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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT FROGRAMME
SEVENTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL {GC 7)
22™ APRIL 1998

MALE, REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

1.

INTROGUCTION

The Seventh Meeting of the Goverming Councll of the Soulth Asia Co-operative Environment Programme wias
nauguratad in Male and the subsequent segsions held ab Bancos Tsland Flesit, Maldives on the 22 april 1998

ATTENDANCE

The Governing Councll (GC 7) was attended by Repressniatives from the folowing Mamber Counbries viz: India,
Maldves, Nepal, Pakdstan and 5 Lanka.

Repreceniatives from the following Uniterd Nations Agencies and [ntemnational Organisations abee partcipated:
Unitad Mations Devedopment Programme (UNDP], United Nabions Ermamiunent Progeamme (UNEP), Work! Health
Organesation (WHO} R World Meteormiogical Organisation {(WMO).

Lzt of Participants is in Annex 1.

INAUGURATION

The Sewenith Meeting of the Governing Counal of the South Asia Co-operative Envronment ProQramime was
nauquated by H.E. Maumoon Abdul Gapoom, President of the Republic of ~.-; Maldives. In his
Lnmapiral Aodress H.E, Maumcon Abdul Gayoom sad that ™[n a Few ysars' hime, we shall bid farewell t2 a
ey that has witnescad great progress in scienee and technology, And, we shall erter a new one with the
hope and promise of scaling &wen greater heights. Bot only if mother sarth can be givens a new lease of ke and
andy 1f we stop the abuse of the environment. Here in South Asia, wa need 3 visionary approach to environmental
matters. For, 35 we st on the threchold of 3 new mablennaom, snyironmantal conservation has bocome one of the
most ortical issues faang this region, and ndeed the workd. If we Camy on business as usual, irreparable damage
could be done 1 the earth’s life support system. ™

A copy of his Address is in Annex IT.

The Welcome Address was given Dy Mr. Hussain Shihab, Director, South Asia Co-operative Emvironment
Programrme. In his welcome acdress he said that ~“Dn a cimate &f decreasing funds beng made avaslabie for the
developang countries for developrnent and ervironmental potection, SACEP has been able to play a wital role in
molsksing fukts for envirpnment related propects in the region. With the commilment of the member countnes
ad the ham! work of the Secretanat ST, [ hawe no doutk that SACEP will continge {0 play this wiat and
sagrwlicant role and be able t continue with the implementation of its SACEP Strategy and Programme”™.

The bt of his Address is in Annex ITL.



Hon Abdul Rasheed Hussaln, Minkster of Planning, Human Rescurces and Environment, Republic of
MIMHMMHMMMWM‘HMWMMM,MM
thraatens the survival of nations, Poliution endangers the bealth of people, and many spedes remain in danger of
#xtintion. The preservation of natural resources we share is aritical, not only to ensure the guality of cur own
health and our own well being, but also to help all the people, the present and the future, o anjoy a bether e
on pianet earth. Thus, safeguarding the emvironment is a national, regional even a global obligation, for which we
are 3 responsible.

The text of his Acdiress is in Annex IV.

In his Addres as Chaimman, SACEP Governing Councl, Hon, Mr. Syed Asghar Al Xhan, Minister of State for
Mousing & Works, Istamic Republic of Paklstan sald that “we the people of South Asia are heirs to a unigue
history and rich outture, Our people ars very industrious and enterprising. South Asia is fich In human resources
with more that one fAfth of the world population inhabiting it. We have the poteritial to emerge as an econgmically
powerfil entity jike the European Union or ASEAN, Unfortunatety we are caught up In a vidious crcle of poverty,
anvironmental degradation and under development. Activities ark initiatives at the national and reglonal levels
ran prevent the decline in tur socig-economic advancernent. We should harness their full potential to prevent
envirgnmental degradation, eliminate poverty and place our cuntries on the path of development™.

The text of his Address |5 n Annex V.

The [naugural Session was also addressed by Dr. Suvit Yodmanl, Director & Regional Representative,
United Mators Environment Programme Regional Office for Asia and Pacific. In his address he said
that “the distinctive uniqueness of SACEP lies in its provan abllity to comectly identify national and raglonal meeds
develop practical and result onented activities in close co-operation with naticnal representatives of the member
States and parinar agencies, and very efficiently and cost-effectively organse and manage ther Impkementation™,
He further went cn to add that "the Director and the staff of the SACEP Secretariat deserve our deep appreciation
and congratutations for their excellent work. SACEP'S very substanbial accomplishments would not have besn
possible without the saelfless commitment and derfication of its small but highly competent staff.”

The text of his Address is in Apnex V1.

In giving the Vote of Thanks, Hon. Mr. Abdullahi Majeed, Deputy Minister of Planning, Human
Rexources and Environment, Republic of Maldives initially thanked HE. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,
President of the Republic of ©  Maldives for spaning his valuable Hme to be present o maugurate the Meeting,
He also thanked the Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missicns, UN Agencies and High Level Country Delegates for
their presence,

The bt of his Address is in Annex Vi1

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

[n accordance with the provisions of Articles of Association of SACEP, Hon Mr, Abdul Rasheed Hussain,
Minister of Planning, Human Resources and Environment, Sovernment of Hhe Republic of Maldives
was elected Chaimnan of the Seventh Gaverning Councl of SACEP, Hon Mr. Suresh Prabhu, Minister of
Environment & Forests, India and Hon, Mr. Mandimitra Ekanayake, Minister of Forestry &
Environment, 5r Lanka were slected as Vige Chairmen of the Megiing, Dr. Ananda Raj Joshi,
Envirpnmental Expert, Ministry of Population & Environment, Nepal was elected as Rapporteur.



AGENDA
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is ot Annex VILT,

STATEMENTS OF HEADS OF DELEGATIONS

The Heads of Delegations from India, Maldhes, Nepal, Pakistan & S Lanka made presentations of their country
statements i the Goverming Counil.

Al satements reflacted the inibatives taken by the countries in the amg of snvironmental protection and
management. The Country Statements cearly recognised the vary crucial and pivotal roke plaved by SACEP in the
promodon of enviconmental management in the South Aslan reghon and noted that this area of activity must
recenve pricrity attantion.

The respective Country Statements are found in Annexes IX to XIIT.

OTHER STATEMENTS

Representatives of the UN Agencies and International Organisations attending the Meeting also addressed the
Goverming Coundil and their statements are found (n Annexes XIV & XV,

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
A, SACEP SECRETARIAT

The Goveming Council considered the refevant section of the Report of the Praparatory Meeting of Senior
Officisls {Annex XVI) on his item, They noted with appredation the excellent work of the small bt highly
efficient Secretariat.

The meeting was fully apprediative of the Fact that there is an urgent need to strengtien the SACEP Secretaniat in
ordler that they could futfill its obligations in serving the member countries.

The delegate from Sii Lanka agreed that it is a moral abligation on the part of his Government to ensure Hiat
they provide adequate host facilities bo the Secretanial. He promised to take up this matter with the concemed
Authorities. On the question of allocating a piece of land for constucting a Secretanat, he said that his hand
waould be strengthened if SACEP had a definite propasal such as buikding plan and a strategy for raising funcs for
construction. The Meeting requested the Director of SACEP to prepars a Project Profile fior the new SACEP
Headauarters and It plans for finanging within & manths ko be submitted to te Gavernment of St Lanka.

The Governing Coundl agreed that the status of the Crector of SACEP shoukd be elevated to that of the Director
General. Azcordingly wherever there is rference made to the Director of SACEP, the Articles of Assoclation of
SACEP will be amended to read as Director General,

The host country Representative said that he would like to Fespond favourably to the request made for granting
diplomabc privileges to the Director General of SACEP equivalent to that of Ambassador f High Commissioner and
that he would pursus the matter in accordance with the diplomatic procedures.
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B. SURJECT AREA AND COUNTRY FOCAL POINTS
The Governing Coundl considared the refevant seclion of the Report of the Praparabtery Mesting of Senior
Oficiale on this ikem.

The Gowerning Councll was in agreement that there was & need o revise the list of Subject Area Focal Points of
SACEF and endorsad the revised list af Subject Area Focal Poanks,

The: rervised list is given balow:

Priority Subjact Araa Country
1. Conservation of Blodiversity [ndia
2 Sustainable Tourism Devalopment Makdives
1 Managernent of Coral [Slahd Ecosystems Maldves
1, Management of Fresh Water Resources Barwacesh
5. Desertification Pakdstan
6. Ervironmentad Legidation Inklia
7. Participatory Forest Management Hepal
E Sustainable Agriculture ang Land Use Sri Lanka
2. Sustainable Human Settiements Development 50l Lanka
10, Wasts Management India
it. Scence & Technology for Sustainable Developmant Pakistan
12, Education & Training India
13 Energy & Ervironement India
14, Air Prfiution Pakistan

The Governing Council agresd that the Subject Area Focal Points be requested by the Ministies of Environment
of the respective member countries to formulate Regional Pregects on their Subjact Arez and to make them
available to the Secretariar by 1% October 15598.

It was alzo agreed that Country Facal Points should be called upan to naminate National Level Institutions which
wiold function as the Subject Area Focal Ponts as soon as possible

PROGRAMME MATTERS

A, PROGRESS OF PROGRAMME AND PROJECT ACTIVITIES

The Govarning Coundit was appreciative of the fact of the increased Programime Actraties of SACEP and that
SACEF now has greater visibility in the region in respact of environmental activioes.

The delegates expressed ther sahsfaction thal despite constraints in manpower and finances the performance of
the Secretanat was satisfactory, They emphasised their appreciation for the work done by the Secretariat in the
implementation of programmes betwaen the 6% and 77 Governing Councils and noted that ths had besn the
period in which most number of projects had been implementsd by SACEP for the benefit of the member
muntnes a5 well &5 the region as a whole,




io.

The meeting also noted that the programmes fomulated for the future and projects currentsy being implementad
wers in line: with Agenda 21 and the fait nessks of the member countries, It was also noted that the projects that are
being implemented have been determined at the request of the member countries.

The Head of the Indian Delegation in deference to the suggestion made by His Excellency President of Makdives and
keeping i view the decisions taken in the SAARC Ervironment Conference agread b the Draft Resolution on Contral
and Prevention of A Pollution and its fikety Transboundary Effects in South Asia. Thereafter the Governing Coundil

deciled to adept it as the Male Declaralion as presented by e Secretaniat. The Male Dedaration |s given In Annex
xXvi.

8. REVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL CC-OPERATION

The meeling wes specially appredative of UNEP and UNER! EAFf AP and the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-
operation {NORAD} for thewr gemvcus programme support both Ananclally and technically. It ako noted the
assistance and support given by ADE and ESCAP.

FINANCIAL MATTERS
A, COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBER STATES FOR SACEP SECRETARIAT

Tha meeting agread on the need to strengthen the Secretanat and that a fully operational Secretariar with the full
complament of professional staff woukd be beneficial tn the member countries in the fang term.

The Representative of Sri Lanka appreciated the need to enhance its host facilties, which in 1998
amountad to SL Rs 2.1 milier or US § 35,000, He said that he would take up this matter with the

| concermed autharitles and request that in the future the yearly increase in host facilities should at teast

be in line with the rate of inflation 50 that no additional burdan will be placed on the Secretariat. He also

said that they would ook very favourably at the revised country comtributions suggested by the
Secretariat and would also take this matter up with the concemed authorities.

The other delegates oo agreed to tzke up the matter of the revised country contributions with the
concemed authorities. It was agreed that the countries who were not yet contribubing at the pledged
level would report to the Secretariat by 1% August 1998 on the guestion of its arrears in respect of the
amounts pledged and that all countries would respond by 1™ of November 1998 to the request for
enhanced contributions from 1% January 1999,

REVISED COUNTRY CONTRIBUTION CHART

MEMBER STATE PERCENTAGE CONTRIDUTION IMUS § ROUNDED OFF TO INUS §
BANGLADESH 16.72 21,3 21,300
BHUTAN 2.7% 3,554 3,555
INDIA 1500 31,850 31,850
MALDIVES 11.44 14,575 14,575
MNEPFAL 632 8,052 8,050
PAKISTAN 25.00 31,890 31,850
SRI LANKA 12.71 15,218 16,220

TOTAL 104 127,400 127,400
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B. ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUST FUND FOR SACEP PROGRAMMES

It was agreed that SACEP should approach bilateral and mulhitatersl Anding agendes with 3 concreta partficlic
outining in detall the aims and functions and activities of SACEP. In this regand the mesting requested the
Director > prépare such a portfolio and make [k available to possible donorfunding agendes induding GEF. The
member governments too were requested (o approach such agendes,

L APPROVAL OF AMNUAL AUDIT REPORT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 1996

LUinder this Agenda [tem, taking into consideration the Repart of the Sankor Ofidals, the Govemning Councll
approved the Annual Audited Report of Accounts of the SACEP Secretanat for 1996,

D. APPROVAL OF PROGRAMME AND SECRETARIAT BUDGET FOR 1998 AND 1999

The Gaveming Coundl as recommendad by the Meating of Seior Officials approved the Secrataniat Budget for
1998. The Gavemning Coundt atso approved the Sedretariat Budget ford 1999, which was based on the Minimal
Arnual Sudgetary Requirements for Fully Operational Secratanat. The approved Budgets are given as Annexes
XWTI & XVII of this Report.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A} The relationship bebween SACER and SALRC was discussed at ength. The Govermang Councll decided o
reduist At member governmments 1o take appropriate measures and steps for the following:

a) To ensure that SAARC |5 informed of SACEPS experience and its wish o collaborate and
complemant the work of SAAREC in the area of envirpnment;

b} To ensure that SACEP mntinues as the premier body on environment In Scuth Asia;

) To redquest By SAARC Summil {5 direct the SAARC Secretaciat to brte the Director of SACEP
to make a preserdation on its pogrammes and plans.

B) The Meeting noted the special vuinerabillty of some SACEP member countries bo the projected Climate
Change and Sea Level Riss and requested the SACEP Secrelanial 1o give more attention to the issue of

Qimate Change in theirr future programmes and projeds at the Meeting of SAARC Environment
Ministers.,

C) The meeking piaced on record the invaluable services rendered to SACEP by the Directnr Mr, Hussain
Shihab. [t was recegnised that during hs tenure of office SACEP had received greater visibility and he
had bean able to mobiltse funding for many prajects for SACEP. The meeting wished him 3l success in
his future endeavours.

