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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENYIRONMENT PROGRAMME
FOURTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL (GC 4)
25th - 26th Apell, 1988

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN.
REPORT

L INTRODUCTION

The Fourth Meeting of the Governing Council of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Progtamams was
heid in Kabul, Afghamstan, on the 25th and 26th Apml 1988

1. ATTENDANCE

The Governing Council (GC 4) was attended by Representatives from the following Member Countries viz:
Afphapistan, Bhutan, India, Iran and Sri Lanka.

Representatives from the following Linited Nations Agencies and International Organisations also participated.
United Natons Environment Programme (UNEP), Ubited MNatiens Development Programune {UNDP), Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations {FAQ), World Health Organisation (WHO), World Food Programrae
(WFP) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). List of Participaats is in
Annex 1.

3. INAUGURATION

The Fourth Meeting of the Governing Council of the South Asia Co-operative Eavirotunent Programme was
inaugurated by The Honourable Sultan Ali Keshtmand, Prime Minister of the Republic of Afghanistan. In his
inaugural address he pointed out that there is a close inter-relationship between environmental protection and world
peace which must net be overlocked. He also noted that there 15 a growing recognition that environmental
degradation ¢an have economic and social repercussions leading te political instability and even thicatening peace
and that throughout history nations and peoples have been drawn inte conflicts over natwral resources such as
land, minerals, forests and water.

A copy of his address is at Annex II

Mr Ferid Zarif, Deputy Foreign Mirnister of the Government of the Republic of Afghanistan in his welcome
address said that the participation of the delegations at a very high level in this meeting, is a manifestation of tha
determination of Member Countries of SACEP to solve the exisiing environmental problems of ¢ur region in a
co-operative spirit and make the future development programumes envirobmentally viable. :

A copy of hir address is a1 Annex I

His Excellency Shri I P Khosla, Ambassador of India o the Republic of Afghanistan, while reading the
message from Shrr Z B Ansari, Minister for Environiment and Forests, Government of India and Chairman GC 3,
quoted the Prime Minister of Indin Shri Rajiv Gandhi as follows “As experience grows and laconae in knowledge
are filled, apswers will slowly be found to the complex Question of development and environment. The search for
the right answers must po relentlessly. It is a world wide endeavour 1o which India pledges unstinting support.”
The message also appealed to all members of SACEP to make determined efforts regarding the enhancement of
their financial contributions to SACEP and strengthening the Orgauisation.

A copy of his address is at Annex T¥.

In his address Mr M ) Kazem, Director, SACEP, stated that this Governing Council Mecting has a vital role
to play to revive the pledges of the member countries to consider seriously the aspects of collective Lo-operation
in the field of ¢nvironment and to take decisions which ensure that SACEP could continue to function effectively.
Firm commitments will have 1o be made by the member states 10 ¢nsurz the financial stability of SACEP.

A copy of his address is found in Annex V.



4. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARFRS

In accordance with the provisions of Article 4 (C), of the Articles of Astociation of SACEP, Honourable
Fateh Mobamad Tarin, Mimster of Light and Foodstufl Industries, Government of the Republic of Afghanistan
was elected Chairman of the Fourth Governing Counadl of SACEP. Hen D B Wijetunge, Ministex of Agricultural
Development and Restarch and Minister of Food of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and His
Excellency Mr Dago Tshering Deputy Minister of Home Affairs of the Royal Government of Bhutan, were clected
as Yice Chairmen of the Mecting. Shri B V Waajri, First Secretary, Indian High Commission in 56 Lanka, was
elected Rapportur.
5. AGENDA

The Governing Council (GC 4) discussed spd adopted the Agemda of the Heeh’ng.

A copy of the Adopted Agenda is at Aoptx YL

6, ETATEMENTS OF HEADS OF DELEGATIONS

The Heads of Delegations from Afghapisten, Bhutan, India, Iran and Sri Laska addressed the Goversing
Council. Al the statements reflected the steps taken in rexpect of arexs of critical environmental concern by the
regpective member countries and called for greater megional and global co-operation in combating these problems.

The respective Couniry Statements ate found in Annexes VI to XL

7. OTHER STATEMENTS

Statements made by the Representatives of the TN System Organisaticns attending this meetiog are found in
Anmgxes XIT to XVI

B, INSTITUTTIONAL MATITERS
A. SACEP Secretariat
The working paper on SACEP Secretariat was preseated by the Director of SACEP.  The paper reaffirmed
that SACEP would be more effsctive if the Secretariat is adequately equpped. The major constraint so
far has been the lack of adequate financial resources.

The paper also requested the Governing Council to consider and ratify a Draft Set of Rules and Regulations
For the administration of the SACEP Sccretariat,

The Governing Council deliberated on the subject of financial resources and decided to consider this under
Agenda item 8.

The Governing Council also approved the Draft Set of Rules and Regulations for the SACEP Secretariat
subject to oertain amendments.

@ The spproved Set of Rules and Regulations is found in Aopex XVII.

B. Yiemss Liskvos Office

Under this Apendz item the Report of the Special Committee on the SACEP Yienna Liaison Office was
presented 1o the Governing Council. The Governing Council approved the recommendation of the
committes not Lo establish a Vienna Liaison Office since it would amount to the setting up of a parallel
institution o SACEP. The Governing Council also sndorsed the committee’s reconunendations that any
assistance from the EEC or the Government of Austria should be credited to the SACEP Account direct.
The SACEP Secretariat with the approval of the Consultative Committee may communicate directly with
any potential donor and any ‘assistance should be credited to the SACEP Account. Expenditurs of all
funds will be with the specific approval of the Consultative Committee/Troverning Council.

-
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C. Subject Area Focal Polnts

Under this Agenda item the need for revitalisation of Subject Area Focal Points was emphasised. It was
apreed that all Focal Peints should take the adopted Modalities of Focal Points as approved by GC 2
ag its guideline and that the SACEP Secretariat would also assist in the formulation of projects and

programmes in the respective Subject Azens.

The Governing Council was informed by the SACEP Secrctariat that the Asia and Pacific Centre for
Transfer of Technology (APCTT) of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (formetly
known as RCTT) had informed that they could not continue to be SACEP's Focal Point for the Subject
Matter Area “Technology for- Development of Renewable and Reusable Resources" due to a reorientation
of their activities. The Governing Council endorsed the recommendation of the Consultative Committes
of SACEP in the designation of United Nations Indusirial Development Organisation (UNIDO) as the new
Foral Point for this Subject Matter Atca, subject to the concucrence of the Government of Pakistan.

9. PROGRAMME MATTERS
A. Review of Priotity Programmes and Projects undertaken by SACEP (Director’s Repart)

The Director SACEP presented to the Governing Council 8 comprehensive report on all the programme
activities of SACEP.

Om the South Asian Seas Programme, the Governing Council recommended that the concerned member
states of SACEP who are 2 party to this gxog:mmme should make every endeavour to seek the carly
finalisation of the Action Plan so that the SACEP Secretariat could execute this programme,

The Governing Council of SACEP requested UNESCO through SACEP Secrefariat to prepare an inter
country environrmental education project for South Asia and to submit to UNDP or any other international
otganisation for funding and for SACEP to execute this project in association with UNESCO.
The Governing Council alse approved the undernoted Terms of Refercnce, prepared by the Secretariat,
for a penel of experts from within South Asia for the review of SACEP's projects amd programmes,
sttbject to the avallability of funds.
i. To review initially:
a) 'The activides initiated and vnderiaken by the Subject Area Focal Points of SACEP;
b) The activides undertaken under the approved projects and programmes of SACEP.

ii. To wisit the member states of SACEP to ascertain the activities undertaken in the fisld of environ.
ment by each government and to identify new areas of immediate environmental concern.

w. To update all approved projects and bring into focns the current developments in the rele-
vant Subject Areas.

iv. To identify and formulate projects in the newly cmerging Subject Areas, which are of immedi-
ate environmenta] concern to this repgicn,

v. Taking into consideration the above findings and the recommendations of the member countries,
to draw up & Plan of Action for a period of § years.

B. Rervlew of Activities of Sebject Area Focal Points ~ Report by Member Countries
The Secretariat circulated the repotts submitted by the Governments of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakisian
and Sti Eanka. Omn the basis of the cbservations made, the Governing Council recommended that all
Focal Points should:

i disseminatt to the member countries whatever specialised work done by them in the relevant
Subject Ares,



ii. identify projecis and programmes and go through the procedures laid down in the Modalities
of Focal Points, and

iii. initiate Projects through the SACEP Secretanat.
C. Review om Co-speration with Internationsl Orpasinations

Under this Agenda item the {Governing Coundl conveyed its appreciation to all International Organisations
for the support they have given SAEEF and roquested them for their continued support in the future
activities of the SACEFP Secretatiat,

The Governing Council authorised the Director of SACEP to write to the Secretary General of the South
Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARCY regarding the role SACEP can play as a specialised
agenty on envirapmental matters in co-operation with SAARC so as to avoid duplicaton of work.

The Governing Council alse approved the Proposal for entering into a relatiopship agreement with UNIDO
suhject to the concurrence of the Government of Pakistan.

14. FINANCIAYL. MATTERS

A. Report of the Comsultative Commitiee of SACEP on the Formnh to be Adoptod Jer the Skariag of the
Amssal Expraditere of the SACEP Seortariat

After the consideration of the Report of the Consultative Committes on this matter, the Governing Coungil
accepied the formula as contained in Annexure 2 of the working document SACEP)GCAWP! which is

quoted below:
COLUNTRY PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTION ROUNDED OFF TOD
@ ' 1 2 3 5
US & US %
Afphagistan 3.17 5,880 5,900
Banpgiadesh 10.42 14,692 14, M0
Bhutan’ 2.08 29 2900
India 25.00 35,250 35,250
Iran 25.00 35,250 35,250
Maldives 6.25 8812 8,800
Nepal 417 5,880 5,900
Pakistan 16. &6 23491 23,500
Sri Lanka 625 §.812 8,800
TOTAL 100,00 1,41,000) 1,4]1,000

The Governing Council welcomed the decision of the Governments of India, Iran and So Lanka to gve
their full share of their contribution as per agreed scake.

In view ol thetr least developed status, the Goverament's of Afgh.amstan and Bhutan agreed to pay 3%
of the agreed scabe.

The Governing Coursil recommended that the Governments of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives
and Nepal should pay at least 0% of the agreed scale and that other countries should pay their full share.

B, Report of the Consuliative Committee of SACEF om the Establishment of a Tt Fuml

The Governing Council approved in principle the establishment of a fund for financing projects and

ut:f SACEF on the baus of voluntary contributions of member countries and other donors.
The SACEP Sccretariat thould on the basis of approved projecis and programmes seek addidonal
copiributions from other sources.
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C. Approval of the Latest Ammunl Audited Beports of the Accomts of SACEPF

The annual audited report of the accounts of SACEP for the calendar year 1987 was approved by the
Governing Council.

D. Approval of Budget for the Secretariat - 1988

The budget for the Secretaniat for the year 1988 as reflected in Annex 3 of working document SACEP/
GCA'WPEB was approved by the Governing Council.

Whilst accepting the budget, the Governing Commncil recommended that a new format be prepared for the
prescotation of the budget tn order that it would reflect only the activitiea of SACEP Programmes and
not of other agencies of Governments. The details of the format may be worked out and approved by
the Consultative Committes of SACEP. The budget should be submitted in future to the Governing
Council io the format to be approved by the Consultative Commitiee.

11. APPOINTMENT OF NEW DIRECTOR

In accordance with the provisions as laid down in the Articles of Association of SACEP, the Governing
Council approved the appointment of Mr Shamsul Hoque nominated by the Government of Bangladesh as the
new Director of SACEP. He is expected to assume duties in August 1988, .

The Governing Council taking into account the financial position of SACEP, placed the moathly salary of
the new Director at US § 2000,

The Governing Council placed on record their deep appreciation to the cutgeing Director Mr M ] Kazem:;
for the able manner in which he executed his duties under very difficult financial consteaints.

The outgping Director thanked the Governing Council, the Consultative Committee and the Government of
Sri Lanka for all the sssistance rendered during his tenure of office. He particularly thapked UNEP and the
staff of the SACEP Secretariat for makiog his task that much fighter.

11. ANY OTHER BUSIN@S

According to the procedures adopted in scheduling Governing Council Meetings, the next meeting of the
Governing Council of SACEP should take place in Bhutan. But the repressntative of Bhutan expressed
his Government's inability to host the next Meeting. The Governing Council therefore authorised the
Consultative Committee to explore other possibilities and to keep the members informed accordingly.

13. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPIION OF THE REFORT
The Meeting considersd and adopted this report on the 246¢th of April 1988,

14. CONCLUDING SESSION

Honourable D B Wijetunga Minister for Agricultural Development and Research and Minister for Food,
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 5ri Lanka thanked the Government of Afghanistan for the
warm hospitality extended to all the participants and for the #xcellent arrangements made for the Confersnce.
He also commended the SACEP Secretariat for their professional approach in the conducting of this meeting.

The Chairman GC 4 Honourable F M Tarin Minister of Light and Foodstuff Industries, Government of the
Republic of Afghanistan, in conclusion thanked all the participants for their presence on this important occasion
and for all the assistance given to him in fulflling his oblipation as Chairman. He also thanked the SACEP
Secretariat and said that he was confident that the imporiant decisions arrived at this meeting, signified the spirit
and strength of regional co-operation which will no doubt ensure that SACEP will in the future, continue e
play a dominant role in mitigating the environmental problems of the region.
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ANNEX H
INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF HON. SULTAN ALI KESHTMAND,
FRIME MINISTER,
REFUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government and the people of Afghanistan I extend to you a warm welcome 0 our country.
I wish you a pleasant and comfortable stay in our country.

