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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 
THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL (13GC-SACEP) 

5TH DECEMBER 2013 
ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 

 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Thirteenth Meeting of the Governing Council of the South Asia Co-
operative Environment Programme (13GC-SACEP) was held on 5th 
December 2013 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 

The Meeting was attended by representatives from the following Member 
Countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka.  
 
It was also attended by representatives from the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) as observers.  List of Participants is at 
Annex I.   

 
 
3. INAUGURATION 
 

A joint inauguration was held for 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (13GC-SACEP) and the 
5th Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers, SASP (IMM.5-SASP) as both 
the meetings were held back to back. 
 
The welcome Address was delivered by Mr. S. M. D. P. Anura Jayatilake, 
Director General, SACEP. (Annex II)  
 
This was followed by the Statement of Mr. Raja Hasan Abbas, Additional 
Secretary In-charge, Climate Change Division, Cabinet Secretariat, 
Government of Pakistan. (Annex III) 
 
The out-going Chairman of GC-SACEP, Hon’ Mr. Susil Premajayantha, 
Minister of Environment & Renewable Energy, Government of Sri Lanka 
then addressed the august gathering. (Annex IV) 
 
On behalf of the out-going Chairman of IMM.5-SASP, the Head of 
Delegation, Mr. Anand S. Khati, Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry of Earth Sciences, then addressed the gathering.  
 
The Chief Guest for the Inaugural Session of the 13GC-SACEP and  IMM.5-
SASP, Hon’ Mr. Zahid Hamid, Federal Minister, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, then delivered his inaugural 
address. (Annex V) 
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The vote of thanks was given by Mr. Karma Tshering, Head of Delegation, 
Royal Government of Bhutan. (Annex VI) 

 
 
4. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
  

In accordance with the provisions of the Articles of Association of SACEP, 
Hon’ Mr. Zahid Hamid, Federal Minister, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Islamic Republic of Pakistan was elected as Chairman of the 
13th Governing Council of SACEP. Hon. Thoriq Ibrahim, Minister of 
Environment and Energy, Maldives was elected as the Vice Chairman. Mr. 
Raja Hassan Abbas, Additional Secretary In-charge, Climate Change 
Division, Government of Pakistan, was elected as Rapporteur. 

 
 

5. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND ORGANISATION OF WORK 
 

The Agenda of the Meeting was discussed and adopted by the 13th Meeting 
of the Governing Council of SACEP.  (Annex VII) 

 
 

6. COUNTRY STATEMENTS / BRIEF OPENING REMARKS BY THE 
MEMBER STATES 

 
The Heads of Delegations from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and 
Maldives presented statements.  
 
(The Country Statements are in Annexes VIII – XII)  

 
 
7. STATEMENTS BY THE OBSERVERS 
   
 Dr. Young-Woo Park, Regional Director and the Representative of the United 

Nations Environment Programme for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP-ROAP) 
presented his statement. (Annex XIII)  

 

 

8. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING 
OF NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS / SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS BY 
THE RAPPORTEUR 
 
Mr. M. Irfan Tariq, Director General (Environment & Climate Chnage), 
Division of Climate Change, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of Pakistan in 
his capacity as the Rapporteur, presented the Report of the Preparatory 
Meeting of the National Focal Points / Senior Government Officials held on 
3 – 4 December 2013 along with the recommendations of the meeting to the 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council for its endorsement. (Annex XVIII) 
 

2



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3-5 December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

9. REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EARLIER DECISIONS OF 
SACEP 

Non Paper - Challenges before SACEP and ideas for its revitalisation.   
 
The Meeting endorsed the recommendation of the Preparatory Meeting of 
the National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials, that the agenda 
item may be referred to the respective governments for their considered 
views/feedback to SACEP Secretariat. 
 

  
10. DISCUSSIONS AND ENDORSEMENT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

AGREED UPON AT THE PREPARATORY MEETING OF NATIONAL FOCAL 
POINTS / SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS  
 
Based on the Presentation of the Progress Report made by the Director 
General under the following categories; 

 1 Institutional Matters  
 2 Programme Matters 
 3 Financial Matters 
  
and the recommendations of the Preparatory Meeting of the National Focal 
Points/Senior Government Officials, the 13th Meeting of the Governing 
Council of SACEP adopted the Report of the Preparatory Meeting of the 
National Focal Points / Senior Government Officials. The decisions of the 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council, SACEP under various clauses are as 
below : 

 
 

10.1 INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SACEP 
 

SACEP Secretariat to notify Government of Pakistan by 30th April 
2014, at the end of the second year tenure of the present Director 
General, to nominate a suitable candidate for the position in 
accordance with the approved Criteria for the appointment of the 
Director General to assume duties by 15th April 2015. 
 

 
10.2 PROGRAMME MATTERS 
 

10.2.1 Capacity Building on Indicators as part of National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 
Updating for South Asia and development of Clearing 
House Mechanism (CHM) 
SACEP to develop Regional CHM with the financial 
assistance of Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem 
Project (BoBLME) and other possible funding sources. 
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10.2.2 Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(SCP) in South Asia 
The Meeting recommended SACEP to come up with 
concrete proposals through which the concept of 
Sustainable Consumption and Production can comfortably 
be dovetailed within the policy making mechanisms of 
member countries of SACEP. 

 

10.2.3 Waste Management & International Partnership for 
Expanding Waste Management Services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA) 

SACEP to continue dialogue with United Nations Centre for 
Regional Development (UNCRD) and other agencies, to 
seek the possibilities of having International Partnership 
for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA) forums and activities in South Asia.  
 
SACEP Secretariat requested the member countries to 
encourage local authorities to become awardees of the IPLA 
by implementing the Zero Waste Policy at Local Authority 
levels. 

 
 

10.2.4 Environmental Data and Information Management 
System for South Asia 

SACEP Secretariat to implement the project as soon as the 
funds are available as per the approved proposal on 
establishment of Environmental Data and Information 
Management System for South Asia. 

 
 

10.2.5 Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia 
 
The Meeting commended SACEP Secretariat for the 
successful implementation of the Malé Declaration Phase I 
to IV in collaboration with UNEP. 
 
The National Focal Points were requested to provide 
relevant data and information to SACEP Secretariat to 
prepare a comprehensive proposal to obtain funds for the 
next phase of the Malé Declaration.  

 
 

10.2.6 South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 
The Meeting recommended the removal of the Agenda Item 
from the Work Programme of SACEP related to SAWEN. 
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10.2.7 Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
South Asia 
The Meeting agreed with the proposal made by SACEP for 
removal of the Agenda Item on Establishment of Basel 
Convention Regional Centre for South Asia from its Work 
Programme. 

