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Report of the Third Meeting of the
Governing Council of the Somth Asia
Co-operative Envirooment Programme
(SACEP), 12th & 13th January 1987,
New Delhd, India.



SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
THIRD MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL (GC 2)
13th & 13th January 1987

NEW DELHI, INDIA.

REPORT

| B INTRODUCTION

The Tiird Meetingi of the Governins Councii of the South Asla Co-operative Envi-
ronment Programme was held in New Delhi, Indiz, on the 12th and 13th January 1087,

2. ATTENDANCE

The Governing Council (GC 3} was attended bEnRepresentatives from the fellowing
Member Countries: viz, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indis, Iran, Pukistan and Sri Lanksg.

Representatives from the foliowing United Nations Agencies and bodies glso parti-
cipated: United Nations Environtment Programm e (UNEP}, United Natlons Development Pro-
E'eamme (IINDP), Economic and Socia) Commisslon for Asia and the Pacific {ES(&P , World

alth Organization {WHO), World Wildlife Fund (WWF), International Union for Conserva-
tlon of Nature and Natural urces (IUCH), United Natlons Educatiopal, Selentifte ang Culty-
ral Organization {J_UHEE:‘DG), World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) East West Centre, Ha-
wail and SACEF Vienna Lilaison Office.

A list of participants is at Annex I

3. INAUGURATION
. The Thirg Meeting of the Governing Council of the South Asla Co- tive Envi-
ronment Programme was Ina2ugurated by Honourable Shrl Rajiv Gandht, Prime ter of Indis.

In bis inaugural address he stated interglia that: “The region that Is covered hy SACEP are
amongst the most ravaged and degraded in the world. Our forest cover is amongst the lowest
due to ramgant. desertification, rapid denudation, fast soll erosion and there 15 a very high
rate of growth In air, water, noise and other types of pollutions. Our challenge will be ta have
economic development and protect the environment, not to separate into water tight compart-
ments, but one integral integrated approach to remove backwardness and to move ahead.”

A copy of his address 1s at Annex IT

Mr. T. N. Beshan, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of
India in his welcoming address noted that this function combines in itself two matters that are
being given the highest riuﬂlXSbY the Honourable Prime Minlster Rajiv Gandhi, One ts co-
operation amongst the South Aslan Countries ang the other is enviconment.

A copy of his address i5 gt Annex IIT

The Honourable Mr. Bhajan Lal, Minister of Environment and Forests, Government
of Indie in his address stated: “The efforts initiated by SACEP in ldentifying the regilonal

prablems and Initiating projects such as Regional Seas Proz , Environmental Bducation
etc., for tackilng them, are gratifying, The SACEP has to be & ened and promoted to serve
25 an eflective machinery for enabling it to play a very me ul role. A careful look at its

finaneclal position. some of the focal point activities and funding of its projects wil regquire
attention of the delegates, I am sure this meeting of the Governing Councll wil] deltberate on
these and come out with suggestions which will e of help to 211 the member governments. The
efforts of SACEP will go a long way in controlling pollution and protecting the environsnent,”

A copy of his address is at Annex IV

Hon. Shah Moazzem Hussain, Minister of Local Government, Rural Development &
Co-operatives, Government of People's Republic of Beagladesh and rman of the Governin:
Counell addressing the inaungural session stressed that “The Importance of SACEP lles as muc
in the action programmes undertaken in South Asia as in the fact that the SACEP has been re-
cognised as an obvious and essential reglonal forum by donor countries and egencles as well.”



A copy of his address {3 at Annex ¥

Mr. M. J. Kazem, Director, South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme dell-
vered the Vote of thanks. '

A ¢opy of his address is at Annex VI

4, AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4 (e¢) ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF SACEP

With the Chajrman GC 2, Hon. 8hah Moazzem Hussain, Minister of Local Govern-
ment, Rural Development & Co-operatives, Government of People's Republic of Bangladesh In
the chalr, on a recommendation made by the Consuitative Committee of SACEP, Article 4 (¢) of
the Articles of Association of SACEP was amended unanimously, in order to conform to acrepted
international practise angd the system followed by all U.N. and affilizted organisations as regards
the election of a Chalrman {o the Governing Council of SACEP.

The text of the approved amendment tg Article 4 (e) of the Articles of Association
of SACEP iz as follows:

“Unless otherwise agreed by members, the Couneil shal! normally meet once a year.
The guorum for a Meeting of the Qoverning Council shall be a simple majoﬂ'{y of the member-
ship. The Meetings of the Governing Counci! shal! be hosted by Member States in alphabetical
order and the Presidency of the Qoverning Couneil shall be oifered to the Host Country; the
Chairman shall hold office for a perlod of one year or till such time as a new Chalrman takes
office in that year.”

b, ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS

. In accordance with the provisions of the Amended Article 4 (¢} of the Articlez of
Asgsocigtion of SACEP, Honourahle Bhajan Lal, Minister of Environment and Forests, (fovern-
mernt of Indla was elected Chalrman of the Third Governing Councli of SACEP.

Hl; Excellency Dr. M. Humayun Khan, Ambassador of Pakistan In New Delhi, Indla
was elected Vice-Chairman.

Hon. Dr. Abdul Ghafar Lakanwal, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reforms of the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan was elected Rapporteur.

4. AGENDA
The CGoverntng Counctl (GC 3) discussed and adopted the Agenda of the Meeting.
A copy of the adopted Agenda is at Annex VII

7. STATEMENT OF HEADS OF DELEGATION

The Heads of delegations from Afghanlstan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Pakis-
tan and Srl Lanka addressed the Governing Councll highlighting the efforts made in thelr res-
pective conntries on matters concerning the environment and also listing eritlcal areas where
nafiodal and reglonal programmes wil need to be lazunched as a matter of priority.

The respective country gtaternents are found in Annexes VIIT - XIV,

8. OTHER STATEMENTS

' The statements made by U.N, and other Organisations attending thls Meeting are
in Apnexes XV—XX.

MATTERS

Though the above two itemiz were llsted in the Agenda as items § (a) and 8 (a) &
() respectively, due to its close relevance, they were discussed together,

The Direcior explained in detzil the financial constraints faced by the Secretariat.
The Governing Councll noted that due to finencizl conastraints the Secretariat 1z inadequately
stafled and equipped; that a certaln minimum staff and equipment 13 hecessary if SACEF s to
function eflectively; that the Governing Council must approve every vear the budget neceszary
for this purpose and that the expenditure approved by the Governing Councll must be borne by
the member countries In a falr and egultable manher.

@H. INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS OF THE BACEP SECRETARIAT AND FINANCIAL
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The (3overning Council considered the sutzgestion made by the members regarding
the sharing of expenditure by the member states, The suggestion of the members Included the
sharing of the expenditure on the UN or BAARC patterfi. The Governing Councll decided that.
the Consultative Committee must consider thoroughly the formula to be adopted for sharing of

the expenditure and circulate their recommendations to all member countries as early as pos-
sible before the end of March 1987,

The Governing Council will finalise this matter through circulation or at its next
meeting. The member countries will make avallable their eontributions according to the formuls

;‘.}u {I:i)e %greed upon znd the Secretariat will be assured of the full money requested in the yearly
udget.

The Governing Counell considercd the Issue of a Trust Fund and decided that the
Consultative Committee should also go into this matter thoroughly and submit their recommen-
dation before the end of March 1987,

The Governing Council decided that the budget for each vear and the latest audlted
report of the zceounts must invariably get approval by the Governing Council.

10. VIENNA LIAISON OFFICE

The Governing Council considered the Agenda Item 8 (c) re arding the Viennsa
Liaison Office. It noted that the question of the Vienna Liaison Office and its modaitties needed
t0 be reviewed In order to bring them in consonance with the objectives of SACEP and decided
therefore that a committee comprising representatives from all member states, under the
Chairmanship of Srt Lanka ghould review the issue of the Vienna Liaison Office in totality and
report as early as possible to the Governing Councll which will take a dectsion on this izsie, The
Government of Austrla may be informed in sultable terms of the review being uhdertaken by
SACEP. Since the issue of the Vienna Lialson office is under review, the Governing Council
declded that it was not necessary to consider the Agenda Item 7 (c).

at The delegation from the Vienna Liaison Office was not present when. this item was
scussed.

11 SUBJECT AREA FOCAL POINTS

The Institutional and Programme Matters listed in Agenda Itemn & {b) and 7 (b}
were discussed together.

The Governing Council decided that the individual countries should sertously ex-
amine the appropriatness of their Nationa! and Sublect Area Focal Points hitherto dezsignated

and should a change be necessary it should be done fmmediately ang the Secretariat be in-
formed accordingly.

12. gACmE:gW OF PRIORITY PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS UNDER_TA!CEEI BY

The Director SACEP presented the working paper SACEP/GC 3/WP6 which des-

cribed in detall the present status of Projects and Programmes undertaken by the SACEP
Becretariat.

SACEP sought the support of UN. and other Internationzl Orgabpisations in ful-
filling their ﬂbuggtiuns, The Director SACEP, also brought to the notice of the Governing Council
the dectsion of being recommended as the Secretariat for the implementation of the
Actlon Plan in connection with the Socuth Aslan Reglonal Seas Programme and that six Priority
Projects ?gg%l eojlaboration from various International Organisations will be implemented during
the year .

Th:e Governing Councll expressed thelr wholehearted appreciation of the BACEP
Becretariag for the achievements In this respect.
13. INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

The Governing Councli conveyed their appreciation to.2l] the International Organt-
sations for the support it has glven SACEP and look forward to their continuing support.
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14. . ANY-OTHER MATTERS

' Under thls Agenda, Item the Gu?emln Counci]l gave the ma.ndate to the SACEP
Gonsultatlve Gummitt-ea ¢ ga

{(a) To inform the Gmmmnnt of laidaah that t.he next Director of BACEP should be Irnm
Bangladesh and that they should e the necessary steps to fulfill this obligation. He
would he EXDeEt-Eﬂ to assume dutlegMguat 1088,

{b} In consultation. wlith the Member Countries to decide cn the venue and {iming of the next
: Governing Councll Hng, - .

15. DQNBIDERATIOH AND ADQPTI'DH OF THE REPORT
' The Meeting conaldered and adopted this report on the 13th of January 1987.

16. CONCLUDING SESSION

Mr, M. J, Kazem, Pim:tor of SACEP thanked the Government of India for the

excellent arrangnments made this Governingz Councll and for the dis Ished delegates

ﬁumuuthe member countriez and IT.N. and International agenciag IDI‘ thelr parficipation at this
ee

The Chairman GG in hiz concluding remarks thanked the Director and SACEP
stail for their excellent work 1o spite of limited resources and assmd that the member countrles
woum ra.er mund to make BA a vibrant and v1ial organizsation in this region.
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- ANNEX I

LIST OF PAETICIPANTS
BACEPr MEMBERS

AFGHANISTAN -
Hon. br. Abdul Ghafar Lakanwal
Dr. Abdul Rashid Raunof

BANGLADESH
Hon, Bhah Moazzem Hussain

HE. Mr. Farug A. Chowdhury
Mr s:r,red.Mumém' Al
Mr. Aftabuddin Ahmed

Mr. Anver Hussain Bhulyan

Mr. Sangey Thinlay
Mr. Narayan 8, K__a.t_-el_

INDIA

8hri Bhajan La)l

Shrt Z. R. Angarl

Bhri T. N. Seshan

Soxt X, R Sinha

Shrl-K. Madhav Bm-ma R

Bhri Prakash Shah

Shri v.__P.. Jauhari

R L

Shri R. M. Roy
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Mr. Mohammad Baeld Hosseint Shie

Minister of Agriculiure & Land Reforma,

President of the Agriculture Depa rt;:nen't;
State Planning Comupittee, Kebyk -

bl

Minister of Local Goveinment Rural
Development & Co-operatives, _

High Commissioner of Bangladesh. '
Bangladesh High Commission, New Dathi, -

Counsellor, Bangladesh High Commigston,
New Delhl

v;-%jmtor, Department of Pollutionr Control,
haka.

Assistant Privete Secretary to -Mmister of
Local Government, Rural Developmen: and
Co-operatives. A et

Toint, Director of Forests, Thimphy,
Attache, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thimphu.

Minister for Environnrent - and Forests,
New Delhi.

Minjster of State for Environment and Forests,
New Delht. .

Secretary, Ministry - of ‘Baviroiiment and
Forests, New Delhi. .

Deputy High Commissioner, Indian Hiph
Commission, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Joint Secretary, Ministry ‘of " Environment
& Forests, New Delhi, i '

Joint Secreta Ministry of Envi t
& Forests, New Delhi. rapmen’

Director, Ministry of Environment & Forests,
New Delhl.

Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs,
New Deihli, PRl

Agsistant Prime Mintster and Director,
Department of Environment, Teheran.

Head, International Affairs D t of
Environment, Teheran, W

Director, Environmental Impact: Asiessment
Burean, Teheran.



PAKISTAN

H.E. Dr. M. Hummayun Khan
Mr. Eamran Niaz
Mr. Masroor A. Junejo

SRI LANKA
Hon. Gamani Jayasuriya
Mr. K. H, J. Wijayadasa

Dr, L. 8. K. B, Herath
Mr. G. Wijayasiri

SACEP ¥IFENNA LIAISON OFFICE
Dr. Norbert Knotl '

Mr. Eduard Wilmsen

Dr. Gerhiard Burian -
Mr. Siegfried Haas

Mr. William Mansfleld IIT .
Pr. Nay Htun

Lr. R, D. Deshpande
ESCAP

Dr. K. F, Jalal -

IGCN
Hon, Nagendra Singh

Dr. M. Derkatch -

Ambassador for Pakistan in New Deihi.
Counsellor, Embassy of Pakistan, New Delhl.

Third BSecretary, Embass of Pakista
New Dedhl. y ' n,

Minister of Agricultural Development and
Research.

Secretary to the Hon, Prime Mipister &
Chalrman, Central Envirohmental Authority.

Chairman, Dairy Development Foundation,

Depul h Commisgloner, 8Sri Latika
High nf:n:ﬁaﬂlan, New Delhd,

OTHERS

Secre -(reneral Federal Chamber of
Architectz & Engineers, Federal Ministry of
Construction & Technles, Vienna,

Vice-Chalftman, Austrian Academy for
Environment & Energy, Vienna,

Head of Economic Pollcy Dept., Federal
%mlstry of Trade, Commerce & Indusiry,
BIINA.

Architect and Consulting Engineer.

Aszsistant Secretary-General, TI.N. & Deputy
Exetutlve Director UNEP, Nairobi, Kenya.

Regipnal Divector & Representative UNEP
Reglonal Office for Asla & Pacific, Bangkok,

lonal Adviser, UNEP Regional Office for
m & Paclfic, Bangkok,

Chiel, Environmental Co-ordinating Unit,
ESCAYP, Bangkok.

Deputy Chairman of IDCN's Commission on
Environmental Policy, Law and Administra-
tion and President of the International
Court of Justice,

Director, UNESCO, %ﬂnﬁl Office of Bolence
& Technology, New 1.