0 The Governing Coundl approvad the appomtment of Dr. Ananda Raj Joshi, who has been nominated by
His Majesty’s Government of Nepal to succeed Mr. Hussain Shihab as the next Director of SACEP for a
period of three years as provided for in Artide 7 {a} of the Articles of Assooation.

£) The Maating agreed Mat the inaugural 2ddress by HLE. President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom would be an
official document of the Seventh Goverming Council of SACEP.
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13.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

The Governing Councll considered and adopted this Report on the 22 Aprl 1998,

CONCLUDING SESSION

mmumwmmmmmummnhwmmmu
PManning, Ervironment and Human Aescurces for their generosity and in making this
Governing Courvd a suocess.

Mr. K. A. 5. Gunasakera, Secretary, Ministry of Forestry & Environment, Sl Lankas speaking on behai
of all the Dedegates present, thanked the Chalman of the Goverming Cound| and the Govermiment and the people
of Maldives for the warm hospitality extendad to all the partidpants and for the excelient smangements made for
the Severth Session of the Goveming Coungl.  He also thanked the Director of SACEP and the Secretanat for the
outstanding substantive and logistical support provided Sy them for the smooth and efficient condudt of te
Session.

The Chairman, Hon. Abdul Rashesd Hudshin, Minlster of Planning, Human Resouross snd
Envirotiment, Republic of Maldives thanked all Delegates and the Director and the SACER Secretaniat for thelr
wholehearted co-operation n ensuring tha sucoess of this mesting.
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ANNEX IT

INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF H.E. MAUMOON ABDUL GAYOOM
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

HoNOurabie Mirdisters,

Lhairnan of the SACEP Goverrsing Councl,
Derecior off 340058,

Regional Director of LVEF,

Distingeaished Delogates, )
Lachims anct Gendarmen, '

It Is my pleasure, first of all, to extend a very warm welcomes to you, 30kt wish you @ very comortable and fruithd stay n
Maldives,

It i my pleasure, boo, bo express our deep appreciation to the out-going Director of SACER, Mr. Hussan Shihab, for the
impartant Contribubion he has made {0 the work of the Organisation. [ woukd alse like o ke this opportunity {o
congratufate his suocassor, Dr. Ananda Raj Joshi, and wish b success In discharging his duties,

In a few years’ time, we shall bid Ffarewell b3 a century that has witnessed greal progress in scence and technology. And,
we shall enter a new one with the hope and promise of scaling even greater heights. But only if mather earth can be given
A new kease of life; and only IF we Stop the abuse of the envirpnment.

Here in South Asia, we need 3 visiorary approach to snvironmental matters. For, a5 we sit on the threshold of a new
millennium, efvironmental conservation has become one of e moest critical issues facing this region, and indeed the world,
If we carey on business as usual, imeparable damage could be done to the sarth's fife support system,

The ecological challenge facing Sauth Asia is an enormous one, Congestion mn clties, pollution of waterways, erosion of
coastiines, deforestation, add rain, and olobal warming are only 2 part of the list of challanges that we must adaress,

Indeed, all mese problems are further compounded by South Asias vast and rapidly growlng population, and its econonmic
WORS,

With ower 1.2 billion peopke, South Atia is already one of the most populous regions in the world, Ths, in itsall, sxerts
remendous pressures on the sustainalde use of resources, The low level of econamic develapenent of our region has kept
many adaptive and preventive measures bevond our reach, Moreover, the rural populations of our countries depend directly
ugtan the environment to meet their sunaval needs, further inareasing the strain on the fragile ecosystem,

However, if what we face today is a daunting task, then tomormow halds a chalenge that might be truly colgssal. Ik has
been estimated that by the middle of the next century, the total population of South Asia would be arpund 2.3 billion. We
would have outstripped China, But, we would have diminishing respurces, whether oceanic or 1and-based, to sustain such 2
large population,

This points to a broad agenda. We must stathse population levals and adhers to sustaineble tse of resounces. And we
must ensure thal environmental deterorabon is stopped, If not reversed,

Six months ago, the SAARC Ministers of Environment gathersd here 1 Male' and agreed on an Emironment Action Man.
This plan sets aul the srwironmental pnorities of the region and achons that should be undertaken b protect and preserve
the emwronment both at national and regional levels. Since your meeting here gives you the gpportunity to devise the
SACEF strabegy and the programme for t future, I would like to suggest that the SACEP activities complement, thal Action
Plan,



, e M. Distinouished Dokiaais:

Time is of the essence. Indeed, for those In vainerable areas. tme i aitical. The islands of the Makdves are among the
mget wlrerable, Our islands are ow-ting and small. Over the parst 15 wears or 50, we have observed that coastal erosion
has rapidly ncressed. Today, over 40 percent of the inhabited idanis ane facng 2 senous srosion problemn, which
physically ifweatening the selifements on them. We wish b bring this new and alarming threat to the attention of the
Emosion may be an earty waming of an mpending disaster. For, the average height of gur islands is only one metre abowe
522 fevel. Accrating (o the worst case scenanio estimates of the IFCE, sea lsveis coutd rise by about 95 centimestres by e
end of the next. century, Should Hhat ba the case, over S percent of the Land area of the Maldives will be inundated,

In 1947 unusually high swalls caused widespread destruction throughout the Maldives. In Make', 2 large portion of the
reciaimed land was washied away, houses were damaged and residents had o be temporarly evacuaied. On e adjacent
sland of Hulhule, aviation operations of the Make' Intemational Airport had o be suspanded undil damage b the runwery
and prpuipment coukd be repaired. Again, in 1991, unprecedentad mansoonal Shomms wikaked extenshee estnaction. Over
11 percent of the popudation were aifected. Losses wers astymabed at US § 30 million, equivakent 1o 12 percent of our GDP
of that e,

1 would ke o ack! hare thal we are concemed by the cument, long spell of dry and haot weather thoughout the Makdives.
Looloneg at past records we obsarve that Such an extended penod of hot weather is quite unusual, Could this perhaps be
another mandfestation of gicbal warming”

The Maldrves has already [aken many steps bo controd ecological degradation and (o protect and oreservs 5 ervimnment,
However, vt even 3 large country, let done a small one, Gon effectively address these problerns on its own. Obvicusly,
wnternational Co-operation is vital in this critical area. Therefore, we call upon the intemabional ommMpnity o halp s N
safeguarding our population and succeeding generalions.

A e Mirstears. Distinuished Del )

Thes year we: mark the International Year of the Ocean. No goulst, we all recognise e mportxce of the 00eans i oo ves
and n those of the generations to come. The Indan Ccean bangs together, in its lithoral states, neady one-hwd of the
work?'s population. [ is alse home Lo an immense diversity of manne life, and represents 2 vast regeonal (commons. For the
Maldrees, the Indian Ckoean remalns the backbone of its economy.

Almwmew'ld.Momamhavebeenﬂmigd&amofm.mmaﬁmmmmmm.

Desiroctve fishing practices and poaching by large fshng fleets can wipe out small scale and ervwonrmentalty friendy
fishenes.

The situastion demands that we take immediate steps for the conservation of the Indian Ocean. We will have o agrse on
rationa and reguonal Initiatives that will sustain manne ecosystems, T understand that $ACEF has been asisd to co-ondinate
the mplementation of the South Asian Seas Programme deweloped by UNEP. 1 urge all countnes to make wse of the
opportanetes prenaced under that programmae.

Horouradiee Mvasters, Distinguisied Delagatas:
When an earthouake hits and thousands of {ves ane 1o5t, we ane shocked by the tragedy, When an wcraft wgiooess i Ted-

vt huncirecks of people die, we ars overwheirned by greel. When we See viclims of temor, toen from smb b0 kmb, we
Shadder, and resolve to give £ no quarter.
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There are many othe: people tying everpday. Ko sensationd headines: no media coverage. They die a slow, painful death,
because of the emission of poisonous gases intn the atmosphers, dumping of tosde wastes Imto rivers and seas, and
becarse the chemicat and physical balance that supports fife on sarth is disturbed, If we really care about Rfe, the sense of
hxgs or indignation in such cases shoukd not be any less,

Honourabie Minicters, Distinepuiched Dedepates,

We shouk not wait for the fumes o come and choke us, Bafore the last tree has been felled, before the last river has been
powsoned, and befors the last fish has been caught, we should realise that maney does not feed. h

The choice that South Asla, and indesd the world, face tnday is a stark one. The options are alther Inertja or action. One
speils doom, the other survival and progress. [t will not e @ choice 4 country makes only for iself, or for one generation,
one time. But, it is one that will affect all gur countries and all our peoples, for all Bmes.

Thank you!



ADDRESS OF WELCDME BY MR. HUSSATN SHIHAR,
DIRECTOR,
SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

¥our Exonllency Presicgenit Mauroon ADoisd Gayoom,

Honooratle Aboll Rechesd Hussain, Minkster of Plawiing, Homars Resources and Ervironment of Makdves
Hanowadie Syer! Asgfar A Shah, Mikster of Sisle for Howusing and Works, Idamic Republic of Palastan,

D, Suwit Yoonany, Region Diractor & Representative K Asia and the Faciic, United Natins Enerarvient Progranme
Honourablks Mineers, Your Exveliences,

Lot 2riel Grmnliarman,

1ta sngular honour for me this moming tn welcome you all to this Inaugueal Session of the Seventh Governing Councl of
the South Asia Co-operative Ermdronment Programme. & gives me great pleasune most of 3t to welcome His Excellency
President Maomoon Abdul Gayoom since we at SACEP consider His Excellency as the champion of the care for
amapnmental protection in South Asia,

His Barellency’s tumerous calls at vanous intemational fora has awakened the intermational commgnity o the plight of the
devslopeng coumdtries speciafly the Small Idand Rates doe o the reglect by the developed world in canng for the
Erronment.

¥our Excellency, ] thank you on behall of the member counines of SACEP for honouring s with your prssens: here to
maugurate this histonc 7™ Governing Coundd of SACEP.

T would 25 oz I thank His Excellency the Preddent and the people of Maldives for the kind hospitasity that has been
onven o B delenabions of SACEP member courines and the Ussted Nabons Agencmes,

Your Evnaleney, DEtnogrshed Minisiors, Ladies and Gertlermaen

The South Ama Co-operative Emaronment Programwne i in its 16" year of emimnmental protection activities an this regeon,
The Last four yaxs Nas seen 3 tremendous boost in Hhese activities, We have mplementzd programimes. on Ervironmental
Echeation, Founal Beodiversity, Enwironmentsl Data Gathering and Storage, Envipnmentsl Management and  Macine
Protecton and Corsesvation. Two of our on-going programenes deal with Envimnmental Legislation and Roral Beodiversty.
A SACER Wely Page would be s00n availabie for interested party to access, These innovalive and far reachneg progearmes
hiree hadd 3 great wmpact on future direction of amvironmental managesent i e region.

Your Exoelfency, Dhstinguisineg Mintsters, Laches and Oeniiemsn

In 3 cemate of decreasing funds Deing made avaidabhe for e developing muntries for development and emarcnmental
protecton, SACEP has been able to play a wal rele in moblising funds for evironment related oropects o the regean, With
the commetment of the member countries and the hardwork of the Secretarial Skaff, I have no doult that SACEP will
conbrme to play this vital and significant roke and be able b continue with He inplementation of its SACEP Strategy and
Prograrmme. A this junciure, [ would also like (o note the genertus assstance being given (o SAUCEP by the NOnseghan
Agency for Development Co-operation, Unted Nabons Ermnronment Programme, Asian Davelopment Bank and Econarsc
and Sood Commiszion for Asia and the Pacific,

Four Evcelency 2 Desbimgoished Minsters,

In conchrson ket me also welcome the Honourable Musters and Semor Offioals t this 7™ Governing Councal of SACEP. The
work done at the meeting of the Senior Oficals was an unusually gratifying exercise. 1 would Hke o thank e Sersor
Officals for the panstaking and diligent approach (0 the sk before them. [ am confident that all matiers put before them
hirre been consdierad in the most favourable kght and that the Honourable Ministers woukd be more [han satrsfied with the
Outcome. [ weslcome you Once again b rmy beauhfs country and hope that ths wat to the Maldeves will be not ondy fratha
but wel alsn be 3 memorable oocasion which will be remembered by all participanis of this Seventh Goverrang Coundl of
SACEP.
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ANNEX LV

ADDRESS BY HON. MR. ABDUL RASHEED HUSSAIN
MINISTER OF PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & ENVIROMMENT,
REPJBLIC OF MALDIVES

Your Exvatancy Presidert M3umoon Abdod Gayooe,

Monouralxe Ministars,

E¥reior of South Asia Co-operabive Srvirennent Programme, Mr. Hussain Shihah,
Regional Director of the United Nalipns Environment Programime, O, Suvit Yodman,
Ladies and Craniavneyy,

[t is a greal privilege for me to welcome you b the seventh meetng of the SACEP Governing Gouncil. This is the first tme,
the Maldves is hosting a Meeting of e Governing Councl of SACEP ang [ take great pleasurs in welooming to Maldlves the
Honourable Ministers and all the delegates wha have come to attend this meeting, [ wish you a successful meeting and
hope that you have an enjoyable and memorable stay in the Makd|ves,

AL this juncture, allow me also to thank Your Excellancy Mr. President for honouring us with your presence here this
moming to inaugurate this important meeting. Your Excellency's commitment ko the cause of environmental protection is
well known. In South Asla, Your Excellency has shaped the new political thinking on environment, and Your Excellency is
not just 2 man for all islands but a leader for whom South Asia will be prouc of a5 well,

Your Evcafienky, Monourabie Missters, Distinguished Delpeates,

We all recognise that today's progress must not come at tomortow's expense. Today's progress also doesn't have to come
at the expense of the 2ir wa breathe the water we drink, the food we sat, the land we lve in, or the species tat suppert life
on earth, Development and economic growth also dossn't have to come at the expense of ather peaple, otber cultures and
ather nations.