 
 

10.2.8 Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 
The 8th Meeting of the Regional EST Forum will be held in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka in October 2014 and SACEP to 
support Government of Sri Lanka in organizing the event 
avoiding financial implications. 

 
 

10.2.9 Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014) 
The Better Air Quality 2014 (BAQ 2014) Conference would 
also be held back to back with the 8th Regional EST 
Forum.  
 
It was requested that the National Focal Points to 
communicate to SACEP Secretariat, the country 
experiences and best practices in this regard to be 
presented during the conference.  

 
 

10.2.10 Preparation of South Asia position paper to reflect the 
post Rio +20 challenges related to environment 
sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, water and 
sanitation etc.)   

 
National Focal Points to send the feedback on the Second 
Draft Report to SACEP Secretariat and the activity to be 
carried forward. 

 
 

10.2.11 South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector 

 
The Meeting recommended the removal of the Agenda Item 
from its Work Programme of SACEP. 

 
 

10.2.12 Proposal for SACEP to be a Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) Project Agency 
The meeting recommended SACEP to send a reminder to 
the GEF Secretariat, regarding the application for SACEP 
to be accredited as a GEF Project Agency which was 
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submitted on 18th June 2012 for consideration, at the 
beginning of GEF-6 which will commence in July 2014.   

 
The above communication to be intimated to the National 
Focal Points for further support. 
 
Also to strengthen the proposal of SACEP, the member 
countries were requested to extend support at the next 
GEF Constituency Meeting. 
Regional proposals on environmental issues to be 
formulated by SACEP to be submitted for consideration in 
the GEF-6 Cycle. 

 
 

10.2.13 Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-
use of Internationally Important Wetlands in South 
Asia 

 
The Meeting considered the proposal made by SACEP 
Secretariat and consented that the Secretariat may sign an 
MOU with Ramsar Convention for capacity building. 

 
 

10.2.14 Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on 
Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change.   

 
The Meeting recommended the activity to be included into 
the Work Programme of SACEP and the activities on 
capacity building to be carried out. 

 
 

10.2.15 South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 
 

The activities will be reported at the 5th Inter-governmental 
Meeting of the Ministers of the South Asian Seas 
Programme which will be held on 5 December 2013. 

 
  

10.2.16 WORK PROGRAMME (2014-2015) 
Annex XIV 

The Meeting recommended to continue the on-going 
activities of SACEP and approved the Work Programme 
proposed for 2014 – 2015 with the removal of the following 
Items: 

a) South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

b) Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
South Asia. 

c) South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector. 
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10.3 FUNDING AND FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

10.3.1 Country Contributions  
 

SACEP Secretariat thanked the member countries for 
clearing the Arrears of the Country Contribution to a 
commendable rate. Further it was informed by the SACEP 
Secretariat that it is important to clear the balance arrears 
of the country contributions for smooth and effective 
functioning of the secretariat. 

 
10.3.2 External Funding  
 

The Meeting greatly appreciated the efforts of SACEP in 
generating external funds from several donor agencies. 
13GC-SACEP recommended that SACEP should continue to 
play its role in securing external financing for the benefit of 
the member countries. 

 
10.3.3 Secretariat Budget (2014-2015) 
 

SACEP Secretariat requested a 10% increase in the Annual 
Country Contribution for SACEP from January year 2014 as 
the present agreed country contribution of SACEP was 
recommended at the 7th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
SACEP held on 22nd April 1998 in Malé, Republic of 
Maldives.   
 
The 13GC-SACEP endorsed the proposal subject to the 
concurrence of the relevant national authorities of each 
member country. (Annex XV) 
 
The 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP, as 
recommended by the Preparatory Meeting of National Focal 
Points / Senior Government Officials approved the 
Secretariat Budget for the Years 2014 – 2015 with the 
present agreed annual contributions until such concurrence 
is obtained. (Annex XVI) 

 
 

11. APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL AUDITED REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS ENDING 31ST DECEMBER, 2009 AND 
2010 
 

 The meeting approved the Audited Reports of Accounts for the years 
2009 and 2010.         

                                                  
The Meeting reinforced the decision of the 9 GC-SACEP on the 
appointment of the external auditors to be changed every three years 
with the provision of the same auditors being eligible for 
appointment after a gap of three years. 
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SACEP Secretariat to share the Audit Report with member countries 
annually. 

 
 

12. MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 
 

13GC-SACEP agreed upon the Ministerial Declaration. (Annex XVII) 
 
It was also endorsed the inclusion of the ‘text of appreciation’ in the 
Declaration to the host government in future events as an adopted 
practice. 
 
‘Express our sincere appreciation to the people and the Government 
of ………………………………… for the warm hospitality and excellent 
organization of the ……………meeting of the Governing Council of 
SACEP’ 

 
 
13. VENUE AND DATE FOR THE 14TH  MEETING OF THE 

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF SACEP 
 
The Meeting unanimously welcomed the announcement from the 
Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to host the 14th 
Meeting of the Governing Council. The dates will be intimated by 
Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the SACEP 
Secretariat. 

 
 
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The 13GC-SACEP endorsed the request made by Government of 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan of their willingness to participate at 
the Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers of the South Asian Seas 
Programme (SASP), being a land locked country. 

 
 

15. ADOPTION OF REPORT 
 

The 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP considered the 
Report on 5th day, of December 2013 and adopted. 
 
 

16. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 

The Chairman thanked the Hon’ Ministers and delegates for their 
valuable support and co-operation, the SACEP Secretariat for their 
excellent work and the Division of Climate Change, Cabinet 
Secretariat, Government of Pakistan for all the hard work in making 
the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP a success.  
 
He then declared the meeting close. 
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Annex I
GC 13.SACEP

AFGHANISTAN
H. R. H. Prince Mostapha Zaher Eng. Ezatullah Sediqi
Director General Chief of Staff 
National Environmental Protection Agency National Environmental Protection Agency 
Member of the Council of Ministers Second Parwan Square
Adviser to the President on Environment Kabul
Second Parwan Square Afghanistan
Kabul Mobile: +93 752 043 173
Afghanistan Mobile: +93 799 622 517

Tel: +93 752 017 633 e-mail: eng.ezatsediqi@gmail.com
Mobile: +93 799 400 600 Sediqi.nepa@gmail.com
e-mail: dg.nepa@nepa.gov.af (Official)

dg.nepa@hotmail.com (Operational)
mostapha_zaher@hotmail.com (Personal)

BANGLADESH
H. E. Mr. Suhrab Hossain Mr. Md. Nural Islam
High Commissioner of Bangladesh in Pakistan Counsellor (Pol.)

