the Olive RidJey turtles in the world. 

Recorded Im po rtan t Nes ti ng sites Species 

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) St. Martin's Island of Bangladesh 
Gu lf of Kutch and Saurashtra Peninsula and uninhabited islands in Lakshadweep in India; 
Unhibited islands in Maldives 
Hawkes Bay and Sandspi t in Karachi, Pakistan 

Hawksbill (Eretmoellelys im· St. Martin's Island of Bangladesh 
brieata) Andamans (particularly Soulh Reef and North Brother in Andaman) and Nicobar of India 

Uninhabited islands in the Maldives_ 
Olive Ridley fLepidoehelys ~t. Martin's Islan dof Bangladesh 
~/jvacea) Orissa (two important nesting beaches). SUndarbans, Andaman and Nicobar Islands Lakshadweep in 

India 
The beaches of Hawkes Bay and Sandspit in Karachi. Pakistan 
~everal sites at southwest Sri Lank a. 

ea therback ~ndamans and Nicobars of India 
Sri Lanka 

Loggerhea d East coas t and Andama n and Nicobar islan ds of Indi a., a few places In Sri Lanka 

Please refer to page 6.......... 
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South and Central Asia MAB Network 

-t .1 :::ooI~t.'W 
#I -. On 15 . 18 October 2002, Man and Biosphere (MAB) 

Sri Lanka hosted the "South and Central Asian MAS 
Meeting of Experts on Environmental Conservation, Management 
and Research" in Hikkaduwa, which was attended by representa· 
tives from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Mal· 
dives, Nepal. Pakistan and Sri Lanka. One important outcome of 
themeeting was the creation of a new sub-regional MAB network 
entitled "South and Central Asia MAB Network (SACAM)". Dr Ma· 
hin Gazani (U NESCO National Commissionof the Islamic Republic 
of Iran) was elec ted Chairperson of theSACAM Network, and Dr 
Anusha Amarasinghe (M AB·Sri Lanka) was elected Vice· 
Chairperson. Thenext SACAM meeting will be held in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in early 2004. 

Dr Ashok I(osala of India wins the UNEPs 
Sasakawa Environmental Prize for 2002 

The UNEP Sasakawa Environ· 
ment Prize, one of the most 
prestigious environmental 
awards in the world was 
awarded to Or Ashok Kosala of 
India, who has worked tire· 
lessly to demonstrate both the 
theory and pract ice of 
"sustainable development" 

through his teachingand fostering of environment-friendly and com
mercia lly viable technologies. His'work range form vi llage power 
plants which use agricultural wastes as fuel to mini factories that 
recycle paper and local enterprises that make low cost roofing tiles. 
Much of his recent work has been achieved through Development 
Alternatives, a group of organizations headquartered in New Delhi, 
which he founded in 1983, to help bring people and naturedirectly 
into the design and implementat ion of his nation's development 
strategies. 
SAGEPcongratulates Dr. Kosala on his achievement. 

Co ntinued frompage 5 .. .... 

Major threa ts identified to the tlIrtles and their nest· 
ing grounds with in the region arepoaching of eggs 
and an imal for meat, loss of nesting beaches, obs truc
t ion by fishing trawlers and nets. In Maldives, turtle 
eggs are used to make one oi the counties favorite 
dishes, (velaa fol hi) and it is difficul t to stop poaching 
as most of identified nesting beaches are in uninhab
ited islands. 
Despite existing protective legislation banning the im· 
port, export and trade in marine turtle products, trad
ers continue to opera teo For example, stuffed, sub· 
adul t specimens of hawksbill turtles were on sale at 
curio shops in the Cox's Bazar district of Bangladesh. 
The en tangl ing of adults in fishing nets and shrimp 
trawls has brought the Olive Ridley turtle right to the 
brink of extinction in the region. 
As sea turtles migrate thousands of kilometres and 
across in ternational waters, it is necessary to trace 
their migratory routes to ensure their protection in all 
their habitats and for government and interna tional 
agencies to collaborate for effective conservation of 
thespecies. For example, green turtles tagged at 
Hawkes Bay andSandspit in Pakistan have beenre
captured in India (Bhaidar Island, Gul f of Kutchch Gu· 
jara t). Africa (Beraisole, Eri trea, NE Africa) and more 
recently in Iran in the Persian Gulf. 
A number of major conserva tion projects for marine 
turtles are now already underway or are in the pipe
line 