As we appamach the yedr 2004, cimate change threatens the survival of nations. Pollution endangers the health of people
and many speckes remain in danger of extnction. The preservation of natural resources we share is critical, not onky to
ensure the quallty of our cwm health and cur own well being, but also to halp all the people, the present and the future, to
enjoy a better life on planet earth. Thus, safeguarding the environment is a national, regional even a giobal obligation, for
which we are all responsible, Environmental protection and preservalion is a mmmon task, one to which every citizen,
&very community, every business amd every governiment shoudd be comemitted.

In ths regard, | applaud the work the South Asia Co-cperative Envirpnment Programime has been oing (o promote
anvironmental protection in the South Asian region. [ am pleased to note hars, that presently, we ars implamentng thres
projects in Makdives with the assistance of SACEP. These projects are amad at strengtivning our envirgnmental legisiation,
Strengthening qur envirgnmental information management capacity, environmental awsareness raising and state of the
Envirgnment reporting. .

We are particularty interested to see the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme continue the mecellent work it is
presently undertaking.

Your Excedency, Honpurabie Ministers, Disfinguishied Defogates

I should like to take this opportunity now to mention here some impaortant aspects in the Maldives, which may be of interest
to the delegates attending this meeting. The Maldivian government's overnding evvirarmental ohjective continues o be, to
maintaln and improve the envirgnment of the country and to manage the ressurces gontained therein, for the coliactye
berefit and enjoyment of present and futwe generations.



Thus, the Goverramend of Makdiveg has taleen Canefl medsures to snsure that the bwo mainstays of our SComy. Lursm
and Nsherles are sustainable. The Maldwes has develaped a very sulahle fore of tourism, apprniate o the Smell island
envifonmert. This has been achizved through very canefl consideralion of carying capacity mits and very stringent
Mesares o washs management and freshwater consenvalion.

In the probection of O Martne eimnment, we 350 hgwe wnderialen mporiant measures (o protect aur coral reels, a5
they art nmwwneyd for their aesthetic beaoty and speces dversity. Our fisheries law sirictly prohibits e exploliation of
mwmmmmhwum@mMmﬁnnmu
siles have been designated by the Govenment a5 protecied areas. To snsune that Nshenies s srstanalle, quanbity bmilks
hats besn set and conbols placed on bype of fisheries that can be practised. [n Maldives, drift net fishing # ot permitted
and in tuna flishing we use the pole and line method.

A bwo rilion bree prgramma has also been intialad n Jamsry 1996 Under this thiee year programme it is planned i
plant twe mallon additional trees in the Maldves. Racently 3 major dean up campaign also has been milishsd Dy our
President uncier the siogan "Independent Matdhves - Clean Maliives". The wide spresd suppart for and the sacoecs of thes:
CAmpaigns demonstrate the willlngriess and commitment of Maldivians D emdronmentil prtection.

Your Exxrslvricy;, Morurdbie Minister's Dstnguithed Dodegates

AL home we have woken up to face most of the Chalkenges that await us. But our home is i the global village. The village
that bekongs o Al of us. [n cur vilage cne friends negigence coukd mean doom for all of us. e this regan! we urge al our
neighbours: and friends to help us in Making owr globa vilkage 3 safe and pleasant vilage and et us all remain brue B the
sairit of Rig.

Thank you.
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AMNNEX ¥ .

ADDRESS BY CHAIRMAN GOVERNING COUNCIL 6
.HON. MR. SYED ASGHAR ALI SHAH,

MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOUSING AND WORKS
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

Evesiiency Maumoon AbGi Gapoon!, President of the Repuliic of Maikdives,
Exveliancies,

Disinguisher Detegales, .
Ladhes and Ganfamen,

Tt is ingeed a great honour for us @ have your distinguished presence at the inauguraticn of the Seventh Soveming Coundl
Meeting of the South Asia Co-operative Envirgnment Programme being held here in Male, We are thankful s you for taking
e off from your busy schedule and (o honour us with your gracious presence which will be 3 great source of
encouragement to the distinguished paricipants of the Governing Countil who have gatherad here to delberate upon on a
number of very important envirgnimental issues of concern to s region.

Your Exeeiency,

I bring you: the greetings and good wishesof the Prime Minister of Pakistan His Excellency Mohamed Mawaz Sharnf and tha
people of Pakistan. May T also take this opportunity b convey (o the Government of Makdives the appreciation of al the
distinguished delegates who are here for the very warm hospitality axtanded to tham, The care and wanmith shown by pour
pacpe have touched our heacts and 1 assurs you that we all will carry very happy memeorles of our stay in the Maldives.
The exicedlent arrangaments made for the meeking has ansured that our mesting will be 3 successful one.

Your Exeofioncy.

We are all impressed by tremendous efforts belng made by the Republic of Maldives under your able guldance and
leadership to preserve the prising envirenment of this beautiful country. Issues concerning the environment are receiving
top priority which is an indication of the importance being attached ta this important subject by your Government.

SACEP since its ingepbon in 1982 has grown in stature. Duning the recent years SACEP has been in the forefront of
envirpmental activities in the South Asian region. They have undertaken many inngvative and meaningful projects which
wioLld contribute 1o the improvement of our hreatened environment. Pakistan has besn associated with SACEP since its
very inception and has been supporting and benefiting from its programmes of activibies both at the regional and the

national level. We are fimily committed te the efforts of SACEP and would endeavour to assist His organisation to the best
of gur blity,

Excefencies, Ladres ardd Gertfemen.

We the people of South Asla are heirs to & unique history and rich culture, Qur paople are very industrious and enterprising.
South Asia is rich In buman resources with more that one Afth of the world population inhabiting it. We have the poténtial
o emerge as an economically powerful entity ke the European Union or ASEAN. Unfortunately we are caught up In a
vicious cirde of paverty, environmental degradation and under develapenent. Achivities and inibatives at the natianal and
regional levels can prevent the deding in our socig-econgmic advancement, Wea should hamess their full potental to
prevent environmental degradation, eliminate poverty and piace our countries on the path af development.

Excaliences, Distingurished Defegates,
The Govarning Coundl has before it a full and important agenda. Many issues are of great relevance and have a direct

bearing on the weifare of our peaple. The Governing Council woulkd review its progress and give directions to he Sarretariat
For Future activities,



SACEP will hiwt fo address Serously the guestion of resowce mobilisation which is of wital mportance for the
implamentation of s programmes. Being poor countries, we are all faced with resource constraints. We e hawever

WMMMMHWMMMMNHWHNMHM
region in this important feld of sndeavour.

Excellencies, Ladles and Gertlernan, with these wards now T hame the great honour an¢! privilege: o requeest Hes Excellency

Mavmaon Alxkd Gayoom, President of the Republic of the Maldives to inaugurate the Seventh Governing Counclt Mesting of
SACER and address this distinguished gathering. e
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ANNEX VI

ADDRESS BY DR, SUVIT YODMANI

DIRECTOR & REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
UMITED MATIOMS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME,
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

e ey, o, Ao A oo, st f o et f e ~

Honoorabie Minstoers,

Distinguished Parficipanls and Guests,

1 would ke irst of all to convey to His Excefiency President Gayoem and the Goveming Councll the warm grestings and
best wishes of Dr. Klaus Toepfer, the new Executive Director of the United Nations Environiment Programme. Dr. Toepfer
regrets very much his inabflity @ visit your beautiful and hospitable country on this occasion dube o other pressing
engagements but 1ooks fovwand #0 doing 50 in the future. The Executive Diector has akso asked me to extand b you Mr.
Chairman, and through you to the distinguished Representabives of member Stales of the South Asia Co-operative
Emvironment Programime, and the Director SACEP Mr. Hussain Shihab and his staff ab the Secratariat, his best wishes for
successful deliberabions at the Seventh Session of the SACEP Governing Council

Al the beginning of this month ln New Delhi the Executive Director Dr. Toepfer unfolded UNEP's new profile and highlighted
severa] of the priority areas of action, almost all of which are of special interast to the South Asia region and therefore Lo
SACEP ard our joint programmie of activites. In emphasising the importance of safeguarding the emvironment in the
context of the urgent need for developing countres to pursue seonomic growth and social justice, ha sald:

N one wordt Aol hat the fess developed countries shoudg ramain condemned o perpetusl undertieveiooment. The
fecpitimate deveiopment nesds of people carrl be deniad By Lsing ouments Ry snvireamenta concern. The natwat
resources of Mother Earthh are finvted, But af the same bime. diverse ervirtridtental impacts 0 @ cedFin degres ic
rewersidie by human et This, i fact i what sustainaive developrment i aff about, and o make [t chese it i st of o
deveipoment. Al hurrian beitgs fiave 3 Aght [0 use Bheir RafLral resoUTes in @ SUSEInaiva way [0 Snalva tham 1o pursie
SCLTNTHE developmient. We must not resign 1o’ parcenved Simits of growth. W must qonstandy axplors ihe fontias of
SCONOTIC Growilt it ways i wiNdT e natLrdd resource Base creales onnontuities for fusman growth, Tha growth that we
fook B must ba sconormically, envingamenially and socaly sustainabie, *

This paradigm constitutes the essential backdrop and guiding light for UNEP's work 1n the field of enviranment. [ have no
doutt that SACEP and all its member States will warmnly welcome this balanced approach to environment ang development
enunciated by Dr. Toepfer,

Among the major areas of focus for UNEP's wark that Dr. Toepfer listed are saveral [ssues of spedal congern b countries in
South Agia, Ameng these are early warmung systems, pricrity setting and the development of infarmation on the hat Epats
and environmental atastrophes to alert nations of potential conflicts over common shared resources; further develoing
vl improving UNEP's leadership role in forging political consensus on smerging ervironmental problems and n e
development, of ecoromic instruments; promoting the use and application of inngvabve Bconomic instruments and prachcss
as effioent and cost effective tools for achieving the goals of sustainable development, and building on the successes
achieved in daveloping majer olobal and regional emaranmental agreements and ensuring their effective implermentation. 1n
this regard, Dr. Toepfer said that UNEP 15 prepared to take a decisive Foflow-up ta the Kyoto Protoces, which is 2 matter of
Exirame mnpartance (o courtnes In South Asia and espedally countries like the Maldrees which are particularly vulnerable o
the pradicted conseqsences of chmate change,

1l
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Marry of these issues have already been the sulject of major joint nitiatives betwasn SACEP and UNEP during the Last three
years in the aveds of snvironmental Management, environmental Law and emvironmental assessment and Implementation of
CoMmetrnlines. UMEP is fully commithed to building on dhese activities and consoldating the signifiant achidwements. of our
Joint activities: in e years o come.

UMEs bonds of friendship, support and mutual oo-operation with the South Asia Co-operative Ervironment. Progrstere
goes hack bo its very inception in 1982, In the sixtesn yesrs that folkawed, SACEF has camied out many oubstanding projecs
and progranemes in the fieid of environmental management in South AR and has grown in stattre and acquired the
recognition and respect of Governments, intemational organesations and the donor Community as the principal nter-
gevernmental implementing onganisation in e fisd of envimonmental management in the South Asia region. Following the
request from roember goverrunents UNEP has assished in the estabishment of SACEPS Environmental and Matura
Resources Information Cantre [SENRIC). SENRIC has been effactive in (Essamination of tools for evninonement 2eseament.
Other aras of co-operation Include envirormental taw, capadty bukding induding braning, Implementation of
ewirxanental mnventons and Regional Seas Achon Plan,

Air Polution ard s effects ame major concem in South Asia. With agreement of member governments UNEP will assicy
SACEF to Fgiernent 3 new programme on air pollution in 1998.

The distincive uniueness of SACER lies in s prowen ability o comectly identify national and regional nesds, devrsiop
practical ard result oriented acivites in dose moperalion with national representatives of e member States and pariner
agencies, and very efficdently and cost-affectively organise and manage their implementation. The Director and Me stalf of
the SACEP Secretanial deserve our desp appreciation and congrabulabions for their excellent work. SACEP's very substanbal
accomplishunyents woukd not have been possible without the salftess commitment and dedication of ity snall but highly
competent: stalf

Before | conciude, [ should ke b ke this opportunity 1o express on behall of UNEF and on my Own personal behall our
desp appreciation of the outstanding contribution made by Mr. Hussain Shihab, the Diredir of SACER who will shortly
renquEh his dutes as Director. He brought with hem to bws task a wealth of experience in the anea of emamnment, having
M-asﬂtwnmrinmﬂeowambmufﬁmrmm“mw&meMﬂml-lisunprmdmiu'nauc
andt negonabion Sakks, as wall 25 edendive managerial egenence has made & possible for SACER o make wery Sgidicant
advances during s tenure of office n promoting fruitful collaboration among the member countres on 3 wide range of
emamnmental progeammes, He has also succeeded of the same Bme in forging enduring  partnersheps with several
ompane=ahons within and outside He Linited Nations. system, mchuding UNEP and n strengthening donor confdenos n the
Apaoty of SACFP ho deliver results, which led p aibstantial fundmg of SACER'S programines of activibes by Inbernational
Baniong Instibutions ang Dongr govermimenis. We take this opportnily to wish Mr. Shihal a very happy and rewarding
fubure Carper. Wi also take this spporturaty o wesh the rew Dwector of SACEP, Cr. Ananda Raj Joshi 3 very sccesshul (e
of ofice and pledgs E0 em our continuing co-operabion and Sapport.

Thanl you,

I
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ANNEX ¥11 .

VOTE OF THAKKS BY HON. MR. ABDULLAHI MAJEED .
DEPUTY MINISTER OF PLANNING HUMAN RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT
MALE, REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

Your Excpllancy Prasidont Maumoon Abcid Gayoom, .
Homourabia Maisters, “

Idaemtmmwa‘ulehgempmmamteurmammﬂmamgaum.

mwwnmum:mnumﬁnwm&uumwuﬂ, Mr. Huezain Shihab for
conCuETig us to host the Seventh Meeting of the Governing Coundl in the country. Though this is the first me Maldives is
convening a meeting of the Governing Counl, we have hosted some seminars and workshops in the past, While SACEP
fl.l'lmmsvdl'.'!n'lndeststaﬁ,H'leni‘ganisaﬁonBdﬂmanﬂwmﬂ,hmm#hmmmﬁumﬁﬁa.
Twenty projects. are formulated for the period 1996 - 2000 to be conducted in the countries. of the Region, Three projects
arebeingIlmlumnudinmeMaldvesmrmJghtr-eassimeofsacEP.Ihavenadnubtthatwewﬂrreaptiﬁrbenemsin
a few yaars fime once when the projects are completed,

Mr. Prai
Hornooraive Ministars,

e iy

1 wish to sxpress my profound appreciation to His Excellency the President for taking Eme off of his crowded offical dulies
for gracing this ceremony. Mo doubt, yel again, this is testimony of his whoke hearted commitrnent for enviconment, Mr,
President, your unwavering efforts ta demonstrate the plight of snvirsnment from Vancouver in 1987 to New York in 1997

and the major camgaign conducted at home have mads environment Smonymous with your name both at atmad and
home alike. We are ruly proud af your enlightenad and far-sighted keadership.