F-6/3, Islamabad F-6/3, Islamabad
Pakistan Pakistan

Tel: +92 51 227 9267 Tel: +92 51 227 9267
Fax: +92 51 227 9266 Fax: +92 51 227 9266

e-mail: nri002@yahoo.com

BHUTAN
Mr. Karma Tshering

National Environment Commission 
Royal Government of Bhutan
Post Box No. 466
Thimphu
Bhutan

Tel: +975 2 323 384 
Mobile: +975 1 711 6505
Fax: +975 2 323 385
e-mail: ktshering@nec.gov.bt

k_tshering@yahoo.com

Senior Programme Officer

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

13TH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL

5th December 2013

Islamabad, Pakistan

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

High Commission for the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh

High Commission for the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh

House No. 1, Street No. 5 House No. 1, Street No. 5
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Distinguished delegates  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Welcome to the opening of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia 
Co-operative Environment Programme.  

Allow me once again to express my sincere thanks to the Government and the 
people of Pakistan for hosting this Governing Council Meeting in the lovely and 
hospitable city of Islamabad. 

SACEP, as we all know, is the first regional inter-government body established in 
the field of environment in 1982. It was the vision of the environment ministers of 
the eight countries of South Asia for mutual co-operation in the field of 
Environment. As the Director General, I am proud to say that many other 
organisations established recently followed SACEP as a model. I am sure you can 
also be proud as owners of this esteemed organization. 

During the last 31 years, since its establishment, SACEP has paid attention to the 
regional needs and found its niche to appropriately address the environmental 
issues which are regionally important. Environment is a field where there is 
constant change and is always in a state of flux. We, at SACEP are constantly 
observing the dynamic changes in the environment and our programme activities 
for the coming years are not cast in stone but are subject to constant review and 
change to suit the needs of the member countries. 

In the light of the above, the ambitious Work Programme we have drawn up is 
based on commitments that we have received from our member countries, UNEP, 
UN affiliated organizations and other bilateral and multi-lateral agencies. 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, 

In this 21st century, the whole world is facing a number of environmental 
challenges which are very common to our region as well. The frequency and the 
intensity of natural phenomena like typhoons, flash floods, droughts, etc. have 
been increased as never before. On the other hand, our natural resource base is 
under tremendous pressure due to, over utilization for meeting the ever increasing 
demand of food and other essential needs of the increasing population. 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, 

The collective and co-operative approach would simplify the efforts to address these 
burning issues and therefore, effective regional co-operation is vital. That is the 
spirit shown by our predecessors when forming SACEP.  We have shown it in the 
past and I am sure that we can do it in present and future as well. 

Thank you     
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Honorable Minister from Maldives, Mr. Thoriq Ibrahim,  
Minister from Sri Lanka, Mr. Susil Premajayantha, 
H. R. H. Prince Mostapha Zaher from Afghanistan,  
Parliamentarians, Respectable Heads of Delegations, 
Secretaries, UN Representatives, 
Dr. Young-Woo Park, the Regional Director UNEP, 
Senior Officials representing the South Asian countries, Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies & Gentlemen 
 

1. 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative 
Environment Programme has indeed been a landmark event in the history of 
the field of Environment in South Asia. 

2. The meeting accorded us all a unique opportunity to hold productive 
discussions related to environmental issues with political leadership of the 
South Asian countries, senior government officials, UN organization and civil 
society. Respective country’s situations with regard to environment and 
status of implementation of GC 12 decisions were discussed along with the 
way forward to address the challenge faced by all of us. 

3. The last three days witnessed the minsters and high level officials meetings, 
networking and intensive discussions over environmental challenges 
including National Biodiversity Strategy, Promoting Sustainable 
Consumption and Production in South Asia, Environmental Data and 
Information Management System, Control and Prevention of Air Pollution, 
Enhancing Environmentally Sustainable Transport, Impacts of Mercury and 
other heavy metals on Health Sector, Waste Management, Conservation of 
Wetlands, Regional Marine and Coastal Biodiversity Strategy, Ocean 
Governance and most importantly the commitments made by the Governing 
Council of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme. 

4. Environmental degradation has already become a socio-economic problem 
and that addressing it would pay economic dividends, strengthening the 
growth potential and productivity of environmental assets and lowering the 
incidence of disease. We must be vociferous about the cause of healthy and 
clean environment and ensure that the governments provide due priority to 
the cause, not only in policies and strategies, but also in concentrated 
practical efforts. 

5. The Government of Pakistan remains fully committed to the decisions made 
by Governing Council at this forum and assures to revitalize and intensify 
our efforts, both as government and sector partners, to meet these 
commitments and achieve the set goals. We believe that the decisions taken 
by the Governing Council need to be transformed in the tangible practical 
actions by all the participating countries as they are of utmost importance 
and will play a vital role for the sound environmental management of the 
region. 

6. The Government of Pakistan would like to thank the SACEP Secretariat for 
their phenomenal support in order to make this event successful. I hope that 
visiting Pakistan to attend 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South 
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Asia Co-operative Environment Programme & the 5th Intergovernmental 
Meeting of Ministers of South Asian Seas Programme was an enriching 
experience for all of you both professionally as well as personally. 

7. Thank you all for your meaningful participation and I wish you a pleasant 
journey back home. 

8. Thank you. 
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Your Excellencies, 
Hon’ble Ministers from Member Countries, 
Distinguished Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Ayubhowan, Good Morning. 

 As the outgoing Chair of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 
,i.e., SACEP), Sri Lanka is grateful to the Government and People of Pakistan  for 
hosting the 13th Governing Council meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan. We are greatly 
honoured and privileged by the presence of His Excellency, Hon’ Mr. Zahid Hamid, 
Federal Minister of Science and Technology, Islamic Republic of Pakistan during 
the opening of the Governing Council of SACEP. This commitment and interest will 
auger well for the environment and ecology of our region and also for the future of 
SACEP. Thank you, Sir for your valuable time. 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 SACEP being an intergovernmental organization, has almost 30 years of 
history in respect of regional co-operation toward environmental issues. It has a 
commendable record of achievements. From the date of SACEP being established in 
1981 in Colombo, we, the members of SACEP have been able to carry out many 
programmes for the protection and management of the environment of the South 
Asian region. However, during the past decade, SACEP has been going through a 
turbulent period and therefore as the Governing Council, we have had to take 
strategic decisions for the betterment of SACEP. 

 In November 2010, during the Governing Council held in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka took over the Chairmanship of SACEP and I can proudly say that we have 
been able to streamline the activities of SACEP and its programme of work and I 
feel it is now a matter of carrying forward the initiatives taken. As the outgoing 
chair, I would like to highlight a few landmarks or milestones we have achieved. 