The presence of the Distinguished Delegations from the Member Countries of SACEP at this meeting, signifies
theit profeund coneern over the state of the environment in the World and in particolar in our region.

As is evident many hazards are threatening the world environment. The present environmental trends in the
world, should it continue will radically alier the ecosystem in our planet and thereby threaten the lives of several
species on it, including the human species. Each year, over six million hectares of productive dryland on earth,
turn into worthless desert. Meore than eleven million, hectares of forests are destroyed yearly, and this, over three
decades, would equal an area aboot the size of India. In developed industrial coumtries, acid precipitation kills
forests and may have acidified vast tracts of soil beyond reasonable hope for repair. The burning fossil fuel
releases into the atrmosphere, carbon dioxide which is causig g&duﬂl global warming. According to experts, this
preenhouse  effect, may by early next century have increas & average global temperaturss sipnificandy 1o shift
agricultoral prodoction areas, raise sea levels to flood coasta! cities, and thereby disrupt national economies.
Other industrial pases threaten to deplete the planet's protective ozone shield to such an extent that the number
of human and animal cancers would rise sharply, and the cceans food chain would be disrupted. Industry and
agriculture indirectly introduce toxic substances into the humen food chain and into under ground water tables
which are beyond the reach of cleansing.

1 do not wish to draw pessimistic and bleak pictures of environmenta! pollution. On the one hand, unfortu-
nately the situation gives rise to serions concern. But on the other the cfforts of several countries of the world
in particular those who seripusly think of the future and destiny of human beings and have a planned economy
with due regard to the intersst of the people and its environment, give resson For hope.  Already in some
industrially advanced countries particularly the Socialist countries, great strides are made and enormens expenditure
are committed for prevention of environmental peliution.

In our region, that is South Asia, the environment has been degraded to an alarming state. Our countries are
more interdependent perhaps much more when it is the question of environment. We all belong to a developing
world and share many acute envirommental problems. Most of our environmental problems stem from rapid
population increase and hard pressed economies. Widespread poverty has become both rural and wrbar affliction
for South Asian Countries, and their developmental efforts are not ¢nly subject te the vagaries of nature, but
are also threatened by the continued degradation znd depletion of resources. Major environmsantal problems of
our region which range from deforestation, desertification, soil erosion, pollution of water and air, lack of proper
samitation and proper waste disposal systems, require urgent attention.

In owr own country Afghanistan, the ¢xhaustion and degradation of terrestrial ecosystems is a cause for
serious concern.

The problem of desertification and loss of vegetative cover is extremely serious. Intensified itrigation and the
lack of adequate drainage facilities are causing water togging and salinisation in some areas, while in some other
parts the lack of rainfall 35 causing severe drought and water shortages. Lack of public awareéness about the
importance of environment, particularly in roeal areas, is also a major cadse of the enviconment dagradation.
Besides these, ning years imposed war on our country has caused emviconmental degradation and deforsstation,

A tragic example of poverty-environmental reletion, which is common in the region, is the wide spread
dependence of the poor on firewood which is needed for cooking and heating. This in turn has resulted in deforest-
ation. Despite the constraints of the undeclarsd war, ‘the Government has taken up extensive programmes for
the rehabilitation of forests and development of popular and fast growing species. The programme includes
development of new and renewable epergy like solar, wind, biogas, microhydel etc. Technical snd finzncial
assistance as well as transfer of requisite technology from SACEP and other internaticnal organisations has
already heen sought.



‘The Government of the Republic of Afghanistan has been acutely conscious of the nsed for environmantal
protection. The new Constitution of the Republic of Afghanistan which was adopted last November, reiterates the
significance of snvitonmental protection. Article 32 of the Constitutien stipulates that “The State nhail adopt
and implement necessary measures for the protection of pature, natural wealth and reasonabls utilisation of
natural resources, improvement of environment, prevention of pollution of water and air and conservation and
survival of animails and plaats.”

It shouid be peinted out that there is a close inter-relationship between environmental protection and world
peace which must not be overlooked. There is a growing recognition that environmental degradation caa have
economic and social repercussions, leading to political instability and even threatening peace. Throughout history,
oations and pecoples have been drawh into conflicts over nateral resources: land, minerals, forests and water.

Wars, armed conflicts and artms race, pose grave danger to the environment and create sericus obstacles to
sustained development. Te turn wotld process towards disarmament means oot only giving mankind peacs and
security, but also finding considerable additional resources for construction and development. It is a fact that
enormeus resources which are being squandersd cn the unproductive arms race could very usefully be allocated
to developmental actvities, environmental improvement measures and regional and international ce-operation,

The current state of enviropment in the world, and in every country of our region, points to the nesd for an
all out co-operative and comprehensive effort to protect and preserve the environment, [t has to be mentioned
that there can b¢ no raticnal ard equitable economic dﬁ\f]%pmmt without dealing with environmental issues
because they are inter-related. Environmental degradation invariably results in increased cconomic inequality in
which the poor suffer the most.

It is quite chvious that most environmental problems have an international character and such features have
become ever so significant in recent years. Eco-systems do not respect national boundaries. Water pollution
moves throogh shared rivers, lakes and seas. The atmosphere carries air pollution over vast distances. Major
accidents particularly those of chemical and nuclear plants or warehouses containing toxic materials, cap have
‘widespread regional effect.  That is why regional co-operation is so vital in dealing with #pvironmental problems.
Our countries in this region could achieve a great deal by collectively developing the policy concepts, programmes
and institutions that are needed to tackle environmental questicns. In view of such a necessity, it can be stajed
that the cieation of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme in 1981 was a step taken in the right
direction by the Governments of the countries of South Asia to work jointly to meet the challenges of environraental
management for the development of our region.

The performance of SACEP during its short period of existence, despite various constraints, has been quite
satisfaetery ang the efforts initigted by this programme in identifying the regional problems and igitiating projects
such as the Regional Seas Propramme, Environmental Education, Envirenmental Lagislation elc., for tackling those
problems &re gratifying. Declaration of 1988 as the Year of Trees for Asia and the desigpnation of the %th March
as the Day of Trees for South Asia, which we all chserved, have had far reaching effects in the creation of
awareness ameng the peugle of pur region in the importance of trees and forests. The importance of SACEP is
not only in its being the first step towards co-opetative actions in the region, but alsa in the spirit of self-reliance
shown by Member countriss in ensuring such co-operation.

This Fourth Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP provides an ideal forum for evaluation and assess-
ment of the achievements and obstacles facing this orpanisation, and will have to take important decisions
towards revitalisaton and strengthening of SACEP activities. SACEP has to be supported and promoted to
serve as an efficient and effective mechanism, and toc ensble it to play a meaningful regional role 1o assist
its member Governmentis in protection and management of environment.

Before concluding I would like to mention that the Fourth Governing Council Meeting is coinciding with the
Tenth Anniversary of April Revolution. Our people are otlebrating this historical event in such a coodition that
extremist groups still continue war, fratricide and bloodshed. We believe that the continuation of war is meaningless,
The Government of the Republic of Afghanistan has adopted and implemented very impertant sociceconomic
development plans for which peace is also required. Based on this belief the policy of national reconciliation was
proclaimed on 15th JTanuary, 1987, which is upexamipled in the world history, The main principles of multi-party
system have been enshrined in s new Coostitution. We have announced formation of a coalition government cn
bread bases.



Today the guestion of putting an ead to regional dis and conflicts is the urgent task facing world
commumity. The idea that political solution of conflicts and the policy of national reconciliation should play a
determining role in solving regional conflicts, is gaining support and strength in the international arena.

It is undeniabiz that it was the policy of national reconciliation that gave & scw impetua to the Geneva talka
and finally after almost six years we sucoeeded to finalise the documents and sign them. The Geneva agrecments,
if faithfully respected and implemented would stop all forma of foreign interference from abroad in the internal
affairs of our coustry, provide conditions for the return of the limited Sovict military contingents and Afghan
cmigrants fo their country, and serve the cause of stability and peace in the region.

The Geneva suceess attested to the world public that we can and should tackle disputes and cooflicts through
peacefl means on the basis of bold initiative, goodwill, realism and a sense of responsibility to the cause of
universal peace and security.

We belitve that peace i3 not merely the absence of war, it is also promotion of a state of harmpnious relations
among States, The Republic of Afghanistan has tried from the very beginning of the triumph of Agpril Revolution

for establishment and promotion of friendly relations with all countries of the world especially with neighbouring
counitics.

Finatly, I wish thit Fourth Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP every success and hope that our
co-operative cfforts would result in the conservation and protection of our region’s fragile environmeut.

Thank You.
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ANNEX II

ADDRESS OF WELCOME, BY
MR FARID ZARIF,

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER,
REPURLIC OF AFGHANISTAN

Esteemed S. A. Keshimand, Prime Mipister of the Republic of Afghanistap, Mr Chairtnan of the Third
Governing Council, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Dear Guests and colleagues,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Inaugural Session of the Fourth Merting of the Governing
Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme here jn Xabul. We consider it a Ereat privilege
that SACEP has chosen Afghanistan as the venue for this important i We in Afghanistan attach significant
importance to.the activities of SACEP which co-ordinates the efforts of member countries to overcome their
environmental problems, The participation of delegations at a very high level in this meeting is a manifestation
of the determination of member countrics of SACEF to solve the existing environmental problems of our region
In a co-operative spirit and make the future development programmes savircnmentally viable

We are coofident that this Fourth Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP will be another milsstone in
our history of co-operation in South Asia to meet environmental challanges, It is my earnest hope that the
distinguished delegates will find themselves here in a congenial atrrosphere for Fruitful and thorough deliberations
which will certainly ltad to far reaching resolts.

Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates, I would like once apain to extend a very warm welcome to
all of you and I hope you will find your stay io this historic city of Kabul, pleasant and enjoyable.

May [ express my sincere thanks and gratitude to Esteemed S. A. Keshtmand, Prime Minister of the Republic
of Afghanistan, for having kindly agreed to be the Chief Guest of this meeting,
I request the Esteemed Prime Minister to kindly insugurate this meeting.

Thank you,

H



ANNEX IV
STATEMENT FROM CHAIRMAN GC 3,
SHRI Z. R. ANSAR],
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

DELIVERED BY,

H.E. I. P. KHOSLA,
AMBASSADOR FOR INDIA,
IN AFGHANISTAN.

Mr Chairman and Distinguished Guests,

I have great pleasure in participating iz this meeting of the Fourth Governing Council of the SACEP. We
had met more than a year ago in New Delhi and bad taken some important decisions after extensive discussions.
It is now time to teview the action taken on these decisions and remove the impediments in the path of our
PrOgress. *

We, of the South Asia, have come together on this co-operative programme ag we have similac environmental
problems, We are all determined to proceed on the path of economic development fast in order to remove the
stigma of poverly atiached to millions of our citizens. We have also realised more than a decade ago, that this
path will be a dead end unless the environment and natural resources which are the very foundation for develop-
ment are protected effectively.

This conclusicn bas been amply confirmed by the Report of the World Commission on Emvironment and
Developrasnt submitted in 1987, The report has identified the common concerns of population, food supply,
health, conservation of species and ecosystems, energy, industry and urban agglomerations. It has made several
suggestions to help the mankind to exteicate itself from the morass created by its shortsighted attitnde towards
grave problems of envitonment. Tt has also stressed the responsibilities of the international financing institutions
in protecting the environment.

We are all aware of the enthusiastic response given to this report and its broad endorsement by the United
Nations. We, in SACEP, feel heartened that our co-operative efforts have received additional support from this
report. We have always been urging that the global economic system dominated by interests which have already
used much of the planet’s exolo 'ca% capital should be chanped radically if the poverty of the millions is to be
alleviated, This poverty is at the root of the over exploitation of natural resources of our countries. Many
countries draw heavily on non-repewable resonrces just to survive in the present ineguitous system.  These and
other factors need te be corrected substantially by the international community.

We, on our part, must resist the temptation of Eml]:hnsising development and ipporing enviconment. India,
during the last two decades, has attempted to protect the envitenment through several steps such as survey and
conservation of natural resources, impact assessment of development projects, pollution control and regeneration,
of the degraded parts of the ¢nvironment wherever necessary. We have an extensive programme of research,
education and training to support our ¢fforts, We lay a preat stress on creastion of environmental awareness
among all sections of our population. We are prepared to share our experiences with other members in South
Asia and, in turn, learn from them. To quote cur Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi “As experience grows and
lacunae in knowledge are filled, answers will slowly be found to the complex questions of development and
environment. The search for the right answers must go relentlessly. I is a worldwide endeavour to which
India pledges unstinting support.”

For this sharing process among us to suceeed, it is esseptial that we build up the SACEP substantally. It
is no secret that we have not so far succeeded in establishing a strong foundation for our co-operative programme.
The rescurces needed for laying such a strong foundation are small compared to our ecenomic might, even though
our countries are not rich by any standard. Given the will, it is not beyond our means to lay this fourdation
through our own contributions. Of course, where major programmes are concernsd, we can certainly sesk co-
operation with multilateral and bilateral agencies. But the basic infrastructure for dealing with this programroe
should be financed by ourselves. This view of our country had been made doting the last meeting of the Govemning
Coupcil and I will repeat it here. India is prepared to share its part of the burden according te any fair formula
devised by the members. We have already suggested such formulae and I make bold to suggest that it should
be our first priosity duning this meeting to agres oo a formoula for regular contributions by the member countries,
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I am sure that this meeting will result in several sound decisions which lay a solid foundation for the growth
of our environment programnme and in providing an action plan for sustainable development. Before concluding,
I would like to warmly thank the Goverament of Afghanistan for their warm hospitality and for the excellent
arrangements made for this conference. .