WHO
Dr. Chaiyan K. Senyakormn

wWF
Major-General Eustace I¥YSousa

EAST WEST CENTRE, NAWAR
Dr. Touflg X S1ddiqi

WMO
Mr. 8. C. Sharma

' SACEP SECRETARIAT

Mr. M. J. Kazem
Mr. P. N. Diaz Abeyegunawardens
Mg. Marlene Pereira

Resident Representative, UNDP, New Delhl.

o i, P P
 Office Tor South Rost Asfa, n'am_'w

wm to
Pmident. :%m b to the

Director
Pirector, India Meteorclogical Dapsrtmnnt.,.

Director.
Consultant.
Adminigtrative Assistent.



ANNEX II

INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF
HON. SHRI REAJIV GANDHI,
PRIME MINISTER OF ININA

“I would like to fArst glve a.f'm warm welcotne to Indla from the Government
and the people of India and wish you zll the very best for 1887. I hope your stay here will
ke pleasant, comfortable perhaps most of all frulfful.

The cause that brings you here 1s  of great coneern to us. Your deliberzlions will
be of tremendous importahce to the millions of poorest people wha live here in this part of
the world. There s no false division between development and the imperative for preserving
and enriching our environment. Qur experience has shown that the negleet of the environ-
ment 1s at the cost of development. We have found that we have not evaluated the rost of
the deprived environment when we have caleulated the cost and benefits of particulasr
development projects, We have seen durlng these past two years that we are giving more
and rore rellef for drought and Sood. We have, for example, during the first one and a half
years of the Seventh Plan which 15 1585 and half of 1988, given an equal amount to what we
gave to the full 8jzth Five-Year Plan in terms of rellef. The floods have been severer, the
droughts have been severer. When it rains, the water with the top soil wash out into the sea
and it is not avallable during the rest of the year, primarily because we have neglected our
environment, we have degraded our environment, we are paying a very heavy cost for 1t now,

We cannct have development today without evaluating the full cost of every
project, net {ust the immediate cost but the long term cost. We cannot leave the long term
part of that cost for future generations to pay. We cannot leave the legacy of deficlt In
development, We have to account for it during cur own generatlons. The cost of protecting
fhe environment goes up higher and higher as the enviromment gets more and more degraded.
We have seen today the firefighting that we are having to do to protect the environment
which is a very heavy drain on our exchequer. But if it had been included during the earlier
part of pur development, the cost would have been mich less. The reglon that is covered by
SACEP are amongst the most ravaged and degraded in the world, Our forest cover is amongsi
the loweat, due to rampant desertification rapid denundation, fast soil erosion, and there i1s a
very high rate of growth in air, water, noise and other types of pollutions. Our challenge will
be to have sconomic development and protect the environment, not to separate into water-
tight compartments, but one Integral integrated approach to remove backwardness and to
move ahead. This integrated approach will require a lot of new thinking in our Planning
Commission, in our bureauecracy at political levels. ‘The immediate aspects of protecting the
environment become very polltieal. If a forest is to be protected, the immediate result is that
fuel wood is not avallable, timber for construction is not available. Other benefits and fruits
from the foreets are not avalable to the poorer sections, those that live near the forests, those
that live in the forests. So, there is a dilemma. This dilemma will bave to be faced and faced
strongly. It cannot be overcome by stiff legal action. The alternatives must he found. Alter-
native fuel, alternative construction material, alternatives to the other products that are
avallable from the forests. We have to also relook at our opening up of forested areas, how we
do it, and how we are polng to protect those areas which are still heavily forested, We have
to give priority in the peripheral areas of forests to things such as fuel, construetion material
80 that forests do not have pressure put on it. We have to see how we can change our fiscal
and taxation policles so that other materials are more readily available, and cheaper as an
alternative. What i5 needed 1s a holistic vlew of the human needs of the area, of the poor that
are¢ lving In and around the forests and the environment that tneeds protection. Man and
nature have lived in harmony for centuries. The balance was not upset. The tribes that Uved
in forests have not upset the balance in the forests. It is what we rcall clvilisation and
development that has encroached upon nature and has destroyed her environment. We must
develop the right tools of development and for protection of the envirenment, We must develap
the human genlus to give us the right answers. The irony 1s that the technelogical progress
that we have seen iz requirlng much higher levels of technology, to fight the damage that
very technological progress has done, the ravages of past technologles, engineetrs who didn't
think twice about exploiting natural resources must now think very carefully about whether

8



ihat exploitation 1s in the ultimate benefit of the human belngs ltving in that area, In our
part of the world in SBouth Asla we are very Inter-dependent, perhaps much more so when
It comes to environment and other spheres of our activitles.

Degradation in one country, one part of the country, can have very . serlons
congequences on another country and It is very necessary that we work together to main-
tain the ecological balance in South Asla. We have to. look more speclally st the
speclaily endangered areas In our part of the world, the mangroves, coral islands, the
particular ecosystems in each zome. We have, I remember rightly, had a Seminar,
the 1lst Semninar in 1883, but very litile action has taken place since then, We need to Elve
& bigger thrust to specific actlon, time bound action, because time is runoing out very fast on
onr environment, the regional actlon to keep pace with each of our apecific national action
programmes. In this area India being the largest, is perhaps the worst affected and that has
given us some experience in tackling these problems, In combating the degradation of our
forests and our environments. We lay this expertise in front of SACEP in whatever way
we can in assisting, iralning and developmnent and environment protectton manpower. We will
go all out to help the countries, . _

Our friends and our nelghbours have also galned expertise in these areas and we
would e happy to co-operate with them in developing our common expertise. I wish vou all
the very best in your delberations to press shead with deliberate speed. What we need Is
concrete plans of action that have quick Impac¢t on the environment, on the people that are
suffering from the conseguences of a deprived environment, from the ravages of the deprived
environment, :



ANNEX 111

ADDRESS OF WELCOME BY

MRE. T. N. SESHAN,

SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Your Excellency Chairman of the Governing Counecll, Honourable Prime Minister
of India, Your Excellencies, Delegates from the Countries who are part of South Asla
Co-operative Environment Programme, other Distinguished Delegates, Honourable Minister
for Environment and Minister of State for Envirohment, Friends and Colleagues:

I deem it a very great privilege to weleome you to this inaugural function of the
Third Governing Council Meeting of the South Asla Co-operative Environment Programme.
We consider 1t @ great privilege which has been given to us to hold this meeting in India
this time. To you 8ir, the Prime Minister we are' particularly beholden for having time to be
with uz today, for this inaungural function.

If T may say so with humlility it does not surprise us because this function
combines in itself two outstanding matters dear to your heart. One is co-operation among
the Sounth Asian Countries and the other 15 environment and therefore to you 8ir, we
extend a warm welcome.

Your Excellencies, Delegates from the countries of the Region who have come here
for this meeting, T would like to extent an exftremely warm welcome. Weather in Delhi during
this part of the year is hot entirely warm but that will be more than compensation by the warmth
of our hearts. Delegates from the United Nation Agencies, other International Agenciez and
Reglonal Agencies to them also we would like to extend a warm welcome.

To our own Minister for Environment and our Minister of State for Environment
I would also like to add a brief but warm word of welcome. Sir, we do hope that at the end of
the deliberatlons In the next two daye we would have achieved another outstanding milestone
in Bouth Asian Co-gperation on Environment which i5 a subject which repeatedly proves to
ail of us that the world is becoming a viltage.

Thank you,

10



ANNEX 1V
ADDRESS BY SHEY BHAJAN LAL,

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS,
GOVERNMENT OF INDI1A

Mr. Chairman, beloved YPrime Minister of India, Shri Rajliv Gandhi and
distinguished delegates:

I. At the very ontget I convey my New Year's greetings to all of you,

2. I have great pleasure in welcoming you to our country on the occaslon of
this ingugural Functlon of the 3rd Governing Councll Meeting of South Asia Co-gperative
Environment Programme {SACEP}.

3. We are all aware that the countries of this region face similar environmental
problems and our declsion to support a programme like SBACEP was very timely. As developing
countries, we are all Interested In stopping the environmental degradation and in brotecting
our natural resources which are the basls of our efforts for development, The ecological balance
enables the species of this earth to survive. Man has, however, interfered withk many natural
proceszes in pursult of development. He has cul trees and forests indiserlminately. He has
polluted lang, water and alr, so essentlsl for the development process. He 12 proceeding on theseé
lines s0 fast that the quality of life of the whele human race is threatened.

4, Our late Prime Minister, Shrimatl Imdira Gandhi, had on several occasions,
articulated the perspective on environmental protectlon in the context of developing coun-
tries. In her Key-note address to the Stockhollm Conference on Human Environment in
1572, she sald "How can we speak to those who live In villages and slums about keeping oceans,
the rivers, and the air ¢lean, when their own lives are contaminated at the source? The

-enyvironment cannot be improved in conditions of poverty; nor can poverty be eradicated
without the use of science and technology™.

§ While the major damage *to the environment is caused by the developed
eountries, it is the developing countries who have te bear the hrunt of such process., Now Iz
the time for us to lmpress upon the developed countries to stop over-exploitation of natural
resources and to compensale for the damage they hiave already caused. Environment 15 one
entity globally and we all have a responsibility to protect it. I understand that some
countries as well as international agencies are coming forward to assist us in Frut&cti the
environment. We have {0 make sure that thiz assistance iz devoted fully to activities considered

?prﬁﬂgrlate by the countries of this reglon. We are the best judges of what needs to be done
n area.

6. India, for more than two decades, has been acutely consclons of the need for
environmental protection. The Constitutlon of india specifically provides for such action.
Several laws had been enacted earlier to prevent and control pollution of water and air, to pro-
tect forests, to screen Ingecticldes and fo 15Jr'r;nn|.ri-'.1f.z safe and healthy working conditions to wor-
kers. Recently we have enacted In 1986 a comprehensive law, the Environment {Pro-

tection) Act, which empowers the Central Governrpent to effe¢tively protect all areas of
environment.

7. Enactment of stringent laws punishment of violaters, though important,
are not enough to protect the environment, It is important that the Governments take mafor
initiativez In each priority arez. Recently, two such mator Initiatives have been taken by
our Prime Minister, Raliv Gandhi. One ls the massive Ganga Action Plan launched jn our
country fto clean up the (Ganga River to slgnal the Government’s resolve to tackle the
pollution of our rivers. The estimated cost of thi= action Elan is Rupees 2900 million. Similar
efforts are planned for ofher rivers =such as Yamuna in the country. Another initiative iz the
settlnf up of National Wasteland Development Board with the objectlve of afforesting the
wastelands of the ¢ouniry to fulfl the Tuel and fodder needs of the country. India recognises
that promotion of forests and of vegetative cover in the country 1s essential to tackle the
problems of soil loss, droughts and floods.

11



8. We also recognise that the most effective way of protecting the environment
is to make people aware of its importance and to educate all concerhed about the means of
protecting the enviromment. Under the guidance of our Prime Minister, Shrl Raliv Gandhl
we have launched a massive awareness campaign th  the counfry aimed at enlisting the

co-operalion of professionals, teachers, CGovermment officials, people's  representatives,
Etudents and youth.

9. The eflorts initiated by SACEP In identifying the regional problems and
inifiating projects such as regional seas programme, envirenmentat education, ete. for
tackling them are gratifying. The SACEP has to be strengthened and promoted to serve as
an effective machinery for enabling it to play a very meaningful role. A careful look at its
financial position, some of the focal point activities and Innding of iis projects will require,
attention of the delegates. I am sure this meeting of the Governing Council will deliberate on
these and come out with suggestions which will be of help to all the member-governments.

The efforts of SACEP will g0 a long way In controlling peilution and protecting the
environment

Thank yow

12




ANNEX V¥

ADDRESS BY CHAIRMAN GC 2,

HONOURABLE SHAH MOAZZEM HOSSAIN,

MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVEENMENT,

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CO-OPERATIVES,

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Your Excellency Shrl Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India and the Chief Cruest
of this Session, E=xcellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladles and Gentlemen,

As the Second Chairman of the SACEP Governing Council let me, first of ali,
convey my deep apprectation to His Excellency, Shri Rajlv Gandhi, Prime Minister of
India and the Chairman of SAARC for his august presence at this inaugural sessjon, His
presence amongst us this morning will be g source of inspiration to uws and we look
forward to him to provide us the guideline and direction for the deltberations of this meeting.

I, on my own behalf as also on behalf of the representatives of the SACEP
Countries, would like to express my speclal thanks and gratitude to the Covernment of India
for hosting the Third Governing Council Meeting of SACEP In New Delhi, I would also
appreciate the participation of the International Agencles ané donor countries for their
continued interest in our co-ordinated and c¢o-operative plan of action to meet the environ-
mental challenge faced by about one-fourth of the global population.

Your Excellencies, this Third Meeting of the Governing Council has been another
_mile stone In the history of co-operation among the countries in this rexlon to fdght the
environmental hazards.

The presence of the distinguished delgates, here, undoubtedly assures that we
are determined to prevent the following common issues in a spirit of self-rellance:—

1) The phenomenal increase in  population and severe food-shortages that cause
enormous pressure on the land of this reglon.

il) The unplanned mass migrationn of people to large citles from the impoverish
ed ecountryside leading to awful slums.

ii1) Inadequacies of basic amenities of life that are forcing the peaple to live
under most inhuman conditions, '

v} The undesirable way of modernisation =and development that contribute
depletion of natural resources, degradation of environment and disequilibrium
of socio-economie conditions of the people.

v} Inflation and depression that eause poverty and health hazard to the people.

Your Exceliencies, the Second Governing Councl]l Meeting held during 17-18 April,
85 at Dhaka commended the steps taken by the Focal Points to improve the ecological status
of this regicn and expanded SACEP's activitles' by establishing g Liatson Office at Vienna for
co-ordinating assistance from donor sources, The significant progress in such a short time
only proves the determination of the countries In the reglon to combat environmenta! hazard
in a co-operative spirit with a view to establishing a new Environmental Order.

The Importance of BACEP les as much in  the action programmes undertaken
in South Asia as in the fact that SACEP has been recoghised as an obvious and essential
regitonal forurm by donor countries and agencies as well.
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It 13 undeniable that the preservation of envirgnment and soclo-ecohomic deve-
lopment must go hand in hand. The tremendous momentum in this aren generated in the
South Asia Region and in the donor counirles or eagencies for develnping Environmental
Becurity is s positlve indication for optimism In success.

In conclusjon, I would Like to mmmmmwsmmmsmgim
strongly supports the over-all goals and objectives of SAQEP and is preplreu maka all
efforts for further strehgthening BACEF's role in the Buuth Asia. .

Excellencies, Disfinguished Dele;a.tu. Liulieu and mnﬂunm,

Finally, may X record my appreclation for the work done 80 far by BACEFP despite
muttitudea ot conatraints,

Thank you all.
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ANNEX VI

VOTE OF THANKS BY ME. M. J. KAZEM,
DIRECTOR, SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME,

Hon. Prime Minister, Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladiés and  Gentlo-
men.:

On behalf of the SBouth Asla Co-operative Envircnment Programme, I consider
it a duty of great honour and privilege to thank you, Mr., Prime Minister, for giving of your
precious time to inaugurate the Third Meeting of the Governing Council of BACEP,

Your presence here today, to address thiz Meeting, 1s a measure of your profound
concern about the alarming environmental situation in our region, and your feelings for this
organisation which Iz a source of great encouragement to us : . .