1. Appointment of a Director General on rotation basis.  

As a decision of the 12th Governing Council of SACEP, we were able to 
appoint the new Director General on a rotation basis and Sri Lanka was able to 
appoint one of its nominees (present DG Mr Jayatilake) to the post in April 2012.  It 
is noted that one of the key recommendations of the SACEP Review in 2003 was 
the appointment of the Director General on merit basis. However, implementation 
of this decision created problems within the system and there was a period of three 
years (2009-2011), where no Director General was there to head the Secretariat 
and thereby, the implementation of the work programmes were hampered. 

2. South Asia Regional Oil and Chemical Spill Contingency Plan and Disaster 
Response. 

This Regional Plan was prepared in 2000. However, the  MOU to implement 
the Action Plan was agreed and signed by only three South Asian Seas Countries, 
namely Bangladesh, Maldives and Pakistan. I am happy to announce here that the 
Government of Sri Lanka has also agreed to sign the MOU as per a Cabinet 
decision taken in last November. I hope that the Government of India will also 
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follow us and sign the MOU so that SACEP will be able to implement the actions 
identified within the next few years. 

3 SACEP Host Facility, New Secretariat building for SACEP and Official 
Residence of the Director General. 

 In 2012, The Government of Sri Lanka increased its SACEP Host Facility 
contribution from Sri Lanka from Rs 5.0 million to Rs 8.0 million. This is given by 
the host Government to cover local staff salaries, rentals, and other related costs. 

It is also noted that the present SACEP Secretariat and the DG’s residence 
are located in rented buildings. In view of the above and after representations 
made, the Government of Sri Lanka has decided to provide a suitable land to 
construct the SACEP Secretariat and the DG’s residence. The Government has also 
allocated an initial sum of Sri Lankan Rs 50.0 million for this purpose. Once the 
locations are finalized, we will be able to begin construction. I request the support 
of all the SACEP member countries to contribute to this process. 

4 SACEP Annual Work Programme 

I am happy to state here that the annual work programme of SACEP has 
completed even with the limited capacity and resources at its disposal. I am also 
happy to state that SACEP has initiated new programmes on Clearing House 
Mechanism on biodiversity, National Action Plans updating, Environmental Data 
and Information Management, Marine Biodiversity Strategy Development and 
Nutrient and Pollution loading in our marine and coastal eco systems etc.  

It is also noted that Sri Lanka is hosting the 8th EST Forum-Asia and Better 
Air Quality 2014 in November 2014 in Colombo. These two events highlight the 
urban air quality issues in Asia and sustainable transport issues related to our 
region. I therefore request SACEP to support the Government of Sri Lanka in 
organizing these two major events.  

 As the outgoing chair of the SACEP Governing Council, I would like to 
congratulate the incoming chairman of SACEP and finally, I thank all the member 
countries, their national focal points, who have assisted during my tenure of office 
as Chairman, SACEP GC and the Director General, as also, the Secretariat for 
preparing all the necessary documents required to make the meeting a success.  

 At this stage, we must accept that the tasks before us are quite challenging 
and we need to make concerted efforts on a regional basis for a harmonious and 
coherent environmental management for the region. I wish to re-iterate Sri Lanka’s 
commitment to strengthen SACEP as a good example of South-South Cooperation. 

 Once again, I would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Government 
and the People of Pakistan for providing us excellent facilities for our stay in your 
beautiful country.  

Thank you. 
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Honorable Minister from Maldives, Mr. Thoriq Ibrahim,  
Honorable Minister from Sri Lanka, Mr. Susil Premajayantha, 
H. R. H. Prince Mostapha Zaher from Afghanistan, 
Parliamentarians, Respectable Heads of Delegations,  
Secretaries, UN Representatives,  
Dr. Young Woo Park, the Regional Director UNEP, 
Senior Officials representing the South Asian countries, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies & Gentlemen 
 

1. I, on behalf of Government of Pakistan thank you all for your participation in this 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment 
Programme & the 5th Inter Ministerial Meeting of South Asia Seas Programme. 
 
2. South Asia is home to one of the oldest civilizations of the world. The region 
includes the countries with ‘Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka’. It has a 1.6 billion strong population growing at the rate of 
1.8% per annum but has only 4.8 per cent of the world’s total land area. South Asia’s 
topography includes an amazing variety of mountains, plateaus, dry regions, intervening 
structural basins and beaches. 
  
3. As citizens of our respective nations and as collective citizens of South Asia, we 
are the guardians of these resources. Over 1 billion people depend upon the Himalayas 
as a source of freshwater through the mighty rivers of Indus, Ganges and Brahamputra. 
We are witnessing an unimaginable rise in climate-induced catastrophes. Over the years, 
climatic disasters have affected the millions of people in our region. 
 
4. Close to half of South Asian population lives below the poverty line and is reliant 
on the natural environment for subsistence. For this reason, services generated from our 
shared resources are of much more importance.  

 
 
5. Strengthened regional efforts need to focus on a range of response options and 
instruments to address these challenges. The regional partners need to emphasize the 
realization for increasing responsibilities and greater cooperative efforts by all 
stakeholders. Increased awareness of ecosystem services should be adopted as important 
mechanisms to mainstream environment into social and economic development 
processes in the region. 

 
6. Pakistan is actively developing capabilities to deal with environmental challenges 
and effects of climate change such as floods and earthquakes. The Government of 
Pakistan has taken number of sound policy measures such as the National Environment 
Policy, National Climate Change Policy, and the Draft National Sustainable Development 
Strategy. The Government of Pakistan realizes its responsibility towards making strong 
efforts to achieve the Environment related Millennium Development Goals in order to 
provide healthy living conditions to the inhabitants of this region.   
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7. I sincerely hope that last three days proved to be a strong step ahead in the 
direction of achieving the goals of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme and 
South Asian Seas Programme. It was indeed our pleasure to host this event. 

 
8. I would specially like to thank the continuous support from SACEP Secretariat 
and United Nations Environment Programme in achieving the goals of sustainable and 
environmental friendly development in South Asia. The recently developed Environment 
and Climate Change Outlook report with assistance of UNEP is an example of the joint 
efforts for the cause. I appreciate the efforts of Dr. Young Woo Park, the Regional 
Director of the UNEP and wish him all the best for his future endeavors as he is leaving 
this position in near future.  