I wish Afghanistan resounding success in their attempts for peace and progress.
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ANNEX ¥
ADDRESS BY MR M. J. KAZEM,
DIRECTOR, SOUTH ASIA CO-OFERATIVE
ENYIRONMENT PROGRAMME.,

Your Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen,

On behalf of the South Asla Co-operative Environment Programme, let me extend to you a warm welcome
to Kabul and to the Fourth Governing Council Mecting of SACEP. Here in Afghanistan, it is the dawn of
Spring which naturally brings hope to all of us. It is my earnest hope that the deliberations of this Governing
Council will alse bring a fresh lease of life and impetus to SACEP.  Afghanistan has been a keen supporter of
SACEP and in fact hesting this important mecting is a clear manifestation of the Government of the Republic
of Afghanistan, to support and strengther this young Organisation, for which we are prateful.

One must remember that we all live on one Farth and our dependence is on One biosphere for the sustenance
of life. Each of us strives for survival with littde or no regard to the consequences and the impact on others,
Consumption of earth’s limited resources in some countries 13 alarming whilst others consume far too little and
thereby live with a threat of hunger, poverty and early death, There veeds to be a global concern and a stronger
sense of awareness making this one earth 8 safer and sounder home for us and for the future generations.

Our own region. South Asia, is a region where five of SACEP's member countries have been classified by
the United Nations System as least developed countries. Our region has a population of over one billion people.
While other repicns in the world have reduced their birth rates, South Asia continues to grow at an average rate
of 2.1 per cent a year. Threats of over population, poverty, desertification coupled with numerous instances of
natural dizasters have made this region possibly the most ravaged in the world. The need te harmonize the
relationship between alleviation of poverty, Conservation of scarce natural resources and development is most
felt here. It has to be reiterated that the States in the region have to adopt such development policies that
integrate production with resource conservation and ¢nhancement and aim at the concept of sustainable development.
Such develepment approach prevides a framework for the integration of environmental policies and development
strategies and will meet the needs and aspirations of the present without compromising the ahility to meet those
of the future.

~ SACEP, within a short span of six years, has achieved much, inspits of limited financial resources and

various other constraints, The work in the field of Environmental Legistation, the introduction of Envirenmental

Impact Assessment inte development process and the efforts in combating the menace of loss of Iree cover through

gm declaration of 1988 as the 'Year of Trees for South Asia,” are just a few of the activitics underiaken by this
rganisation.

Perhaps its greatest achievemsnt has besn the introduction of UNEP's Regional Seas Programme into the
region.  But it should be clearly mentioned that compared with the enormous task and acticns required to check
the destruction and deterioration of Environment in the region, cur achicvements are insigificant. This Governing
Council Meeting has a vital role to play to revive the pledges of the Member Countries to consider serigusty
the aspects of collective co-operation in the field of environment and to take decisions which will ensure that
SACEP could continue to function effectively. Firm commitments will have to be made by the Member States
to ensure the financial stability of SACEP. Policy decisions and programme re-formulation will have to be
undertaken in the light of current emviroomental trends, and with the expected increase in workload with the
finalization cof the South Asian Seas Programme, adequate measures will have to be taken to strengthen the
Scoretariat.

For any co-operative programme, the activities and inputs of ach participating state would natorally enhance
the stature of the total eutput. In this respect, it is essential that members who have the potential and capabilities
to contribute more, in order to enrich the activities of SACEP, should do so, in the to spivit of co-operation.
This aspect was reiterated strongly in the past three Governing Council meetings, but unfortunately, no practical
me.zil;res were taken o strengthen the vary foupdation of SACFP and enhance regional co-operaton in this feld
8s desired.

Le¢ me wish all those gathered here a very pleasant stay in Kabul and may the deliberations of this meeting
lﬁe fruitful and contribute significantly towards making SACEP a viable and vibrant entity in the South Asiyn
egion.

Thank you.
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ANNEX V1

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
GOYERNING COUNCIL - FOURTH MEETING

I5th - 26t APEIL 1988

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

S R wm N

19.
11.
12.

AGENDA
Opening of the Meeting
Election of Office Bearcrs _
Adoption of Agenda and Crganisation of Work
Statements by Heads of Member Country Delegations
Statements by United Nations Agencies, International/Regional Organiaations and Aid Consortia
INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
2) SACEP Secretariat

)] Reportl of the Special Committee appointed to Review the issue of the SACEP Vienna Liaison Office
in totality

¢} Subject Area Focal Paints

PROGRAMME MATTERS

a) Review of Priority Programmes and Projects undertaken by SACEP (Director’s Report)
b) Review of Activities of Subject Area Focal Points - Report by Member Countries

¢} PReview of International Co-operation

FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Report of the Consultative Committee of SACEP on the Formula to be adopted for the lha.nug of the
Annnal Expenditure of the SACEP Secretariat

b) Report of the Consutlative Committes of SACEP on the establishment of a Trust Fund
¢) Approval of the latest Annual Audited Report of Accounts of SACEP

d) Approval of Budget for the Secrctariat 1983

Appointment of New Director

Any other matters

Adopticn of Report

Closure of Meeting
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STATEMENT BY THE HEAD OF THE AFGHANISTAN DELEGATION,
HONOURABLE MRE. F. M. TARIN,

MINISTER FOR LIGHT AND FOODSTUFF INDUSTRIES,

REFUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Afghan delegatipp, I ¢xtend my best wishes to the Sonth Asia Co-operative Environment
Progratmue and it gives me great pleasure to welcome the distinguished delegates of the memnber countries and
the representatives of the Umted Matiops Otganisations.

[ take this oppociunity to convey our special thanks to His Excellency Mr Ansari, the Minister of Environment
and Forests of India, represented by Mr Sarma for his great endeavours as the Third Chairman of the SACEF
Governing Council. Mr Ansati has not been able to participate in the Meeting due to official engagements.

Hooourable Guests,

You are well aware that the United Nations Conference on Human Environment held at Stockholn in 1972
made a declaration that “the protection and improvement of human environment is a major issue which affects
the well being of the people and economic Jevelopment throughout the world”. Sipce then there has boen growing
teadency in the developed and devloping coustries to mapags the environmental problems for their sustained
development. In most of the developing covmries the Government machinery for environmental management is
stll at a formative stape,

The Government of Republic of Afghanistan is keen to strepgthen envirosmental management in the country
and believes that the development projects which are environmentally sound, pot only add to the wealth of the
commumity but also provide protection of useful or chenshed features of man’s habitat.

The development plans and strategies of the Government of Afghanistan include among other pricrity objectives,
the conservation apd extension of forestry in the country. Forests constitute one of the important natural resources
of the country and by rational utilisation of this resource, the individual as well as social sconomy of the country
can be strengthened. Therefore, the Government plans to enhance the technical aod planning capability of its
Forestry and Range management for increased wood production through strengthening the institutional frame-work,
applied research and extension, demonstrating production and benefits of high quality planting matenials to improve
the low yield of existing plantations in the country; as developing a cadre of trained personnel.

Distinguished Delegates,

As you are aware the year [98% has betn designated by SACEP as Year of Trees for Asia and Pacific. Te
a:hmev:h_'h this objective, the Government of Afphanistan is undertaking a vast programme; the special features of
wnich are:

- A programme of afforestation and re-afforestation has been lauached and will be continwed through planting
the arcas located largely in watersheds for protection of agricultural land against erosion.

- Improve current programupe, the better management of forest purserics to raise vanous [orestry species
seedlings to fulfil the increasing demand of the public.

Implkmenting a voluntary programme of planting tress for greenery purposes all over the coumtry.

- Introducing and improving the programme of supply and distribution of ssedlings to the people to promote
greenery and improve the ecological condibions.

Establishment of audic visual facilities to create awareness, enthusiasm and co-operation between the people
and forestry department in providing poplars and other fast growing species.

- A programme of improvement of indigenous poplars through rejuvenation of the stock.
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Distinguished Delegates,

Desettification is a serfous problem in Afghanistan. Request was made for consultancy services from UNDP
under the project, *“Combating Desertification through Integrated Development™. One of the most importaot
projects te combat desertification in Afghanistan is thtough the integrated development approach in Siestan
depression over a vast area in the south western region of the country, As wou aré aware that Afghanistan is
the Facal Poinl for the Subject Matter Arca of Social Forestry, a separate paper on the details of our activity in
this field has been prepered which will be preseoted in this meeting under the respective agenda item.

Distinguished Delegates and Honourable Guests,

Afghzpistan is rich in new and renmewable sources of emérgy such as sodar, wind, biogas and micro-hydel
rescurces.  In Afphanistan traditional types of energy sources such as firewood, charcoal, crop residue and animal
dung which are used as fucls in the rural areas for domestic purposes constitube about 75 to 80 per cent of the
total energy conusmption in the country. The development of renewable source of energy in fture will certainly
haves great impact on partially solving the #nergy crisis in Afghanistan.

The Gowernment of Republic of Afghanistan has establithed a project titled “New and renewabls Boergy
Centre” under the Ministry of Electrical Energy in Kabul with the United Nations aid to carry ont applied
research, desigp and development of new and rerewable encrgy equipments etc. Realising the importance of
deveiopment and proper utilisation of the new and repewable sources of energy in the countryside, proposals for
sirengthening of the New and Renewable Energy Restarch and Developruent Centee of the Ministey of Electrical
Encrpy has been submitted to the United Mations Development Progtamme in Kabul. (Copy of the project
proposals is available with the Secretariat of this Mesting).

Afghanistap is also actively pursning objectives, goals and programmes of the Interpational Drieking Water
Smpply and Sanitation Decade. The foliowing United Mations sponsored projects in the water ard sanitation
sector are currently underway:

— Water Management, Sapitation for Kabul City,
— Solid Waste Management in Kabul City,
-~ Kabul Water Supply, Hospital Sanitation etc.

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The importance of environmental education as an integral part of general educaticn, has been recognised by
the concerned Afghan autheriliess. The decision makers in the field of education in the Republic of Afghapistan
are seriously searching for ways and means te introduce énvironmental studies at all grades, levels in most of
the subjects, in manners approprigte to the subject areas. ages of the children and conditions of the Jocal
environment.

The Goveemment of Afghanistan has alwaye been a staunch supporter of SACEP and looks forward to the
attemnpts of SACEP in solving the environmental problems of our region. While Afghanistan fully supporis the
programmes of SACEP, we would be pleased to co-operate closely with other member countriss of SACEP to
realise the objectives and aspirations of the organization.

We appreciate and congratulate SACEP for the geod progress made in formulation and implementation of the
projects like - Ervironmental Legislation, Integrated Energy Saving Domestic Stoves and Fuelwood Systems Project
etc. We hope by strengthening the ipstitutional structure and resources of SACEP, it will be possible to have
better liaison between the SACEP Secretanist apd the Focal Points.  The Governing Council long time ago adopied,
a resolution to strenpthen the institutionpal strocture of SACEP but not much ruccess has been achitved even iill
date parhape doe to inadequate financial respurces available with SACEP. We commend the Consultative Council
of SACEP for its efforts to find an acceptable formula for the rolution of this problem and suggest that contribution
of the member countries should be solicited in addition to the assistance being received from the internatiopal
furding agencies and dopor countries. :

Likewise we support the ¢co-operation between SACEP and other organisations in the region in particular with
the South Asian Association for Repional Co-operation (SAARC).  Afghanistan itself 15 interested in the activitics
of SAARC and has already submitted its proposals for the membership of SAARC and looks forward to active
participation in thiz Repional Organisation.

Let me conclude by thanking you for your kind attention. I congratunlate the Director and ibe staff of SACEFP
for the excellent documentation and preparations for this meeting,
Thank you.
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ANNEX ¥VIH

STATEMENT BY THE LFADER OF THE BHUTANESE DELEGATION,
H.E. ME DAGO TSHERING,

DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS,

ROYAL GOYERNMENT OF BHUTAN

Mr Chairman,

At the oatset, [ would like to extend my felicitations 1o you on your election as the Chairman of rthis Counei
Meating. 1 would also like 1o congratulate the Yice Chairmen and the Rapportewr in their clection. Under your
guidance, I am coofident that the deliberations of this meeting will be fruitful

Mr Chajrman, we in Bhutan in the process of development attach great imporiance to the conservation and
protection of our environment. We have launched the Sixth Five Year Pian m 1987. In Bhutan sevenoty per
cent of our land is covered by forests. Based on the principles of silviculture aflforestation is an important part of
the proprammes of the Sixth Five Year Plan. Realising the fact that the forest is vital for & balanced development,
the copservation of forests started in the Fifties.

Due to the compulsion of our physical kandscape and panire’s arbitrariness, agriculiure oocupies & position of
the most sigmficant degree in Bhutan, Therefore, protection of water catchment areas and finding alternatives to
the menace of stash and burn are receiving prierity.

There are other programmes for participation of the people through social forstry., Such activities are
lnunched to meet the local demands of fodder, firewood and small timber needs of the village community in the
Jong run. Bhutan is well endowed with varieties of wild Jife species and for their protection hunting is restricted
in the sanctuaries and the areas designated as the national parks.

Because of man's capacity to despoil his own environment and the increasing risk of degradation, the campaign
for protection of ecology is being extended even 10 schools. This is being done because of our increasing concern
for environowental degradation gnd with the hope that the younger generation in the country will contioue te pay
egual attention to the importance of balanced development.

Bhutan s a land-locked country, Jocated ms we are im the beart of the Himalayas. Among our material
resources, the greatest onquesticnably is the land.  Bot we have also come to realise that our people have epormous
capacity for destroving the valued natural vesources Perhaps Bhotan is no exception in this respect. When we
look around us and beyond our pgeographical boupdarics and even in our own region, people did cut down aod
burn most of the oseable timber from Forested hillsides and valleys. They overgrazed and denuded the grasslands,
killed most of the wild life and much of the Ash incloding other water life.  Such situgtions caused erasion, clogging
of the streams, reservoirs, imigadon channels, and harbours with silt. 1o the name of explovation and exploitation
of natural resources and mining of minerals people continuously assavited tbe favourable environment. They then
moved to the new land. Through such process the favourable environment is redvweed to degradation.