We are honuured with the presence of Hon. Suresh Prabhu, Minister of Environment and Forasts of India, Hon. Syed Asghar
Ali Shah, Minister of State fior Housing and Works of Pakistan Hon, Mandimitra Ekanayake, Mirister of Environment and
Forests of 5ri Lanka and, We are most grateful for their visits despite Préssing commitments in their countiies,

We would fike to thank wvery much Or. Suvit Yodmant, UNEP's Regional Diector, and the Representative of the Execubive
Diractor of UNDP for giving priorty to Maldives cespits 3 yery important meeting in Geneya,

Finally, T would like to racord my appreciation to all the presantees and stalf of bath quvernment and private affices who
made this ceremony passibie through their king assistance,

Thank you,
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ANMEX VIII

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

SEVENTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL
MALE, MALDIVES
22 APRIL 1998

AGENDA
1 Opening of the Meeting
2 Bection of Ofice: Bearsrs
3 Adoption of Agenda and Organisation of Work

4 _ Loudry Statemers 5 Stabements by United Mabons Agencies, Internabional/Regional Organksabions and Aid

Consortia
5 INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

a) SALEP Secrelariat

1] Subsject Arsa and Couniry Focal Porits
& PROGRAMME MATTERS

ay Progress of Programme and Project Activiies
b) Review of [Intermational Co-operation

2 FINANCIAL MATTERS

& Country Contributions from Member States for SACEP Secretaniat
b) Establishment of Trust Fund for SACEP Programemes

¢) Approval of Annut Auxgited Report of Accounts for 1996

) Approval of Programme and Secretariat Budget for 1998 & 1959

8. Any Dther Business
9, Adopticny of the feport

10. Closure of Meeting
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ANNEX IX

STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION
HON MR. SURESH P. PRABHU

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS

INDIA

It is a privilege for me b; represent my country at this 7th meeking of the Governing Council of the South Asia Co-operative
Environment Prograrmme, and an added pleasure that i is being held in this basubiful country.

It was In klamabad that the Goveming Councl last met almost three years ago. This long gap is unforunate. We ae
Iriends and naighbours and 3 small wel-knit group. If we are to achieve anything concrete, it must ba done at a quickened
pwe.lmggestﬂutm:rewmu'hepracﬁceurmunqmgmaﬂvaswehadheendoingeadierm.

mmmmmmmgﬂammnmmm not only in cur ragion: but throughout the world. The
most mamentous of these was undoubtedly the United Nations Conference on Erwironment and Developxnient, Ric de
Janeiry was the occasion to stregs the right b development, whilst also recognising that if development had to hawve any
real meaning, it should be sustainabbe, Developing countries faced an uphill 3sk, but we did secure cut ohjective. The R
Dedaration squarely placed Lhe eradication of poverty as a goal central to snvironmental conesrvation. Anerda 21 15 a
blueprint which holds cut hope to the deveioping workd, promising benefits in many fields ke agnicuiture, literacy, health,
technology, covmbating desertification and deforestation, management of watsr resources, oceans and so on, 3cceping that
this is the only way to sacure the: fulure weli-being of ur pianet.

Concern For anvironment has been an integral part of the Tndian psyche ang social processes from time immemaorial and s
reflected in the Constitution of India, The Directive Prinaipies of State Folicy have enjoined o protect the envirommant and
safeguard the forests and wikdlife, Our Constitution provides that it shall be the fundamental duty of every dlizen to probect
and improve the natural environmant incuding forasts, fakes, rivers and wildlife and to have cxmpassion For diving
treabures. The {radithons and sustainable modes of life which have For centuries. nourished the lives of the pecple of our
Sauth Asian couniries seern to have extracted a price in 3 differant time when the race for developrment overtook US heaving
some Stales like ours behind due to a varety of reasons, palitical and economic. The result has been creation and
perpetiation of poverty and low levels of devilopment, acosntuated &y sodial conditions of il heafth, malnutriten and
iliteracy, lsading to Fegh rates of papulation growth.

Independent indiz has rvelled a long way on the path of modernisation and [ndustriaksation. From the very beginning we
are committed o the goal of providing a better quality of life to our obizens with better health care, wida-soread education,
Clean drinking water, housiyg, o, Despite gur many ang varied proflems, we have sl been able o take very IMpressive
strides in the improvement of the socio-economic conditions of our people, even though muoch still remams to be done, The
SConmic developement [hat has been achiswad has Brought in its wake many unwanted cunsequences with effects on our
natural resources. The forest cover has diminished, though marginaliy. Our rivers are affected by pelluten. Mining and
other industrial activitles hawve led Lo the degradation of land and air piution is a matter of major concem in the wban
areas. Dur sucoess woukd be determined in our ability to meet these and cther challenges.

Despite a planned approach and commitment of substantial resgurces For meeting ciwe needs of cur urban areas, the
increase of urban population has put remendous pressure on Civic amenitios. Management of municipal and industrial
waste water as well as solid waste is a matter of urgent concern.



Another area of priority is the energy requiremunt for the large population of our country. On 1he one hand we are making
MHMMWMMWMWMWWWNMH
Fnporiance of a shift from the blomass msources for entrgy to commerdial energy whether from hydel or thermal sourgess,
Al the same time leaening in view the major emAronmental consaquences of enengy from thase sounces, we have atso tiken
mmnmﬁmwmmdmﬂmnmdm
sound techndgitgies.

MﬂdedammM.MMMMMﬁmmtm
mmmmmmmemdmmwﬂummm,mmmmmmmu
achieving a further 13 per cent forest cover. Through our widespread network of national parks and Sanctuanies we have
mmmmwmmummumﬁmmwmmmemumM

Al these objectives are well supported by legelative and reguiatory measues which ars almed at the presarvation anti
protzction of emionment. Some of them are the Ax (Prevertion and Control of Pollution) At of 1961, the Water
{mmw#mum}Aﬁtufl?ﬂ,ﬂﬁ“mn&rﬁ{ﬁﬂu:ﬁon}ﬁﬂnfﬂﬂﬁﬂndﬂmﬁeﬂ{@mwmﬂ
Act of 1980. Besides the legislative measures, 3 National Conservation Strategy and Policy Staterment of Envionment and
Development, a National Forest Policy and a Policy Statement of Abaternent of Pollulion has been evolved. We are also in
mmdhnmaamummﬂmmmvmﬁmwawaﬁwamm.

mwmﬁammmmarehMMnmmmemufpmtmmnftheuwmeuf
hﬁmm:lanmmmmmmmmmmminwmwmmmwmm
Now ixdended to the entire Country in 2 (vogramme kncwn 25 the National River Action Frogramme. The Programme has
uaemummhgMwawqmuwofmﬂwuuu'QMdMﬁﬁCwageandimamumm
discharge in the river.

On the issue of air pollution caused by vehucles, goverrvnent has nibated vanous ProramiTas sach as tightening of
ertissﬁmnarnufwnewﬂhds,mmmormﬁmwmm&ﬁfmmmﬁ.mwfmm

introduction of unteaded petrol and catatytic converters which presentty covers only a few citles would be extended b5 all
the Citwes,

mﬁmmmmmmmtmmmmummwwmmmmw
Sl.tm‘amMmetCmmtimmmmumm.mmﬁmmEmmw.Mﬁmwﬁmm
Transboundary Mowement of Hazargdous Wastes and the Comenbon to Combat Oesertification, among others. inda has
bemmilgisammmmtsummevammwhhiﬁaﬁngvmmmmamw
hlﬂ'qmimmt'nitial:hresin'd'heregm.Tumafnu,nemslzdmeﬁrstkﬁannwtuimm
Desertification »n India and the SAART Environment Minsters Corferece, -

wampmuunsaremteasymmwmmmmwwmmmmmmﬁw
dﬂﬁuﬂhgmld,hdaedmemdemﬂd,mmmbeﬂamdbefm,ardsuhedthrnugh,aMm&emel.hted
Nabon Commisson on Sustainables Davelopment, in whach owr voices have bo be rased with comaction and heand with
reponsbity. When we have regicnal co-operation we can be sure that international co-oparation cannol be Far behend.
MWWMMMMMmmMMmmmMMMIWMM
avironment even a fraction of the extent Lo which it has already been jeoparised.



mmmunmmmmmwm:wmmmmmum
geographical region, sharing redated cimatic and social condiions, thers are many obvious areas where wet il Work
bogether,

SACEP should hamess the enthusiasm of the common man of South Asta. Ow populations together constitute one-fourth of
hwmaniingd. I the woice of South Asia i§ 1o be heard in intemational debates on the on the arvironment, we havs to
otinue b display our witingness, capablity and responsitility, i G-operating with each constructively; snd making our
region a model of sustainable development. We have the natural rsources and we have the strength and abifites angd
infirite: wisdom of gur people. It is for us, NOw, th Provide the wWsion. Wa must all work ogather o strengthen SACEP so
that & is in a better position o sestain and continue i programmes andd acivitles.

T thank the Government and the people of Makiives for the warm welcome they have accorded us, and for hosting the

Governing Council Mesting. The warmth, affection and efficency we have experienced here augurs well for the tasks ahead
of SACEP.
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ANMEX X

STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE MALDIVIAN DELEGATION

M. ARBDULLANHT MAJEED

DEPMUTY MINISTER OF PLANNING, HIMAN RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT,
REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

M. Chairrnan,

Dtinguished Delegales

unm:mmmmmmumm.mmmmmwmmm
e of office.

Mmmmmﬁmaﬂmmmwm.MEmm
foundtation in 1962 SACEP has over the past 16 years reached a level of maturity that other similar regional organisations in
mmmmmmmmm.mmmwmmMnmmmﬁ
emwironmental polices and programmes since the historic Earth Summit held in 1992 is especially noteworthy, For this |
mmmmmmwmummlmvmmmmm
mmmmmmnmmumam,wmwmmmmm
wmmumnmmmmmlmmmmm:mmmm.
Let e aises take this opportunity to congratulate the new Director of SACEP, Mr. Ananda Raj Joshi from Nepal and wish bim
wel in Alfiling his duties.

mﬂmmmwmmmmmmmmemmmmcﬁpﬂuﬁ
Emvirormment Programime,

The first s on strengthening environmental legidlation, the second is on strengthening the environmengal wiformation
wmwmmIMMWMMMEmmuimmmwmm
mwm#mmmtmpmthg,mmmem"mﬁmmmtmepmqmssufUmpmjemism.

mﬁ.mmmmmmmmmmwmummmmmscrmuearumﬁmmm
first that

tmnmmmmmmnumsmwumwmwlsmmmmmmmm

mmwmmmrmmmmwwitiswmmatmﬁnalrepmwilheready
by June this year,

My haeThan,

Mﬁhmmwmmmummwmwwmmmmmmhhmd
mm.WEWamwmmmﬂmm&-mameEmmmtﬁogrmm
MmﬂwmuiuﬁngasnEduhgnm.Hmemm,ﬂhameImdeﬂmmmmofmq
mwm@mmammmwhmmm“mmm&mmuwamp
mmsultc,hMManﬁmmhMMiMﬁmhahthm-
mmwmmmmmm,mﬂeﬁntﬂmfumemummmnfmmmw



Mr. Chairrraan, '

We have been able o congider all the lsues Hhat were put on the agenda of the senior officlals mesting and have
detiberatzd and agreed on resolulions that the honouraible ministers could consider in the Governing Councl, We agree o
the need 10 hive & fuly functional Secretarst v SACEP and Hwes understand the dire need to ncrease the country
Cowmiributions. We sssure you that our Government will give tos consideralion to Hhese bouuss and report: 1o @ Secretieiat
25 agrewd,

M. Chairman,

Before conduding, T would (ke you to recal the Imporiant ssues mentboned by owr President a few hours ago. His
Exceliency highlighted beach erodon and the threats of cimate rhange and Sea level rise a3 the bwo most pressing
concems facing our country. We would thus Bke b reiterate the need for intemational assistance in owarcoming these
issues and request South Asia Co-operative Emironment Progracmme to kaok info thege Reues jn their fuhsre programmes.

Thank You.

30



ANNEX XI

STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE NEPALESE DELEGATION
H.E. MR NILAMBER ACHARYA

ROYAL NEPALESE AMBASSADOR TO SRI LANKA

HIS MAJNESTY'S GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL

Your Eeellenoies
Dechinguichens Do
Ladkes 2yl (zentiermer: -

X gres me greaat pleasure o attend this important meeting of the Seventh Governing Coundil of the South Asia Co-
w&wmmwmmmmMmmmmmm.lmu
hmmmmmmmmmmmmmm:ammruMwammm
u:MHMMdﬂmMmMammhmm“mmfwaurmmmhm

Itisirmmamdmmmmmmsmmaaﬁmmmsmwﬂm
hmmammmdmm.lmmmtﬂmmm&uh
ol of s, manmuormmmunmmwnmmimmmmm
hirmiuwﬁng.ﬂgﬁﬂamandinkaeﬁngmmmﬂﬁmmmhqﬁmnfmrwngmemmm.Int?ismgam,
uvmmmmnwmmewﬁsdmmmmmmnrmemmwamwwdm
ConvEcher o

MMMNMGFMWMMMW PMan (NEPAP) was a major step baken in
keeping with the nation's comimitment ko maintaining a balance betweer arvirgnment and development. The NEPAP, which
WMMamsmduahmdﬂemmwmwzl well reflects the Government's
appropach of integrating evvirsnmant concems with the development activities, The policy actions ervisaged n e NEFAP
hml'rntmd1::nu‘ml:ewstalnablemmrﬂ‘n.Mwe,asadwelnplngnahm.mmwbewhﬂmw'ﬁe
mmm#mrdngﬂmﬂmtmlemrmmmm.