 
9. Once again, thank you all for your participation. I hope you had a pleasant stay in 
Pakistan and I wish you all safe journey back home. 
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His Excellency, Mr. Zahid Hamid, Minister of Science and Technology, Chief 
Guest for this opening segment, 
His Excellency, Mr. Susil Premajayantha, Current Chair of the Governing 
Council of SACEP,  
Hon’ble Ministers, Heads of delegations, Senior Government Officials,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

 

It is my great honour and privilege to offer the vote of thanks at this Opening 
Session of the 13th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP. 

Bhutan would like to express our sincere thanks to the people and 
government of Pakistan for the warm hospitality and excellent arrangements. 

Now, Your Excellency, on behalf of SACEP member countries, let me express 
our appreciation for the wonderful arrangements and the warm hospitality 
extended to all of us. Thank you very much. 

Your Excellency, we have had very active and fruitful deliberations during 
the last two days. While we did debate on some issues, we resolved the same 
in a professional manners. Therefore, I am happy to report that the outcome 
of the two days meeting of SACEP Focal Point/Senior Government Officials 
was very successful.  

Let me thank the Director General of SACEP and his team for the excellent 
documentations prepared for this meeting. We would also like to thank 
UNEP, especially, Dr. Young Woo Park and Dr. Subrata Sinha for facilitating 
support to SACEP.  

Finally, once again, let me thank Your Excellency and your team for these 
wonderful arrangements and hospitality. I would also like to thank and 
appreciate all the staff of Government of Pakistan for their support with 
facilitating our logistics.  

We hope and wish for successful deliberations at the 13th Governing Council 
Meeting of SACEP and endorsement of the Report of the Senior Government 
Officials.  

 

Thank you and Tashi Delek. 
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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 
 
 
THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL  
ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 
 
5TH DECEMBER 2013 
  
 
 

ANNOTATED AGENDA  
 

 
1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
 The meeting will be called to order by the current Chairman of the 

Governing Council 
 

1.1 Welcome address by the Director General, SACEP 
1.2 Statement by the current Chairman 
1.3 Opening remarks by the Head of Delegation of the host 

country 
1.4 Address by the Chief Guest 
1.5 Vote of Thanks 

 
2. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
 

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council of 
SACEP, a new Chairman will be elected in a manner consistent with the 
Articles of Association of SACEP. One or more Vice Chairman, a 
Rapporteur and other officials may also be appointed by the Governing 
Council. The Director General shall function as the Secretary of the 
Council during its sessions.  
 

 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND ORGANISATION OF WORK 
 

 The Meeting will consider the Provisional Agenda for adoption. Any 
matter regarding the Organisation of Work and the Sessions may also be 
considered.  
 
 

4.  REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EARLIER DECISIONS OF 
SACEP 

 
Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will consider the status of 
implementation of the decisions taken at the 11 and 12 Meetings of the 
Governing Councils as well as by the Consultative Committee of SACEP. 
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5.  COUNTRY STATEMENTS / BRIEF OPENING REMARKS BY THE 

MEMBER STATES (3-5 MINUTES) 
 
 The Heads of Country Delegations will present their country statements. 
 
 
6. STATEMENTS BY OBSERVERS  
 

Under this Agenda Item, the representatives of United Nations Agencies, 
International / Regional Organisations and Aid Consortia may wish to 
make Statements on matters relating to the activities of their respective 
Organisations which may be of interest to the Governing Council 
regarding the Programme activities of the South Asia region.  

 
 
7. 7.1  PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING 
                OF SENIOR OFFICIALS BY THE RAPPORTEUR 
 

The Rapporteur would present to the meeting the report of the 
Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials. 

 
 
7.2 CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF THE CONSULTATIVE 

COMMITTEE 
 

Under this Agenda Item, the reports of the Consultative Committee 
since 12th Meeting of the Governing Council will be presented. 

 
 

8. DISCUSSIONS & ENDORSEMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS AGREED 
UPON AT THE PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS 

 
The meeting will be requested for endorsement of the recommendations 
from the Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials. 
 
  8.1 Institutional Matters 
  8.2 Programme Matters 
  8.3 Financial Matters 
 
 

9.  CONSIDERATION OF ENDORSEMENT OF THE DRAFT MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT /RESOLUTION / DECLARATION PROPOSED BY THE 
PREPARATORY MEETING. 
 
Under this agenda item, the national perspectives on the Ministerial 
Statement will be shared and endorsed. 
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10. APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL AUDITED REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS ENDING 31ST DECEMBER, 2009 AND 
2010 

 
Under this agenda item, based on the recommendations of the 
Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials, the meeting is requested to 
approve the Annual Audited Reports of Accounts for the years 2009 and 
2010. 
 

 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Under this Agenda Item, the 13th Governing Council Meeting may wish 
to discuss any other relevant matters that may be raised by the 
representatives participating at the Meeting or by the Secretariat. 
 
Re-invigoration of the SACEP's programme and need for a Special 
Session of the Governing Council.  The non-paper revised by the 
Consultative Committee at its 122nd session will be used as the 
background document. 
 

 
12. ADOPTION OF REPORT 
 

 The Rapporteur will present the Draft Report of the 13th Governing 
Council Meeting for its consideration and adoption. 

 
 
13. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 

 Any representative participating in the Meeting may wish to make 
concluding statements regarding the deliberations at the Meeting and its 
achievements. The Chairman will finally declare the Meeting closed. 
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Country Statement by 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.R.H Prince Mostapha Zaher 
Director – General 

Member of the Council of Ministers 
Head of Delegation 

 
at the 

 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council 

South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
 

Islamabad, Pakistan 
5th December 2013 

 

In the Name of God 
                                      The Merciful The Compassionate 
 
 

�� �
Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

National Environmental Protection Agency 
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Excellencies, Heads of Delegations,  

United Nations Environment Programme – Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific High Level Delegation,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Please allow me to extend my deepest and most profound thanks to the 
Government of Pakistan for the warm hospitality extended to the Delegation of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and to my person, in an atmosphere of 
brotherhood in the beautiful capital of Islamabad, as well as, for the excellent 
arrangements made to make our stay comfortable and unforgettable by graciously 
and generously hosting the 13th General Council Meeting of SACEP Member States. 

My sincere and most heartfelt appreciation is extended to H.E the Director General 
of SACEP and to the SACEP Secretariat for their super logistical support. 

I would like to congratulate H. E the Secretary for Chairing the Meeting. 

On behalf of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, I wish to 
convey our very warmest greetings to you all. 

As many of you are aware that Afghanistan has a very strong cultural history,  
despite more than three decades of war and instability, we still possess very 
diverse, rich and robust ethnic traditions which we are committed to maintain.   