Mr Chairman, out region is also now muoch more densely populated than it was in earlier times.  Generally
speaking the rate of chanpe has enormously accelerated, and there are po new lund to mowe oo The risk of
over-exploitation of the remaining forests is ominonsly high.  The similarity of our conditions coupled with an
wdentificacity of life style stand out as great boon to make joint concerted efforts al the repional level o solve
problems of regiongl nature.

The situation in our region is not irretrievable.  Thus we must find ways and means of using our resourees
wisely. SACEP to this end could facilitate to provide the coodizens for greater solidarity beyond our mational
boundaries. We believe, an attack on poverty netd not be an assault on our environment. It is in the hght of
these factors that co-operation and sharing of experiences among the SACEP members assume special importance
and relevance. I the otpanisation can help wentify areas of co-operation and exchaoges, we should take
advantape of the opporunity and make concented efforts in pooling oor experiences,

it is apparest from the reports of the past Council Mectings that there is a wealth of experience in the region
and these experiences can be transmitted in many ways to msoive our <ommon probiem.



While some spread through published literature and personal exchanges, most can be transmitted through
training and pasticipation and visits to each other countries and organised field programmes. The documents
before us, prepared by the SACEP Secretariat indicates the line of activities for co-operation. My delegation is
appreciative of the hard work done by the Director and his stafl in preparing these useful documents. We are

hopeful that through such process the spirit of co-operation among the member countries will further be
strengthenad.

Mr Chairman, in the finel analysis development should mean taking our place in our aarroundings with
greater awareness of what it means te us.  Just as the countries are inter-dependant so are the people to their

cultvre, landscape, forest and flora and favma whick make vp their total environment as well aa their total
TESOULTES, .

Mr Chairman, one thing is apparent that the development process is becoming increasingly influenced by
international forees. ‘The external influence invariably affects the lives of our people and the process of develop-
mental activities in the region. So solutions to these problems are inevitably international. So we hope the

concerned UN Organisations and the countries beyond our region will not shy away from fulfilling their
responsibilities.

In conclusion I am tempted 1o share a paragraph from a book written by two highly experienced ecologists,
Tom Dale and Vernor Gill Carter.  Their bock is called “Top Soil and Civilisation.” 1n the opening paragraphs
they wrote, “Civilised man was nearly always able to become master of his environment temporarily. His chief

treubles came from his delusions that his temporary mastership was permanent.  He thought himseff as *““Master
of the World" while failing tc understand fully the laws of pature.

Mazn, whether civilised or savage, is a child of nature, he ia oot the master of nature. He must conform
his actions to certain natural laws, if be is t0 maintain his dominance over his ¢nvironment. When he tries 1o

circutnvent nature, he usually destroys the natural environment that sustains him. And when his envircnment
deteriorates repidly, his civilisation declines,™

Lastly, on behalf of my delegation, and on my own behalf, 1 would like to express our sincere thanks to our

host, the Government and the people of Afghanistan, for their generous hospitality and the arrangements made
for thizs Fourth Council Meeting of SACEP.
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ANNEX IX
STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF INDIAN DELEGATION

Mr Chairman and Distinguished Guests,

[ have preat pleasure in participatiog in this meeting of the Fourth Governing Council of the SACEP. We
had met more than a year ago in New Delhi and had taken some important decisions afler exiensive discussions.
It is now time © review the action taken on these decisions and remove the impediments in the patk of cur
Prograss.

We, of the South Asia, have come together on this co-operative programme as we have similar environmental
problems. We are all determined to proceed on the path of economic development fast in order to remove the
stigma of poverty attached to millions of our citizens, We have also realised more than 2 decade ago, that this
path will be a dead end unless the environment and natural resources which are the very foundation for develop-
ment are protected effectively.

This conclusion bas been amply confirmed by the Report of the World Commission on Environment and
Development submitted in 1987. The report has identified the common concerns of population, food supply,
health, conservation of species and ecosystems, energy, industry and urban agglomerations. It has made several
suggestionz 0. help the mankind to extricate jtself from (he mornss created by its shortsighted attitude towaeds
grave problems of ¢nvironment It has also stressed the responsibilities of the international financing institutions
n protecting the sovircnment.

We are all aware of the enthusiastic response given to this repert and its broad endorsement by the United
Nations. We, in SACEP, feel beartened that our co-operative efforts have received additional support from this
reporl.  We have always been urging that the global economic system dominated by interests which have already
usad much of the planct’s mlogicaf capital should be changed radically if the poverty of the millions is to be
alleviated. This poverty is at the root of the over exploitation of natural resources of our connties, Many
countrics draw heavily on non-renewable tesources just to survive in the present inequitous system. These and
other factors need to be corrected substantially by the international commuaity.

We, on our part, must resist the temptation of emphasising development and ignoring envirevment. India,
doring the last two decades, has attempted te protect the enviromment throvgh several steps such as survey and
tonservation of- natural resources, impact assessment of development projects, pollution contrel and regeneration
of the degraded parts of the environment wherever necessary. We have an extensive programme of research,
education and traiming to support our efforts. We lay a great stress on creation of environmental awareness
among all sections of our population. We are prepared Lo share our experiences with other members in South
Asia and, in tarn, leamn from them. To quote our Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi “'As experience grows and
lacunae in knowledge are filled, answers will slowly be found to the complex guestions o development and
environment. The search For the right answers must go relentlessly, It is a worldwide endeavour te which
India pledges unstinting support.”

For this sharing process among us to succeed, it it essential that we build up the SACEP substantially. It
is no sccret that we have not so far succeeded in establishing a strong foundation for our co-operative Programme.
The resources needed for laying such a streng foundation are small compared to our economic might, éven though
our couptries are net rich by any standard. Given the will, it is not beyond our means to lay this foundation
through our own contributions. OF course, where major programmes are concerned, we can ceriainly setk co-
operation with muitilateral and bilateral agencies. But the basic infrastructure for dealing with this programme
should be financed by cniselves. This view of our country had been made during the last meeting of the Governing
Council and I will repzat it here. India is prepared to share its part of the burden according to any fair formula
devised by the members. We have already suggested such formulae and I make bold to suggest that it should
be our fiust priority during this meeting to agree on a formula for regular contributions by the member countries.

I am sure that this mecting will result in several sound decisions which lay a solid foundation for the growth
of gur environment programme and in providing an action plan for sustainable development. Before concluding,
¥ would like to warmly thapk the Government of Afghanisten for their warm hospitality and for the excellent
arrangements made for this conference.

1 wish Afghanistan resounding success in their attempts for peace and progess.
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ANNEX X

STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE IRANIAN DELEGATION,
MR AHAMAD KHUDADADI,

CHARGE IP AFFAIRES,

EMBASSY OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN,
AFGHANISTAN

1 on behalf of my country participate in this conference, B country which has strongly felt the problems and
other matters relating to the environment. Io spite of the {act that the Imperalists and Weo Colonialists with their
Cariels and trustees who used to take the resources and minerals of the third world and through these activities
ﬂ;'eifh destro dﬂm environment, they are stili not satisfied and try to get more benefite from the limited resources
of this world.

We have beard of the history of a special kind of gas which is used to produce sprays and we alse know
that the extraction of this gas is banned as this gas forms & covering round the earth and prevents dangerous
gases from reaching the earth, but in spite of repeatsd warnings by enviconmental ofganisations and other
International organisations, this gas is extracted by the big Imperialist companies thereby posing a8 bleak and
unknown future for the people of the 215t centﬂu;ly. Futthermore these Imperialist organisatioos manufacture
dangerous weapons and give them to our criminally active neighbours who have used them for the past nine
years in the imposed war, on the orders of their masters. This caused pollutioa in ome of the historical and
strategic areas of the world.

Attacks on the tanker ships which was started by the criminal regime and the continued attacks on our oil
welis in the Persign Gulf by the same Western Countries goes to make the Persian Gulf a stagnant area of Water
and the effects of thiz to the envivonment will be more dangercusly felt in the South Western region.

Bombardment by the use of Chemical Weapons on civilian ﬁr&ns, cities and villages will have its long term
effects and will inevitably destroy the environment.

- We hope that one day some section of mankind would rzalise this and the Impenalist Cartels and Trustees
will give more thought to the environment and become aware and think much more of the innocent human
beings whe want to live in peace.

- We hope that one day will come when nobody would manufacture Chemical Weapons and use them.,

- We hope that one day mineral and industrial resources will be utilised only for legitimate purposes.

- We hope that cne day that the atomic homb would be destroyed and the atomic energy will be used oaly
for development.

= We hope that the explading of any kind of atomic device will be banned.

- We hope that one day human resoorces will not be spent for making dangerous weapons but using the
resources for the welfare of the people and make the enovironment safe.

- We hope that the use of chemical weapons on the people of Halabcheh which caused the death of over 6000
innocent Kurdish peopk will not be repeated. .

- We hope that chemical weapons will not be used against innocent people and

~ We hope that the envicenment of the Persian Gulf will be free of poilution and the Imperialist will leave
the area,

So that Peace and Friendship will be established in the region and the environment will be safe.
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ANNEX X1

STATEMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE SRI LANKA DELEGATION.
HONOURARBLE D. B. WIJETUNGE,

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH
AND MINISTER OF FOOD.,

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SR1 LANKA.

Mr Chairman,
Distingui Delegates,

| am pleased 1o have had this oppertunity to address the 4th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP,
as the Leader of the 56 Lanka delegation. First, it is both my duty and my pleasure to express our gratitnde
to cur host - the Government of Afghanistan for the kind and warm hospitality extended to us.

Today, we are meeting at a time when the need to find solutions te environmental probisys has become
critical. Indeod at no time in human history, has the need for remedial action been so urgent and insistent.

All of us art now well aware that the ooly place where human life can exist in it natural form is on the
surface of the planet Earth. If we do oot nurture the envirpnmental patrimony wiich we have inherited, we will
be the last generation to enjoy it. It is in this coatext that I ask you to remember that the obligation of this
Conference are not only to our peoples and to our age - our commitment must alse be (0 those as yet unborn.

During recent decades, the energies and efforis of all our countries were :ncreasingly focusseed on the goals
of development. But, while populations grew faster than the mte of food production, while millions of people
remained poor and undernourished; nations continued with the process of depleting their namral resources,

As the year 2000 draws near, our people will need more of everything. They will meed more food, more fresh
water, more houses and mere taw matenals. Therefore, the main concern of all our natiopal actions would
undoubtedly be both the qualitative and quantitative improvement of living standards and living conditions of our
people.  This would iteply an even higher development effort. Such an endeavour wenld be hased on the
pursuit of work, of social organisations and of technologists.

Most importantly, this endeavour has to be based on (e rational use of natural resources. During the recent
past, the world has become increasingly disenchanted with the validity of conventional growth patterns. There is
the increasing realization that development and covironment are inter-Jependent; that loag-term development cao
only be achieved through sound environmental management.

The depletion of the resource base, and the resulting environmental crisis, is seen all over the world. But it
is most acute in our developing countries; especially in South Asta. The peopulation that we have to deal with
is much larger; the poverty in large paris of the region is mors widespread; the disparities are more strikmg than
in developed countries or in other developing regions; and the legitimate aspirations of peoples could well erode
our natural habitat further.

On the other hand, thers are rich traditions in our South Asian Region to draw upon. As you are aware
Sri Lanka is a small island which had a well dewedoped civilization dating back to pre-Christianp time. 1n the
oid agranan socictics of our countries, with theiv anmual eycles of sowing, growth and harvests, the bharmony of
pature and human beings was maintained. Our yelipions and cultural traditions are more conducive to austerity
and a disciplined life-style. Therefore, it is time that we reinforce our historic covenants between man and tature
and apply new disciplites in our march towards development. Physical metheds alone will not provide all these
answers. It is necessary to have a repaissance of traditional values. [ call upen this Confercnce to accept this
challenge - to perceive and advance environmentalism within the framework of our traditional verities. This, 1
believe, is the only alternative left for achieving realistic national growth.

Distinguished Delegates, as you are aware, sinoe its inception the SACEP has come a long way. There is
an awareness 1o foster sustainable development withoutl destroying the resource hase. Though beset by various
hardships and problkms we have courageously attempied to achieve cur goals and targets. It has contributed a
great deal to the sharng of common experiepces traditions ard ethics in our co-operative efforts towards the
protection of the environment in our region
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We are proud to record chat both the Meeting of Ministers in 1981 to establish SACEP as well as the First
Governing Council Meeting were imaugurated in Colombo by the Hen. the Prime Minister of Sri Lanks. We ame
fortunate to have its bead office in Colombo and we are continuing to provide the host facilities for the purpose
ol achieving environmentally, sound development in the region.

SACEP has identified Sri Lanka as its focal point for environmental impact assessment and environmert and
deviepment. I am happy to state that my country has achieved considerable progress in incorporating the
envirgnmental dimension into the national planning process. We have developed stratepies and procedures for the
applicatien of environmental impeact assessment. Environmental impact assessment has been made mandatory for
all devlopment projects and programmes, both in the public and private sectors since 1984. Now we erc engaged
in developing an appropriate and & workablke methodology to incotposate environmental concerns into regional and
loca) level planning and development processes,

We have conducted a number of training courses including a regiona! workshop on Environmental Impact
Assesement (EIA) procedures.

At the First Governing Council Meeting the resolution mooted by the Sri Lankan delegation for *The Year of
the Trees” in South Asia in 1938 was unanimously adopted. This was not only fully endorsed by the UNEP, but
also extended to encompass the whole of Asia and the Pacific Region. In this connection Sri Lanka has launched
the catalytic ‘Hundred Million Trees Programme’ which i{s the 5t Lankan contribution te mark ‘The Year of
Treessst;ﬂ] South Asia 1988 We are very bappy to announce that this programme is about to be completed
sucee ¥.