Mr. Prime Minister, under your leadership, the Government of Indla is playing
2 major role in assisting SACEF to get off the ground. Hosting of this Important meeting is a
vivid manifestation of India’s will to support and strengthen our young organisation, I
wounld particularly like to acknowledge the co-operation and asgistance of the Ministry of
Enﬁtl;lznlnmnt and Forestry of India with BACFEP v general, and specifically in arranging this
meeting, - : C .

1t Is also my duty fo record on behalf of BACEP Secretariat, deep appreclation
of the presence here of the Distinguished representatives of Member Countrieg,  particularly
the prezence of Hon. Ministers, which is not only a source of great inspiration to us, but
“also symbolises the priority we all accord to the wvalue of this sub-regional environmental
programme, We are very thankful to all the distinguished Minlsters for participation in the
Meeting despite the demand of thelr other important duties.

Using this opportunity, I would llke to acknowledge the role of TN system
and other International Qrganisations, and particularly UNEF and UNDP for = their valuable
contribution and support to the activities-of SACEP. The co-operation snd assistance of
UNEP, particularly itz Reglonal Office for Asla and the -Pacific has beenn very significant to
SACEP for mounting its programmes and projects. S o

Mr. Prime Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to conchinle, by wishing
this Third Meeting of the Governing Council every suctess and hope that the Co-operative
effort which has bheen initiated through SACEP by its member governments would result in
the preservation and conservation of the Enviromment in our regioh for the mutual benefit

Thank you
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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT rmmnm
GOVERNING COUNCIL ~— TBIRD MEETING

12TH & 13TH JANUARY 1M7

NEW DELHI, INDIA.

AGENDA

1. Opening of the Mee.ﬁﬁg

2. a) Amendment ta Article 4 [c} Artlcles m' Assuciatinn of 3ACEP
b) Election -of nmce Bemrs -

3. Adaptiun of Agenda and Drgmisatlun -of Wurk
4, 'St.a.taments by Heads ot Memher Gnuntr:,r Delegations

5. Btatements by United Natmns Agencies,
Intemaﬂon&l,fﬁegiona! Drganisat‘lnns & Ald meortia
i INSTITUTIDNAL MATTERS

a} SACEP Secretariat .

b) Subject Area Foca) Foints

¢) Vienna Liaison Office

ﬂ}-Int.ernaﬁonal Co-operation

=1
r

_ PRUGRAM&[E MATTERS

" a} Review of Priority ngrammes and Projeuts
" undertaken by SACEP - (Director's Report)

- b} Review of Activities of Subject Arvea’ Focal
Points - Report by Member Countrles = -

¢). Approval of Projects Prnposed by the SACEP
| Vienna Liajzon OfMi¢e” '

8. FINANCIAL Mﬁ'I"’I‘ERS _ ;
2) Financial Puslt.iun ur SACEP
b} EstabiHzhment of Trust Fund

9. Any Other Matters
1. Adoption of Report

11, Closure of Meeting
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| _ _ _ ANNEX ViII
STATEMENT BY THE HEAD OF THE AFGHANISTAN DELEGATION ' '
HONOURABLE DR. ABDUL GHAFAR LAKANWAL,

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE & LAND REFORMS

DEMOCRATIC REFPUBLIC F AFGHRANISTAN

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It gives e great pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to extend to you, on benalf of the Afghan Delegation,
our heartiest congratulations upon your election to chair this important meeting of the Third
Governing Council of SACEP. We are confldent that with your able guidance and active
participation. of the distingulshed delegates, the deliberntions of this megting wili be success-
ful. T also thank the Government of India for the kind hospitality and courtesies extended
to us, - : : '

The efforts made by the Director and other. members of the SACEP Staif to arrange this
meeting in  un excellent manner, are commendable and I thank them all, | would like to extend
my particular thanks to His Excellency Mr. Shah Moazzem Hussain, Minister of - Local
Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives of the Government of Bangladesh, of the

valua'i;ille and successtul efforts made by him as the Second Chairman of SACEP Governing
Council. ' .

Mr. Chajrman, the Stockhelm Conference held in 1972 created an awareness and
undersianding of the human -environment and its problems by the international community.
As @ result of this confeérence, many countries have adop environmental leglsiations and
measures for the protection of the envitonment., The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan
recognises the increased threat to the environment and the hecessity for effective manage-
ment. Afghanistan a3z 2 member of SACEP, i5 interested !n the goals, oblectives and
programmes adopted in  the documents of the First and Second Governing Council,

MR. CHAIRMAN, the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan has predominantly an agrarian
econgmy with agriculture constituting the major economic resources, contributing more than
609 to the gross domestic product (GDP) and more than 504 to expait. .
Forests occiupy an area of 1.9 million hectares located in meuntainous areas of eastern south-
eastern- und north-eastern part of the country. The frult bearing natural forest tree species
such as pistachio .(pisia) oceupy an estimrmted area of 450,000 hectares and located 1in the
porth and north-western part of the country. However, these forests are under heavy pres-
gure of uns¢ientific exploitation which is eansing serious harm to the future of the country.

The rehabilitation of these forests urgently ealls for long term investments. The Government
has a modest programme of development of popular and fast growing species. In order to be
able to meet the increasing demand of forest products, the existing programime needs
substantial expansions for which the technical and financial assistance as well as transfer
of Tequisite technology from SACEP and other International organisations will be very helpful,

Aceording to the decision of the First Governing Council of SACEP, 1983 has beep designated
a5 the Year of Trees for Asia anhd the Pacific. The CGovernment of Afghanistan has specially
sought assistanees of SACEP in the formulatlon of projects an_d Programmes as under.

{a) Rzizing large scale plantations of popular and other fast growing species

(b} Estabiishment of audio visual facilities to create awareness, enthusissm andg co-gpera-
: tion between the people and the Forestry Department- in ‘promeoting populsr and - fast
‘Erowing species, and _ . . o . . e

{¢) Developing ré&umte tfaihfng pimgramme and__fa.('-,il_ities- for- forestry personnel .ﬁnd :tﬁe
pecple involved in popular and fast growing species cultivation,
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Besides formulating the project as above, financial, technical and assistance by way of
matertals, from SACEP arngt other interngtional crganisations, would also be needed for imple-
menting the project, programme and activities. - . - EETRETRI

Your Exceilencies, according te the resolution of the 88th Session of the FAQ, the year 1085
had been declared as Internatlonal Year of the Forest. To implement this decislon, the DRA
has passed a resolution, the special features of which are: o : : .

Improvement of the current programme for better management to raise forestry, species
seedings, to fulfll the jncreasing demand of the public.

Rehabilitation of forests, impleméntatlnn of voluntary programme of planting trees, and
involvement of all coneerned in the programune of forest resources. '

Protection and rational utilisation and alse intredquetion and Improvement of the pro-
- gramme of supply -and distribution of seedling to the peoplé to promote greenery,. '

Fur celebrating the Year ﬁf Trees in 1988, a programme of afforestation and re-afforesta-
tion has beet: launched and will be continued by planting the areas largely located in
. watersheds for. protection ol agricultural lands against erosion. o ' '

Vegetation and ecological mapping plays a vitdl role of designing, formulating and implemen-
ting the country’s future development and economic plang particularly in the Agriculture and
Forestry section. Democratic Republic of Afghanistan undertook this glgantic task as early as
1965. The objective is to prepare an ecologlea! and vegelation map 1/50000 scale.

This unigue project is In' an advanced stage of completion and s presently assisted by a
UNDP ‘Project. With the completion of this map, Afghanistan will possess basle information
on theé status of its natural resources, land classificatlon and plan future agriculture, forestry
anf pastire development programmes, - . o S

For the protection of: endangered species of wild fauna and flora, DRA, realising the import-
ance of such species, has declded to become a member of the Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. _

MR. CHATRMAN and Distihguished Delegates, the Government of DRA Is firm in carrying
out various activities to the betterment of the environment, A National Environment Commit-
tee i3  goliig to be sét up under the Chairmanship of the State Planning Committee with the
representatives of sectoral Ministries, Academy of Science and Habul Municipality for co-ordi-
nated approdach. The Government has taken up extensive programmes for lrrigatipn  and
waler réspurces section] flood - control measures such as those taken up on Helmand Valley
South Western reglon of Afghianistan, that can control the regime of the Helmand River and
stop its meandering faking vast areas under. its bed. It will reclaim about 50,000 hectares and
provide water for irrigation, o T S '

Water logﬁln-,g ‘measures taken up in this reglon will' solve the salinity problems but extensive
programmes and financial resources are needed.

Kabul, the capital of the cbu_,intty, pecause of the rapld gmwth of population and . lUmited
quantities of ground water, Is = facing the shortage of water supply. But for the implemeénta-
tien of certaln programmes of the Five Year Plan, under consideration, financial resources
are needed. L . _ ) .

Shortage of. elestricity -for heating and other domestic uses is putting Presgure on conven-
tonal .use of .firewood. - Qovernment has taken up exténsive programmes fn respect of
utilisation of solar and other forms of energy. Several projects have been aproved by the
Executlve Committee of the Council of Ministers of DRA. Some experimental stations have

been completed with the assistance of United Nations and put to operation
8



ME. CHAIRMAN, Distinguished Delegates, in such an august gathering, 1 would request your
Eind attention to one of the very important decislons taken in the Exraordinary Pienum of the
Central Committee of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghantstan eencerning the realisation
of the policy of National Reconcillation in the country, Following it, an extraordinary session
of the Revelutionary Council of DRA has been held supporting the decizion of Plenum sand
adopted a special declaration on National Reconciliation. The aim behind the peace programme
and policy of Natlonal Reconcillatlon is clear. We want the war to be stopped. In the course
of the last eight years, war has brought us grave sorrows, people are killed, the number of
widows increased and mothers deprived of their sons. :

Human wisdom and conscience command that an end must be put to war and firing of bullets,
We belleve If we can reach reconciliation, we do away with poverty, hunger and Ignorance,
and make the burning deserts fertile. '

MRE. CHAIRMAN, we feel thdl the decision that will be taken in this Third Governing Council

will be of tar reaching importance, for SACEF and for the conservation and preservation of
the environment in our region,

I once agaln thank you very much for your patient hearing,
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ANNEX IX
STATEMENT EY THE LEADER OF THE BANGLADESH DELEGATION
HONOURABLE SHAH MQOAZZEM HOSSAIN, MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CO-OPERATIVES
GOYERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Mr. Chairman,

1, on behalf of the delegation of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, would like to
congratulate you on your upanimous election as the Chairman of e 3rd Meseting of the
Governing Council of ~ the South Asla Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP).

i would also take this opportunity to congratulate Ambassador Humayun Khan of Pakistan
o0 his election as the Vice Chairman and the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Land
Reforms of Afghanistan His Excellency Dr. Abdw Ghafar Lakanwal as the Rapporteur.

1 wish to express our deepest gratitude to the Government of Indla for kindly hosting the
Third Governing Counci! Meeting of SACEP here in New Delhi and for the warn welcome and
hospitality accorded te us, May I also record our deep appreciation for the kind comments
that you, Mr. Chairman and other distinguished delegates have made ahout our contribution
during the Chalrmanship of Bangladesh.

1 would not dwell on the concepinal framework of SACFP as it has already been excellently nar-
ratad this morning In the inaugural address of His Excellency Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minis-
ter of India and I would only Hke to say that the key concept of socio-economic and ecologieal
Interdependence emphasized in  his speech is certainly beginning to find a speelal place in
this reglon. May I suggest Mr, Chairman, that the statement of Prime Minister Shri Rajiv
Gandhi be included as a part of the eonference document.

Mr. Chairman,

We, the members of the SACEP, share many issues responsible for environmental problems,
All of us belong to the developlng world. This region has the largest concentration of world's
population with the vast majority of them lving in a state of dire poverty. The situation has
had a very important Implication for the environment. The combination of adverse effects
of development, over population and poverty have resulted in heavy pressure on land, uncon-
trolled urbanigation and over-use of natural resources. This in turn has led to soil erosion,
deserfification and air, soll and water poliution. These ills are posing a serlous threat to
lives of our people. Our efforts during the last 1ew decades have peen increasingly directed
toward the achlevement of the goal of development. Our population increased but the rate of
food production and economic growth could not keep up with 1t. Developiment strategies
continued to concenirate on quantitative growth without integration of enhvironment into
development activitles, It is now a recognised fact that preservation of environment and
soclo-economic developrient must go hand in hand.

Mr. Chairman,

Proper care and prudent management of our environment are the only answers to these
problems. Individual national efforts need to be complemented by the collectlve endeavours
of the countiries of this region to combat the menace in order to achleve quality environment.
An environmental problem which econfronts a particular country will invariably affect the
others in the reglon at some stage,

Mr., Chairman,

The establishment of SACEP has been a positive step forward In bringing together the coun-
trles of South Asia to jointly ecombat environmental challenges. A promising beginning has
already been made in developing comprehensive envirgnmental %mgrammes and projects. Itls
heartening to note that, as a result of %ACEP"E initlative, there has developed increased con-
sclousness about the serlousness of environmental problems for undertaking remedial measures.
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Mr. Chalrman,

In Bangladesh, the past few years have witnessed a growing awareness of the following
dangers that enamated from the following factors:—

i) Threat to the terrestrial eco system due to the growing population which 18 now about
103 mﬂgfﬁl In an ares of 55598 59. miles with a dengity of more than 1700 persons per
suare e,

1) Deforestation, seil erosion, extinction of vegetative cover, water-logging, salinity, des-
truction of gpecles and eonszequent extinciion have threatened the terrestrial eco-system.

iil) Disturbance of ecologleal balance due to food and other natural calamities which are
often g regular phenomena in Bangladesh.

¥} Pollution of alr, s0i1] and water by vehicles and industrtes, uge of fertilizer and untreated
domestle and industrial svaste,

v] Contamination of sea and coastal water and destruction of mangrove, coral and island
ecosystemn by numerouns eontaminated rivers.

vi) Limitation in linking development programmes with the environmental requirements.
vii} Consumption of substantial part of our reesources in meeting enargy requirements,
vlii} Inadequacles of institutiona! infrastructures.

ix) Lack of Environmental Education and lack of promotion of publiec awareness.