Before placing my propositions relating to the Provisional Agenda of the meeting, I 
wish to provide you with some information to portray some of our important 
achievements in the relevant sectors including some contextual information that 
would be important to consider in devising relevant programmatic endeavors.     

I wanted to present this overview before you as we believe that each of the SACEP 
Member States should take stock of their relevant achievements and explore 
opportunities to take it further to attain higher level of synergy through regional 
cooperation among SACEP Member States and beyond. 

We have put very high priority to preserve our natural integrity in Afghanistan.  
Afghanistan has some of the most diverse habitats ranging from high altitude 
mountainous regions to sandy deserts.   

These include Alpine steppes, Alpine meadows, vegetated semi-deserts, rangelands, 
shrub lands, open woodlands, and wetlands of international importance, 
containing very rich species diversity.  

Since the beginning of the democratization process, we have been able to 
accomplish some key steps that could be termed as important ‘pre-requisite’ to our 
journey towards sustainable development.  Although this process has been slow, 
the progress can definitely be termed as ‘steady’.    

Environment and sustainable development issues are well acknowledged in our 
major policies and plans including Article 15 of the Constitution, Afghanistan 
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National Development Strategy, National Priority Programmes, relevant policies and 
sectoral strategies.  

Institutionally, we have been able to establish and nourish the National 
Environmental Protection Agency including its provincial presence in all of the 
country’s thirty four Provinces.  A number of important legal instruments have 
been devised to facilitate environmental protection, as well as, sustainable 
development.   

Not only just paper work, but practically we have been able to move forward with a 
number of programmatic interventions in collaboration with our development 
partners. 

At the moment, a number of projects and programmes are ongoing and some are 
upcoming in the areas of protected area management, biodiversity, climate change 
adaptation and land degradation.   

Some of the actions and projects have already started yielding, encouraging results.  
I want to particularly mention that in few weeks, we will initiate a significant 
project on establishing Integrated Models for Protected Areas and their Co-
Management in Afghanistan with funding and technical support from GEF and 
UNDP.  

We have the very first National Park established in Afghanistan.  Band-e-Amir 
National Park is not only the most celebrated natural landscape setting in 
Afghanistan, but ranks among the most unique and iconic national park 
landscapes in the world.  We highly appreciate the technical assistance of our 
partners, UNEP and the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS – Afghanistan). 

Similar to a number of other SACEP countries, 90% of our rural population depend 
on common pool resources such as land, water, forest, rangeland, as well as, public 
land in the mountain ecosystems.  The linkage between poverty, environment and 
natural resources is extremely prominent in Afghanistan.   

Ensuring equitable access to natural resources for the poor could take care of hard 
core poverty and improve social harmony and peace.   

Therefore, we recognized that community-based collaborative management of 
natural resources could be instrumental in poverty reduction, conservation and 
productive use of our ecosystems.  We believe this could be a common approach in 
most of the SACEP Member States because of the contextual similarities.   

Like in other SACEP Member States, many of our ecosystems such as forests, 
wetlands and rangelands have been depleted which has direct linkage with rural 
peoples’ lives, livelihoods and the local economy.   

Similarly, we face acute pollution problems, particularly with air, water, soil and 
wetlands.  Currently, because of environmental pollution, like many other 
countries, we are also facing the challenge of human health and economic loss.   

During the coming years, our major growth engines will be agriculture, NRM and 
mining.  One of the challenges that we would like to address is that the mining is 
really contributing in local level poverty reduction with transformational change in 

Annex VIII
GC 13.SACEP  

37



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

�
�

local economic conditions, specially when social and environmental sustainability 
are ensured. 

Although we do not have a country-specific robust database, studies and 
institutional setting to scientifically validate climate change, implications are 
prominently visible in Afghanistan in the forms of prolonged and severe droughts, 
erratic temperature and precipitation.  This is seriously affecting our agriculture, 
livelihood and economy like other SACEP Member States.   

I am happy to inform you that in collaboration with UNEP, UNDP, WCS, FAO and 
other partners, we are now in the process of developing a comprehensive Climate 
Change Strategy and Action Plan that will primarily focus on Adaptation.  We 
would also look at the opportunities in the areas of ‘mitigation’ and other important 
aspects such as ‘research and development’, ‘financing’, and mutually gainful 
‘partnership’ including the opportunities within the framework of SACEP. 

I am also happy to inform you that in collaboration with UNEP, UNDP, WCS and 
other partners, we would be pursuing an inclusive and comprehensive local and 
national consultation to determine post 2015 development agenda for Afghanistan.  
This could be one specific area for SACEP countries to collaborate.  Localization of 
SDGs at the country level and regionalization at the SACEP country level could 
provide enabling platform for all of us to collaborate.        

Against the broader context, in addition to the proposed actions outlined above, I 
propose the following specific actions for the consideration of other member 
countries, as well as the Governing Council: 

1. South Asia Position on Rio+20 and Post 2015 Development Agenda (this 
matches with Provisional Agenda item # 6.1.10).  Practical areas of 
collaboration among member countries should be identified 

2. Collaboration for energy efficiency and clean energy (this also matches with 
item # 6.1.10) 

3. Practical areas to collaborate on priority areas to pursue sustainable cities 
concept (this matches with item# 6.1.3, 6.1.4, 6.1.5, 6.1.8, and 6.1.11.  
Rapid urbanization in SACEP counties particularly in countries like 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh is an enormous challenge but we have an 
opportunity now to ensure that our cities have low emissions, and are 
sustainable and green 

4. Proper implementation of current NBSAPS (#6.1.1), NAP and NAPA.  It is 
important to strengthen results and compliance monitoring mechanism 

5. I propose to explore a new area to collectively prepare ourselves for the 
inevitable natural and other disasters that will plague us in the future (both 
climate change induced and not climatic) 

I express my sincere appreciation for your patient hearing and consideration.  I 
would like to conclude my deliberation by conveying the commitment of the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to collaborate in pursuing 
SACEP for our mutual benefits and for the future generations to come. 

Thank you. 
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His Excellency Mr. Suhrab Hossain 
Bangladesh High Commissioner to Pakistan 

Head of Delegation 
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh   

at the 
 

13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 

& 
5th Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers of 

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 
 

Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th December 2013 
 

 

 

 

Annex IX
GC 13.SACEP  

39



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

 
Mr. Chairman, Honourable Minister for Science and Technology of Pakistan, 
Honourable Minister for Sri Lanka,  
Honourable Minster for Maldives,  
Excellencies, distinguished participants,  
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

Assalamo Alaikum and Good morning 

 

On behalf of the government of Bangladesh, I would like to thank SACEP 
Secretariat for undertaking programmes which are environmentally and 
ecologically important for sustainable development in the South Asia Region. 