Several programmes initiated by SACEP during this period such as the South Asian Seas Programme, Survey
of Legisletion and Institutions in SACEP Begion have proved the uvsefulness of co-operative action to combat
the environmental problems of the region.

Dnstinguished Delegates, all of us have come from developing countries. Most of out preblems are common
to all of us. Most of them are deeply rooted in poverty, rapid population growth and socio-economic changes,
At the same time, in our Region, there is an urgent need for development. Poverty itself brings in its wake,
environmental degradation. Therefore, it is no longer possible to contrast the preservation of the environment
with the necessity for development. Thus, it is in this context that our sirategies for the preservation and
beiterment of the environment would coincide with development. Both should be related and inseparable
expressions of the capacity of man to improve his life as well as to provide for the well being of future generations.

In the last 2 years, sustainable development has been placed on the World Apenda particularly on the Agenda
of the UNEF by important docoments such as 'Our Common Future” - the Report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development. Sostainable development iz a process that ensures the protection and conservation
of the natural resources base while permitting the rational utilization of such resources. The path of sustainable
development should be started by reviving growth. Without growth and development nothing will be le=ft for
humar survival. '

South Asia is a comparatively siall region with Nimited resources and high population densit:,r; Most of the
people are divectly dependant on patural resoutces such as land, water and soil. Ther is no alterpative to meet
'Tit;dbasic needs of the common people other than pursuing a path of rapid economic and social growth and

opment.

Distingunished Delegates, we are firmly convinced that the alternate development model that we are seeking
shounld be firmly based on sustainability, self-reliance and community participation. For thousands of years, the
people in our countries used local resources prudently and handed them over intact from generation to generation.
This may have been accomplished as a part of their traditions and values which were based on living in harmony
with nature. o terms of material possessions they may have been poor. But as for the right balance between
people and environment as well as development and nature, they were undoubtedly rvicher than we are today.
Cur regolve at this Conference should be to atiempt the restoration of 1that balance. While we should do what we
can to bring the material benefits of modern science and technology 1o increase the standards of living of cur
people, we must sirive to apply a less wasteful development pattern.

Thus the incorporation of environmental concerns into the decision making process from the grass root level

up tc the nmational level, has become an urgent and timely need. Successful incorporation of ¢ovironmental
compeonents inte the development strategies depend on the formulation apd adeption of an appropriate and
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workable methodolegy that is conducive in the context of developing countriss. The approach should be a bottom
up process rather than a top down process. We have fo addiess the real decision makers, namely the farmers,
the small land owners and the common people. It should be an integrated, a holistic and a multi-sectoral
approach rather than the traditional sectoral approach.

Not only that, we have to change attitudes to develop pew ethics. We have to establish strong environmentat
organizations not cnly st oational level but also at the grass oot level In order to achieve this, no doubt, we
have to strive hard. Finding envitonmentally sound strategies to achieve socio-economic and political goals is not
an easy task. This task cannot be achieved in isolation. The tme thus hes come for us to get together to
address this problem collectively. We have to sustain the future of our shared region and slsc to sustain our
common ethics and common humanity, This would be the most valvable legacy for the future.

Let me now conclude by thanking our host - the Government of Afghanistan once again. Let me commend
the Director and the Staff of SACEP for the excellent arrangements made for this meeting. While offering our
best wishes to SACEP, let me also reiterate Sri Lanka's commitment for achieving the objectives of SACEP.
I have no doubt that this forum will strengthen closer ties among all our South Asian Countries.

I thank you.



ANNEX XI
STATEMENT BY DR. R. D. DESHPANDE,
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS OFFICER,
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME,
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC,
BANGKOK, THAILAND

On behalf of the United Nations Environment Programme, let me convey to you sincere greetings and best
F;iah;s _f‘rn::d Dtrh MPEdTﬁglba. Executive Director of UNEF and Dr Nay Htun, Director and Regional Representative
or Asia I R .

At the outset, I would Jike to thark the Government of Afghanistan for their hospitality for this meeting
inspite of many other pressing demands, which is clearly indicative of their dedication to dealing with the prablems
of the emvironment. .

I would alse like this opportunity to commend Mr Kazem, the Director of SACEP for looking after his
responsibilities in a spirit of dedication under very difficuls circumstances.

TUNEP has been privileged to be closely involved with the Sonth Asia Co-operative Environment Frogramme
(SACEP) since its establishment in 1981, e importance of SACEP's motto - “before you look outside for what
you need, look inside for what you have” - cannot but he overstressed in the present context when all international
organizations are facing severe rasource constraints. UNEP strongly believes in promoting the endogencus
capabilities of the SACEP countries for overcoming their envircnmental problems and werking out the harmenious
balance between the process of development and resources of nature.

Because of the great diversity in regard to topography, rainfall and water, sails, Bora and fauna, envirenmental
challenges are many and BACEP will need to make rimined efforts especially in tackling shared forms of
environmental problems such as desertification, dryland degradation deforestation, (conservation of wildlife and plant
species 50 essential to ensure genetic diversity), soil erosion and salinization, water shortage and pollution, and
spread of environmentally linked diseases. Industrial pollution has assumed serious proportions because of rapid
growth in the manufacturing sector. These challenges are formidable, and therefore deep commitment and firm
resolve on the part of the SACEP countrics would be needed to tackle these in a spirit of self-reliance. This
should not be difficult for SACEP countries which share glorious religious and cultural traditions and spiritual
values so essential for ensuring sustainable development.

This decads has withessad heightened concern especially among developing countries about environmental issues
such as misuse of environmental resources. These concerns have been distilled in UNEP's document “The
Environmental Perspactive to the Year 2000 and Beyond"” which represents a gonsensus of the views of more than
%0 governments who took part in drafting it. And it has been endorsed, at the UN General Assembly by nearly
100 other governments. It states “The overall goal must be the advancement of human well-being that is
sustainable cn the basis of prudent management of available natural resources and envircnmental capacities and
the rehabilitation of degraded and mis environments”. These wise words would provide stimulus to decision-
mekers, including those in  this meeting involved in trying to turn that official conviction into govermment
commitment and action.

To the end of the century and beyond, the World Commission Report and the Environmental Perspective are
dominated by two themes: interdependence and sustainability. In the environmental context, interdependence rests
on facts of ecological linkages whick know no frontiers, They require co-cperation and respond to common action.
There are many areas, those are opportunities for and benefits from improved international co-operation. In many
cases, countries may have to face serious consequences if such co-operation is not strengthened. The interssts of
the nations are intertwined and not even the most advanced nation can solve problems in isolation. Economic
development has to be balanced and guided by environmental limits. It 15 in conformity with this spirit that
SACEP countries have to redouble their efforts and intensify co-operation and benefit through sharing of their
experiences.

SACEP has prepared a coherent framework of idess and action and has identified a number of subject areas
of prierity concern to SACEP countries. It has been UNEP's endeavour to encourage vigorous efforts to address
the problems in these subject areas. One of the principal areas in which UNEP has the capability to assist member
governments is the management of ocean resources and prevention of ocean polluticn.
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One of the more successful environmental ventures of UNEP 18 its Regional Seas Programme. The Programine
was imitiated in 1974 and has enjoyed the repeated endorscments of UNEP's Governing Counctl on ity regonal
approach Lo the contral of marine aad coastal arcas pollution and management of these resources through the
development of megional action plzns.

The Regional Seas Programime at present inchudes 10 regions. The first regional action plan was developed
and adopted in 1974 for the Meditertanean. 1 the ensning years a further cight regions adopted sction
which now invalve over 120 States, 14 United Mations agencies and over 40 other international and regional
organizations taking pari in UNEP's effort to protect the marnine envircnment and promote sound management
plactices.

The tenth region in UFNEP's Regional Seas Programme is the South Agian Seas, where hve of the SACEP
couniries that share common marine and coastal enviropnenial problems have decided to initiate this programme.

Initially UNEP was confident that with teliance on the experieace gained in the other nine Regional Seas
Programmes the development of a sinilar action plan for the South Asian Seas would be the least costly and
time consuming. However, after over five years of effonts and devoting considerable financial and manpower
resources, as well as co-operation extended by SACEP in this eodeavour, it i3 regrettable to aote that the
development of the action plan for the South Asian Seas région has not béen as expeditious or trouble free as
originally expected. Paradoxically, UNEP has been able to work faster aml more efficiently in regions where, in
connection with the protection of their marine envirooment, soow Staies with strong conflicting political views amwd
even bring ¢ngaped in armed conflict have been brooght topether where despite their differences they have agreed
to co-operate oo the control of theit roarioe and coastal pollution.

The deiay in the development of the South Asian Seas regional programime is not doe to UNEP's lack of
commitment or efforts. Perhaps a brief look at the history of the events s¢ far could provide a clut or possibly
an answer on how the problem can now be tackled and resolved with the least delay.

Following 1be decision 10/20 of UNEP's Governing Council in 1982 and 2 mission of a high kevel consultant
to the coastal Stawes of SACEP, the Executive Director of UNEP submitted his recommendations to the eleventh
session of the Governing Courcil. By decision 117 of 24 May 1983, the UNEFP Governing Council noted “the
copsultations carcied oot in accordance with Council decision 10720 of 31 May 1982 and mquestsd “the Execulive
Director 1o designate the South Asian Seas as a region to bé included in the Regional Seas Programme, in close
“collaboration with the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme and Governments in the region, amd to
assist in the formulation of a plan of action for the environmental protection of the South Asian Seas™

As a follow-up to the decision 11/7 of the Governing Conocil and in spite of a period of sewere financial
austerity measures enpulfing UNEP and the whole United Natiops system, UNEP has convened a total of three
meetings to discuss possible steps leading te the adoption of an action plan.

The first meeting of national focal peints (Bangkok, 19-21 March 1984) recominended preparation of a number
of docoments, including individual country reports on national marine and coastal problems, an overview based
on the couniry reports addressing the problem in a regional context and varous draft documents soch as the
action plan reflecting the conclusions of the country reports and the overview, one on legislative aspecis of the
action plan and a draft of institutional and finaocial arrangenwents needed for the implementation of the action plan.

Al these documeats were prepared by UNEP and as recommended by the first meeting of national focal
points they were presented to a meeting of experts which UNEP, in co-operation with SACEP, convened in
Bangkok during 2-5 December 1986,

The meeting of experts reviewed and revised these documents and tecommended SACEP, as the potential
secretariat of tbe action pian, to prepare proposals covering various aspects of the Trust Fund and the
secretariat of the action plan. The meeting alse identified six priority projects and recommended to
implement them, subject ta the availability of funds, prior to the formal adoption of the artion plan.

In response to this recommendation UNEFP allocated funds from its limited financial resources and has
already initiated the implementation of two of these priority projects, with the assistance of TMO and TEHCN,
at a total cost of US § 247,000 of which US $ 175,000 is provided from the resgurees of the Environment Fund
and the rest by IMO and IUCN respectively. UNEP has also provided funds to SBACEP to develop a project
proposal for one of the prionity projects identified by 1he meeting of experts and is formulating the proposals
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for a further two projects with the assistance of IOC and UNESCO respectively. The last priotity project is

being developed by ESCAP as its contribution to the developmeat of the action plan. Implementation of the

four remaining projects requires an additional US $ 469,000 from UNEPF’s Eovironment Fund and an estimated

US $ 250,000 from ather international organizations. Without taking into account the requirements neaded for

tuhgse‘ﬁfgga‘ Srfgnaining projects, UNEP's total past support tc the development of the action plan amounted to
18, .

Following these activities, the second meeting of the rational focal points was convened last year by UNEP
in Bangkok during 7-11 December 1987. It was expected that this meeting by adopting a consolidated approach
to the proposed future institytionsl and financia! arrangements needed for the support of the action plan, wounlkd
pave the way for the adoption of the action plan in early 1988 by a high level inetrgovernments] meeting.
Regrettably, as it will be reported in greater detall by the SACEP Secretariat under agenda item 7 of this i
the meeting not only failed te contribute towards adoption of a consolidated approach but by not supporting ot
endorsing the recommendations of previous meetings, it has in effect ignored the previous efforts and achievements
of all involved and reversed the progress made in the past years., Furthermore, the tuming of a statement iy &
report prepared by the scientists of the region, acting in their perscnal capacity, into a major political issue by
certnin hational focal points is considered with grave concern.

UNEP remaing committed te the development of a programme for the South Asian Seas region, and is certain
that this sentiment is shared by SACEP's Secretariat toe, although the outcome of the last meeting of national
focal points is casting a serious doubt on the witlingness of the States concerned to negotiate the adoption of &
regional programme and a suitable legal and financia) framewerk for the implementation of such a programme,
Therefore, unless the concerned SACEP Governments clearly express and demonstriae their long-term pelitical and
financial commitment as well as their willingness to revive the desire to develop en action plan for the region,
there is very littde more that UNEP can contribute at this stage.

UNEF has been co-operating with SACEP in a number of activities. Catalytic assistance has been provided
to cnabling SACEP member countries to commemorate the Day of the Trees on § March 1988, preparation of
gudio-visual programmes for distribution to member countries, publication of SACEP Mewsletter and consultancy
and logistical support towards organization of this and all the past meetings of the Governing Coumncil.