Mr. Chairman,

-Qur efforts were first directed fowards lessening of population pressure. The present growth
rate of 2.3% has been targeted to attain 18w by 1990 and, saccordingly, plans and
programmes have been uhdertaken,

We have also coneentrated on pollution control. The Government has already issued directives
for full conirol of industrial pollution within 3 years and the works are under way. The question
of the control of pollution in other areas such as cohirol of domestic sewage pumping and treat-
ment plants and control of solid waste has engaged attentlon of the Government. _

Bangladesh iz the focal point for conservation of mangroves, corsls and deltay and eoastal
areas. For island eco-systems, Bangladesh has been made the focal peoint in collaboration with
Maldives. We organized in co-operation with ESCAP/SACEP a reglonal symposium in Dhaka in
August 1983 oh “Environmental Management o: Mangrove, Corals and Island Erosystems”. The
Bymposium was In faet the Arst of its kind since the inception of SACEP. The Symposium
provided a forum for meaningful deliberations and dlseussion by partleipants from the
member countries. Speeifle recommendations including the establishment of a Reglonal Man-
grove Institute in Bangladesh were made, The recommendations were also discussed in
Bangkok in the ESCAF Ministerial Meeting on Environment in Asla and the Pacifle. We are
delighted that the recently concluded meeting of experts on the South Asian Seas unanimously
recommended SACEP as the Secretariat for the implementation of the South Aslan Seas
Action Plan. We are also gilad that SACEP has been assigned to implement 2 speciflc priority
projects — ‘Survey of Land Based Sources of Marine Pellution znd Formulation of Gulde Lines'
and 'Promotion of Environmental Education and Public Awareness.” We feel very happy that
the BACEP Secretariat has highlighted the recommendations of the S8ymposium In order to
undertake an Integrated Actlon Plan. Al we lack now is the Institutional Infrastructure to
handle the Bouth Aslan Sess Programme. It 1s our view that the sooner the Reglonal Man-
grove Institute in Bangladesh 15 established, the better. :

To ensure Infegration of environment into development, conservation of  natural Hving
resources, eco-development and pollution control, a draft legislation has already been framed
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to amend the existing legislation. For ecological uplift of Barind Tract — an arid area of
Bangladesh — Barind Integrated Area Development Project has been undertaken,

In accordance with the resolution of the 1st meeting of the Governlag Counci] relating to

the Declaration On The Year Of Trees for South Asia, 1988, we have prepared a compre-

lﬁﬁgﬂve“scheme and now walting for the consultant of SACEP to come for assisting in its
satlon.

Mr. Chairman,

As a developing country, we are determined to solve our existing environment problems, We
are also determined to make our future development programmes envirommentally viable.
But resource constraintz appear to be the most formidable handicap that continues to keep
our goal far away. Our delegation, therefore, hopes that SACEF would come forward for
arranging fund for the following:—

1) Supplementing the existing institutional infrastructure that can handle the existing
environmental problems in Bangladesh including the South Asian Seas Programme and
the Programme related to the Year of Trees.

2) Impsriting environmental education and promotion of public awareness.
1) Exploration of energy-saving-techniques and implementation of related projects.
4) Combating of air, soll and water pollution.

Mr., Chalrman,

The importance of pellution free environment in our life is now globally recognised. It is
human action that 1s mainly responsible for its Impatrment and by the same human action
alone it can be righted.

The fact underlines the close relatlonship between environment and our activities. This s a
challenging task specially for the developing countries and ealls for relentless co-operative
and collaborative efforts. It could be sald beyond any rezzonable doubt that the co-operative
programme formulated only a few years ago has made appreciable strides in helping the SACEP-
countries to move forward during this short span of its existence, Ban ladesh relterates its
support to SACEP In its programmes and actlvities and glves assurance of pogitive co-operation
within the framework and mandate of SACEP.

Excellencies, Distingulshed Delegates, Ladles and Gentlemen, may I once agaln sineerely thank
the Government of Indis for the warm hospitality extended te uze and the excellent arrange-
ments made for the meeting.

Thank you all.



ANNEX X

STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF. BHUTANESE DELEGATION'

Mr. Chairman,
At the outset, I would like to vongtatulate you on behall of the Bhutanese delegation and on
my own behal! on.your unanimous election as Chairman of this lmportant meeting. I would

: YU . g,
also like to congratulate the Vice-Chalrman and the Rapporteur on, . their election o their
respectlive. positlons, We ar?rglonﬂdent that our deliberations will 1éad to fruitfil results under
your able and dynamic Chalirmanship. : _ e ; ! -

My delegation would like fo express our graiitude to His Exceliency Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi for ‘his inspitiog inaugural address which hay set- the correct tone: of this meeting.
prgg}:oae t.lﬁ.-.nt:me. text of His Bxcellency's address be included as a part of the flnal document
o 3 meeting.

I would ke to offer our sincere thaunks to the Government of India for the excellent arrange-
ments made for this meeting angd for the generous hospitality extended to us.

A3 we have mentioned In the past, I would like to relterate that the sublect of environment
has a vital bearing on the prospect of development and well-being of our present and future
generations. The inhabitants of our reglon, as in other parts of the world, are <cettainly
affected by the ecology and the surroundings in which they live. In many developing couniries,
ineluding our replon, rapid growth of population has aggravated environmental problems such
as sofl eroston, deforestation and desertification, leading to floods and other natural disasters
affecting miltlons of people annually. Man has contributed to this situatlon and it is only
he who should take correctlve steps to remedy such disasters.

Due to rapid industrial development and urbanisation, the total forest area has been reduced
considerably. Large jungle tracts are also annlhitated due to various irrigstion and develop-
" ment projects, It we go deep into these problems, the cause of all this i only one: increased
population making constant demand an environment for its livellhood. One of the best reme-
dies, to our belief, iz to control the growth of population.

In my country, Mr. Chalrinan, there is abundant forests which we not only conszerve but
alzso improve for the better quality of the life of our future generations kKeeping in view the
integral relations beiween the life of our people and the environment. Likewise, we are sure
that the objectives of other member countries also directed towards the same goal thal our
collective endeavour would contribute significantly to the management of environment for the
beneflt of the people of South Asia which has the largest concentration of the world’s
population. '

It has been unfortunate that the combination of over-population and poverty has resulted
heavy pressure on land, soll, water, wood, etc., and, therefore, it s obligatory for the member
countries to glve some thought on the maintenance of the environment for the hbenefit of
our people in general.

The Royal Government of Bhutan at present s giving committed itself high priority for the
preservation of its natural habitat and the quality of life of 1its people. Very stringent
regulations have hesh framed In the Aeld of mining. Besides other obligations, the mining
agency should take up afforestation programme ih and arcund the mining areas as soon As
mining operations have been completed. TUnder the Department of Forests we have created
more than 8,000 hectares of new plantation so far in the denuded and degraded forest arsas.
New plantation in varlous districts are carrled out every year. Bultable measures have heen
taken to protect our valuable forests from fres,

Environmental studles are Introduced in all schools in Bhutan as one of the regular subjects
Eith. a view to create awareness of the importanece of environment among the younger genera-
ons.
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Realising the damages done to the growth of wild seedling in the forests by the cattle, the
Government has started to earmark particular areazs and tractz of land near the villages to
use as pastures for the cattle, Ingasures,  we . helleve, 1 ubledly contribute
towards the development of for ‘thereby’ imprdfb the of ‘the environimert
for the beneflt of both our regicm and people

Mr. Chalrman, I aro delghtéd 40 be here attending this Third- Governing E'nnncu Heetlng of
BACEP: m@mmmmmmmumm signa:of progress and advanees
ment. . The Royal ®Covernmeht ¢ Bliifaf- reiterstes 18 suppoit to; BACEF's progrannnes
and projects and will be “happy ‘to co-opérate closely ﬂth uthm* memher muntriea -
realising Its objectives and aspimtions

Bedore I conciude, ‘xay L oiwee- dgaln ;sthoeraly” thaiak the Coveinment. mﬂh tnr t.ha
hospitality' extended {o0.ug and the excelleht arrangementa made for: tlnamaeﬂng. .

Thank yow. . .. -

Coatn et L L et U




STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE INDIAN. DELEGATION . e

The Government of India extenids 1{s best wishes . to Sounth .Asia Co-operative Environment

Programme and conveys.its greetings for the: new year to all the - member -countries. - The

aspirationa of SACEP have started taking concrete shape. The activitles of the past will get

&:ﬁher iﬁgmtua with the shared experiences of the experts from the member countries duging
meeting,

Environmenta.l consciousnm in India wa.s fo.sterad by our late Prime Mimmr, Shrnna.ti
Indira Gandhi Her key-note address to the Btockholm Conference on Humapn Environment .in
1642 has articulated the diemma of the developing world in harmonising development with
protection of environment. This environmental momentum bullt up hy her is further streng-
thened by our Prime Minister,. Shrl Rajly Gandhi. Many bold and tmportant de::iaiom have bean
taken on the zubject under his lea.dership duriug the last two years, -

A major achimrement has been the enaciment ¢f a landmasrk leg'lnlation — The. Envjromnent
(Protection) Act, 1386. This enactment covers comprehensively all aspects of environment
and provides for a gingle fncus for environmental 1ssues in the country. For the first time, the
citizen has been Xravlded with magower tg flle complainis to courts ag&.st any violatton of the
pmvlaluns ‘of the Act or rules thereunder. _

Operational linkage, with varlous Mlnistﬂesmepartments af the Gnr\rernment and vo]untary
agencies hag been further strengthened. Promotion of research and development forms an
Important area of activity on various subjects concerning the environment. e environment
impact asgessment of major projects 1s being done on scientiflc lines. Zoning and classification
of the major rivers, Inventorisation of polluting industries, launching of country wide
programmes for enforcement of national standards and formulation of ambient air guality
standards. are amofig the Important schievements In the fteld of pollution control, -Efforts
are o way. to prepare a4 comprehensive dlsaster mnnagernent plan to deal with accldents in
hazardous industries and operations. - . _

"The Ganga Action plan to clean the River Ganga at a cost ot rs, 2900 million .la ﬁnder
g{olgrﬁ,-'l‘his project will be a major land-mark in the area of Integrated pollution control
T . - ] . ] . . - ) ] .

The National Wasteland lﬁeveluj:ment Board constituted to afforest the wasielands for fiu-
filling the fuel and fodder needs of the growing population has started functioning,

The Government have esiablished a Natipnal Land Use and Wasteland : Development
Counecil under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister. A National Land Use Pollcy s evolved,
covering aspectz of sclentific irrigation, enhanced productivity, and afferestation to tackle
the problems of sallnity, water-logging and soil erosion. Specific areaz of action have been
identiled for protection of forests such as afforestation of wastelands, re-afforestation of
degraded forest lands, survey, restriction of grazing, encroachments, ban on  mono-culfure,
deiineation of right of tribalz and compensatory afforestation in case of diversion of forest-
lands for non-forest purposes. A special programme of copservation and afforestation in the
desert -areas is also under Implementation. Action on the preventlon angd contro]l of floods
findz an Important place in the agenda of action of our Qovernment.

Signﬂitant [+ has been made towards establishing a network of conservatlon areas for

ation as blosphere reserves. Through the computeﬂaed Environmental Information System
( 8) with distributed dats base centres, facilities have been created for systematic storage,
retrieval and dizsemitation of environmental information. ‘This ENVIS Centre has been
recoghised as regional centre for INFOTERRA of UNEP.

A masglve national environmental awareness campaign has recently heen launched to create
environmental awarenegs at all levels partienlarly am atuxlent.s teachers, women, pro-
fessionals, Government officials and elected repsentatives o eaple, Several actlvitles such
as seminars, training courses workshops for school treachersfstu en Puhuc meetings camps,
rallies, audio-vizual shuwsfﬁlm& advertizement campaigns, display of posters, dizssemination
and use of education kits, tree plant-atlon ete., are being organised throughout the count-
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r:,%. Ovér' 120 non-governmental organisations/voluntary agencles, research and educational
institutions, museums, citizens groups, professional assoclations, political and cultural organi-

sations supported by individual ervirohntental Hes are engaged-in these detivities, < -

At the instance of our Prime Minister, the National Education Policy recently enunciated, has
included ititegration of environmental consclousness in the entire educational process.: Con-
sjderi:.hle emphasis is being laid on both formal and non-formal -edueation’ among several
target groups. SR S L : :

The Natlonal Poley of the bo-gas development is & programme which, in addition to con-
serviig fuel wood, has positive impact on.environment. In additlon to -using animal dung,
émphasis 13- niow being giveri on use of human night soll as input for generating blo-gas Tor
Hghting and cooking purposes, Utilisihg urban  waste for ganeration of “power is - another
yrogramine of the Govérnment Behemes of power generation frém other sources such as solat
énergy, thermal energy, bio-gas, agricultural - residues =nd use ot photo voltaics for lighting
purposes and for meeting local énergy rieeds ol the rural people are also taken up. This will
lead to reduction in the demand of the fuel wood. A natlonal project on Improved stoves In
the rural areas is also under succeseful implementation. -~ . - _ T

it will be unfair ta expect the developing countries to divert their scarce resources Tor tackiing
environmenthl issues which transcend nattonal frontiers. Develpped countries are largely res-
ponsible for affecting globa! environment through phenomenal iridustrialisation. They should,
therefore, earmark. a poriion of their profits frormm high industrialization in the form of
addittonality of aid resources for the developing céuntrles to finalice environmental program-
mes; The responsibility and the attitude of the multl-natfonal companiés should be the same
in the developing countries as in, the developed. countries. L

Alr, water, land and. Hfe, form an inter-locking system on a global level. The elimate, shaping
the ‘fertility of earth, is governed -by both atmosphere and- oceans which are frans-national
in character. -India is actively participating In the world-wide research ‘and action program-
mes in atmosphere and in the oceans by co-operating In  seversl programimies - sponkored by
United Nations Organisations as well as by SACEP.

In this massive effort’ of environmental protectiof, my country looks forward to attempls of
SACEP to bring together countries of this region to work towards solutions. My Government
extends its good wishes to SACEP and its member countries in their efforts for saving this
planet from environmentaf degradation. - S S a

X ‘Thank you. - . -



ANNEX XII

STATEMENT OF THBE LEADER OF THE IRANIAN DELEGATION
H.E DR HADI MANAFI MLD., ASSISTANT PEIME MINISTER AND
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT

ISLAMIC REFUBLIC OF TRAN

Dear Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencles, Diatingulshed Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would ke to express my congratulations on your election as Chairman and to appreciate
tor hosting this Important meer in this at country and for the importance tgiven by
hE Mr Rajlv Ganghi, the Prime e O mﬂl%ewhu verfv kindly inaugurated this meet-
ing today morning. The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran will present their country's
report on present situation and different felds of environment, the ous Qungo [HOgTrat -
mes, present problems, and gzrogress 50 far achieved in this regard. It i5 necessary mention
here that our report may differ from other reports mainty hecause of extraordinary situation
taced by us. I would lHke to thank you in advance for your attehtlon.

First of all, in reference to Article I of the Articles of Assoclation of SACEP, I wish to
emphasise on the nature of environmental problems In developlng countries. As you know,
main factors of these probletns are more socio-ecofiomic rather tnan technieal, It stems from
Oppressor-gppressed economic relatinnshllg somehow  imposed upon dﬂeﬂ%ﬂntﬂes [4)
impeﬁa]ist:lc powers. Such domingnt rela ionship eglves rize to environmental de ration an
pouution.