UND p·Govt. of Indiasea turtle projec t 
based on strengthening agencies working on 
tu rtle conservation like, Marine Turt le Pres
ervationGroup ·India, Operation Kachhapa 
(which is sanskrit for turtles). Student Sea 
Turtle Conservation Network etc. 
The Sindh Wildlife Department of Pakistan 
has been keeping arecord of all turtle nest· 
ing at beaches, tagging them, shifting the 
eggs to sa fe places and releasing the hatch· 
lings into the sea 

The marine turtle populations of the Indian Ocean are 
ashared resource and the ir continued existence can 
only be assured if all Indian Ocean range states con
tribu te to their conservation. Therefore it is important 
tha t the Governments of South Asia to ratify the MoU 
and work towards the implementation of the action 
plan. 
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2003 is the International Year of Freshwater 

The Interna tional Year of Freshwa
ter, 2003, was officially launched at 
aceremony at the United Nations in 
New York on December 12. The aim 

l~~~m;1\tC~J:;mfmal of the Year is to raise awareness of 

the importance of protec ting and 

managing freshwater. The UN Gen· 

era l Assembly res olution proclaiming 

the Year was initiated by the Go 
ernment of Tajikistan andsupported 

by 148 other countries. 


As the coordinator for the Year, together with the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Af fa irs (UNDESA), UNESCO has set up a 
special website (http://www.unesco.org/water/iyfw2/ ) providing a 
platform for countries andindividuals all over the world to share 
their ideas, initiatives and events for the Year 2003. 
One of the aims of the Year is to reassert the UN 's Mil lennium Dec· 
laration Goal on Water, which pledged "to halve, by the year 2015, 
the proportion of the world's peop le unable to reach, or to af ford, 
safe drinking water" and "to stop the unsustainable exploitation of 
water resources." The goal, endorsed by the World Summit on Sus· 
tainable Development held in Johannesburg in2002, also set a new 
target of halving theproportion of people who do no t have access 
to basic sanitation by 2015. It also recognized the key role of wa· 
ter in agriculture, energy, health, biodiversity and ecosystems as 
well as in combating poverty. 

COP-6 Adopts a Strategic Plan for the 
Implemen tation oftbe Basel Convention 

The six th meeting of the Conference of the Par ties (COP·6) to the Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and their Disposal was held from 9·14 December 2002, in Ge· 
neva, Switzerland. The meeting was attended by 400 off icials represent· 

ing morethan 90 Parties, seven observer States, four UN bodies and 

agencies, and over 30 intergovernmental, non·governmental and other 

organizati ons. 

COP·6 adopted a strategic plan that sets prio rities for international ac· 

tion on hazardous and other wastes up to the year 2010. The plan 

stresses the need to tackle priority waste streams such as obsolete pes· 

ticides, lead-acid batteries, used oil. PCBs, electronic andother wastes. 

It also urges governments to minimize and where possib le prevent the 

generation of wastes in the first place. 


Convention implementation was also fostered at COP-6 
through the decisions on capacity ~uilding . Developing 
countries have played, and continue to play, an instru 
menta l role in the development and implementat ion of 
the Basel Co nvention. One key aspect of implementing 
the Convention is building the capacity of developing 
countries to manage and dispose of hazardous waste. 
To this end, COP·6 legally established Basel Convention 
Regional Centers, a step that has been loudly applauded 
by bo th developing and developedcountries alike. Rec· 
ognition of the critical ro le of these Centers in imple 
mentation of the Convention was further reflected in 
the donors' agreement to fund activities under the Stra· 
tegic Plan through the Basel Convention Trus t Fund, and 
finance the core functions of the Regiona l Centers 
through contribut ions from the Technica l Coopera ti on 
Trust Fund. 
CDP-6 also adopted technical guidelines on biomedica l. 
plastic and lead·acid battery wastes, and ship disman· 
tling. In particular, anumber of delegates stressed the 
importance of the decision on sh ip dismantling, high· 
lighting that it calls for the ship's decontamination prior 
to sending it for dismantling. This upholds theConven
tion's principle tha t hazardous wastes sh ou ld not be 
dumped on developing countries 