The majar errironmental challenges faong us are broadly rural and whan n their charactssestes. Deforestaton, scil
emw'u,mdmmﬂEmmmwﬂmmmﬂmmmamtmmmmmm
waterpnl.nmmmpuundedbvmmgen-csamaummmmmwﬂiﬁuisgmﬁngwithtﬂmplarmmw
aﬂmwabsaﬁmmihealmwﬁplicabnnsfnrmeutanpem [n addetion, widespread poverty associated with high rate
ufmwmsgmaurmnhibutedmmegqumw&gﬁdaﬂmhmemmw. We s see 3 close ink
Mmmmwmmmmmmmmdmmmm,

lnmewFM;‘rearPlan.Mmﬁxﬂn&tﬁh&mgﬂmhmﬂallﬂaﬂmmﬂemﬂmnaﬁmﬁw.ﬁm
hawe besn cearly chalked out Lo institutionakse the [nitial Emaronmerntal Examination and Ermaronmental [mpact
-lﬂﬂssmmtpm-:essfordwelnpmentpmjectswmrhenmalmnfnmrﬂsmgdamagemnarural,memww
cuhnlu‘nimntofbnmthemralandurbaancpmuﬂeabgm:ttothmpmcess.mwmshﬁbem
Mmﬂemﬂe‘spﬂrﬁdmnindemnmbentprm

Sumduﬂmaxrpdwinuﬁanuemathmbeenﬂmnn'uemﬁ\planrelatemairuymmmmwcarm\gcapauw
Détser] resounce wbirsabon, combatng ail forms of wban emanmmental poliuticn, integrabng emarcomental education with
the school cumnculum and ensunng partiapabon of womeniolk and the youth at the local level i environmental actnabes,



In recant years, the estabiishment of e Ministry of Population and Envronment with the mandate o work towards
preserving smvironment and piomoting sustainable develogment, and the enforcament of the Enviconment Protection Act
~ anvd Reguiadons have been bwd Landmark achisvemants. The Act and the Reguiations are now in e procoess of Deing
enfomsd with the objective of preseraing envirgnment ot its bact possible state and 0 primot: Sustainabie approach to
deveiopment &fforts. The key features of the Act/Reguiations are, among others, the provisions for institubonaltsation of
Initial Ervronmental Examinaticn and Environmental Impact Ascecament process and pollution contral machanisms, and
those for comservation of ecologicatty and culturally sensitive sites.
Az 3 mamber country, we are well aware of our shane of role and responsibiity to anable SACEP o fnction more
effactivaly towards ervironmental presarvation at the regional lewel angd thereby be instrumental o hping s member
coumiries to act on Agenda 21 and corfribude positvely b the global emvironment. TE woudd alsa be highly commendable if 3
major thrust s given to the preservation of fraglle mountain ecosystemn, the indigenous people and practices, and sound
and sustainable resources management for the afleviation of poverty prevalent in this region.

In eonchusion we wish o recognise the many contributions made by M, Hussain Shihab as Director of SACEP and the staff
of SACEP secretarial. We would like 1 place on record the singere appreciation of His Majesty's Govenmant of Napal for
the assistance al o-operation sadendad by the [memational Agences, Norwegian Govemmant and others for camying out
the mandate of SACEP., We would akso live to assure to the distinguished delegates and SACEP Secratariat that His
Majesty’s Governiment will provide full support o implement the programme and activitles of SACEP.

We once again thank the Government of Maldives for successfully convening this meeting and wish heartify for the grest

success af the SACEP in the years ahead in promoting and extshng understanding and co-pperation among it member
natons fior a bright fubure for all.

Thank you'!



ANMEX XII

STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE PAKISTAN DELEGATION
HON. SYED ASGHAR ALL SHAH

MINISTER OF STATE FOR HGUSING AND WORKS
ISLAMARAD, PAKISTAN

M. Clusimnan

It is indesd an honour for me o represent Paldstan at the Seventh meeting of the uoverning Counal of South Asia Co-
operabve Ermironmernt Programme (SACEP), here in Male. We are thanidul (o the Republic of Haldives for hosting thes
meehng in this beautiful island state. We hope and pray that the pvistine eowimonment of this beautiil country ives forewss
and enhanced fir the wetfare and benefit of the people of Maldives, 'We are 350 enjoying the nospitality extended b 15 by
the Government of Maldives since our arvival i thes capetal city. The SACFP Secretaciat has alse done exoslant work n
prepanng doouments for this Counc! meeting and in thes regacd T must appredate the keadershiy and the gudance
proaded B the SACEP by ils Director Mr, Hussain Shihab of the Republic of Maldives, 1 also wekome: the new Direcior of
SACEP Dr. Ananda Raj Joshl from Nepal who wilf scceed Mr, Hussan Shihab,

M. T

Pakistan has the honowr and privilege of beng associated with SACEP since ibs inception. We have been supporting this
organisation and benefiting frien its programimes. of activities both 3t the regicnal and the national kevel. Recently, a joint
UNEPS MORAD / SACEP team led by Mr, Hussain Shihab weted Pakrstan and we agraed on 3 number of wery important and
sordaant activites in Pakistan [n ass00abon with SACEP. These indude Stengthening of Environmental Legestation, Public
Aveareness v Education, Environments Law and Policy Devslopment, Efective [mplementation of key Ermvironment
Corventiorss and Human Resources Devslopment. We are especially looking forward o a oonfererce on the Roke of
Judcciay in Promoting Emvironmental Managemént and Sustainatie Development in Pakistan. To his and an important
meeting has already taken place between: (el heshee of Palostan and SACEP Sacretariat. We stand ks s commidment.

M. Chairnan,

South Asia is 3 unique Regqon with nch history and culbure. [ pecple are hand working and emergetic. However, these full
potential has not baen explted due to finznoal and mstinmional constraints. Poverty is still mmpgant and its emaonment
continues 10 degrade despite the natural souce base, namely land, water and vast oceans. Several activiies andg
utiathes at the regional el can meaningfully omplement and support our national efforts o prevent deoradation of our
natural environment and up oot the scounge of poverty and deprivabion from e region. SACEP s an deal nstitution o
pronacie keaershen N ths regaed. It must emenge a5 a credible institubion of standing at the: regional kewed oo which notionas
and giobal emaronmental organisations must ook ug. The member countness mest provide mesoure=s and support B enabie
SATEP assume this mle. We hope that progremimes of activibes now under consideration of the Governing Councl prowices
wseful frameweork 10 the achuevament of ths objectves, [ hope nry feliow collsagues frpe the South Asan Countres wall
o their approvdd b0 s progranwne of work,

My, Chairrnan,

AL the natonal keved, Pakistan has Baken & rumber of measares B2 establish and strengthen ils programeme activities i the
furld of ervirpnmental management. A compeehensive Pakistan Ermanonmental Protection Act has been enached which o
politeal partes unanamousty supportad, [t will anable us B estabiish an apex Pakistan Environmental Protecton Councl
wncer the Prme Minister of Paldstan drasng memnbeérstep from Gowemment, ndustry, business and academec. We ane
Closety worlang with the industry for the enforcement of Nabonal Enveronmental Quality Standants and Estabirshvment of
SStarable Development Fund, Designaton of Emampnmental Magestrate and Ervirpnmental Tribunas and on espanded
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Programme: of Mass Awareness and Environmantal Bcucation for il involament of government; and cvil Socety In ths
common endeavour, We will requast SACEP %0 sipport all these acthities especially in the enchange of information,
esiabliishment of a network of imstitutions of swironment and sharing experience of good practices on ervironment. We
My S50 Makiain a roster of eqarts it helpy coumiries of the region.

M, ChBrrve.

Protection and Pressrvation of Ersironment is our maral duty, not only for the prasent but the future genstation. Tt requines
concertad actions at the: kocsl, rational, reginal and gicbal level. We will continue to work to bring required synergy at the

locai level. To this end, we will support SACEF and its Secretaniat in whalever wary needed 1o effactively respond 1o the
emaronmental challenges,

T wish the delberations of this meeting all sucoess,
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STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE SRI LANKA DELEGATION
HON. MR. NANDIMITRA EKANAYAKE

MINISTER OF FORESTRY & ENVERONMENT
SRI LANKA

M. Chadirrhar,
Honouratie Meysers,
Dvtimacher! Deeples.

This statement entails rmportant actions undertakoan by S Lanka during the past few years in relation to the protection,
management 3nd anhancement of the emvironment.

1. Sri Lanka has prapared the National Erndronmersial Action Pan [NEAP) in 1991 and has opdated & for the period
1995 - 1934, During that period, Ministry in charge off the Ervironment was able 1o launch the first project out of
NEA? in 199G as Envionmental Action 1 Project with assistance reteived from the World Bank under a soft kean. It
is being successfully implementad at present and has considered the Institutional strengthening and capacity
buiding of the Ervvironrment Division of the Ministry and the Central Environmental Authority. It has also tBken ntp
accourd the Land degradation in the hill country. One other aspect of e project s encouraging the NGO's vl
i Conservabion activities to join hands with the government o aim al sustainable development with stakehoidar
pariopation. Dunrig 1997 action was inftiated to updats the NEAP for a further period from 1996 - 2001.

A S Lanka has well conceived the actions suggested in Agenda 21 and at present taking stams o incomorste them in
the Mational Brvironmental Actlon Man 1998 — 2001, There 5 much concem in the Country o have a Nabonal
Agerela 21, wiwch wollld inoxpomte adions suggeshed in Aganda 21,

3 Sri Lanka has buitt up its capadity on Environmentar Tmpact Assessment (ETA) over the last 16 years. ETA has besn
user] in 5 Lanka and it was legally mandated for 3 development projects with sgnificant srearonmental impact by
the Mational Erdronmental ACt (Amendment) M. 56 of 1988, The need o provide a kegal framework for ETA and
the raereng of 3 cadre of profisaonals in EIA were recognissd in 56 Lanka, US AID extended support for this
purpase by launching the Natural Resouirces and Ermamnmental Policy Froject (1991 — 1997 under a grant. The E1A
process s mandated for the prescribed projects whsch need bo be approverd by the Project Aponning Agencies
(PAA). The Miruster in charge of Emvronment decides on the st of presmnbed projects and designates appropnate
sale Agenches as Propact Approvng Agencies. The frst two onders and regulabons were published on 23 June
1953 angt designated L4 State Agencies as PAN.

The Agercies responsible for Hational Planmeng, Energy, Housing, Lmigation, Forestry, Lands, Incustries,
Construdtion, Highways, Transpoet, Fishenss, Plantabon [ndustnes, Coast Conservabion, Wild Life Coveservation,
Urban Development, Mahawel, Tourist Board, Board of Investmenat, Geological Survey and Mines, Central
Emaronmental Authority are designated fy these orders. However, it touid be stated thal relying on state agences
to carry put effectve compliance with the condibons. lasd down has not been that sucressid with regand to cases
where pne state agency has [o take acton againsl another siate agency. Nevertheless it can be statad that ELa
procesx is ity activated in the poject development and aporoval 1n S Lanka al preseni.
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A With regard to pollutng ndustrias of 5 Lanka an Envimnmental Protection Licerse (EPL) issued by Ceniral
Emvironmental Authority |5 required for the discharge or emission of pollutants o the ermdanonment under Nationat
Erwvironment Act, 1958, The EPL procass begins with an application from the industry one manth prior to the
commencement of operations. In imler 10 avoid waste of resources, Central Enwronmental Authonity has developed
3 5ite chearance procedure for industries to obtain buildhng appravals to minimise refusal of EPL aftglr the completion
of construction. The site clearance procadure decides eary the posstility of issuing an EPL for the industry, Tha
locai authonties have been designated with power o ssue the EPL's for cerain types of poliuting activitiss, Tweo
orders of delegation were effecoive from 1 January 1594 and 1% July 1996 This procedure has necessitated o
ascertain whether the agencies, which the power is felegated, has the inslibtional capacty to implement the
processes. With regard to the devolution of power 19 the provingial coundls, they have the authgrity to begistate on
matters specified to the Fruvinces. However subject of snvironment is in the conourrent Hst and the Pravinoal st
which makes it possible for the Partiament ang the Provinaal Councll to pass legislation.

& ‘The nesd for environmental safequards is induded in the constitution of S5ri Lanka {1978) under Asticls 27, which
shates that the state shall protect, presarse and improve the environment for the benefit of the commanlty, Tt is
noted eisawhere in the constitution that every person in S5r Lanka has duty and obligation to pratect the nature and
conserve its riches. The Mational Environment Act No. 47 of 1990 and amendment No. 56 of 198 and requiations
are i force in S Lanka under NEA and thers are ragulations that are being drafted at present on Hazardous
Wastes, Noise Pollution efc.

a. Emvironmental educaton in S Lanka has gradually developed i the tertiary aducational wstitutes, Muriber of
university sducation programumes cover environment as 3 general sublect and onby a fimited romber of courses
spedalised in aspects refaled to envieonment, Some of them are envirmnmentsal economics, ensironmental
engingaring, savirunmental Soence, envirpnmental law and nabural resource management. Twe other related
subject areas are furestry management and wild life managernent, Univarsity of Maratuwa affers Post Graduate
Cipioma Courses and Master Degree Couwrses in Envirgnmental Engineering and Erwronmental Management.
University of Colombo, offers Post Graduate Diplorma and Masters Degress in Environmental Scrance, University of
Peradeniya offers Masters Degrees in Enwirpnmental Economics and Matural Resowrces Management. Centre For
Environmental Stelies has & certificate course w Environmental Awareness. There is a tendency that more and
more students snrll for these courses. Ministry of Environment has taken action to Create an awarensss among the
schood children on conservation of envirenmeant with the assistance af Bw Ministry of Education.

7. 5r Lanka has ratified the Biodiversity Convenhion, Basel Convention on Hazardous Wastes, Ramsar Canvention gn
Wetlands, Convention on Climate Change and the Montreal Pratocol an Ozone degleting substances, Ministry has
established Natienal Co-ordinabing Committee for all these conventions and activities are 0 place for each sactor,
For instance Biodiversity Actian Flan s being formulated with the support of TUCK. Spacific requiabons are baing
formulated for Hazardous Wastes and the use of Ozone depleting substances.