It reguires some changes I economic relation with ImFerlalistic governments ahd at the same
time Improvement of relatlons amnong the Third World Countries in order o ease the present
situation. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as a revolutlonary Government, has taken many
ﬁeﬁ_}‘lél this direction from the very beginning of the establishment of the Islamic Republic

As you might be aware, Iran has an area of 1,648,000 square  killometers; with different
climates and about 48 million population,

I don't pmgaﬁe o review the environmental sifuation in Iran in the distant past but a
survey of the last decade would seem to be guite in order. The environment situstion in Iran
could not but deteriorate in the riog before the Islamic Revolutlon because of the
depenidence of the overthrown raﬁe of the Bhah on . the imperialist powers In  the social
and political but also econciic sphere. The relationship of that reglme with these powers
was 0f the oppressed-oppressor type. This suh;ect-ed our traditional economy and our soclal
and cultural titutlons to a violent and eniorced change. The senseless aplng of Western
economic patterns caused new and acule environmental problems to emerge and these were
compounded still further by the irrational and mono-dimensional exploitatfon of our natural
resources, besides forcing peasant exodus to the cities and thelr chaotie growth. And, though
the environment problem had assumed such a great enormity, the Shah regime's polley of
supservience to the West provided the De ment of Environment nhelther with the authority
nor the resources to deal even with a fraction of thizs mega problem,

Fo]lomnﬁ the victory of the Islamic Revolution and establishment of Islamic Republic of
Iran in 1878, the new State Constitution contains Article 50 which deal with this significant
Izsue, the text of which iz reprodiced below:

“I Yslamie ublie, conservation of the environment in which the present and future
generation wilt live a social life bound to develop, i1z considered a public duty. Henee, an
economic and non-economic activily which might pollute the environment or destroy it
an irreversible manner iz prohdbited.”

As a turning point in our attitudes towards the environment, which are based on high
teachings of Islam, the Department of Environment was glven necessary anthority,

The Department of Envirotiment has sinee thenl underiaken many to fulfll its
mission for orotection and envichment of the environment in Iran. But, & war was Imposed
upon the Islamic Republie of Iran shortly after the victory of the revolution and since then
it has cansed extensive economie, social and environmental damages. In this respect, the
Department, of Environment has to confront with a very complex situation. New environmental
problems arose due to rulning of citles, devastation of natural resources, demolitlon of



Industrial and agriculiural infrastructures, destruction of social services infrastructures, over-
CTOwW of citles and resettlement of 3 milllon war refugees, ete., and, theretore, & much
greater k was pul betore the Department.

In spite of existing constraints, which are the direct results of such a long and widespread
war, the Department of Environment has implemented all its projects in accordance with the
Envircnmen FProtection and Enhancement law and other by-laws. In addition to our eurrent
activities to control and monltor the environmental condition In Iran, we have ndermen-
tioned research and development programmes:

1. Programme on preparation of criterla and standards for water and soll pollutant scurces:

1.1 Project on studying self-purification ability of rivers,
1.2 Project on treatment of industrial wastewater,
1.3 Project on rehabilitatipn of Parishan Lake.

2. Programme on preparation of Emisslon standards for alr pollutant sources;

2.1 Project on studying of air poliutant induwstries, qualitatively and quantitatively.
2.2 Prolect on study of carbon monoxide density from motor vehicles,
2.3 Project on Studying of 502 density in Teheran.

3. Environmental impsaet assessment programme:
3.1 Project on study of urban environment in Teheran {Green space prolect).
3.2 Project on carrying capacity of the Environment in 9 provinces of the country.
3.3 Study oo use of weapons and explosives and their impacts on the ebvironment in
connestion with imposed war.
4. Programme on equipping and unse of National Parks.
4.1 Project on equipping and use of QGolestan National Park.
4.2 Project on equipping and use of Urmieh Lake Natlonal Park,
43 Project on equipping and use of Bamoo National Park.
4.4 Project on equipping and use of Tandooreh National Park.
45 Project on establishment of Natural Park.
4.6 Project on preparation of Master Plan for Kholir 2and Sorkh-e-Hesar Natlona! Parks
. near Teheran,
5. Programmme on wildlife specles research:
5.1 Project on Persian fallow deer inh Dasht-e-Naz National Park,
52 Project on Persian fallow deer In Urmieh Lake National Park,

8. Programme on inland water fisheries:

8.1 Project on studying sea turtles in Perelan Gulf coasts and istands.
82 Project on studying croeodile in Sarbaz river and possibillty of itz propagation.
83 Prolect on limnological study of the lakes and reservolrs.

7. Public AWAr&ness programne:

7.1 Prolect on publication and dissemination of environmental subjects.
7.2 Audie-Visual Project.

All of these programmes and related prolecis have been initiated since mid 1983 as a part of
First 5-yvear econotnde, soeial and cultural development plao of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and they will be completed in mid 1983, .

Mr. Chairman,

Now, I wish to state about one of our most important re%ignal activities as a Member State
of the Reglonal Organisation for Protection os Marine vironment (ROPME} in Persian
Gulf. As you are IEr{:-l:-a.l:-l aware, this organlsation was egtablished in 1379 on the basis of the
kinal Act of the Kuwalt jonal Conference oc Plenipotentiaries on the protection and deve-
lopment of the marine enyironment and the coastal areas; Action Plan for the protection and
development of marine environment and the coastal areas of Bahraln, Iran . EKuwalt,
Omah, Qatar, Saudi Arabla and the United Arab Emirates; Kuwalt Reglonal Convention for
co-operation on the protection of the marine environment from pollukion; and Protocol con-
CEITL EI reglional co-operation in combating poliution by oil and other harmful substances in
cases ol emergency.
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The Department of Environment, as the focal point of afore-mentioned organisation in Iran,
hag undertaken implementation and co-ordihation of various national and regicnal projects
in Persian Gulf in this regard, some of these projects and activities are mentiohed below:

1. Land based sources of pollution,
2. Reception facilities.

3. CI?TPating pollution resulting from exploration and expleitation of the continental
shelf.

4. BStudies on cceanography, oil and non-oil pollutants.
5. Environmental awareness activities.

In connection with the problem of pollution ih the Persian Chilf due to %grsist-ent attacks on
iranian offshore oil well: and oll tankers, it should be noted that this waterway is constdered
a “Special Area” by MARPOL and i1z one of the important “Reglonal Seas” in the UNEP activi-~
ties, where the most rigid pollution controls must be enforced. The catastrophic oil pollution
has caunsed the death of many duﬁungs, dolphins, fish, sharks, ses snakes, marine turtles
walerfowls, uatic plants and other marine lirte. I must add that recently we have received
the reporis of catching masses of coneclidated oll in fishing nets. Considering the fact that
the Persian Gulf i1s one of the most fragile and vulherable eco-systemz In the world and
recognising that this sensitive area should at all time stay safe from marine pollution, my
delegation believe that the causzes of this tragic poliution should be brought to an end. Thus,
we request the Governing Councll to find an appropriate avenue for ing attacks on oil
tankers in the Perslan Gulf and strongly condemn such attacks.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Genilemen,

Furthermore, I wish to point out the adverse environmental effects of the use of chemifcal
weaponshswhich my delegation conzlder as one of the most significant eme g environ-
mental 1es, The current debate on the adverse effect of industrial chemic reflects the
extent and Importance of such eifects on envionment. kIt should be noted that those substances
are not necessarily desighed to disrupt the environment, whereas lethal chemical weapons
have beEn specifically designed to cause human death and disruption of his surrounding envi-
TONIMET

‘Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

In the last part of my address, I wish to lay stress on our dutles and re:&g;:mibllities in the
face ot above-mentioned acts which have culminated in severe ecnlogical dig-equilibrium and
environmentsal degradation in the reglon, and atiract your atiention to the jrreversihle con-
ssquences,

As you are well aware, ecologically such environmental destructions are not confined to
geographical borders but the detrimental effects go far beyond them and threaten the whole
TER10I1.

I belleve that all envirchmentally consclous bodies are responsible for any inhuman action
which damages the environment jrreparably. These bodies have the duty to condemn such
irrational acts without taking into account any political considerations.” The environmental
mottos and slogans are not sufficient and some agjpmpriate MEeABUres &re hecessary to
prevent the continuation and repetition of such felontous acts.

Mr. Chalrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

You are aware that the uge of chemical weaans against Iranian solidarity and citizens was
condemned by several international organisations, including UN and UNEFP.

Mr. President, Distinguilshed Delegates,

The above mentioned Information which were addressed to you, was a briefl report of environ-
ment situation in Iran and current activities of Department of Environment relating to exist-
ing difficulties and constraints. We are endeavouring to implement all of our programines
and projects on different environmental subjects in order to pinpoint factors of environmen-
tal problems and phenomena and to adopt appropriate measures for mitigating them and at
the same time to enrich our environiment. We hope that after termination of the war, we would
be able to make the best use of our resources on this Important job.

Fir;ﬂ'l}r 1 request from the sight of Exalted God the success of SACEP In attalning to its sacred
g0
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ANNEX XIII

STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE FPARISTAN DELEGATION
H. E. BR. M. HUMAYUN KHAN, AMBASSADOR FOR ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
PAKISTAN IN INDIA.

Mr. Chalrman and Distinguished Delegates,

May I Join other delegatigns in congratulating you, Mr. Chairman, on vour assumption of the
Chalrmanship of the Third Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment Prog-
ramme, I am sure that vnder your able gnidance we whil suecessfully carry out our deliberations.
L assure you of the fullest co-operation ot my delegation in the discharge of your responsibilities.
We fully etidorse your remarks, Mr. Chalrman, in which Eﬁ?u expreszed appreciation of the work
date by the out-going Chatrman, H E, S8hah Moazzam Hussain, Our thanks go to hin and to his
Government, Our thanks algo eo to the Government of Indla for the excellent arrangermnents
made for this Conference anhd the hospitality extended to us,

The inspiring address by the Prime Ministzr of India H. E. Shrl Rallv Gandhi, at the inaugural
session thiz morning has aptly set the tone for our delberatlons. My delegation has taken
eareful note of the very pertinent remarks made by the Prime Minister of India and we belleve
that his speech can serve &s & basic guideline for our work. .

Mr. Chalrman,

Pakistan like its fellow-members attaches great Importanee to the protection and preservation
of the envirornment both at the national and Internationsl levels. In this context a number of
areas could be identifled where co-operative efforts at the reglonal level of BACEP counttles
coild bring about meaningful improvement In the environment of the reglon.

In several countries of our reglon the land under agriculture is deterlorating due to Inappropriate
soll ang water management. Loss of ton sofl through erosion 1s the most wide-soread form ot
degradation. Other serlous problems include water-logging, salinity and compaction, All these
adversely affect produetivity and jesvardlze long range sustalnability. We therefore, require
cencerted efforts at national and rezional levels to cheek the eroslon and deterloration of solls

throuzh develobment of environmentally sonhd agricultural technologles and volicies. Abopther
area where SACEP can play a vital role relates to the protectlon of forests, It is well-known that
the forest areas ln the develoning countries have declined substantially during thiz century.
Currently the shrinkage is estimated at about 10 to 11 mitllon hectare per year. The loss of Tarest
cover is an extremely gerlons problem with immediite ang long-term soclo-economic and ecolo-
gleal consequences, We, theretore. reguire well concelved regicnal co-operative planning almed
at the containment of de-forestation in the region. SACEP ezn alse play an important role in the
eonservation apd ausmentation of food supplies tor the teeming milllons of our reglon. Tt could
do so by, Interalia, developing a reglongl plan of artion to contain pollution of the seas which
¥3 harmful to human health or marine life. Yet another area for BACEP's attention could be the
criminal dumping of dangerous pesticidez and chemicale in the Third World countries. :

Mr. Chalrman,

In most of the reglonal countries, while fossil fuels are fast depleting, the demands for energy
are rapidly inereasing. In some countries even the hydroeleciric generatlon capaclty has been
fully exploited. It is, therefore, imperative to make all out efforts for the development of new
and renewable sources of endérgy. We alsp need to evolve through co-operative efforts, natlonal
strategles for the congervation of biologieal diversity. '

Mr. Chairman,

Since we have a rather elaborate agenda before us and a3 we o not-have much time in which
to finish our work, T would like to avall of this opportunity to offer brief comments on some of
the items on our agenda. _ ' - :
The Pakistan Forest Institute situated at Peshawar i the focsl point for the subject area  of
“ponservation of montane eco-systems and water sheds.” The foeal pont 1s taking hecessary
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stepg to improve the situation in its area of responsibility, withih the resources available. My
delegation intends to circulate a defalled report from the Pakistan focal point, which we hope
would put the distinguished delegates fully in the plcture, regarding its activities.

Mr. Chairman,_

The second Governlng Coutiell meeting, held at Dhaka, had agreed ta establish a SACEP Lizison
Office in Vienna and had aporoved the modalitl =5 of 1t3 operation, It is the view of my delegation
that a clearer enunciation of the aims, objectives, functions, and mandate of the Lialson Office
is needed. However, this should be done within the parameters set by the Governing Council at
its last meeilng. Pakistan had made some suggestions regarding the by laws of the Liaizon Office.
Since these have been clreulated by the Secretariat, I need not go into them, I hope cur propo-
sals will recelve the conslderation of the member countries,

Mr. Chalrman,

The Government of Fakistan acknowledges with appreciation the efforts made by the SACEP
Secretariat to strengthen eo-operatlon with international bodies for achieving our common
oblectives. In this regard I would ke to particularly mention the valuable asslstance and co-
operation recelved from the United Naticns Environ nent Programme and the Unlted Nations
Development Programme. We hope that thiz co-operation will continue to grow. We are grateful
tor the gesture: made by the FAQ and UNIDO towards our organisation and endorse the efforts
to estabilsh similar co-operative relations with other multilateral bodies.

Ar. Chairman,

Pakistan had envinced interest in two of the 12 projects identified by the Secretariat some time
back. Tnese two projects are (i) Demonstration Plant for the Manufacture of Feed Blocks for
Azri-ultural Residues: and (ii} Co-ordinate Environmental Edueation Programme (CEEF). With
rezard to the first vroiect a reguest has already heen made to the Secretarlat to arrange the
visit of an expert on feed science and technology to Paklstan to prepare a feaslbility report of
the project. As for the second project it was launched by Fakistan In December, 1985 at a cost
of more than 6.5 tnillion Pak, Rupees. The project 1s to  be completed In three years. Of the
‘total cost, Pakistan has provided about 3.9 millicn Rugees and the rest, we hope, wiil be contri-
buted by SACEP In the form of experts, equip'neat, teaching material, ete. The Pakistan Govern-
ment hopes that the neressary arrangement= for providing the inputs required by it would he

completed by the Secretariat in the near future.

Mr. Chalrman,

My Govermment reslises the imoportant role that an effielent Planning and Monitoring Cell in
the SACEP Secretariat could play in strengthening the activities of the Becretarlat. Such a Cell
eould, in eollaboration with the foca) points, propose and plan programmes and proiests, In &
manner which enab’es the Secretariat to look for resources well ahead of time and thus ensure

eifective implementation.

Mr. Chairman,

As alveady stated bv me, my delegation intends to circulate the report of the Pakiztan Forest
Institute, the Pakistan National Foeal Point, in the Area of “Conservalion of Montane Fco-
Systemns-and Watershed.” I may, however, mertion that the foeal point has been rendering
assistance ln & number of ways to the member countrles in its area of concern. For instance, it
has provided the services of its officers to the FAO reglonal project on Himalavas Pasture and
Fodder Research Network, based in Kathmandu., Within the country, the Pakistan Forest Insti-
tute, 15 co-ordinating the work of six other institutions emraged in acriculture, animal hushan-
dry, forestry and pasture development In the Himalayas for the FAO reglonal project just
mentioned by me. A Director of the Pakistani Institute was deputed for consuilancy services for
the development and management of a farm in :Jepal. The Institute had offered shx placements
t0 Srl Lanka In i1ts water shed management programme. Uniortunately, only one seat could be
utilised by the Sri Lanka government. The Pakistan Forest Institute iz prepared to provide
additional services to the member countries, especizlly In the areas of

{1} In-depth speclalisation courses from fechnician level up to professional level,
i1



{il} Short courses in various aspects of watershed management,

(lil) Advisory services for setting up research and training Institutions and wrlting re-
ports on different aspects of walershed management and supervision and advice
on research in related fields.