In other activities, SACEP joined UNEP, with generons flnancal support from the Netherlands Government,
in organizing & senior level expert workshop in March last year at Colombo, to evaluate benefit and constraints
of Environmental Impact Assessment in SACEP countries. The workshop attracted wide attention thronghont
Asia and the Pacific region. Printed copies have been distributed to a large number of government sgencies in
SACEP countries involved in economic development and sustainable use of natural resources,

In India, UNEFP coilaborated with National Wasteland Development Board, East-West Centre, Hawaii,
Australian Government, and with Canadian International Development Agency funds and organized a successful
workshop oa ecomomics of dryland degradation and cehabilitation. The workshop provided useful input for
refining the products of the global project particularly {iY Case Studies and (ii) Techoical Guide. - These will be
widely disseminated. UNEP has conveyed to the Ganga directorate, its willingness to provide catalytic assistance
if required by the Govetnment of India so that India’s experience in Ganga tiver clsan-up can be widely shared
by other countries.

Assistance has also been given to the project supported by the Ministry of Environment, Government of
India, for preparation of monograph on the Repeneration of Pushkar Lake Valley Ecosystem - a case study in
environmental management to combat desertification.

Twelve ingtitutions and laboratories located in Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka are collabortaing with 1FNEP
i developing a MNetwork in Industrial Envitonmentz]l Management (NIEM) starting with the pulp and paper
industry, with funding support from Swedish Intermational Development Agency (SIDA). Under NIEM, two
studies have been sponsored on discharge characterization and receiving water quality evaluvation and assessment
environmental impact of small existing mills.

In Bhutan snd Nepal, UNEP iz continning discussions with the Asian Development Bank to assist in
environmental institution strengthening so as to improve the countries’ capabilities to plan for sustainable
development taking intc account the major environments]l concerns, namely, forest repensration, management,
efficient nse, watershed protection, environmentalfecclogical balance, wildlife protection, appropriate land use and
other related areas.
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In Pakistan, UNEP collaborated with ESCAP in organizing a National Seminac on Environmental Manage-
ment for Administrations. The workshop procecedings hawe been printed and will be distributed 10 UNEP and
ESCAP focal points. UNEP also hopes to collsborate with Sind Arid Zone Development Authority (SAZDA)
for combating desertification and rehabititating productivity of the arid lands in Sind proviner.

In Bangladesh, UNEP will be collaborating with ESCAP in the organization of training scminar on enoviron-
meatsl managerwent for administrations. Following the official visit of the Executive Director of UNEP to
Bangladesh, UNEP has indicated its willingness to assist in strengthening institutional mechamisms e.g. reviewing
and upgrading environmenta] legislations and machirery; linkages with other legisiations and identity gaps.

As a follow-up of the mcommendations of UNEP sopported workshop on sound environmental management
of tourism, UNEP # Irying to catalyze support from intersational agencies and bilateral donors to underiake B
project for recharging the aquifers amd stopping the contamination of slender ground water resgurces.

In Sri Lanpka, UNEP has provided assistance to the Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy, in establishing
an Enviroomental Fellowship which will forus on forestry comservation.  UNEP bopes to assist the National
Aquatic Resources Apgency {NARA) towards the development of the National Aquatic Resources Management
Plan apd the Mational Marine Maminals Programme,

1n addition to these activities, UNEP has provided assistapce to NGOs in Bangladesh, Indis, Sr Lanks and
Nepal in various activities aimed at enhancing emvironmental awareness or for holding specalized sexumars and
workshops.

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, UNEF has thux been responding to specific requests from SACEP
couniries and the number of such requests is growing every year. We, in the UNEP, commend SACEPs cfforts.
UNEF will continne to support your efforts within our lmited capacity. UNEP would like to urge member
countries to give adequatc and timely assistance so that SACEP cap carry out its functions in the most efficient
myanmer and emerpe as a powerful instrument for enbancing sub-regional co-cperation and promoting sustainable
development.

I am indesd privileged to have the honour of represeating UNEP at this impertant mesting and look forward
to participatimg i fruithul discussions,



ANNEX X1
STATEMENT BY MR SOMENDU BANNERIJEE,

RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE, UNDP,
EABUL

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is both a_pleasure and a privilege for me to address, on behalf of the United Nations Development
Programme, the Fourth Govetning Ceuncil of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Progravame, which is
being hosted by the Government of the Republic of Afghanistan, the country of my accreditation.

The goal of SACEP which is the promotion of regional co-operation in sound environmental management is
also very much the concern of UNDP, As the Administrater of UNDP, Mr William H Dvaper III, stated in his
address to the United Nations General Assembly in 1986, “UNDP knows that barren slopes and jeached soils
are not the exclusive concern of environmentalists. They are challenges to the world’s respurce managers an all
wha sepport true develepment”.  Economic development is closely bound to environmental concerns.  The quality
of life cannot advance unless the living environment is nurtured and valuable resources protected. The Hon.
Minister and Leader of the Delegation of the Republic of Afghanistan, Mr Tarin has earhier kindly alluded to
the UNDF financed environment related projects in this country in, inter alia, areas of forestry, water supply,
sanitation, solid waste disposal and new and reaewable sources of energy, which need no further elaboration. In
the context of the mounting globa! action to reclaim and protect the world’s natural resources, on which all
economic progress and the future of humanity rests, UNDP continues to play a eritical and ceatral role.

Distinguished Delegates,

The world’s food yielding crop lands are becoming incregsingly scarce; statistics record that by the end of
this century, developing countries will be able to provide only an average of (.19 hectares of crop land per person.
Without positive action to replenish soils, crop output will decline. Similasly, another major source of notrition -
fisheries are in danger of severe reduction due to a decline in pumbers and rise ip demand. Tropical forests are
vanishing at the rate of some 1] million hectares a year, leaving precious topsoils exposed to climatic ravages.
In additien, more than 3 billion hectares of range land, rainfed crop land and irrigated lands are subject to some
form of progressive desertification.

World population is now growing by some 30 million people a year. Between 1950 and 1985, the population
of the developed world grew from 800 million to 1.2 billion, whils that of developing countries from 1.7 billion
to 3.7 billien. The Asia and Pacific Region alone accounts for seme 2.7 billion peeple and this figure is expected
13 increase to 3.4 billion by the year 2080. These figures underline the urgent need for, inter alia, comprehensive
and integrated resourc: mansgement policies to contain the deterioration of natural resources to sustain the
world’s growing population, :

UNDP's involvement with environmental issues has been both substential and sustained. Since 1972, UNDP
has financed close to 1800 environment related projects, at a total cost of just over US % ] billion. Thess
activities tange from projects in agriculiure and aquaculture to natural tesources development, population issues
and homan sertlements. They have helped to improve environmental health conditions, conserve scil, reclaim
range lands and protect forests, watershed and wild life. Projects with environmental impact eommand an
increasing share of UNDPs overall resources. Whereas in 1976, environment related projects accounted for 10.7

percent of UNDP's total programme, in 1936 environment projects accounted for 19.9 percent or some UJS § 123.3
million in resources.

It is these concerns at the global level that have led UNDP to warmly welcome the regional level initiatives
cstablishiog SACEP in 1981 and in supporting its activities since.

Distinguished Delepates,

Following the meeting of the Ministers of South Asian Countries, held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in February
1981, UNDF provided assistance to SACEP through its regional project RAS/81/091 - Preparatory Assistance for
the Developing Countries of South Asia for the Implementation of SACEP Programmes. The project was
initially designed as a preparatory assistance effort, with UNDP inputs of US § 41,300. The purpose was to
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ficld a thres-person coasultancy mission to the Region 10 discuss and identify with SACEF member countries and
its focal points, a series of projects and programmes within selected areas. To this end the mission visited
Afghamistan, lodia, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka and identified severa! priovity programmes. The
budget of the UNDP-financed project was further imweased by US § 24,000 to cover three substantive activities:
{1} an advisory conasultancy cn woodstove dissemination in September to October 1984; (2} an emvironmental
legistation workshop in January 1987 in New Delhi, India; and (3) the financing of 2 number of short-term national
consultants and iraining programmes. Although assistance provided by UNDP under the regional project RAS/81 /031
was terminated in December 1987, a new regional initiative RAS/86/158 - Asian Regional Environment project under
{UNDP’s Fourth Cycle is under formulation, for which the World Bank is to be dem as Executi
Agency. This peoject will be regionwide in scope and will deal with the broad issues of bringing emvironmen
consideration to bear at the levels of development policy formulaticn, planning and programming, as well as
projgct identification, preparation and appraisal. UNDF expects, through its Besident Representative in Sri Lanka,
to keep SACEP informed about training events and the other activities that are planped umder this project,
in order that SACEP member countries might fully benefit from this effort.

Angther Fourth Cycle Regional IPF Project RAS/8R/005 - Programme Suppott to the Network of Rescarch
and Training Centres on Desertification Contrel in Asia and the Pacific {DESCONAP) was approved in January
1988 with an UNDP contribution of US $ 398 700 over a period of 21 months. The project will be executed by
ESCAP. This project is also regionwide in scope, dealing with environmental issnes which agam serves to
emphasize the importance and priotity given by UNDP to environmental concerns in the Region. As yoo will be
aware, a regional petwork of research and training centres on desertification was established at the 43rd session of
ESCAP, as recommended by an intergovernmental meeting held in Bangkek in September 1986, A two year
wotk programme for the network was afso drawn up and approved. These activities, comprising technical
publications, national case studies, training and advisory services, are covered under another UNDP-financed project
RAS/82/005. UNDP support is limited to programme activities. The main outputs stemming from these activities
will consist of three country case studies, dealing with typical regiomal problems of arid zone management,
deforestation, waterloggimg and salinity; tschnical recommendations for resclving specific problems in desertification
control; a repional report on available training and research facilities for desertification coatrol; training materials,
information balktins; national tree planting and afferestation programmes, as well as country mission studies on
desertification conftrol.

Distinguished Participants,

Envircnmental concerns are universal. They cannot be seen to be the exclusive domain of Governments,
intergovernmental orpanizations and international agencies omly, but to involve mll people at all lewels. They
should, in particular be also the concern of private and public sector industry, the agriculryral communijty as well
a5 a concern for scientists, technicians and technocrats who are involved in ¢conomic and development activities
having a bearing on the environment. Therefore, may 1 recommend, that in your deliberations on ways and means
tc promote further co-operation among countries dealing with environmental issues, you might alse consider
ways and means of enlisting the active participatton of all parties, including the private sector, in combating the

oblems of industrial effluents, toxic wastes, hazardous substances, chemicals, pesticides, feriflisers and their

armful effect on 1he health and well being of people. Without this total participation aod effort, the environ-
mental policies and programmes initiated by Governments and international agencies would hkave little impact.

On tehalf of the Administrater of YNDP, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme and the
Director of UNDP's Office of Project Services, which organizations I am privileged to represent at this Council
session, may 1 express our appreciation for the excellent faclities provided by the host Government, the Republic
ﬂf ﬁfﬁanutan and the thoroughly professional documentation and preparation arranged by Director Kazem and

15 staff.

1 wish the mecting every success in your delibetalicns over the next two days.
" ‘Thank you



ANNEX XTIV

STATEMENT BY MR U WAI LIN,

PROGRAMME OFFICER,

ENVIRONMENTAL CO-ORDINATING UNIT, 5

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION
FOR ASIA AND PACIFIC,

BANGEOK, THAILAND

On behaifl of the Executive Secretary of ESCAP, Mr $ A M S Kibria, I would like to express out deeﬁ
appreciation to the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) for inviting ESCAF to this Fourt
Meeting of the SACEP Governing Council,

The General Assembly, at its forty-second session, adopted resolution 42/187 on the Report of the World
Commission on Environment and Development (WCED). TIn line with the follow up activities of the WCED, the
Environmental Co-ordinating Unit of ESCAP stresses the incorporation of enviroamental considerations into ‘the
process of economic and social development at the regional as well as at the national levels, This, together with
the programme element on “Strenpthening the environmental dimensions of the commission's work programme™,
forms two of the fve programme elements of ECU's work priorities. In order to integrate environmental
considerations into the overall work programme of ESCAP, ECU works through. the focal points, established in
1985, in all the divisions and units of the Secretariat. To cite, a few of our activities, ECU has worked together
with the Agriculture Division in the area of envircnmental aspects of pesticide use; with the Natoral Resources
Division in the area of environmental impact management of water resources development projects; and with the
Transport Cemmunications and Tourism Division in the area of environmental impact assessment of road
transport development.

ESCAP has also been providing technical assistance and training to its member countries: in the development
and application of environmental impact assessment puidelines to varions projects and programmes and in
strengthening their instimotional and legislative frameworks for environmental protection and management.

Promotion of environmental awareness is ancother pricrity in the work programme of ESCAP with various
target groups such as planners, decision makers, educators, trainers and non-governmental organizations in addition
to the general public. In this regard and as an initial step in the follow-up activities of the WCED, ESCAP has
disseminated the cbjectives, major findings and recommendations of the WCED through special issues of the
ESCAFP Environment News distributed to governments, soentific communitiss, media and NGO: thronghout the
Asia and the Pacific region.

In January 1988, ESCAP organized 8 Repional Conference or Media and the Environment in Asia and Bangkok.
Onpe of the major agendz items was “sustainable development in Asia", in which major findings and recommmendations
of WCED were presented, among others, by Dr Emil Salim, the State Minister for Population and Environment
of Indonesia and a member of WCED. An exclusive videc message from Mré Brundtland, Prime Minister of
Nerway and Chairman of the WCED was also presented at the conference, which adopted a resolution on the
role of media in premoting public awareness on sustainable development in the region. A major outcoms of the
conference was the sstablishment of the Asian Forum of Environmental Journalist comprising fen national forums
and some 400 working journalists and broadcastars making up the network.

Desertification is an important problem of significant dimension in the Asian and Pacific region. As you are
aware, 300 million hectares of productive land, including degraded forest and woodland are affected by the process
of desertification. This includes over 70 million hectares of valuable rainfed croplands which are severely affected
dve to drought and another 16 miilion hectares of irrigated lands have %:me out of production due to waterlogging
and salinity. Darectly affected by this process of desertificalion are 150 million rural people in this region.