8. The Colembo Ervironmantal Improvement Project has been launchied with the agsistance of the Yorld Bank to
address the solid waste disposal problerms, mantenance of Beira Lake and the industrial waste water treatment
issues. There is 3 separate project to imprave the Colombo canals with the assistance of QECF funds for the
envirgnment improvement and Aaod probection in the aty of Colwnbo. The UDA with the co-operation of the local
bodies are implementing an wban sector development project which addresses the environmental issues espeoally



Sirbage collection, sanitary facilities and trainage. A propict praposal is being studied 2l @ Pilot Progect is being
implemnenitsd with the assistance of the Word Bank t improwve ervironment of the low income sethements. in

Colombo,

Urider a joint programme of assstance: from UMEP, SACEP and NORAD a numbar of erpiroramesst nelabed activithes

were comerdnaed in 1997, The six sub components of this progranmme nalate ;-

a)
b)
o)

d)
¢)
f

The development of reguiations, guidelines citeria to operationalise the draft Efvironmental Law,
The preparation of mode! statute for the wse of Prowindal Councits.

The esizblishment of a trensparent and parbicipatony process for the setting wp of sysonmental
standards and support for ts work.

Prepargtion of State of Environmeent Report.

Emvironment Awarensss Programme

Training in Environmental Law and Insotutional Arrangement.

The objactive of the programme was o sirengthen the legiclative framework necessary for  sastainable
devslopmerd and (o promote enviohmental awareness among the younger generation. It is asn planned W
estabiech 3 fonam for developing emamnment nules and reguiaions and standands to ook alter the nbrests of

stalesholders.

SACEP hars Deen instrumenta in activating issues relating bo the managemend and devilopment of snWvionment i Sn Lanka
T thee incaption in 1982, 1 am very pleased I state here that S Lanka has been fortunate o host the SACER Secretariat
and receive &5 SUpont for arvirimental programmes over the years, Also, I am happy to place an record Bheal S Lanka
has honouned her ablgations i respect of hosting facilites to the tune of Rs 2.1 milkon o US § 33,000 and country
contrioution of U $ 8,800 annually, Sri Lanka wil be prepared to favourably consider further enhancement s proposs on
the basis that the other member ouniries would also recprocabe.

I finally wish all success to this 7™ Govarming Counol Mastng and SACER Activities,
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ANNEX XIV

STATEMENT BY DR SUVIT YODMANT
DIRECTOR & REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME- REGIONAL GFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
BANGKOK, THAILAND

Mr. Chaimman, Honowrable Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, iadies and Gentlemen, Mr, Kakar the "UNDP Resigent
Representative In Makdives has asked me to speak on behalf of UNEP & UNDP on this occasion. Permit me to jomn the
Honourabde Ministers and Ambassadors of the South Asian Countries in congratulating you for having been appointed as
Chairman of this 7 Governing Councl Meating,

I wiould like to take the floar ka tukline very briefly the sxtremely sucressful programme of activities that LMEP has carried
out in partrership with the South Asia Co-operative Envronment Programme. Through these programmes of activines we
have succeedad in consolidating a vary fuitful and enduring partnership with SACEP, pooling our respective comparative
advantages and developing and mplernenfing ressresponsive activities in the environment flaid,

Following the request from member govemiments UNEP has assisted in the establishment of SACER's Environmental and
Natural Resources Inforrnation Cantre (SENRIC) SENRIC has been effective in dissemination of tools for emdronment
assessment. Other areas of cooperation include environmental law, capacity building Including training, Implemantabon of
envirgnmental tonventions and Regional Seas Action Plan,

Strengthening fegal and institubonal arrangements for pursuing the goals of sustanable development and the
implementation of envlronmental conventions is the mast recent arsa of cooperation between UNEP and SACEP. This is
indeed a trucial area of importance to countries i tha region and requests for intermational co-operation in this figid have
bean repeatadly made by governments within and outside the South Asia region. As has been reaffirmed in both Agenda 21
and decisions of the Tontmission on Sustinable Development, atb national levels, environmental laws and regulalions
constitute the principal instrument of transiating emaronmental and developmeantal polides conceived in the conbext of
sustainable development into action. It is often the hegal developrment process itsalf that serves as the first gocasion far
developing an appropriate policy framework through 3 consultative and participatony process.

At the intermational lavel, of couwcse, emaronmenital law is the mechanism by which glabal and regional consensus is forged
on ways of addressing intemational environmental concerns. A characteristic featyre of [he joint SACERP-LUNEP programime
its reliance on national and regional experbse complemented, where necessary, by expertise from oubside the negian,
Wilhirt the framework of this joint programme of work funded by the Royal Nonwegian Goverument with a grant made
through NORALL, we have held two Regional activities, - a Warkshap on lmedementatien of Emaronmental Conventions and
the South Asia Judges Symposium on the Role of the Judiciary in Framoting the Goals of Sustainable Development. Three
snvironmental law publications have alraady been published; pne is in pnt, and two mone ace curmently Deing deneloped
far publication laker in the year, Several muniry fevel activioes have also been held to develgp national enwirgnmental
legislation in Sn Lanka and the Maldives, and country level national warkshops on environmental taw ace planned to be hald
in Bangiadesh, [ndia, Nepal and Pakistan later Tus year.

The adogtion of the South Asia Regional Seas Action Plan and the designanon of the SACEP Secretarial as the Secretariat of
the Programme s yet another milestone in SACEF - UNEP collaboration, In partnership with ROAP and the Watar Dvagion of
LKEP. a Workshap was organised angd conducted by SACEF on the implementabon of the Global Programme of Actian on
Land-based Sources of pollution in the South Asian Seas, Further jont activities are also planned under tus programme,
including the Development of Training Manuals for Regional Training for the Management of Protected Areas and Coral



HNMHMMNGMMMWM,HMHMMMWMM
Management. Other areas in which SACEP-UNEP collaboration |s moving forward are Capacity Building; Emvironmental
[mpact Assesmnent; ducation and Awarsness; Floral and Fausal Biodiversity: and Forests.

in 1996, UNEMs Regional Office for Asia and the Pacfic organised the Annual Environmental Management Seminar in
parnership with SACEP, which, apart from prowiding an opportunity For sanior government officials from the SACEP
fountries to sxchange views and deveiop common approaches 10 addressing nationsl and regional amaronmental problems,
keaming from each other's experience, also resulted in the publication of a very useful regional publication on a number of
key lesues refating o emvironmental management. As follow up Io this Seminar, UNEP and SACEP are planning n
coflaboration with the Government of Fakistan b hedd the 1998 South Asian Regtonal Environmental Saminar in Pakistan
later in e year,

Air Pollution and its effects are major concern In South Asia. With agreement; of member govemments UNEP will assist
SACEF to implament 3 new programems: on air piukion in 1998,

UNEP & UNDP have had extensive discussions on strengthening collaboration between us and will work thgether 10 assist
the Scuth Asian Countries and SALCEP in the futurs, Both of owr organisations hawve assisted and conlinmes (o assist this
regioen in reatters refated to environmental protection requirements.

Mr. Chalmman, Honourable Ministers and distinguished delagates, these programmes and activities are examples of the joint
SACEP - UNEF activities in the South Asia region. [n condusion I would like o assure the distinguished reprasentatives of
the member countries of SACEP that UNEP will continue o collabarate with SACEP In strengthening the work that we ara
currently deing together with Governments in the region, and ook forward o expanding our joink programme of wark into
other araas of concen b the region, and enhanging the effectiveness of our work, in the fukurs,

Finalh}r [ would Nke to thank sincerely SACEP, and the Governmaent of the Republic of Makdives for Hie very warm haspitality
extended to us. We hope very much that this meeting will come Lo a very productive and successful cancluslon.

Thank you.
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ANNEX XV .

STATEMENT BY DR. EL KUBOTA
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION
MALE, REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

It is indeed an honow and a privlege for me to represent e World Health Organisation at this importaqt 7th Meeting of
the Governing Coundil of South Asla Co-operative Environment Programeme [SACEF], Please accept our sincere compliments
in organising such a mely and much needed forum of various agencies and governments of the countries of this Region.

It &5 weicoming to note that with the assistance of the United Mations Ervironmant Prograrmme (UNEP} - which is the prime
mower of SACEP, high level discussions at the intsrgovernmental kevel were inttiated, which evantually culminated in the
establishment of SACEP and its ongoing Runctions,

Within Its policy framework, the Warld Health Organisation has been actively Involved in activities redated to envirnmental
heaith In atl its Member States. Soc Member States of the WHO South East Asia Region, namedy, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Mepal and S tanka, come under the South Asia Co-Operative Envirpnment Programme. Following on the
principles of the Rio Declaralion that "human beings are at the centre of concern for sustainable devalopment, and are
entifed to a healhy and produdtive life in harmorry with nature™, and depending on the Individual needs of the countries,
WHO supports programmies in various areas related to ervironmental health such as water supply and sanitation in human
seflements, emvironmental health in urban development, assessment of snvironmental health hazards, promotion of
chemical safety and incorporation of health concems inko envirgnmantal management,

According o s policy Framework, WHO assistance has been directed towards strangthening naticnal capabilites and
capacities through assessment of the existing situation, human resource development, srdranmental health information
management, development of water supply and sanitation seraces, monitoring of &r and water guality controd, and
provision of support to national planning for sustainable development, incorporating health concems info environmental
Management,

Under the WHOQ Health and Ervironment [nitiative, 3 Regional Consultation was held in Maldives during Dctober 19597 with
the participation from: the countries of the WHO South East Asia Region and intermatipna agencies, including SACEP, Based
on the recommendations of this Consultation, almost all the Member States are at the stage of fnalisation of a National
Hesalth and Environment Action Plan for their respective countries.

WHO has, in co-ordination with SACEP, and through its Paret of Experts on Ervirgnimental Managemeant for Yector Crntrol
{PEEM), financed a pilch study in Sn Lanka to assess the magnitude and problems of vector bome diseases control and the
effects of geological changes resulting from small-scale waber resaurces development projects. 5imilar projects may e
initiated in other rmember countries, depending on the final evaluakion of this pilot study.

In addition, undar the directives of His Excellency President Maumaoon Abdul Gayoom, and based on the WHO ~Healthy
Clties" concept, Maklives is progressing ahead with gradually developing, inbally one atoll in each reqion, a5 a "Healthy
Atoll”. Tn cue course of time, it is aimed at developing all the atolls as "Healthy Atolls”, This is an encouraging step forward
for sustanable development of Health and Enviconment, Containing ad the impartant slements and compenents, starting
From poley formialation, planning, management, guahty contrel and manitaring and evaluation.
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For the effective Implementation &f e Heakth and Emvironment aoacepls, there is a need for increased inter-sectaral, inter-
govemmenital, and inter-agency co-operation and co-ordination ak ail stages and all laveis,

[n tonciusion, on behalfl of the Organisation, let me assure you that WHO i wiling, and confirms its participation and co-
operaton to co-ordinate with all those concemed In making the Health and Emvironment Initiative a successf and
sustainable essental component of the National Emvironment Programmess of the Member Countries.

»

Once again, [ would like to express my gratitude and sincere thanks to SACEP and the ongan|sers of this Imperiant meesting
for inviting WHO to participate in this Tth Govemning Courkil Mesting. 1 wish you every success in your deliberations and
inberactions [N coming up with ncmmendations and action points, which are acceptable, affordable and replicable,

Thank you.
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ANNEX XV1

Malé Daclaration on
Control and Prevention of Alr Pollution and
Its Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia

Recognizing the potential for increase in aic pofivtion and consequential phenomena due to concantration of poltutant
gases,adﬂrainwadddmtionasmﬂasmei'npadsmmehealmofm“anduﬂurlhrmﬂmnismsinalw
ountries dus to man made and naturdl causes; and alsg

Recognizing the potential for increase in transboundary air pollution as a corollary of air poliuton in each country; and

Reakising that tha potential for air pollution increase aryd its transboundary effects will accumulate In the absence of national
maasures [ abate aned prevent such potenbial: and

Reiterating in this contaxt Principle 21 of the UN Declarstion on the Human Enwirgnment in 1972 which stated that States
have.hacmrdmwimmedﬂ‘terarmemtedﬂmmmemndplenfinmaﬁwﬂla»s.ﬂlemerdqnnghtm
exploit their own rescurces pursuant to their own efvironmental policias, and e responsitility to ensure that activities
within their jurisdiction or contrel do not cause damage to the environment af other states or of arsas beyond the limils of
national jonisdhction;

Keeping in mind that need for constant study and monitoning of the trends In air pollution with 3 vew bo understand the
edent of our potentlal for damage to the anvirgnment and health in the member munkries and taking consequential
measures (o strengthen and buld capacity for such activities:

Stressing the need fur development and economic growth that will h&ip build wpo e quality of life and incomes. of. all te
people of all the region, in particular the poorer sactions of the populatien, having due regard to the need to have a cean
and heatthy envirsnment;

Emphasising that air pallution issues have to be analysad and managed in the wider fFamewsrk of homan and sustainable
developrent within each country and within the region; amd

Crawing from the experience of co~operation in the reqion in matters like culbural exchange and alsa from the experience in
other regions lke £urcpe and sub-regions of Asia lke ASEAN and East Asia.

We declare that countries of this ragion wil initiate and/or carry forward programmes i sach CERINETY b

1. Aszect and analyse the ongin and tauses, naturs, extent and effects of local and regipnal air polutan, using the
in-house in identified Insbtutions, universities, colleges eto., building up or enhancing capacites i therm where
repired;

2. Develop and/er adopt strategies to prevant and minimise air pollution;

3. Work in co-cperabion with each olher to set up monitoring arrangements Beginning with the study of sulphur and

mitrogen and volatile organic compounds emissions, concentrations and  deposition;



4 Co-operabe In building up standardised methodologies 19 monitr phanomena (ke ack] depositions and analyse
their snpacts wathout prejudice @ the national activities in such felds;

5. Take gp the aforesaid programmes and training programmes. shich imaoives the  transfer of fnancial nesources
] technology and work, iweands souring incremental assistancs froen blaberal ang multilateral souroes:

. Encourage econamic anatysis that will hely ariving o optmal results

T Engage other key staksholders for eample industry, academic instittions, HGOs, communites and media air. in
the affort and activities.