Mr. Chalrman,

After the July 1984 experts’ mlsgion and the study on energy in South Asia, the Vienna Ldalson
Office had prepared a list of projects tor the consideration of the SACEP members. Out of these
projects the one entitled “New Aspects of Wildidfe” appears qulte useful. My government would,
therefore, Uke to be included among the countries where Austrlap exvertise may be utillsed in
tnls field. We would anpreciate if funding for the project Is arranged by SACEFP.

During the visit of the experts' mission, just mentioned by me, Paklstan had ldentlfied some
projects where it would welcome financlal assistance. These were.—

{1y Management of high altitude pasture land.

{i1} Modern methods of management of national parks with plans to preserve wildlife
eco-gystems.

(11i) Training at technlcal leve]

ily) Deslgning, architectural planning and landscaping for zoos ahd botanieal gardens.

My delegation would appreciate It If these projects could alse be included in the list of Vienna
Liaizon Office Projects.

Mr. Chalrman,

The establishment of a Trust Fund had been discussed at the last meeting of the Governing
Council. In the view of my delegation the Fund was emntml;é.gerceived as a mechanism for
attracting extra reglonal resources. My gnvernment has no objection to the establishment of the
Trust provided it does not involve extra financial commitments on the part of the member coun-

tries.

Mr. Chalrman,

May I r.'unclul:lé, Mr. Chairman_by reaffirming the commitment of my Government to the oblec-
?t:rc?sse nfb?ﬁCEPﬂ and gur resolve to contribute our full share to the efforts necessary for achieving
oDjEeCRIvES,

Thank you.



ANNEX. XIV

STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE SRI LANEKA DELEGATION

HONOURABLE GAMANI JAYASURIYA, MINISTEE OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND RESEARCH AND MINISTER OF FOOD, REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

Mr. Chalrman, Distinguished Delegates,

I consider it an honour and a privilege to have had the opportunity of leading the Srl Lanka
delegation to this third meeting of the Governing Councll of the South Asis Co-vperative
Environment Programme which is being held in New Delhi,

At the outset, let me, express my deep appreclation to the Government of Indla, for the very
warm and cordial welcome and the generpus hospitallty extended to me and the members
of my delegation. Let me also offer my congratulations to the Leader of the Indian delega-
tlon on his election as Chairman of thizs meeting. :

These Governing Council Meetings provide us an opporiunity to discuss some of the environ-
mental concerns which are of lmportance to all of us in this region. All of us are aware of
the manner in which we came together in 1981 in Colombo; the achlevements since then, and
alsc the trials and tribulations which this infant organisation has taced. Nevertheless, we
stand committed to strive for the achievement of a better life, built on a solid foundation with
sustaingble growith as our end objective.

Mr. Chalrman, Distineulshed Delegates, ever gsince the 1972 United Nations Conference on the
Environment in Stockholm, countries around the world have been awakened to the fact that
mis-directed pelicles and mis-managed development programmes could bring to nought the
plous hopes and aspirations of governments. Our minds kEeep golng hack to that eventful
meeting. BEach year on different oceasions, on different platforms, we resolve dillgently to
charter a course, which jn the long run should assist in consclldating the investment of deve-
lopment on a sustainable basis. The rosgd ahead it tough and movement is slow. TIndoubtedly
the congtralnts are many. Yet I teel confldent that through our co operative effort we will be
able to overcome these obstacles and. achieve success,

Distinguished Delegates, let me briefly quote from that meeting in Stockholm,

“A point has been reached in history when we must shape our actiens throughout the
world with a more prudent care for thelr environmental consequenses. Through igho-
rance or Indifference we can do massive and Irreversible harm to the earthy environ-
ment on which our life and well-being depend. Conversely through fuller knowledge
and wiser action we can achieve for gurselves, and our posterity a better life in an envl-
ronment more In keeping with human needs and hopes”

We, a8 poor Third World countries, dependent so much on the dictates of powerful international
lobbles are fighting with our backs to the wall te rise Irom the economic deldrums we have
got 1lnto. Even though we deslre to ensure sustalnable development, we often times lack the
capital, technical expertlse and the managerizl skills. Thus we have been ¢aught up ln a
dilemma on how to expedite development In order to bring about a better tomorrow for
the vast majority of our people. At the same time we have to find ways and mesns of
preventing catastrophies llke degradation of the thin veneer of top sofl, diminishing forest
reserves, depletion of the wealth of the ocean and combating alr and water pollution.

Until the dawn of the 20th century man lived in harmony with nature. The pressures of
development and population growth on the environment began to make dents only in this
century. Many of the present day environmental preblems have been caused by the irra-
tlonal utilization of the non-renewakle natural resources. Industrial growth has in lts wake
brought about problems of pollution.
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Ideally we should strive to think of natural resources as a gavings account sccruing interest
which then sustains the aceount holder. Sadly, when we look around the world the real
situation apgf:rs far from the ideal. Distinguished Delegates, 1t 15 how becom more and
motre clear that the long term sustainability of development rests on how well the environ-
mental considerations have been integrated into the development process. The fact that
development and conservation are two sides of the same coin need not be over-emphsasised.

The rational utilization of natural resources for the greater good of the largest number =
inextricably lnked with population and environmental considerations. These inter-relation-
ships peed to be clearly understood if development is to deliver the goods on a long-term
basis. It 18 to drive this point home that this forum, shouid cal! upon mem-
ber governments to take a fresh look at their development programmes so that they
could bulld into the planning process, the all important paradigm of sustainability.

Mr. Chalrman, I need not at this stage delve into the recommendsations of the World Conser-
vatlon Strategy. Almost all our member countries, have been made aware of its potentialities
in achieving greater eficiencles in resource management. I do wish to commend the World
Conservation Strategy to all countries and to those who have yet to glve serlous thought to
formulating their own National Conversation Strategies. We in Srl Lanka are nearing the
completion of such a National Strategy. The many useful discussions, seminars and work-
shops that have been part of the preparation of the sirategy have given us an insight Into the
inter~related nature of natural resources development and has enabled us to perceive our

goals objectively.

An area for which Srl Lanka has been identiqed as a SACEP foral point is environmental
impact assessment. I am happy to state that we have made considerable headway in this
sublect area. Our Government has made Environmental Impact Assessment mandatory for all
development projects both publie and private. We have cconducted a nwmber of training
courses and evolved our own EIA procedures. In 1985, a training course held In Colombo, was
attended by participants from two SACEP countries, namely Nepal and Pakistan. In March
1987, we hope to hold a regional seminar in  collaboration with UNEP and SACEP on  the
same subject. We do hope that member countries would availl of this opportunity to have
some of their persounel exposed to the EIA problems that are common to the region.

It is gratifying to note that, consequent to the derizion to formulate a plan of action for the
environmental protection of the South Asian Seas, UNEP, in corporation with SACEF has
prepared & regional overview and a draff actlon plan. This plan has been reviewed and revised
at a recent meeting held in Bangkok. The objectives of this action plan are to protect
and manage the marine environment and related coastal eco-systems of the reglon. We are
happy that SACEP will be designated as the Secretariat for the South Asia Regional Seas

Programmine.

Another important area of work undertaken by SACEFP with UNDE assistance is the survey
of Environmental Legislation and Institutions In the S8ACEP Countrles, A Meeting to review
and synthesise the SACEP Country Studies will be held in New Delhl later in the week. I have
no doubt that the findings and recommendations contained in these studies would Jead fo
strengthening of the Legal and Institutional framework for Environmental Protection and

Management In our countries.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, our countries are blessed with g wide variety of natursal

resources and contain almost all the different types of eco-systems found in the world  These
range from snow-capped Himalayan mountains of Nepal o the tropical coral formatlons in the

Maldives. In hetween are the lusclous tropical rain forests, the deserts, the montane forests and
the mangrove forests, to mention just a few.

These natural systems are fast being replaced by a varlety of agricultural and ihdustrial
enterprises, many of which have been established without adequate consideration to the ecolo-
rical web on which, precaricusly hang the linkares between man and nature. For example the
tropical rain forests, which contaln some magniticient hardwoods are perilously close to being
exhausted. I the present rate of felling goes on these valuable specles would vanish from the face

of the earth within the next 50 years.
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Distiriguished Delegates, we should strive to preserve sizeable representative samples of ail these
unique eco-systems for posterity. These should be subjected to systematic study so
that their hidden treasures may ¥leld benefits to manpkind. We need to inventorize the wealth of
these assets and set in motion studies, like the Botanlesd Survey of India, for which we could
obtain assistance from our own regiomn,

While on the subject of mutual azsistance, I am a firm believer that co-operaiion amongst uz
will be very rewarding, and perbaps more appropriate, In that advisors will be in the advan-
tageous position of lopking at problems, having had rience of working in similar
environments. ‘Therefore, I earnestly request this meeting to examine, in defatl this
aspect of co-operation where one member benefits from the experiences, successes and fail-
ures of another. I also hope that exchange programumnes of sclentists will be pursued as this
will provide them with the experlence and confidence to grapple with problems at home.

As regards multilateral and bilateral assistance in support of the programmes and projects of
SACEP, a concerted effort should be made to solicit the fullest co-operation of all donor agen-
cies which are acceptable to our Countries. 8ri Lanka notes with satisfaction the assistance
ledged by the Government of Austria in the establishment of the SACEP Vienna Liaison Office.
e decision of the last Governing Councll to establish a sub-office of the SACEP Secretariat in
Vienna and the ratification of its modalities of operation angurs well for the future of SACEP.
We are looking forward to sirengthening and streamlining the institutional and -finaneial
linkages with the European donors through the SACEP window in Vienna. However, the moedali-
ties of operation that have been approved at the last Governing Council need further examina-
E?M tg%ve at 8 more workable relationship between the SACEP Secretariat and the Vienna
Iy ce,

Before concliding I would like to invite the attentlon of this meeting to the fact that we are now
in the International Year of Sheiter for the Homeless. This proposal 1s more important to us
in Sri Lanks, ag it was mooted at the United Nations General Assembly by our Prime Minister,

Shelter, which is one of the basic human needs 18 Intricately interwoven with good environ-
mental mansgement. The Internatlonal Year requires the active support and participation of all
“member Governments in the BACEP Region, as It is a programme aimed at improving a Tunda-
mental requirement of the people — a reQIMrement which 15 complementary to what we are
attempting to achleve through sustainable development. As human settlements and environ-
ment are closely linked, I wouli like to request this meeting to affirm its support to the Interna-
tional Year of Shelter for the Homeleas,

Let me conelude by thanking our host the Government of India once agaln. I congratulate the
Director and the Staff of BACEP for the exceilent preparations made for this meeting. Let me
also reiterate Sri Lanka's commitment to furthering the objectives of SBACEFR,

I thank you.
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ANNEX XV

STATEMENT BY MR. WILLIAM B, MANSFIELD I, DEPUTY EXECUNVE DIRECTOR,
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME, NAIROBI, S S

On behalf of the United Natlons Environment Programme, I would lke to express to you gincere
greetings and good wishey from UNEP znd especlally from the Executive BPirector, Dr, ‘M. K.
Tolba, who Tegrets that he cannhot join yon today at this important sessiom. I, and -y UNEP
colleagues, are dellghted o be able o fake l?art In your meeting. We thank the Govertment of
India for it warm hospitallty and the excellent arrangements that have been msade for us. We
congratulate you, Mr. Chalrman, the Vicé-Chairman and Rapporteur on your electlon. -

We at UNEP conslder tlie establishment of the South Asla Co-bperative Environment Pro-
gramme (SACEP) in 1881 to be an Important step in the ereatloh of envifopmental awareness
and establishment of the Inter-governmentsl machinery to respond constractively to reglonal
environmental lssues in a'.n%mupmgluf countries which fogethér constitiite one gquartér of the
world’s populaiion and embraces the full range of environmental problems and opportunities,

CF iz pleased to havé had the privilege to work closely with SACEP, 1tz member countries and
15 aeqicated Lureciors aince. tne organization's very heginning.: At a time when -environmental
lssues are ineressing in their Importance, when the internationzlization of these issues intrea-
eingly calls for co-operation and when reglonal seli-rellance 1h addressing these problems s
required, SACEP's creation was a far-sighted act on the part of your governments., Miking full
use of the Institution and ite capabllities surely 1s the immedizfe future task. UNEF wants to
continue its support of your efforts and ioin you In your future work,

SACEF is especially relevant today, in our vilew, because the nature.af our énvirohmental issues
1z changing, When %lobal concern about the environment exploded in thé early 19708, the harm-
ful side effects of Industrialization mainly in the form of pollution, and conservation were
principal worries.. In the 1880s these“concerns still exist and are graduslly becoming even migre
important itn newly Industrialized countries. -~ - o oo e 0 e

But alao In this deesde we are increasingly aware. of much. more;. fungamenial. environmental
proulenis; visible:in excessive nse and sometimes misuge-of our.enviconmential regources. Degerts
are spreading, forests decline, solls erode, cltles swell, freshwater s lost or <contaminated, the
oceans polluted, the climate altered. These emerging problems threaten the grest life support
systerna of the hupan race — the oceahs, almosphere, soll, forests and waters..  Together these
problems regult from - élther excesslye poverty. ard populatlon growth deéveloping world
or the careless and excessive ise of certaln technologles and resolrcés in déveloped tountries. -

The cumulative impacts of these threats, have far more serlous conseguences in the developing
than In the developed world. Moreover, it 1s becoming increasingly clear that the environrnental
issues are becoming more internatlonal and global in thelr scope and Implications and are con-
cerned more with protecting and mansging economiezlly lmportant resources than with tradi-
tional pollution control.

These developments put the emphasis of our environmental agenda on new problems. They will
forus our environmental efforts on protecting our peonle’s health and our nation's renewahble
resources. They demonstrate that international co-operation and the instruments of such co-
operation must be strengthened and used. We must “think globally and act locally.” SACEP
therefore assumes greater importance in today’s environmental agenda.

And, additlonally, the new 1ssues show clearly as H. E. Frime Minister Gandhi emphasised In his
inspiring addressg this morning, that environment and development are not separate activities
hut are Indeed intimately related. We must develop our economies. But we cannot develop suc-
cegsfully if, in s0 doing, we destroy the water, alr, forests, sofi] and other natural resources that
wlll sustain the development over the longer term. This concept of “sustainable development” is
one which UNEFP suppiris vigorously, It reguires & broadening of the idea of development so that
it covers not merely economie growth but zoclal, cultural and environmental enhancement. The
recognition that environmental protection ang economic development are complementary 1s one
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of the most important value changes we have seen In environmental thinking In recent wyears.
AﬂuﬁEl or}ft?is new awareness s the first order of business for futuré management ¢f environ-
mental affairs. ' '

In tiis respect, we may. wish to bear in mind the old Indian saying: “It is the spirlt of the
fquest, which determines iis outecme.”