In this regard Bangladesh faces many challenges in its attempt to attain the middle 
income economy status by 2021 through sustainable development. The challenge 
to sustainability originates from both domestic source in the form of environmental 
degradation generated by natural and manmade processes and international 
source in the form of climate change. A key challenge of sustainable development in 
Bangladesh is population which is at the center of sustainable development. 

While population growth degrades the environment, sustainable development seeks 
to ensure higher quality of life for population of the present generation as well as 
future generations. Other challenges with regard to environment for sustainable 
development include unplanned urbanization, inefficient water resources 
management, natural disaster and climate change. 

We believe all South Asian countries face more or less similar environmental 
challenges for their sustainable development. These challenges have put us 
together to face unitedly. I wish SACEP will be successful in its endeavor. 

One of the most important challenges for the South Asian environment and 
ecological system is protection of its common water bodies. No single country can 
conserve the marine ecology of the common water body. It needs concerted effort of 
the countries concerned. At this crucial juncture, the role of South Asian Seas 
Programme (SASP) is every important. Bangladesh adheres to its commitment for 
the conservation of marine ecology and ready to play a role to meet the challenges. 
Necessary legal frame works are in place. Bangladesh has enacted a number of 
laws including marine pollution ordinance, the environment conservation act. 

I hope SACEP will undertake programmes prioritizing the evolving challenges which 
come along with natural disaster. 

I wish SACEP all the best and again congratulate the new chairman a successful 
tenure. 

Annex IX 
GC 13.SACEP   

40



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country Statement by 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Karma Tshering 
National Environment Commission 

Head of Delegation 
Royal Government of Bhutan 

 
at the  

 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council of  

South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th December 2013 

�
�
�
  

Annex X
GC 13.SACEP  

41



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

His Excellency, Mr. Zahid Hamid, Minister of Science and Technology 
Hon’ble Ministers,  
Head of delegations,  
Senior Government Officials,  
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

It is my great honour and privilege to speak in this high level segment of 13th 
Governing Council meeting of SACEP. 

First of all, let me inform this August gathering that Bhutan attaches great 
importance to SACEP. Please kindly note that by no means, my 
representation at this high level segment is lack of our government’s interest 
in SACEP. Due to last minute unforeseen problem, I have been asked to 
represent Bhutan at the Governing Council meeting. Therefore, on behalf of 
the Royal Government of Bhutan, I would like to sincerely apologize to the 
Hon’ble Members of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP. 

Your Excellency, let me take this opportunity, to extend warmest 
congratulations to you on your assumption as the current chair of the 
Governing Council. Through you Mr. Chair, let me express my sincere 
appreciation to the government and people of Pakistan for their warm 
hospitality and special appreciation to you and your team for this wonderful 
warmth, which most of us felt right on arrival in the airport.  

Mr. Chairman, please accept Bhutan’s full support and we hope, under your 
able leadership, SACEP will further strengthen and become more vibrant 
and visible. 

We would also like to congratulate the Director General for his successful 
nomination to this important post. We are happy and very confident since 
our DG comes with huge experiences in this field. We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to him and his able team, for their excellent 
preparations, indeed for their hard work. Please be assured of our full 
support to our DG and his team.   

Mr. Chairman, 

We are all aware of SACEP’s history. SACEP has come a long way and has 
contributed to great extent in the field of environment and its related areas. 
We are well aware of the limited number of staff in SACEP who has been 
working very hard to achieve our common goals. Now that we have 
experienced Director General, we are very confident that under his able 
leadership guided by Your Excellency, SACEP will become a popular 
intergovernmental agency that other countries could appreciate and feel 
proud of, in short, SACEP will become a good example to other regional 
organization in other countries. 

We would like SACEP to play a vital role, focusing and prioritizing in those 
programmes and activities that will benefit the member countries.  We see 
huge opportunities for SACEP in getting support and funding from donors 
since SACEP is an intergovernmental agency. So SACEP must take this 
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opportunity and mobilize funds and try to strive to become an exemplary 
body.  

Mr. Chairman, Hon’ble Members, Ladies and Gentlemen   

Bhutan would like to reemphasize that among many issues, most urgent 
and critical issues that require huge attention are in the areas of; waste, 
water and pollution and we feel this is where SACEP should focus in 
fulfilling these mandates. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Before, I conclude, let me take this opportunity to thank UNEP, especially 
Dr. Young Woo Park and Dr. Subrata Sinha for facilitating and extending 
their kind support to SACEP.  I would like to request UNEP to continue 
supporting SACEP and the member countries. 

Finally, once again, let me thank Your Excellency and your team for this 
wonderful arrangement and hospitality. I would also like to thank and 
appreciate all those staff for their support with our logistics.  

In closing Mr. Chair, once again be assured of Bhutan’s fullest support to 
you, the Director General and his team in SACEP. I wish you all the best in 
your tenure as the current chair of the Governing Council. I would like to 
wish all the Hon’ble Members and distinguished delegates a safe trip back 
home and those staying behind a happy and peaceful life always.   

Thank you and Tashi Delek. 
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Honourable Chairman, SACEP and Minister for Science and Technology of 
Pakistan,  
Honourable Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy, Sri Lanka, 
Honourable Minster of Environment and Energy, Maldives and  
Excellencies 
 

India would like to compliment SACEP for making various efforts towards 
implementation of South Asian Seas Programme. India has been implementing a 
number of national programmes specifically relating to the activities of South Asian 
Seas Programme. These include Coastal Monitoring and Prediction System, Oil-spill 
Modeling System, Coral Reef Bleaching Alert System, Coastal Marine Ecosystem 
and Modeling, Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring, Indian Ocean Biogeographic 
Information System, Tsunami Warning System, Coastal Ocean Observing System, 
Potential Fishing Zone advisories, Ocean State Forecast, Assessment of Living 
resources. 

On behalf of Indian delegation, I would like to briefly present on some of the 
activities : 

1. Coastal Pollution Monitoring: The aims and objective of the Coastal Ocean 
Monitoring and Prediction System (COMAPS) program is to monitor the 
health of coastal seas is highly essential to assess the quality of coastal 
waters and to find suitability for fisheries and other human related uses. The 
program is under implementation over 20 years. The data on 25 
environmental parameters including physical, chemical, biological and 
microbiological characteristics of water and sediment at selected locations 
are being collected with the help of seven R&D institutions in the 0 – 5 km 
sector of the coastline of the country, covering the maritime states and UTs. 
The objective is to understand the changes in pollution level (ii) to develop 
possible prediction of pollutions levels in these selected locations to assess 
the state of marine environment. The data on parameters such as dissolved 
oxygen (DO), nutrients, pH, Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), plankton, 
benthos and pathogenic bacteria, etc., are being monitored covering different 
seasons at 20 locations. These data is provided to the state pollution control 
boards to take necessary action. 