We sizo declane that we shall constantly endeswor b mpngwe nations mporting systems and strengihen solstific and
academic &fTort in e undersianding and ckiing of air pollution issues.

We further declae that we shall conkinue this process i stages with mutu consultation o draw up and Mmplernest
nathonal and negional action plans and protocols based on a fuller understanding of transhoundiary air polilinn Kz

We dedare thal in pursuit of the above, we shall evolve, a5 appropriate, instibtional struchees at the national el
inchuding networking, both for the purposes of palicy and the technical requirements, and we shall wse the good offices. of
regional, internatimnal bilaberal ar) muttilateral agencees in thes, 25 appropnate.
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APPROVED SECRETARIAT BUDGET FOR 1998

ANNEX XVI1

TNCOME EXPENDITURE
uUs$ US$
1. | ANTICIPATED INCOME N
1.1 | Pledged Country Comtributions
BAMGALADESH 7350
BHUTAN 1450
INDIA 35,250
MALDIVES 4,400
MEPAL - 2950
PAKISTAN 23,500
SR1 LANKA 82800
1.2 | Interest Earnad (FCBU AJC) 5,00
13 | Secretariat Costs from St Lanks 35000
TOTAL INCOME 119,200
2. | ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE
2.1 | Salary of Direcior 34,930
2.2 | Salares of Other Internatiunal Officers 19,200
2.3 | Selares of Locl Staft 14,305
2.4 | Internatonal Travel 20,000
2.5 | Secretarial Costs 43,000
SUB TOTAL 131 445
Capital Costs 17,500
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 148,945
3. | INCOME/ EXFENDITURE {29,745}
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ANNEX XVIN

APPROVED SECRETARIAT BUDGET FOR 1999
BASED ON A FULLY OPERATIONAL SECRETARIAT

INCDME EXPENDITURE
usy U5s
1. | ANTICTPATED INCOME
1.1 | PMedged Country Contributions
BANGALADFSH 7.350
BHUTAN 1,450
IND1A 35,250
MALDIVES 4,400
MNEFAL 1,950
PAKTSTAN 23 500
SRI LANKA 9,600
1.1 | Interest Earned (FCBU AJC) 1,000
1.} | Secretariat Costx from Sni Lanka 36,665
TOTAL INCOME 121 365
4- | ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE
11 | Salary of Director 42 000
22 | Salarees of Other Intemational Officers 24,000
4.3 3 Salares of Local Staff 13,900
44 | Internadonal Travel 10,000
2% | Secretariat Costs S5, 000
SUB TOTAL 167,900
Lapital Costs 17,500
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 185,400
1. | INCOME EXPENDITURE (64,035)
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Annex IXX

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

PREPARATORY MEETTNG OF SENIOR OFFICIALS FOR TTH GC MEETING
20TH - 2157 APRIL 1998

MALE, MALDIVES

REPORT .

INTRODUCTION

The Preparatory Meeting of Senior Dffidals to the Seventh Governing Council Mesting was held on 20" and 21
Apnil 1958 at Bandes Island Resort, Repulilic of Maldives.

It was convened in orler to discuss all substantve |Ssues concenmng the Adminstrative, Programme and
Financial Matters of SACEP. It was also agreed that the Report of tha Preparatory Meeting of Semor Officials on

the various Agenda items would form the basls of discission of the Seventh Govetning Coungl Mesting of
Minisiers,

ATTENDANCE

The Meeling was attended by Representatives From tha follawing Mamber Countries: - India, Maldives, hNepal,
Pokistan and 51t Lanka.

[t was also attended by Observers from the foliowing UN Agenciss and International Organisations: - Urited
Mations Environment Programme [UNEP), United Mations Development Programme (UNDP} B world
Meteorological Organisation {WMWO.

The List of Participants is in Annax 1.

OPENING OF MEETING

In their opening addresses Hon Mr. Abdullahi Majeed, Depubty Minister of Ptanning, Human Resouwrces and
Environment, Government of Maldives and Mr. Hussain Shihab, Director SACEP welcomedl the delegates and
outfined the tasks @ be accomplished. Dlrector SACEP also thanked the Goverwnent of Maldives For the excellent
amangements and generogs host fackies provided to the delegates.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS & COUNTRY STATEMENTS

In conformity with the Rules of Frocedure of the Gaverming Counal of SACEP, the Fotlgwing Office Bearers were
hected,

Chaimman - Hon. Mr. Abdullahi Majeed - Maldives
Yite Chairmen . Mrs, Mira Mehrighi . India

. Mr. K. A, 5. Gunasekera - Sni Lanka
Rapporteur . Cr. Ananda Ra) Josh . Hepal
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ADDPTION OF AGENDA AND ORGAMNISATION OF WORK

The Draft Agenda pregared by the Secretariat K this Mesting was adopted. The adopted Agerd ks contasned in
Annax 2. The delegates also agreed on the wirking hours of the mesting.

STATEMENTS BY UNIVED NATIONS AGENCIES, INTERNATIONAL / REGIOMAL
ORGANISATIONS AND AID CONSORTIA '

Uncier this Aganda item, the representatives of the United Mations Development Programnme [UNDP) and
Ervironment Assescment Programme for Asia and the Padfic of the Unitesd Nabions Ervimonment Programme
(UNER/EAP.APY made brief staterments.

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

a)
9.

10.

11.

12

11

14.

15

SACEP Secretariat

Under this Agenda item, the Director SACFP intrococed the dooument SACEP / M50 / GC & / WP 1 Lited ™Mol
from the Secretanal on Institutional Mgiters of bhe SACEP Secretarial®. The paper outieed B rok: of the
Secretaniat n relation to s ohjsctives i the smplementaton of the programme acitivities of SACEP,

He said that SACEP with smail beginnings @ 1981 has now reached adolescence, Cwer the last 17 years i has
Qoown N Stature N programme coverage and reponat and ntemational co-Dperation. He 3iso saxd that with the
acrexee in the workloxd here s an wgent need o strengthen e Secretariat especially in the ama of
PrOgraTITR SLpOrt.

The Director SACEP said that due to inflabon, the cal costs of running the Secretariat has ncreased
tremencousty buk the increase in host faokbes was not adequate to meet ths increased cost. He appealsd to the
Government of 5 Lanka for enhanced host facilibes.

He aton posnbed out that with the increase 10 programime actvities there was a need to Fnd mors offios space, He
alsn pointed out the need for a permanent budding to house the Secretarial, He said the offer of findng a peace
of land for the Sacretanat was made by the Gowemment of Sn Lanka at the 1* Govemning Counol Mesbng
1983, He said of the be made avalabls, the Secretanat could seek funding for the construchon of 3 permnanent
Secretariat Building,

The Dwactor briefly outhned the reasons fior rassng the status of the Director to that off Dwector-Gereral with: DFL
facibes.

The mesting was fully appreciative of the fact that there s an urgent nesd to strengthen the SACEF Secretanat in
ordey that it coukd fullil its obligations i serving e member couniries.

The delegate from S Lanka agreed that if s 2 morad oblgaton on the part of hus government to ensure that they
provide adequate host facilibes to the Secratanat He promised to take up this matter wath the concemed
authorities. On the question of alocating a peos of land for construching 3 Secretanat, he saad that hes hands
would be strengtnened if SACEF had a definete proposal sach o5 building plan and a strategy for rarmng fands for
construction. The meetng decided tn request Dwector of SACEP to prepare an acoepted plan for the new SACER

Headquartars and plans for Rnancing within 6 months and forwand sarme for submission o e Govemment of 50
Laka,
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L6,

b}
17,

18,

19,

1.

22,

43,
24,

Al countries were of the view that the status of the Director should be elevated to that of the Cirector - General,
The host country Representative said that he would like ko respond favourably b the request made for granting
dplomatic privileges to the Director General of SACEP equivalent to that of Ambassadar / High Commissioner and
that e would pursue the matter in acoordarce with the diplomatic procedures,

SUBJECT AREA AND COUNTRY FOCAL POINTS

mmmﬂmwﬁ&;rsmﬂmmmmmmfMSDIGC?;WPZ?mﬂismbject,
prepared by e SACEP Secretaniat which was presented by Me Director. '

It waxs brougitt to the notice of the meeting that the Articles of Association of SACEP provide for the designation
of Subject Area Focal Poinls which are expected to co-operate with the Secretaniat in Programme
Implamentation. The present 15 Subject Area Facal Points were designated in 1951 at the Arst Ministerial Mesting
with the consent of the concemed countries with member countries assumung responsibilities for one o mone
such Subject Areas. These Subject Areas covared almost all major areas of concem at that time in the fiekd of
Environmental Protection and Management o Be SACEF Region.

The Director sald that at present for a variety of reasons, twd of the Subject Areas go not have designated Focal
Puints and this has o be rectifiad,

He 53id that for the functioning of the Focal Points, the Sacond Governing Coumcil had approved the Modalities of
Focal Poirts which cover key areas namely: [nidabion of Project Proposals by the Subject Area Focal Points;
Formulation of Project Documents with Consultative Coremittée approval and submisshon of Project Documents
for furding to Donor Agencies by the Secretanat; Froject Imglementation, use of Natonal Expertise and
Instibutions and Llaison Activities.

It was also stated that the majority of the Subject Area Focal Points had not fulfiled their expected role,
Therefore their usefuiness should ba reviewed and this meeting would have b make recommendations Lo the
Seventh Gaverming Councll 35 to how these Focal Points could be revitafised. '

After a detalled discussion the mesting falt that some of these subject areas were no longer refevant and that a
revision of the SACEP's Subject Areas should be undertaken especially |n line with Agenda 21.
A small working group deliberated on this matter and they agreed upan a revised list of Subjact Arsas.

The meeting agreed to submit In the Seventh Goveming Councit the revised hst for formal ratification. The
revisad kst of Subject Arsa Focal Points is given: balow:

Priority Subject Area Country
1. Conservatlon of Bicdiversity [ndia
1 Sustainable Tourism Davelopment Maldives
3 Management of Coral [sland Ecosystems Maldives
4. Management of Fresh Water Resourcas Hangladesh
5. Desartification Pakistan
E. Envirsnmental Leglslaton [rwia
7, Participatory Forest Managerment Hepal
8. Sustainable Agniculture and Land Uise Sri Lanka
3. Sustainable Human Settements Development Sri Lanka
10. Waste Management [rdia
11. Science B Technology for Sustainable Cevelopment Pakistan
12, Education & Training India
13. Erergy 8 Envirgnment Tndia
14, Air Pofiuticn Pakistan
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It was also agreed that the Subject Area Focal Points be requested by the Emvironmental Ministries of the
respective member countries b formulabe Regianal Projects an their subject area and o make them avaiable o
the Secretariat by 1* October 199€.

Bt wars also agreed that couniry Focal Points should be callad upon to nominate National Level Institutons. wiech
wilkd function as the Subject Area Focal Points 5 snon a5 possible

PROGRAMME MATTERS

a}

27

3L

b)

PROGRESS OF PROGRAMME AMD PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Inbrocunreg tus Agenda Item, the Dwectr SACEP presanted a comprehensive Review of Poocraremes and
Projects undertaken by SACER (Working Document SACER f MS0 [/ GC 7 / WP 3). The sgnificance and the
mporance of the programmes ondectakeen By SACER were fughlighted in his presantation,

The delegates exprassed thelr satsfacton that despite constraints in manpower and finances the pesformance of
the Secrstariat was more than sabisfactory. They emphagisad their appreciation for the work done by the
Seretanat i implemantation of programimes betwesn the 6™ and 7th Goaseming Courils and noted Bhak B had
becn the period in which most number of propeds had besn implemented by SACEP for the berefit of the
member cowiries 35 well as the ragion a5 a whole.

The meeting atso nobed that the programemees. farmulated for the fubure and projects cumetly Being amgiemented
were in kne with Agenda 21 and the felt needs of the member countries. 1E was aiso noted that the projects that
are besrwg implemented have been determuned at the requedt of the member countries.

Migp undar this agenda itern, UNEP made 3 brief preseniation on Hhe challenges for South Asa in the area of air
polishon.

The meeting noted that member governments of SACEFR had agreed in pringiple 0 a draft “South Asian
Dedaration on Contrel and Prawvention of As- Pollubon and its likely Transboundary Effects™ on 20th March 1998
The ooy of this declaradon s green n Annex X,

The meeting authonised the Director of SACEP to nektase the Dedaration and implement the propossed
programme try 1™ June 1958 subject to positve resporree from remaining member states,

TNTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

The basrs for discussion under this [ was the working document SACEP 1 MSOY GC 71 WP 4 bded "Rewew of
Irdematxonal Co-oparation” preparsd by the Secretanat which highlighted the collaboratrve actnatess of SACEFR
with the UN, [ntermational and Other Crganmsabons on ngralrme Maftters. The Meeting opessed ik
Apprenation 10 them for supporting of SACEP activitess and hoped that such support woukd Congnue.

The meeting was specially appreciabwe of the Norwegian Agency for Cevelopmant Co-operation (NGRADY, UNEP
and UNER { EAP [ AP for thes generous programine support both financially and tedhrecaty. [t also noted the
arsstance and support given by ADB and ESCAP.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

k3

The Mesting reviswed the Financial Position of SACEP inchuding the Country Contributions rmade by the Member
States to the SACEP Sacratariat {Working Donument SACEP ¢ M50/ GU 7 7 WP 5}
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COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBER STATES FOR SACEP SECRETARTAT

The: Director in inkroduuing this working paper said that the 4 main sources of anticpated income of SACEP are;
(a) Country Contributions on the agreed scale of assessment (b) Hosting Faciites provided by tie Government of
Sri Lanka which include Director's Residencs, SACEP Ofice and Supporting Servicas mutually agreed upon (c)
Projact Funkiing by bilateral ane rultilaberal Donor/ Funding Agendas and (d) SACEP Trust Fund.

He said that the total country contributions envisaged at the time the formula was last revised was US $ 121,500,
The total Country Contritxtions received in 1997 amaunted ta US $ 59,015, leaving a shortfall of US § 67,885, Al
epenses in respect of institubonal, organisational and co-ordinating functions of SACEP have 1o be met from
Country Contributions. This shortfall means that the Secretaniat has been functioning at around half its patential
Capacity.