Online Trainers Guide on 

Cleaner Production 


Within the framework of a global project imple
mented in 1999-2002 UNEPOTIE has developed 
and presented aseries of awareness raising and 
skills training courses on Cleaner Production fi· 
nancing in five developing countries. In these fi ve 
countries (Guatemala, Nicaragua, Tanzania, Vie t
nam and Zimbabwe), communica tion and relational 
ski lls courses were also held for persons se lected 
to present these courses. In addition, workshops 
fo r senior prog ra mme and bankers have been held 
at central locations. 
Based on the experience gained in adapling and 
delivering the courses in the five countries, short 
presentations for senior executives, checklists and 
four generic training courses have been designed 
for use in other countries. In the following, the 
material for the four courses can be accessed. A 
hard copy of a Trainers' Guide is available from 
www.uneptie.org/pc/cp to support th is material. 

www.uneptie.org/pc/cp
http://www.unesco.org/water/iyfw2
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Up Coming Evens: January - April 2003 

Event Date Ve nue 

21 -22nd JanuarySpecial Session of the Governing Council of SACEP Colombo, Sri Lanka 

1$1 meeting of the signatory states for the MoU on Marine Turtles of 22-24 January Bangkok, Thajland, 

Indian Ocean and the waters of South East Asia (lOSEA) 

Regional Technical Assistance for Coastal and Marine Resources Man 29-30 January IUCN - Sri Lanka 

agement and Poverty Reduction in South Asia (ADB/RETA 5974): Fo
al Group Meeting 

~nd Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 
 3-? February Nairobi, Kenya 

Forum of UNEP 

belhi Sustainable Development Summit 2003 
 6 - 9 February New Delhi, India 

1st Asian Workshop on Env. Law &Policy for Environmentally Sound 12 -15 February Agra, India 

Sustainable Develo~men t 


GPA South Asia Regional Workshop 
 25-28 February Colombo, Sri lanka~ 
L 

2nd UNU-RIVM Workshop on Environmental Dimensions of Poverty 3-5 March Katmandu , Nepal 

UNU-UNESCO International Course in Biodiversity in Mangrove Eco 10-24 March Centre of Advanced Studies in 
rSystem arine Biology, Annamalal Uni

versity, India 
Qnd International Tropical Marine Ecosystems Management Symposium 24-27 March Manila, Philippines 

Integrated Coastal Zone & River Basin Management In South Yet to be determined Chennai, India 

~sia -ICRAM 

59th Session of Economic & Social Commission for Asia & the 
 24-30 April Bangkok, Thailand, 

l 
IPacific 

Good Management assist in Coral Reef Recovery 

Tile 378·page global repor t, enti tled Sta tus of Coral Reefs of the World: 2002, states that some of coral ree f areas which were 

adversely affected by the massive bleaching event in 1997-98 have begun to recover, and the greatest progress has been in reefs 

safeguarded as Marine Protected Ar,eas (MPAs). According to the publication, new corals are settling on ree fs along the coasts of 

East Africa and the Comoros, and "stronger recovery" has been recorded in the Maldives. the lakshadweeps (o ff the south coast 


11 of India) and Palau, where there is li tt le direct human impact. Recovery ill the Seychelles, Sri Lanka. the Indian mainland and Ii 
some parts of Sou theast Asia is "slow or ba rely evident." High levels of sediment transport, nutrient pollution, over·fishing and 

destructive fishing practices all put astress on corals that slows their recovery. 

The most serious threat to coral reef ecosystems is now the combinedimpact of stress from hUman activities and climate 

change. This year' s developing EI Nino could create a new set-back for the ree fs. And while EI Nino previously has occurred in 

natural cycles of 7 to 11 years, it has be come more frequent in the past few decades, possibly as a result of global warming. At 

abriefing in UNESCO Headquarters last week, Clive Wilkinson, Global Co-ordinator of GCRM and editor of the latest survey, 

warned, "even the best management wi ll not stop global warming killing reefs. But if you have good management, especially fish 

management, the recovery will be much better." 

The report was prepared by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Ne t ark (GCRMN). anetwork of, governments, institutes and 

NGOs from over 80 countries. GCRMN has been updating its survey eve ry two years since the first report was published in 1998, 


'. with contributions fromsome 150 authors from more than 100 countries. 

. 

--------------------------~~ 
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