‘The subject areas SACEP have ldentified very well cover the wide ranee of critical environmen-
tal issues the region faces. We encourage vigorous efforts to address these proeblems. One of the
principal areas where UNEF teels a respotisibility angd has the capabllity to assist the member
governments is in the management of ocean rezources and prevention of orean pollution. In
May 1982 UNEF's Governing Council requested our Executlve Divector to consult with SACEF and
its governments to determine meagures they destred for developing & reglonal seas programme,
In 1883, UNEPs Governing Councll requested that the SBouth Asian Seas be Included in the re-
eional seas programme and that- 2 plan of action be formulated for that purpose. '

‘The Hegional Seas Proxramme 13 one of TNEP’s most sueeessful environmental ventures. Iritia-
ted in 1874, it congisiz of a network of 10 regional actisn olans for controlitng marine pollytion
and protection of marine and coastal resources. It promotes the development and implementa-
tlon of reglonal conventions and nrotocols to provide a solid legal framework, and trust funds
to Iurnish financial resources, With the conpletlon an action vlan for the Sonth Asian Seas we
would have a ring of some 120 countriss in the programme cleeline the sarth. ‘Each of the
regional seas areas would be using similar approaches for dealing with ocean and epastal pollu-
tlon 50 we would have the world's major eoastal hations using a compatible apvroach to ocean
pollution around the globe, : . " - '

To that end the National Foral Points met in Pangkok in March 1885 to explore approaches to
an actton pian. The plan was prepared and an experts meetihg wag held last December to
renew the plan and struefure its functlons and | nplementation. In this resnect, I should em-
rhasize that UNEMs exnerience makes it elear that 18 15 best to adoot an actlon nlan and at
the same fime a bindipg convention, which relnforces the link between the two providez the
political commitment for the plan. Eight of our Reglonal Seas Conventlons use this approach.
The experts at the Bangkok Meetings recommended that SACEP should be considered as the
Secretariat for and management of the plan. The experts called for meetinTs in on legal aspects
in July or August in 1987 and of national focal points to consglder the results of the legal and
experts meetings sometime later, SACFP will prepare terms of reference and proposals for a trust
fund and lts managerment for the focal point meeting. Meanwhile, the experts recomnmended
starting prolects in two priority areas — a Survey of Land-Based Sources of Marine Pollution
with Guidelines and Proposals for Sound Techniques and Policies as well as proposals for Envi-
ronmental Education and Publle Awarebess.

There 1z then a good basls for & ronstructive ocean programme in SACEP. SACEY countries
would have to provide resources to strengthen SACEP institutionally. ¥You can count on UNEP
to glve appropriate sunport to the secretariat ana the governments to formallze and develop the
PIDETammes.

I might sov on g perzonal basls that in December, I took part In the signine of the South Paclfie
Reglonal Seas Conventlon in Noumea. It was achleved after four vears of negotiation among
some 16 island states and metropolitan governments, Involving several wery critieal strategle
isques, There was no doubt In my ming that all signine stotes felt a ereat sense of satlsfa~tlon
that they are now launched on a very valuable co-operative endeavour. We feel confident a
South Asian Seas Programme will give you that same sensge of achlevent,

In other activities, UNEFP is co-operating with SACEP with financial support from the Nether-
lands, in organizing a genlor level exvert workshop in Mareh at Colombo to evaluate the benefits
ang constraints of Environmental Impact Assessment in SACEP countries.

We are collaborating in developing a Network for Indusirial Environmental Management (NIBM)
starting with the pulp and paper industry and including some 12 ingtitutlons and laboratories
from India Bangladesh and Sri Lanka using Swedlsh International Development Authority
{SIDA) Tunding, .
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In Bhutan we are discussing with the Asian Development Bank ways to assist in environmental
institutlon strengthening to enable the government to formulate and carry out a natlohal envl-
conmental and natural regource management PIOgramme.

In Bangladesh we are continuing to locate funding for a UNEP Clearing House demanstration
and training project for the treatinent of industrial wastes at Chittagong and provide monles
to support the non-governmental Society for the Conhservation of Nature and Environment in
conducting a youth training course, In India we are working with The National Wasteland
Development Board, and with Hawalt using Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
funding to organize in New Delhi a workshop on the economies of dryland degradation and
rehabilttation With an eve on the Ganga River's clean-up, UNEP I3 helping to organize an Inter-
national workshop on environmentally sound water qualily management in Bombay this
month. We are praviding help, advice, and support to non-governmental organizations in tree
planting, far example, to the G. G. Soans Memorial Peoples, Vah Vygyan Vendras and Earna-
taka State. :

We provided support to the Maldives Government for a workshop on souhdd environmental
management of tourism, and we are co-operating with the government and other International
organizntions to shape a project proposal for implementing the workshop's recommendations
Next month, we will be collaborating with ESCAP in organlzing a training seminar on environ-
mental management in Pakistan. When requested UNEP's Desertification Control Programme

Activity Centre plans to send a team to Pakistan to formulate a pronosal for desertification
control.

In 5rl Lanka UNEP has inspired help for the Uvagramm Foundation to plant trees. help the
National Aquatic Resources Agency conducted & benign research on marine mammals, and
worked with the government to evalnate the impact of UNEP supporied environmental activities,
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, This 15 a substantial agenda of environmental activities.
It 1s indicative of the growing needs related to enviromment and development and. we believe, is
responsive to the requests of the SACEFP states. We are honoured to co-operate with the secre-
tariat and member states and can assure you that we will continue this close collaboration

with you as you bulld a region that s more secure, prospercus and environmentally and econc-
mically sustainablie

As you plot your course for the future, a sound guideline might be the Kashmiri proverh which
stater — “We have not inherited the earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our
ciildren.”



ANNEX XVI

STATEMENT BY DR. K, F. JALAL,

CHIEF ENVIEONMENTAL CO-ORDINATING UNIT,

UNITED NATIONS /ECONOMIC AND S0CIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC,
BANGKORE.

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies and Delegates, it is an honour aund privilege for me to participate
in the Third Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP oh behall of ESCAP and I bring
greetings from Mr. 8 A, M. 8. Kibria, Executive Secretary of ESCAP for the successtul conclu-
slon of thiy meeting. Let me begin by congratulating you, Mr. Chalrman and members of vour
buregﬁ Itsu{;'dymur unsnimous election to the Governing Councll of this esteemed Intergovern-
men .

The establishment of South Asis Co-uggrative Environtment. Programme 31X years ago was an
historic event for the countrles of uth Asla. This co-operative arrangement highlighted
the fact that despite the wide diversity of environmental problems, the countries have
adopted an arrangement for subregional co-operation with a view to promoting integrated and
environmentally sound development in the su re%lun. Owing to the po&ulat.iun pressute, £cono-
mic and social development activities and techno -:fical innovations, the pace of the exploita-
tHon of natural resources and environments! amenities in the reglon has ihcreased enormously.
The guality of environment has, therefore, visibly deterlorated. Aceording to s recent ESCA
report on the State of the Environment in Azia and the Pacific, the trends of rtesource
degradation are clearly manifested in the mounting problems of deforestation, desertification,
waler and marine poliution, nrbanization snd  problems of human health. The situation in
South Asia 1s probably ithe most alarming in Asia.

There is growing recognition that reglonal and national strifes and conilicts are to a targe
extent econtributed by environmental degradation and gsub-optimal utillzation of non-renew-
able nutural regources. Accelerated trends in forest znd soil degradatjon comhbined with grow-
'jngl population and stafnant economy are rapldly driving milllons of Asian people espe-
clally from the £ e ecological zones to citles already stretched beyond their carrying capaci-
ties or to reglons with better agricultural lands and across national boundaries as ecologies] re-
Tugees. In order to rehabllitate these refugees, environmentally sound development efforts
have t0 be undertaken at an increased pace, both at national and at regional levels. Obvlously
the tasks of envilronmental rehabilitation and restoration are daunting,

Being the regional arm of the United Natlons for promoting economie and secial development,
ESCAP in close co-operation with UNEP has been concerned with the issues relating to
envirohmental protection and management for more than a decade. It has accordingly at-
tached high priority on dealing with most serlous environmental problems of the region
in its work programme, that i3, management of terrestrial ecosystem and protection or marine
environment and related ecosystems with 2 view to evolve methodoloples and strategies lead-
ing to sustainable development.

The Ministerial level Conference on the Environment in Asia held in February 1985 has also
stressed the need for promoting an actlon-orlented programine for this integration and has
adopted a Declaration and a Framework for Actlon Plan for the Asian Environment for this
purpose. Slnce then the secretariat is eatalyzing these efforts in countries of South Asia, at
their request. These included technical assistance activity in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan,
Nepal, and 8Srj Lanka,

In co-operation in SACEP, a Symposium on Environmental Management of Mangrove, Coral
and Island Ecosystems in South Asia was organized in 1983, Follow-up activities zrising
fromn the recommendations of the Symposimn such as a feasibility study for the establishment
of a regional mangrove research and development jnstitute has been undertaken in co-ope-
ration with SBACEP. ESCAP is willing to organize a training workshop on the protection of
marine environment and related ecosystems for South Asia, sometime during 1987. As a part
of iis environmental awareness efforts, ESCAP has recently promoted an Aslan Forum of
Environmental Journalists with corresponding national forums in the respective countries.

39



It has extended catalytic support to the national forums of environmental journalists in
Nepal and Bangladesh to carry out investigative Journalism on environment and development
issues, publish newsletters and organize workshops and seminars. Efforts are under way to
establish similar forums in India, Pakistan and Srl Lanka. There iz 8 proposal to convehe &
South Aslan Sub-Regional Media Conference on Environment and Development under the
sponsorship of Nepalese forutn of environmental journalists, ICIMOD and ESCAP to be held
towards the end of 1987. We hope to seek SACEF'3 collaboration in this effort. It would alsc
be usefui for SACEP to undertake joint programming exercises with ESCAP with 2 view to
further strengthening this co-operation.

Mr. Chairman, sinee its inception, SACEP has strived hard to deal with the environmental
problems of the subregion, It could, however, make ondy modest progress owing to several
problems facing the Becretariat. If the environmental challenges are to be met serfously, it
is necessary that institutional and financial base of the organizatfon should be sufficlently
strong. What could be more opportune moment for discussing these issues, than the governing
council where the ministers of the member governments dellberate on the policy issues. The
member governments have all onerous responsibility in providing adeguate political and finan-
clal suppoert angd strengthen this organization,

In this connection, it may be useful to draw lessons and aspiration from the experiences of
other subregional enviropmental programmes in the region, The South Paclfic Reglonal Envi-
ronment Programme (SPREP) established in 1982 has emerged a strong force In forging
environmental programmes jn  the Scuth Pacific. In our vlew, it could be possible
becanse strong leadership and policy directives of the heads of goveroments in the
South Paciflc Commission have always gulded the functioning of SPREP. Simi-
larly, ABEAN Expert Group on Environment (AEGE) i3 also sn integral part of
the Association of South-East Asian  Nations, which directs Its  activities. Both
SPREF and AEGE are not only institutionally and Ananecially more viable but are carrying out
valuable environmental amelioration efforts in their respective jurisdictions. It may, therefore,
be worthwhile to consider whether 8ACEP would emerge stronger, should it become an integral
part of the SAARC which enjoys strong political commitment at the highest levels among
the member government of South Asia. I am confldent through, such an arrengemsent,
SACEP would spon emerge as a vibrant, dynamic and self-propelling organization capable of

dealing with the complex and challenging task of protecting and managing the envirohment
of South Asia, -

The tasks ahead of SBACEP are really challenging. Given the commitment and goodwill of
the member governments, I have no doubt that the dellberations of this meeting will suggest
ways and means for responding fo the serlous challenges faced by SACEP, ESCAP on its part

will always stand ready to assist, in any way it can, in SACEP's endeavours towards envi-
ronmental amelipration efforis.

I thank you for your patience,



ANNEX Xy
STATEMENT BY WORLD WILIDLIFE FIIND, SWITZERLAND

Mz, Chairman, Honourable Ministers, Excellencies and distinguished participants.

I have been charged with the pleasant duty of bringing to SACEP and this ausust gath%
the greetings and good wishez of WWF and Its 25 National Organdzatlons and afliates ;
is fully selzed of the important role SBACEP iz playing ln South Asia and wishes to fully assoclate
1tzelf with ita aetivities in the cause of conservation.

Mahy of you in this distinguished gathering here may not be aware that WWFs thrust has
undergone a change from saving individual cles to caring for nature — protec the hahitat.
This 1= why we are ho longer the World Wildlife Fund but the Worldwide Fund for Nature.

At itz anhnal meeting on the oceasion of 1ts 25th Annlversary at Assisi WWF adopted the theme
carg for Nature hi the peonle and for the people and set down new objectlvez and priorities,
It WWF is to work In concert with SACEP, it 15 easential {o spel! out this new thrust. I do 50 now
in as econeize a manner &3 possible. In doing se may I reming you that we are a NGO, that we have
vested interest In South Asla that we have twoe major National Organizations in Pakistan and
India and actlvities In Nepal and 8ti Lanka, to some extent in Bhutan and recently in Burma,

ourpose is to conserve nature and its natural resources by mokilising on a worldwide scale
the strongest possible political and moral suppetrt.

Its goals, obhlectives and activities are gnided ny the World Conservation St.z'ate?y viz sustainable
resources mobillsation, improving the equality of iife of the people partleularly In the Third
World and llving in the harmony with nature.

In the forthmmln§ years, WWF wlll concentrate on specifies rather than generalities beth in
methodology and In identifving specific focal regicns and countries. )

GOALS

The primary goals are threefold forests and woodlands; Wetlands and Coasts, and the preserva-
tion of global diversity of all forma of life

The reizons for selectin%e&hese goalz are: Pressure Worldwide on forests. Wetlands and coasts

which vou have highlighted; conservation of these three blomes which wlll ensure maintenance
of ecological processes and life suppott systems of flora, fauna and human kind conservation of
these habltats will preserve genetic diversity and slow down and stop species extinctlon and
human survival and development.

Becase of its experience over the past 25 years, WWF i3 in a happy position for Intensifled and
concentrated involvement In forest ahd wetland conservation and preservation of genetic diver-
sity, making it possible for a relatively high rate of sncress probabllity.

The Importance of forests has heen stressed especially in South Asia with its abyndance of tro-
pical rainforests and its effects on desertification precipltation, water tables, climatic stability
angd blological diversity in additlon to meetlng the basie cultural and economic needs of milllons
of people. Let us also not forget the aesthetlve and recreational importancee,

Wetlatids and Coasts are blologically productlve eco system contributing to human survival and
well being and a source of Income, food, fuel and timbers eg mangroves. Wetiands also form
buffer zones in time of floods not forgetting the aesthetic and recreational values.