The Govemnment of 56 Lanka has generously contributed towards hasting facilties without any break or shortfall,
S0 Lanka's contribution for Hosting facilities now stands at S Lankan Rs 2.1 million or US § 35,000 (at the
current exchange rate of Rs, 60 to the LS %) Also, alt Sn Lanka's country contributions have been honoured.

The Director said thal lately the Secretarlat has besn able to mobilise project funding from Gilateral and
rulilateral Donor Agencies. However due to Iack of competent technical and programme staff ang support
sanvdces and inadequate office space tha full patential remains underutiised.

Under these circurnstance the Director requested the meeting tg consider the member countries who had not yet
hangured their commitments In full ta honour their pledges in full and also sattle the armears as soon as passible.
An appeal was also made to the 5 Lanka Govemment o consider granting an annual Increase of funds for
Hosting Facllites eruivalent to the previous year's rate of inflakion,

The Cirector atsa brought to the nolice of the meeting that the 4th Governing Councl Mesting in 1988 approved
the Budgel for a fully operational Secratariat and based on this a Country Contribution Formula was agreed upon.
However since then, contributions from Afghanistan and [ran have not been forthcuming. Tn addition, some
oouniries have yet to fulfil their pledged contrbubions.

He said that a revised coniribution chart based on the sama forrmula has been proposed by the Secretariat but
this time it has taken into consideration only the contnbuting states. 1n this proposed chart, the shortfall of the
expected contributions from Afghanistan {4.17%) and Iran {25%) has been redistributed. The proposed char of
Country Contributions is given belgw.

Based on the UN formulz and modified on the SAARC formula, wheren the maximum limit of a country
contribution being 25%, the revised country contrlbutions will be as foilows. For his exercise the total funding
considered was US $ 127,400,

REVISED COUNTRY CONTRIBUTION CHART

MEMBER STATE PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTION IN ROLINDED OFF IN

Uss LIS §
BANGALADESH 16.72 21,301 21,300
BHUTAN 2,79 3,354 3,553
INDIA 25.00 31,850 31,050
MALDIVES 11.54 14,575 14,575
MEPAL 65.32 8,052 8,050
PAKISTAN £3.00 31,850 31,850
SRI LANKA 1273 15218 15,220
TOTAL 100.00 127,400 127,400
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The meeting looked into other possiple avenues For mobilising funds for the Secretanat. The Director said that
whilst obeaining fundls for srogrammes was posable, Sewking funds for institutional SUpPOTt wees very diTicult.

The meeting agreed on the need b strangtiven the Secretaniat and that 3 hly operationat Secretarial wilh the ful
complement of professional stalf would be beneficial to e member countries in the kg term,

The reprecantative of S0 Lanka appreciated the need b enhance its host faciitees and said that e would Gike up
this matter with the concerned authorites and nequest that in the fubure the yearly narease in host faciities
would be: m line with the rate of inflation s that no addiional burden will be placsd on the Secrecariat. Me also
said that they would look very favourably 3t the revised country contributions suggested by the Secretariat and
wazekd alser takee this mattar up with the mncemed authonbes,

The other dedegates oo agreed to ke up the musitter of the revisad County comributions with the concemesd
authorites. It was agreed that the coursiries whio weng not yet contributing at the pledged hevel woukd repart.
Ihe Secretariat by 1™ At 1958 on the question of ds amears and that all countries would respand by 1% of
November 1998 to the request for enhanced contbutions from 1™ January 19959,

ESTABLISHMEMT OF THE TRUST PUND OF SACEP

The meeting reviewsd the background documentation presanted by the Secretariat on the Estabiishement of 2
Trust Fund for SACEP Sacrataniat (Worldng Docurment SACEP f MSO f GC 7/ WP E).

The Direclor said that a strong institutionat framework; at the SACEP Secretariat capabie of project identifcations
farmudation, Tmplementation and evaluation 15 an sssenbal prerequisits to obtaining project funding from Donor
Agencies. The man objective of the Trust Fund 5 to build 2 capital base or reserve for both organisabonal and
pogramme adthvities of SACEP. The initial caprtal has been fixed at US § 100,000 Even though genernus
ontributions, were expected from Member countries and Donor Agencies rathing concreta has matenaksed 5o
far.

The SACTEP Trust Fund has been launchad with a target of LIS $ 50,000 (0 be obtained as voluntary contributions
from member countries and other Donor Agencies. So far no such contributions. have beer received by the Trust
Fund other than US § 20, D00 contributed by SACEP out of savings from Project funding.

in view of s it has been propesad that an aitempt be made o raise LIS % 100,000 at least mihally frovn member
countnes based on the UN Scale of Assesement and modified in ine with the SAARC Scale of Assessment and the
maarrant levy of 25 percent per country pancmple. Over and above this the Seventh Gowermang Councl vy
corsider gther ways and means of attrachng funds to the Trust Fund.

The meeting poked inko wanous means of oblarwng Be necessary contribyticns to the SACEP Trust Fund.

It was agread that SACEP should approach beaterat and rmultilateral funding agencies with a concrete portfolio
outlining n detail the aims and functions and activities of SACEP. In this regard the meeting reguested he
Direcitr In prepare such 3 portfokd ang make ¢ avallable ' possible donor unging agences. The riemiber
govermments Yoo wens requested to appeoach such agendcies,

APPROVAL OF ANNUAL AUDITED REPORT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 1994

mmmnmmmsﬁmm 1996 wars rewewsed] Iy the Meeting. It was agresd that [t be
recovnmenced (o the Governing Counc for approval.
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) APPROVAL OF PROGRAMME AND SECRETARIAT BUDGETS FOR 1998 AND 1999

55. The Programme and Secratariat Budgets for L9949 andd 1999 which were given a5 Annexes 4 & 5 In Working
Dociamentt SACEP f M5S0/ GC 7/ WP 5 ware teken up for disoucsion under this Agenda ibem,

56, The Seqetarad budgets for 1998 and 1999 had been prepared taking into consicderalion the actual bevel of
coniributons pledged by the member states

LT MWMWWMMMMMMWIMMMHWEM
1938 & 1939. The rcommehsd Budgets ane given in Annexes 4 & 5 to this Report,

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

58. The linkage between SACEP and SAARC was discussed under this Agenda tem. [t was noted that SAARC is
engaged in environmental activities nspite of the fct that the very same Governments of South Asian Countres
hadmndatedSAEEPasaSpeqaiisedAgmhmﬁeldufenﬁmnmenL

. Tha Masting dacided o nepest Al member govenments to take appropriate measurss and steps for the
follcwing :

a} To ensure that SAARC a5 [nformed of SACEPS sxperence and its wish to collzborabe and complament
the work of SAART In tha area of environment;

b) To ensure that SACEP comfinues as the premier body on environment in South Asia;

cl To request the SAARC Summit to direct the SAARC Secretarial to invite the Director SACEP to make 3
presentation on its Frogrammes and Plans at future SAARC Erwirgnment Ministers Mestings.

&0, The Meeting noted the spedial vulneranility of some SACEP member countries to the projected Chimate' Change
and 5ea Level Rise and requested the SACEFR Secretarial to give mone attenton to the lssue of Simate Change in
their future programmes and projects,

&L The Meeting placed on recerd the Invakhable services rendered to SACEP by the Director Mr. Hussain Shihab, It
wils recognised that during his tenure of office SACER had received greater visitility and he had Deen able (o
mehilize funding for many projects for SACEP. The Meeting wished him all swccess in his future endeznours.

62, The Meeting agreed to recommend that Dr. Ananda Raj Joshi who has been nominated by His Majesty’s
Government of Nepal to succeed Mr, Hussain Shihab be appointad as the Divector of SACEP for a period of thres
years as provided for in Articke 7 (a) of the Articles of Association,

ADOPTION OF REFORT

3. The Mesting considersd and adopted the Report on 215t April 1998,
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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

PREPARATORY MEETING OF SENIOR DFFICIALS FOR 7TH GC MEETING
MALE, MALDIVES
20 - 21 APRIL 1998

1. Opening of the Mesbing
i Blection of Ofoe Baarers & Courtry Statements
i Adoption of Agenda and Organisation of Work
4, INSTITUTIOMAL MATTERS
aj SACEP Secretarial,
b} Subject Area and Couniry Focal Points
5 PROGRAMME MATTERS
ay Progress of Programme ang Project Activites
b) Rendiew of Intemational Co-gperation
[ FINAMCIAL MATTERS
a} Couniry Contributioes from Member States for SACEP Sacretarlal
) Estatdistwnent of Trust Fund for SACEP Prograrmimes
[} Apprenaal of Annual Apdited Report of Accounts for 1996
dy Apprenvaal of Programime and Secretariat Budget for 1998 8 1999
7. Any Dther Business
8. Adopdon of the Repart

9, Closure of Mesting
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Malé Declaration on
Contrd and Prevention of Air Pollution and
It Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia

Recognining the potential for increase in 2 poliuton and consequential phenomena due 1o concentration of polluant
gases, aod rain or ackd deposition as well as the wmpacts on the health of humans and other g onganisms n all our
countries due 1 man made and natural causes: and also

Recognizreg the potential for increase in ransboundany 2 polluton 25 3 comollacy of air pollubon it sach country; and

Reaksing that the potentiaé for air pollution inreass and its ransboundary eTects vwall accumolabe in the absencs of natonal
measures b ababs and revent such potential; and

AeXerating in this contexst Prnciple 21 of the UN Declaration on e Human Ervimonment in 1972 which staled Mot States
have, in accordance wath the charter of the United Nations and the pancige of intemational Lws, the sowerwion: right to
eupiolt thedr deer rESOUITRS st I thelr wn emvironmental polices, and the responsibillty o engure that activities
yethen Hhedr prissiichion or contrgl do nod ciuse damage Eo the emvironment of obher states or of ameas beyond the Bmits of
ponat purischction;

Keeping n mind that nead for constant study and monitoring of the trends in air poliulion with a view to understand the
extent of o potamial for damage o0 the envimnment and haalth in the mambar couniTes and kg cosequentia
mexsures, o strengthen and build capacity for such activities;

Strecxing the nesd for development and sconaomec growth that wlf halp build up the quatity of life and comess of al he
pecphe of 2l the reglon, m particular the poorer sections of the populabon, having due regand b the newd T R a Cean
anc healthy Srvironment;

Emphursising et air pollution issoes have to Be anabysed and managed in e wider ramework of oman and susiainable
devedopment within each country and within the region; and

Drawing from the sxpenancs of co-operation 10 the negeon i matters bie cultural sxchange and also frm the Eperieno: n
other requons bice Europe and sub-reqons of Aca kike ASEAN and East Asia.

We declarg that countres of this region will inbate and/or camy forward programmes in each country o

1. Assese and anatyse the angin and causes, natune, sxtent and affects of ocal and regional ar pollubon, LSNg te
in-hoyse K identified institutions, woiversities, oieges et buikling o oF enhancing capacties in hem where

requaned;
2 Dewednp anadfor adopt strateges o present and manerese - Sollubon;
1 Work in Co-operation with each pther (o Sl up MO ITangarments beqinmng with the shudy of sulphur and

ruirogen and volatile organic compounds smissons, nceniratons and deposition;
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4 Co-operate in bulkiing un standardised methodologies to Monitor phenamena ke acd depositions and anatyse
Eheir impacts without prefucice: t the national actities in such fekds:

5. Take up the aforesald programmes and braining programemes. which inmvolves then ransfer of financial resources
and technology and wirk Lowrds sacuring incrementad assistance from biisteral and multilatersl sourtes;

5. Encourage aconamic anaysis that will help amiving at opbimal results i

7. Engage other key stakehwiders for axample Industry, academic instibutions, NGOs, communities and media etc. in
the effort axd acthvities,

We also declare that we shall constanty endeavor t0 impmve national reporting systems and strengthen scientific and
acadenic #ffort in the understanding and tacking of air pollytion |ssues,

We futher dedare that we shall continge this process in stages with mutual consuitation to draw up and implement
nadional and regional acthon plans and protocots basad on 2 fuller understanding of Iranshoundary air polhtion Bsues.

We dedare that in pursuit of the above, we shall evolve, as appropriate, instiutional structures at the rational leved,
induding rétworking, both for the purposss of palicy ang the tachnical requiraments, and we shall use the good offices of
regianal, intenational bilateral and multilateral agencies In this, as appropriate,



SECRETARIAT BUDGET FOR 1998
INCOME | EXPENDITURE
us$ Uss
1 | ANTICIPATED INCOME '
1.1 | Medgad Country Contributions
BANGALADESH 7350
BHUTAMN 1450
INDIA 35,250
MALDIVES 4,400
NEPAL 2,950
PAKISTAN 23,500
SRI LANKA 8,800
1.2 | Interest Eamed (FCBU AfC) 5,00
1.3 | Secretariat Costs from Sri Lanka 35,000 >
TOTAL INCOME 119,200
1. | ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE
21 | Salary of Director 34,920 | ¥
2.2 | Salaries of Qther International ificers 19,200 |w
23 | Salanes of Locai Staff 14325 |— H. F
24 | Intemations Travel 20,000 ._é_,_;ﬂ-ﬂ-
45 | Secretaniat Costs 43,000 |y h‘}
) S TOTAL 131,445 |
Captal Cogts 17,500
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 148,545

A | IMCOWE EXPENDITURE

(19,745}
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SECRETARIAT BUDGET FOR 1999

BASED ON A FULLY OPERATIONAL SECRETARIAT

INCOME | EXPEMDITURE
uss | Uuss
ANTICIPATED INCOME
1.1 | Medged Coumtry Contributions
BANGALADESH 7,350
BHUTAN 1,450
INDLA 35,250
MALDIVES 4,400
NEPAL . 2,930
PANISTAN 23,500
SR1 LANKA 8,600
1.2 | Interest Earned (FCBU AJC) 1,000
1.3 | Secretariat Costs from Sel Lanka 36,655
TOTAL INCOME 121,365
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE
2.1 | Salary of Dwector 42,000
2.2 | Salares of Other International Officers 24,000
2.3 | Salaries of Local Staft 23,500
2.4 | International Travel 20,46%)
2.5 | Secretanial Costs 58,000
SUB TOTAL 167,900
Capital Costs 17,500
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1B5, 400
. | INCDME/EXPENDITURE {54,035)
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