I am also pleased to inform this distinguished body of the establishment, by decision of the Forty-third
commission session, of 2 Repgional Network of Rasearch and Training Centres on Desertification Centrol in Asia
and the Pacific (DESCONAP) in co-operation with UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO and FAO comprising 17 governments
and interpational organizationsfagencies. To assist the member countries, ESCAP has undertaken ttchnical assistance
missions, organized training workshops and study tours in India, China, USSR and VYiet Mam cn specific issues
as arid-zooe agriculture, social forestry, rangeland management, sand dune stabilization and watetlogging and
salinity control.
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Coasts! environment management is another major element in the work of ECU, especially with more than
20 per cent of the region's member countnies being mantime. Accordingly, ESCAP has been mvolved in the
development of coastal eovironmental management plans for Bangladesh, tland and Sri Laoka and is assisting
Pakistan and Tonga in management of their marine ecosystems.  Also, regional, subregional and netional training
workshops on manne environment ptotection bave been organized with particular emphasis on the South Pacific
countries.

It is especially in these two aspects of ESCAP's work programme, ie., management and protection of
terrestrial and marine spvironment, where ESCAP is hopmg for close long term co-operation with SACEP. To
highlight the Year of the Trees, ESCAP, with support from UNDP for the Regional DESCONAP Network,
pomhr:rmdhmhuruhwbmndjsm'buudmfoulpuinumdmﬁunﬂmvhumnntjwmﬂimfmmin
member countries.

I am pleased to inform you that the recent forty-fourth Session of the ESCAP Commission, which concluded
Mh April, decided to convene a minsterial-level confirence on the envitopment for the Asisn and the Parific
region in 1990 to review the state of the environmeni m;lzuth:n:fion,tnmmm' the problems and prospects of
environmental macagemeni, W consider long-term i problems and to suggest Farther measures for
strengthening regional co-operation and cfforts to achicve & better quality of life and environment.

In concluding, I would like to take this cpportunity 1o thank the Government of Afghanistan for the warm
hoapitality and the excellent arrangements made for the meeting.



ANNEX XY

STATEMENT BY DR HART C DEWAN,
OFFICER IN CHARGE OF FOOD & AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION (FAD),
EABUL

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, Ladies and Geatlemen

Cn behalf of Dr Eduard Sacuma, Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, I have the honour to convey-our profound grestings and best wishes for the success of the 4th Governing
Council Meeting of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) which has just been inaugu-
rated this morning.

Environmental concerns are increasing with every passing day at global, regional as well as individual country
level, as the World population continues to increase (which reached the 5 billion mark on 11 July, 1987) aod the
efforts to attain improved standards of living continue. The breakthrough in the agriculiural and indwstrial
production to meet these increased demands has resulted in increased pressures on natural resources. Part of the
increased agriculural production particularly in the developing world duning the last two decades comes from the
new tands thaat have been plonghed by indiscriminate clearing of the forests and other areas which were in many
cases highly evodible lands and would sooa lose its topsoil and become wasteland, thus dimimishing the agricultyral
resources base. Similarly the increased industrial prodoction resulted in quadrupling the annusl fossil Foel
consumption from 3 to 12 billion tone of coal equivalent since 1930,

Unfortunately these developments coupled with industrial advancement have resulted in inadvertent hreach of
many threshelds and resulted in envitonmental problems. Some of the important ones are - the rising atmospheric
levels of carbon dioxide {CO;) and other “greenhouse gases” resuliing in increase in earth temperatures, the
depletion of the otone layer which would allow more of the sun's ultraviolet rays to teach the earth causing
more skin cancers and affecting crop growth, depletion of forests in industrialized countries due to air pollution
and acid rain, pollution of soils, lakes and rivers due to induostrial waste disposal and leaching of ferthizers and
agrochemicals through rain or excess irrigation, and the combined effect of all these factors on the overall
ecosystem and the imminent extinction of species.

The excessive use of the resources and their resultant effects are threatening the very existence of the buman
race on this planet. If these concerns are not addressed at global, regional and country levels, making funda-
mental adjustments in population and enerpy policies in a refatively short time, it will be too late to remedy the
situation for the exisling population and more so for the posterity.  Actording to a gquote “a sostainable society -
it one which satisfies its needs without diminishing the prospects of the next generation. By many measures,
contemporary scciely has failed te meet these criteria. The questions of ecclogical sustainability are arisiog in
every contineny”,

1t is encouraging to note, that some of these concerns in priority subject arcas of envircoment are being
addressed by SACEP in the developing countries of the South-Asia Region. Established in 1981, SACEP has
made progress in meking contributions to the vadous subject areas including environment management, manage-
ment of natural resources, desertification, regional seas programme, gnergy and environment and education and
training. Considering the resources available and the short time the organization bas been operating, the
development of some of these programmes is much appreciated. It is hoped chat futnee activities will be augmented
with the help of international organizations particularly UNEP and UNDP apnd the Sobject Area Focal Point
Institulions.

We, in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Mations (FAO) are alse addrsssing our concerns
to some of the common subject areas of SACEP, however at a global scale, providing assistance to member
countries. The FAQ programme of work and budget for the biennium 1988-89 emphasizes the need for enyiron-
mental impact assessment to ensure 1hat environmental aspects are taken into consideration in the development and
implementation of projects and programmes, strengthening national environmental capabilities fe incerporats
environmental consideration into development programmes in order (o0 manage and conserve natural rescurces for
sustainad production, energy assessment and planning for rural and agriculiural development, promoting the
development and utilization of small-scale decentralized epergy technologies in agricultural and rural areas based
upon the appropriate use of both commercial and renewable epergy resources, eachange of information aod
inter-agency co-operation and inter-departmental co-ordination ¢o environment, Under intér-ageocy co-opération,
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FAQ will participate in the preparation of the Second System-wide Mediom Term Eaviroament Programme
(SWMTEP) which is being deawt up under the aegis of UNEP. Other activitiea include participation in the
Ecosystem Conservation Group and cooperation with UNESCOD on the Man and Bioaphere Programme.

The Republic of Afghanistan is one of the few fortunate countries which it so far not confronted with the
poptlation problem and the industrial development has not endangered the environment. Therefore, it is high
time, that the futwre enviroomenial concerns are addressed st an eacly stage by incorpotating environmental
impact asscssment into the development programimes. Twoe major concerns which remain are the fast depletion
of forest resources mainly catering for raw materials to the industry and serving the fuelweod needs of rural
population and land degradatien, resulting partly from the clearing of these forests. The other problem is
desertification, The FAQ/UNDP forestry project is (o some extent addressing the problem of reforestation in thw
Kabul area by developing nurseries of the fast-growing tree species and the social forestry programme.

We hope, that the social forestry programme will receive 8 further boost with the assistance from SACEP
since the Republic of Afghanimtan is the Subject Area Focal Point. We would also like to see some increased
activity in the field of desertification in the southern part of the country with the co-operative assistance of SACEP
and UNEP. Two ofher arcas which, in my opinion, nted assistance are the fuelwood energy conservation by
exploring amd impkmenting more cfficient methods of utilization and tecycling of animal waste products,

With these remarks, once again it is my privilege to cxtend to the 4th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP
our best wishes for their success on my persenal behalf and on behalf of my organization {FAO) .

Thank you.
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ANNEX XVI

STATEMENT OF THE REFRESENTATIVE OF
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION

Dhstinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Director-General of the World Health Organization, amxd the Regional Director for WHO's
Eastern Mediterranean Region, I take pleasure in addsessing the Governing Council of the South Asia Co-operative
Environment Programme, convened here in Kabul for its fourth mesting,

The publication last year of the report of the World Commission on Envirornment and Development, the
so-called Brundtland Report, has given a new stimulus to those working at pational or international level towards
the goal of sustainable development. The concept of sustainable development, which seeks to meet the needs and
aspirations of the present geperation without compromising the ability to meet needs and aspirations of future
generations, will have to become increasingly incorporated imto the decision making process at all levels, if we
wish io stop the processes of environmental degradation cited in the repott. The efforts of programmes for
internaticnal co-operation, such a3 SACEP, will be crucial to the success of this trend.

From the viewpoint of the health sector it &3 clear that the attainment and maintenance of levels of human
healih allowing an accepiable level of economic apd sccial ¢ nt in everyday community bife, is o ceasditio
sine que mon for sustainable development. In other words: final objective of snstainable devels L iz the
improvement of the quality of kuman life, and good health is 4 precondition without which sustainable opment
canpot take place. Equitable distribution of basic needs (including primary health care} and the simuoltancous
management and development of hvinan resources are two principles reinforced in the Brundtland Report, to
which the World Health Organisation subscribes unconditionally.

1 should like to recall, bafore this Council, the collaboration between SACEP and the joint WHO{FAQINEP
Parel of Experts on Emvironmental Management for Vector Control in the implkmentation of & study on the
nature and magnitude of vecter-borne disease implications of water tesource development projects in Sn Lanka,
The outcome of this study indicated the risks of increased malana and Japansse encephalitis transmission in newly
jmmigated zones, and the risk of a spread of the transtnission of lymphatic filariasis is beyond the traditional
southwestern coastal belt 1o these zones. Its results serve as a witness that intersectoral collsboration in planning

rocedures and dasign still need Further improvement in order to prevent adverse vector-borne disease impacts of
irrigation development. It is hoped that SACEP will be able 1o promote similar studies in the Programme's
Member States in South Asia. It is also hoped that, whenever modernization and rehabilitation of irrigation
schemes is being considered, government officials will give due attention to the incorporation of environmental
management measures as a cost-effective means to combat vector-borne discase transmission.

This year the Worlid Health Organization celebrates its fortieth anniversary. This celebration marks four
decades of international efforts towards reaching the Orpanization's objective, the attainment by all peopies of the
highest possible level of health. While the Constitution of WHO defines twenty-two functions for the Organization
to achieve this objective, it is perhaps appropriate to cité one particular function in this meeting:

“The Organization shall promote, in co-operation with other specialized agencies where necessary, the

[ ]
improvement of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, ¢conomic or working conditions and other aspects
of =nviropmental hygiene”,

The need for individuals and communities to live in equilibeium with their ¢nviconment, and to contribute
to maintaining this equilibrium and the ensuing favourable conditions for human health, was reaffirmed at the
Alma Ata Conference, ten years ago, where the Organization embarked on the stoategy of Health for All by the
year 2000.

Your Exceliency, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, I should like to thaok you for this opportu-
nity to address the Council meeting, sod [ wish you successful deliberations.
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ANNEX XVII

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE SOUTH ASIA
CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

PREAMBLE

The members of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme in pursuance of the Colombo

Dedaration on the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme adopted by them at the Meeting of
Ministers held at Colombo, Sri Lanka, irom 23-25 February 1981 do hereby agree wpon and adepe these rles
and repulations for the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme, hereinafter referred 1o as BACEP.

SACEF PROCEDURE

|

The Director shall prepare the Minutes of every Consultative Committee Meeting of SACEP. The Minutes
of B maseting shall be circulated within 7 days and shall be placed before the Consultative Committes Members
for conmderation and adoption at the next meeting.

FINANCIAL RULES

2

10.

The Director may exceed the authorised expenditure on any main head of the annual budget by mot more
{.hnn ]w:ﬂnt of the original total vnder that head, subject to offwsetting savings being made clsewhere
n the get.

Excepd in relation to the eniertainment allowance for the interpational officers (Rule 23), tranafers between
any subheads under a main head of the budget shall be permitted on the auvthotity of the Director, providing
that any such transfers do not involve changes which are the pretogative of the Governing CouncilfCon-
sultative Committee Members.

A reserve in cash or suitable securities of Sri Lankan Rs. 500,000 will be retained as working capital.
Withdrawals from the reserve to meet current expenditure shall be replaced at the first oppertunity. This
reserve will be included under the head ““Cash’ in the annual balance sheet.

The Director may, after the concutrence of the Congultative Conpmittes borrow from the present Bankers of
the SACEP Secretariat DEUTSCHE BANK (AG), 36 Galle Road Colombo 3, SRI LANKA, if SACEP
funds including the reserve are nearing exhaustiom, and temporary accomodation is necessary to meet current
expenditure approved by SACEP.

Before any expenditure is incurred, covering authority shall be cbiained from the Consultative Committes
Members where questions requiring a Consultative Committee decision are involved, and from the Ditrector,
or in his absence the officer authorised to act for him in all other cases, except that the Director may at his
discretion delegate to an officer or offikets of the Secretariat authority to authorise specified categories of
expenditure within his Sompetence,

After retaining a sufficient amount in the Bank Account to mect current and anticipated expenditure, the
Dhrector in consultation with the Consulative Conunittee Members will invest the balance in the best
possible manner.

. Cheques on the bank accounts of SACEP require the signatures of the Director and Administrative Assistant

of SACEP.

The Director may aygthorise the writing off of the value of any equipment which may have been lost or
damaged and the total cost of which does not exceed Sri Lankan Rs. 1,000/-. The Consultative Committee
Members' approval is pecessary for the writing off of any sum exceeding Sri Lankan Rs. 100G/~

A quarterly statement of Accounts will bave to B¢ fornished to the Consultative Committés. This statement

should include a statement of inccme and expenditure for the quarter, a balance sheet and a statement of
debtors and creditors.

k1]


Administrator
Approval of Rules and Regulations GC 4 Report Page 2


11.

12.

13

14.

15.

The Consultative Committee of SACEP would have to approve the Budget of the SACEP Secretariat for the
ensuing year, during the last quarter of each Financial Year.

ﬁ:ﬂ provided in the Articles of Association, the accounts of SACEP Secretariat will be subject to an annual
audit,

A firm of Auditors will be appointed by the Consultative Committee and this :appointment would be reviewed
once a year with the provision te reappoint the same auditer if it be necessary,

The Terms of Reference of the Aodit shall be determined by the Consuitative Committee and it would be
necessary for the Auditor to report directly to the Consultative Committee.