Biglogical diversity — a major source of agricultural, pharmaceutical and industrial benefits
and 2 sonrce of food as well. Add 4o thig ethical and aesthetic values,

Secondary alms — WWF now recognises that hizhlanda, in so far as South Aslg concerned iz no
longer a secondary geal. The Himalavan Range and itz off-shoels, are the sources of major
river svetems flowine through Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Burma, affecting
the life of milllons. Therefore WWF recognises the vital importance to Bouth Asia.
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WWF will focus on training and educstion, get up conservatlon — Institu-

t.i.uns. nt and mana ent of threatened species; and. deve of betlar techni-
aues for sustainable dﬂeiﬂpmegxt?l

Fnﬂmmﬁnlwhmm ttng n:lchmm strengthenjng l.tﬁ:ﬂm Netwurk
ing policies, mond ﬂnnﬂandmultlmt&mnl aﬂds&tﬂngnpanﬂ

operating educational tlt.utiuns

mmwmmmHmmmrmeer intersiia, the Indian Sub-
Continent and Nepal. lng

EAM on the considerations mentloned, WWF is prepared to colisborate wholeheartedly with

mmkmrurmrpaﬂanﬁhurlm.
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ANNEX X¥III
STATEMENT BY DR. CHAIYAN K, SANYAKORN,
DIRECTOR, PROGREAMME MANAGEMENT, WHO/SEARO, NEW DELHIL

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Minlsters, Excelleneies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladiez and
Centlemen,

It is my E&rlvﬂeg& to cumrag' t0 you best wishes from our Director General, Dr, Hafdan Mahler,
and our %lnnﬂ.l Director/SEARD, Dr. U. Ko Ko, for the success of the meeting of the Third
Governing Councll of SACEP.

At the outset, I would Hke to congratulate you on vour election as the Chairman of this
imgnrtant meetin%. I als¢ would like to congratulate the distinguisbed delegates of Pakistan
and Afghanlstan for their election as the Vice-Chairman and pporteur respectively,

I would like to congratulate the Government of India for organizing this meeling which is
most timely,

I also want to thank the organizers for the invitation extended to the World Health Organiza-
tion to participate in thiz meeting,

Mr. Chairman, WHO is the internationa! organization which has been collaborating with the
E?em?erlgég,‘tm in the flelds of international health for the last 3% years right from its incep-
on in

Sinee the establishment of WHO, profound changes have itakeh place throughout the world.
Many new soverelgn States have emerged and, on attaining independence, have assumed new
responsibilities, Important changes have taken place in  the relationship between countries,
strengthening the spirit of co-operation among em. During the same period, the human envi-
ronment has changed more than ever hefore mainly due to human interventions, and the
effects of fhese are only gradua.llg becoming apparent. Health has to he attained in this
cont'nially evolving setting of political, economie, soclal, cultural, sclentlfie, technological and
psychological factors.

Human environment, In its wlder sense, 1s very extensive and covers many areas of interest
and activities. We ih WHO are conicerned with humsn environment sinee it i5 elosely inter-
twined with human hesglth. The well-being of people 13, In part, a reflection of thelr healthy
environment. But both the environment and human health can be adversely aflected by pollu-
tion. Pollutants relegsed into the air, water, and soil can find thelr way into the human body
as a result of direct contact, breathing, eating, and drinkine. I pollutant levels are high, or it
ﬁ:wtguses are ulatlfsurbed and acenmulated over a long period of time, sickness, disease and
eath can res

To measure the coneentration of poliutants in alr, water, food and also in the human bodv in
order to provide an early Indication of the levels that are considered unsafe for peopls, WHO
and UNEP run a programme fo:

— improve and strengthen natiohal monitoring capabilities, particularly in developing
countries through technieal fo-operation,

— provide an International mechanism for achleving quality assurance and the exchange
of information and data;

— eollaborate closely with 21l participating countrles in the collection and analysis of
environmental data for the development of adequate national environmental pollu-
tion control programmes and study of irends.

In addition to thiz health-related environmental monitoring programme, there 15 an ongoing
Human Exposure Assessment Locatlons (HEALS) programme executed by WHO which 1s mainly
concerned with analytical quality control In environmental monitoring, There 1s also, in the
Sounth-East Asla Regionh, an inter-country prograwmme oh “Chemical Safety” executed by WHO.
In all these asz well as any cther health-related environmenisal pregrammes that may be for-
milated, WHO would be pleased to Interact or co-operate with SACEP,

Thank you.
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ANNEX XIX

STATEMENT OF THE REFRESENTATIVE OF THE
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

I have the great honour and privilege of extending the warmest personal greetings from the
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Dr. G. O. P. Obasi who
wishes the third meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment
Programme (SACEF) every success,

As you are already aware, Mr. Chairman, the major environmental problems that we face these
days are on a trans-boundary or international scale and are usually atmospheric In nature. As
the atmosphere 1s the major trausporting agency of pollutants, WMO has been expanding iis
activities in new directlons related to a wider range of environmental 1ssues and in assessment
of thelr possible role in climate variations and associated impacts on global/regional scale. It has
already contributed significantly by the World Weather Watch Networks to define the mottons
ol the atmosphere which are o important in many of the environmental problems.

Under its Environmental Monitoring ang Research Frogramme, WMO has established a Back-
ground Air Pollution Monitaring Network (BAFMN} all over the world {about 200 stations in 73
countries), thanks to the efforts of many countries and active support of UNEP, It ts the only as
well as the blggest network presently in existence whith 1s global In nature for ionitoring
background air pollution to study the effects of atmospheric composition on climate ang o
predict the consequentes of future activitles of man or envnronment. BAPMN stations conld,
therefore, provide information useful for environmental quality assessment for the raticnal
management of the envirchment and their dense network could ald in the study of long range
transport angd deposition of potentially harmful suostances, One manifestation of the long range
transport of air pollutants is acid rain which has fairly good potential of gaining prominence in
this rerion due to rapld industrialization. The present network of PAPMN stations in South
Aslan Reglon is very sparse and needs augmentation. Some of the member countries of SACEP
do not have even one BAPMN station. I humbly sugmit through this august body that member
countries of SACEP may direct thelr meteorological services for early implementation of the
WMO Background Air Pollution Monitoring Network which will go a long way in co—operative
Environmentdl Management of this reglon. WM will provide all possible support to its member
eountries in this region for implementation of the programme on priority basts.

WMO comunends the Initiative and interest taken by the member countries of SACEP in tdenti-
fying priorlty programmes for manapement of their natural resources. These Propgrammmes sre
considered by WMO of tremendous environmental, social and economirs importance for all the
countries of the region, singly or co-operatively, WMO has initiated a troject through its mem-
ber countries, for integrated monitoring and assessing the state of various environmental media.
This project it implemented in this reglon would provide information on environmental state of
water bedies and forestry. WMO will be happy to work closely with SACEP and provide neces-
sary guidance to the member countries of SACEP in implementation of this profect.

UNEP In co-operation with SBACEP have prepared a regtonal overview and a draft action plan on
South Asian Sezs. WMO has carrled out considerable research on “Air-Sea Exchange of Pollu-
tants” which has direct relevance to your South Aslap Seas Programme. GESAMP Regort No, 26
contalns useful information on reglonal sea problems and WMQ interest. It is my humble sub-
mission that the report may be glanced through to examine its uthitty for this bTogTarme,

Before I conclude my statement I would like to take this opportunity in assuring you, Mr.
Chalrman, that WMO will eontinue its efforts in strencthenine the international understanding
of meteorology as seience and services and its appleation to Environmental Pollutlon Monitoring
and Research Programmes for enhanaminenﬂrunment proteciion. WMO will always be willlng
to share its knowledge and experiences this field.

Thank you, Mr. Chajrman,
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ANNEX XX

STATEMENT BY DH. M. DERKATCH, DIERECTOR, UNESCO REGIONAL OFFICE
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR SOUTH & CENTRAL ASIA, NEW DELHI

It 1= a pleasure and an honour for me to be gf)ésent here on behaif of the United Natjong
Educational, Sclentific and Cuitural Organization,

THNESCO is glad to be associated with SBACEP Programmes and I should llke to glve you some
details of the Programme on Man and the Bicsphere (MAB). The MAR Programme 15 an inter-
national programme of research, tralning and infermation dlffusion aimed at providing the
sclzntific basis and the tralhed personnel needed to deal with problems relative resdurte uge
and conservation and human settlements.

The MAB agpmach to research emphasizes problem solving, often involving multi-diseiplinary
teams and fleld training, which applies a systems approach to understanding the linkages bet-
ween the natural and human components of environmental managerment.

MAE Iz a decentiralized programme with field projects and tralning activities In over 100

countiles. These are carried out by scientizsts from universitles, Academy of Sciences, natlonal

E{fearci:a laboratories and other research institutions under the auspleces of 110 MAER National
ommittees,

The International Secretariat for the Programme is located at Uneseo Headgquarters in Paris.
MARB is an intergovernmental programme of Unesco with its ownm intergovernmental governing
kody: the MAB Council.

MAB was launched as an interhational intergovernrentzl programme whose execution primarily
cancerns the Member States of Unesco. The first MAB-ICC therefore recognized that each Mem-
her State would need to ldentify a rﬂualiﬂed, permanent focal peint at the national level, not only
to define and lmplement naticnal MAB activitles, but only to establish and maintaln reglonal
and international links using the MAB framework. Since the recommendations of the T in
1971, as of mid-1986, there are 110 MAR Nationzl Commlititees. In the South and Central Asla re-
gion, 10 gut of a total of 11 countries have estahlished National MAB Committees.

When MAEB was launched in 1971, 13 research programme was structuregd into 13 project areas,
most of which had ah eco-system or geographic focus {e.. tropical forests, 1slands). These were
entlarged to 14 themes in 1974 with the additlon of research on environmental pollution, and
werg subsequently foeussed down to six main areas between 1975-19856 (Coastal areas and
Islands; humid and sub-humid troples; arid and semi-arid zones; temperate ang cold zones;
urban systems and blosphere reserves).

A reglonzl Meeting of MAR Natlonal Cominittees for South and Central Asla was organized in
New Delhi in March 1885. Recommendations from this meeting emphasized the need for more
artlon-oriented integrated research, such zs studies relevant o food and fodder odustion.
Comparable studies carried cut on fhe eco-system level — as for examnnle on humld tropieal
torests or semi-grid grazing lands — were also emphasized. In specific thematic areas, recom-
mendation: were made coneceriilne five eco-system: types; arld and seml-arid lands; tropical
forests; mountaing; wetlands; coastsl and marine systems. m-::nn%nma]ar toplcs suggested for
Inereased research were: a%ri-silﬂculture az ah ecolosleally sustainable means of increasing
averall land productivity; basie studies on tropical forest ecology — especiailv on succession an
regetteration after loreing watershed studiea mountain region, basic inventoryving of wetlands
an;:::l t:iu:i:leanin zones; primary productivity of aquatle systems and the impact of industrial efflu-
ents thereon.

The Action Plan for Biosphere Reserves recelved strong suvnort as a practical means of harmo-
nizine needs for eonservation and econcmie develooment in the recfon. It was recommendad
that the establishment of a vizble reglonal network of blosphere reserves receives priority atten-
tion. The heed for more coastal and marine blosphere reserves was also emphasized,

Implementing the MAB Programimne, UNESCO secks the active co-operation of governmental and
nnn-governmental organizations and programmes workine in related flelds. These collaborative
eiforts alm at combining the strengths ¢f the different organizatlons and avolding unnecessary
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uverlaglﬂr duplication of efort. Co-operation with international non-governmental organiza-
tions sdpartfcular. ICSU, provides a means by whlch the skills and expertize of the Internz-
tlonal entiflc cnmmunft:,r are made avallable most usefully 1o MARB.

MAB activities In the humid tropics have been undertaken in collaboration with UNEP, FAOD,
and ITFRO. More recently, comparative studies under MAB on issues in tropieal ecology have
b?Etlill d%‘vela d as joint Unesco-MAR/ICSU-TUES ventures in the framework of the IUBS Decade
of the Tropics.

For arid and seml-arid lands, close ¢ollaboration has been established with UNEP, UN3C and
FAQ, particularly within the context of the Implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat
Dezertification. An Inter—A&encﬁ_‘kamg Group on Desertifieation has been charged to co-ordi-
nate relevant sctivitley within the UN familg and to vromote collaborative programmes and pro-
Jects. Close collaboration has also been developed between UNESCO-MAB  and spe ed
re%unal Institutions such as the Arab Centre on the Studies of Arid Zonmes and lands
Eﬂégi I‘:mmi }the Intergovernmental Committee to Combat Desertification in the Sahellan
on (CILES).

MAB Urban projects have been undertaken in collaboration with UNEP, Habitat fONCHS)
ITASA and 1%}'1*&3 {Profect Ecoville). Tnder a jolnt UNESCO MAB - Project, several pHot projec
were undertaken between 1875-85, including case studies in Hong Kong and Huala Lumpur. A
series of case studies In francophone Africa have been conducted in  collaboration with IFIAS
{ Project Ecoville). More recently, ¢ollaboration 13 tak place with ICSTT-3COPE, ITASA and
IFIAS (Prolect Ecoville} tg examine the role of modelling in wrban management. Futyre colla-
bnmtioré with these organizations will focus on the role of expert systems in urban risk man-
agement.

The Action Plan for Biosphere Reserves has been submitted to the International organizations
assoclated with its implementation, notably UNEP, FAQ and IUCH,

The comblete list of the international organizationg and programmes which collaborate with
MAR ig too long to be enumerated here, It would include In particular mapn more member
unions and committees of ICSU such ag INTECOL, 1GU and BCOP, s well ag the Internationzl
Couneil ¢f Socizl Sciences {ICSS).

Actlve collaboration of international organizations and bilateral Irﬂagéamme is also sought in
order to pool finaneis)] resources for implementing a number of aetivities in partieular
those undertaken in develong countries, UNESCO ean assist the MAR Natlonal Committees for
those countries in submitting project proposals for finaneial support to funding sources in the
UN svstem UNFP. UNSO and UNDP, as we'l as o bilateral sponsors mainiy for funds-in-trust
arrangements. UNESCO’s funds are used primarily for regional and international activities of
the MAE Programme, Only limited UNESCO funds are avallable as “seed money” to develop
national MAB activities.

Finally, I should Uke to mention that through its support to research Prujects and networks,
training programmes and indivigual seientists, MAR has helped many inst tutions to develop their
research and tra,!nin% capabi 1t natlunallgmand Internationally, A few institutlons have also
been found thro he activitles of the gramme, These include Kenva Arid Lands Research
Station (KALRES) in Kenva and the International Centre for Int ted Mountain Develop-
ment in the Hindu Kush-Bimalayas (ICIMOD) in Kathmandu, Nepal. ICIMOTY forms part of a
new type of “scientific” institution promoted in partleular urder MAB. Their speciflc focus 1s on
11::21911 lin 1imel:"ilnrna-erl stlence and development, In this case ecologically-sound development of moun-
reglons,

In closing, may I state that a major oblective of MAR is to transmit scientific Information to
those who can make use of it. This includes the sclentific community, national and local govern-
ments, planners decision-makers, educators and the general public. From g modest bedgi.nnlng
in 1971 with the publication of the first Green Report (MARB Revori Series), MAR has develon-
ed an Information System, selentific publications Publlc information brechures, poster exhibits,
news bulletins, and audio-visual materials. In additlon, MAR 1s eo-operafineg with other un'is in
UNEBCO and with professional fllm producers to make documentary fllms, videos and televigion
programmes to disserninate its research findings to a wide audience internationally and to pro-
mote the MAB Integrated ecological approach to resource management and conservatiar,

Thank vou.
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