The payment of the annual e to the Auditor should be determined by the Consultative Committee.

TERMS OF SERYICE FOR INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS

16,

17

18.

19,

Terms of Service

(a) An officer’s appointment shall date from the day on which he leaves his last duty station to come to
Colembo, and his salary (including overseas allowance, if any) is payable from that date, provided that
salary is not payable for any periods of leave taken in the course of his journey to Colombo.

{b) The approved term of service as laid down in the Articles of Association will be deemed to commence
from the date of the officer's departore from his Jast duty statico or notmal place of residence to come

to Colombo and will exclude travel time on transfer from Colombo and any accumulated leave taken
at the end of his term of service,

(¢t The terms of office of the Director and his successor may overlap for a pericd not exceeding two weeks
plus travel time and accumulated leave: similarly the terms of office of the other international officers
may overlap for a period not exceeding one week plus travel time and accumulated leave. To provide
for pericds of overlap or to enable the change-over to take place at the most suitable time of year, the
Governing Council Consultative Committee may make small exiensiont to the terms of contract of the
officers concerned subject to the provisions of Asticlé 7 of the Articles of Association.

Resignation

If an officer is withdrawn by his Government or resigns, three months written notice shall ordinarily be
given ic the Director{Secretariat.  The Director may, however, accept resignation on shorter netice. For an
officer who stays [ess than the term of his original contract, or of his extended centract if he has raken
advantage of the provision for home leave (Rule 31) payment of the costs of return travel to the officer’s
normal place of residence shall be at the diserstion of the Director. :

Transport of Officer and Family

(a) The SACEP will pay the cost of economy class air passage or the equivalent by any other means of
transport, to Colombo from his normal place of residence or last duty station and back to his nermal
place of residence for an officer, the spouse and dependent children {including step-children and legally
adopted chiliren.) The term “dependent children™ covers those who are under the age of 21 on first
arrival in Sri Lanka and unmarried, and who, it is intended, will ceside in Sri Lanka during the officer’s
term of duty. A son or daughter of 21 years of age and above may also be considersd a dependent for
travel purposes, if physically disabled or mentally retarded.

{b) In the case of a dependent child receiving Foll-time education outside Sri Lanka, the Secretariat will
pay the cost of economy class return air fare between the officer’s normal place of residence and Colombe
once in every twelve months except in the twelve-month period in which the officer has home leave,

Shipment of Car

The Secretariat will pay the cost of shipment of an officer’s car from his normal place of residence or last
duty station to Colombo and back to his normal place of residence.
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20. Removal Allowance

21.

- 2L

23

25,

26.

21

On the officer’s first appointment and on his return to his normal place of residence, the Secretariat will pay
actual removal expenses for housshold and personal effects up to a maxioom stated below by the most
economical means of transportation:

Air baggage sccompanied : 66 Ibs/person
Ay Far‘gﬁaht : 100 lbs/person
Surface Freipht : 3,500 IhsiTamily

{300 cu. fi. or 8.50 metres)
Salary

{a) Salarits are inclusive of all allowaneces except Higher Duties Allowance, Travel Allowance, Entertainment
Altewance, Medical Expenses and Furnished Living Accomodation Allowance and any other allowance
that may be approved by the Secretariat. Salazizs are coaverted to S0 Lanka cwrency at the official
buying rate of the rupee. An officer may remit from Sri Lanka amounts up to the total of his salary as
permitted by the Sri Lanka foreign exchange aunthorities.

{b) The salaries and allowances of international officers are determined on the assumption that they will not
be subject to taxatien, but the Secretariat has no responsibility on account of any taxation that may, in
spite of this assumption, be levied on such officers by their national Governments. By agreement with
the Government of Sri Lanka, the salaries and allowanees of international officers from countries other

" than Sri Lanka are exempt from Sri Lanka income tax.

Higher Duties Allowances _

On the recommendation of the Thrector, or, in his absence, the Consultative Committee may authorise a
higher duty allowance to be paid to an officer taking over the full responsibility of a more senior officer,
provided he performed that duty for a period of not less than ¢ight consecutive weeks. Such allowance
shall be retroactive over the qualifying eight-week period.

Travel Allovwance

When absent from Colombo on official visits, the officer will receive, in addition to his salary, the daily
subsistence allowance applicable to staff members in the Director and Principal Officer ¢ategory of the United
Nations for each country visited, as set from time to time in administrative instouctions from the Director.
In cases where the officer concerned does not find the per diem rate high enough to cover his reasonable
eapenses, he may <laim actual expenses supported by vouchers. Officers are expected to travel in such a
way as toe economise time and ¢xpense, long distance travel will generally be by air, economy <lass.

Personal Accident Insorance

International officers will be provided with insurance cover for capital sums of pounds sterling 10,000 each
against personal accidents during their terms of office.

Entertaioment Allowance

Internaticnal officers shall be entitled te be reimbursed in respect of expenditore incurred on entertainment
in pursuance of their official representational functions as approved by the Director. Such expenditure shall
not in the total for all these officers exceed the sum set aside for this purpose in the annoal budget.

Fumished Living Accomodation

The Secretariat will pay a reasonable rent for furnished living accomodation occupied by International officers.

The amount considered to be reasonable will be fixed fiom time to time by the Secretariat on the recom-

meodation of the Director. Any balance above that amount wifl be paid by the officer concerned.

Medical and Hospital Charges _

(@) Medical expenses peyabie by an officer and his family. supported by vouchers, will be borne by the
Secretariat up to a limit of Sri Lankan Rs, 4,000 per year of service {and pro rata for fractions of a year)
and if this allowance is not used in full, an entitlement not excerding Sri Lankan Rs. 8,000 maybe
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28,

29,

31

3.

carried over into any following year. All payments will be subject to the provisions of Rule 41. An
officer, may however, utilise his medical allowance to take out a surgical and hospital expenses, insurance
poliey, providing cover for himself and his family and draw on the vospent balance for medical expenses
on submission of bills.

(b) This annual limit of Rs. 4,000 maybe raised to a maximum of 5ri Lackean Ra. 6,000 for medical, hospital
and surgical care rendered to International officers outside Sri Lanka but not on official bus.lnesa, or to
their spouses or dependent children when outside Sri Lanka, subiect to the provisions of Rule 41,

{r) Notwithstanding the above provisions, where the officer is outgide Sri Lanka oun official business, actual
expenses in respect of emergeicy medical treatment may be met from official funds at the discretion of
the Director,

Annwg] Jeave

{a} An officer is entitled to annual leave of 25 working days per anoum {based on 8 working week of fve
days) during the terms of his appointment, and this may be taken either in or outside Sri Lanka, Leave
shall be earned from the date of first appointmént (Rule 16). Leave for any period of service amounting
to less than one complete year will be pro rata.

(b) Offivers will normally be expected to take a reasonable part of their leave in the yedr in which it becomes

due, but, with the permission of the Director, kave maybe accumulated for periods of service up to
three years.

Casual Leave

Casual leave may be granted up to fourieen working days per annum; unused casual leave lapses at the and -
of each calendar year.

. Sick Leave

There is no special provision for sick leave. The Secrefariat may make an ad hoe decision in any case
where an officer is sick and has exhausted his leave entitlement.

Home Leave

Home leave may be granted after completion of three years of service with the Secretariat to the Director
or an officer nominated by a country other than S Lanka, provided that he spends a suhstantial part of
his leave in that country, and subject 1o his assurance in writing that he intends to serve the fuil term on
his contragt. The Secretanat will pay the cost of return passapes (economy class for air travel ot the
equivalent by other means of transport) for the officer, the spouse, and dependent children as defined in
Rule 12 (a) by the most direct route to the country by which he was nominated.

Except for travel time not exceeding five days each way, the leave involved shall be charged to annual leave.
Daily subsistence allowance shall not be paid for journeys on home leave,

Customs Privileges

(a) By arrangement with the Government of Smi Lanka, the Director is entitled to privileges as contained
in Sections 19, 20 and 21 of the Convention on Prmleges and Immunities of the Specialised Agencies
of the United Nations. Other officers have the privilege of bringing their possessions duty free into Sri
Lanka on first entry and of removing them from Sri Lanka on termination of their apcp-omtmcnt They
have the privileges extended under Section 19 and 20 of the Convention. “First Enl.r{ is interpreted as
including the first six months of their stay for the purpose of importing such durable goods as augo-

mobiles and refrigerators, on the understanding that only one of each such article is brought by each
officer.

{b} Items brought to the country duty free should not be sold to private partics but handed over to the
Government Supplies Department on Government valuation.
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TERMS OF SERVICE OF LOCALLY RECRUITED PERSONNEL
33. (a) Appointments of locally recruited personnel arc made by the Director, based on a scheme of recruitment

35
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38,

approved by the Consultative Committee and SACEP, who also determines the salaries payable, with

due regard to prevailing rates for the job and other relevant factors, and whether personpel ane classed
as officers or as other staff,

(t) The Conmbtative Committee would from time to time approve the cadres,
Deatics smd Obligations

By accepting appointment in SACEP, locally recriited officers and other staff pledge themselves to discharge
their functions and to regulate their conduct with the interests of SACEP cnly in view. They shall exercise
the utmost discretion in regard to all matters of official business. They shall neither seck nor accept instructions
or advice from any authority externa! t¢ SACEP. They shall oot communicate to any unauthorised person
or oulswde organisation any information known to them by reason of their official posiion which has not
heenmadepuhliccm:ptinﬂwauumoflh:iroﬁcialduﬁuudﬂeminedbythgﬂimﬂur,norshaﬂthny
at any time use such information to private advantage. No officer or other staff member shall be actvely
associated with the management of, or hold a financial interest im, any business concern if # were possible
for kim to benefit from such association or financial interest by reason of his position in SACEP. An officer
or stafl member becoming a candidate for any public office of a political character shall resign from SACEP.
Officers and staff members shall abstain from political activity normelly considersd by the Government of
§ri Lanka to be incompatible with the rules for comparable employees in the Sri Lanka pablic service.

Terms of Appoimiment

- Appointments of locally recruited personse]l may be terminated at three month’s notice oa either side in the

case of officers and om month's ootioe on either side in the case of other staff,

Medical and Hospltal Charpes

{a} Medical expenses payable by a locally recruited member of the staff and his family supported by vouchers,
will be borne by SACEP up to a limit of Sri Lankan Rs. 3,600 per year of service (aad pro rata for
fractions of a year} and if this allowance is not uwsed in full, an entitizment not exceeding 5ri Lankan
Rs. 7,200 may be carried forward into any following year. All payments will be subject to the provisions
of Rule 41. A staff member may, however, utilise hiz medical allowance to take out a2 surgical and
hospitzl expenses Insurance policy providing cover for himself and his family, and draw on the unspent
balance for medical expenses on submission of bills.

(b} Notwithstanding (a} where the officer is outside Sri Lanka on official business, actual expenses in respect
of emergency medical treatment may be met from official funds at the discretion of the Director,

Travel Allowance for Locally Recrolted Oficers

The conditiens of travel and subsistence allowance applying to locally recruited officers to travel outside
Colombo on official business will be similar 1o those set out in Rule 23. Locally recruited officers will each
be provided with air trip irsurance cover for capital sums of poundls sterling 10,000

Travel Alowance for other Locally Recruited Staff

Other members of the locally recruited staff required to travel outside Colombo on official buminess will
receive

(a) ma&pmmWHIMWﬂnTMMMhﬂmmmmuWhy
mtor;

(b} if transport is not provided, actual taxi fare from botel 1o the place of work and back, subject to any
conditions the Director may prescribe;



(c) transport by the most economical means from Colombo to the destination and back (including the cost
of air trip nsurance for coverage of pounds sterling 10,000).

39. Leave Provisioos
(a) Annual Lesve

Locally recruited officers and other staff may be granted annual leave up to a maxzimum of twenty-five
working days per annum which maybe taken in or ootside Sri Lanka. Annual keave wili only be grantsd
after completion of one vear of continuous service. It will be credited in any calendar year only at
the rate actually earned which shall he at the rate of two days per month for eleven months and three
days for December.

(b} Casnal Leave

Casual leave up to 2 maximum of fourteen working days per annum maybe grantsd at the discretion
of the Director. Unused casual leave cannot be carried over as entitlement from one calendar year to
the next.

(e} Sick Leave i

Absence due to sickoess will be debited to casua! and, if necessary annual leave., For this reason
locally recruited employees are required to accumulate and keep in reserve fifteen days annual leave. The
Director may., at his discretion, grant a2 short extension of sick leave either as a debit against future
leave or witheut pay or at half pay.

(d) Accamulated Annual Leave

Locally recruited employees may, with the permission of the Director, accumylate anoual leave up to a
maximum of one bundred and fifty working days. Om leaving the service of SACEP they shall be paid
a cash equivalent of their accumulated annual leave.

40. Provident Fund

Locally recruited personmel are cligible for membership in the SACEP's Provident Fund set up for the
purpese of providing a lump sum payment to locally recruited staff upon termination of theit contract with
the SACEP. The contribution of a member shall be 10 percent of his gross monthly salary, while the SACEP
shall contribute a sum equal to !5 percent of such member’s gross monthly salary.

41. GENERAL
Claims for reimbursements and allowances as provided uvnder these Rules will be considered only if they
are presented to the authorising officer within 2 period of three months of the entitlements maluring or, in
cases where the authorising authority is the SACEP, within six months.

42. Homrs of Work

The Director shall determine the weorking hours and the working week of the Secretariat taking into
conzideration the prevailing local conditions.

43. Official Holidays

The holidays observed will be week-ends and all public holidays declared by the Government of Sri Lanka.
However, the Director may at hig discretion grant additional holidays to mark special events during the
course of the year.
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