2. Oil Spill Modeling: The Oil spill trajectory modeling and sensitivity mapping 
is aimed to understand the local habitat specific issues related to oil spill 
risks and to identify potential sources /areas are at risk and priory 
identification of most sensitive coastal resources. The local hydrodynamic 
models were set up for Chennai, Kakinada, Visakhapatnam, Kanyakumari, 
Kochin, Kavaratti, Goa, Mumbai, Dahanu, Hazira, etc to generate oil spill 
trajectory scenarios. After successful validation of hydrodynamic models, the 
same was coupled with the MIKE 21/3 oil spill model to compute oil spill 
trajectories for different environmental conditions including oil 
characteristics, bathymetry, oceanographic and meteorological parameters, 
etc. GIS-based information system with two scenarios for three seasons set 
in GNOME were used for risk assessment of coastal resources. The oil 
transport weathering and oil thickness computation provide a way to analyze 
the environmental risks to the marine as well as coastal ecosystem due to 
spill. The oil slick movement and areal coverage (km2) of the slick were 
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calculated in GIS to analyze possible impact in each scenario. Oil Spill 
Sensitivity and Risk Assessment maps of the study areas, have been 
prepared. The information is provided to Indian Coast Guard to make a 
contingency plan. 

3. Ocean Observation: India has a comprehensive ocean observation network 
for acquisition of real-time data from the seas around India. The 
observations systems include moored buoys (16), argo floats 165, drafters, 
tide gauges, HF radars, Current meter arrays, Automatic weather stations, 
ships, XBT. All the data have been organized and archived at INCOIS 
Hyderabad. A number of data and data products are being developed and 
made available to all the user community. This has been recognized by 
UNESCO, IOC as the regional Data centre for Argo. Besides, a large number 
of satellite data are also being acquired by this centres in real-time viz., 
MODIS, OCM, Altimeter/TOPEX, TMI, Quicksat etec., Under RAMA 
programme pCO2 sensors is jointly fitted in Buoy deployed in the Bay of 
Bengal in association with BOBLME. This work is just completed on board 
India Research vessel Sagar nidhi. India and BOBLME is working together 
on safe guarding of moored buoy systems deployed for tsunami and coastal 
hazard warning to bring awareness among fishermen. 

4. Coral Reef Bleach Alert System: A satellite based Coral Bleaching Alert 
System is in place. The advisories are generated based on the NOAA-AVHRR 
night time sea surface temperature data. The advisories comprising the 
products Hotspot, Degree of heating weeks and time series plots are 
generated bi-weekly are being disseminated through web. Global Coral Reef 
Partnership and International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) Activities with Bay 
of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem project (BOBLME). 

5. Indian Ocean Biogeographic Information System (IndoBIS): IndOBIS has 
been established by the Centre for Marine Living Resources and Ecology 
(CMLRE) at Kochi. IndOBIS allow users to explore data on location of marine 
animals and plants. It will also supply data tables, maps and predict 
distribution using environmental information. Currently it has over 75,000 
records of marine species. 

6. Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC) is equipped with world-
class computational, communication and technical support facilities and is 
considered as one of the most modern tsunami warning centres as on date. 
The instrumentation of the ITEWC is built in a way to detect tsunamis 
originating from both identified tsunamigenic sources in the Indian Ocean 
and to become world class in respect of the quality of the warning service 
with minimal false alarm scenario generation possibility. Through critical 
monitoring and performance evaluation of the services provided by the 
ITEWC over the Indian Ocean, the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for 
the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigations Systems (ICG/IOTWS) 
of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations 
Economic Social and Cultural Organization (IOC/UNESCO) has accepted the 
offer of India to convert/upgrade ITEWC to a status of Regional Tsunami 
Service Provider (RTSP). Starting from July 2008, India has been providing 
IOC benchmarked Level-1 tsunami regional service. Subsequently, from May 
2011, India started rendering Level-2 tsunami regional service on 
operational to the entire Indian Ocean rim countries. As a part of 
“Establishment of National Early Warning System for Tsunamis and Storm 
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Surges”, the Ministry had taken up development “Coastal Vulnerability 
Modeling and Inundation Mapping”. Under this endeavor, a wide range of 
coastal vulnerability maps on different spatial scales ranging 1:100,000 to 
1:5,000, are being generated for the entire coast of India by various agencies 
primarily for use in the forewarning of various ocean hazards viz., Tsunami, 
Cyclones and Storm Surges. 

7. Ocean Information and Advisory Services to Coastal Community: The 
operational Ocean State Forecasting (OSF) service being provided by India 
includes wave, surface currents, SST etc., and the Potential Fishing Zone, 
advisories. The expected height of the tides at 178 locations along the 
coastline of Indian Ocean rim and at 136 locations along the coastline of 
India covering all major/minor ports. The dissemination of the generated 
ocean state forecasting system products (in graphical and digital form at 
each of the locations with details of high/low tide timing) is carried out 
through all available mechanisms viz. world wide web, emails, short message 
service (SMS), electronic display boards and radio etc., so as to reach to a 
maximum number of user groups – fishermen cooperatives, Indian Navy, 
Indian Coast Guard, Coastal Security Police, non – governmental 
organizations working with coastal population and ports/ harbor authorities. 

8. Biogeochemical Process of the Indian Ocean: Towards addressing issues 
relating to understanding the carbon and nitrogen biogeochemical process 
and associated trace elements in the seas around India, with a view to 
increase understanding climate change and marine biogeochemistry, two 
programs viz., SIBER and GEOTRACES have been launched. The SIBER is a 
multi-disciplinary and multi-institutional program dealing open ocean 
biogeochemical studies and estuarine/coastal waters. One of the main 
objectives of the SIBER programme was to establish the open ocean time 
series stations in the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. GEOTRACES 
(India) is a network of research projects being executed by a number of 
research and academic institutions. The objective is to map the distribution 
of trace elements and isotopes in the Indian Ocean and to identify the factors 
influencing these distributions. 

9. Capacity Building: As per India’s commitment to the UNESCO, the 
International Training Centre of Operational Oceanography was established 
and made operational for promotion of capacity building and training 
activities for the countries of the Indian Ocean Region. India is hosting the 
UN workshop on Assessment of Assessment of Marine Environment in Jan 
25-27, 2014. 

India is willing to collaborate and extend support in all the above program. 
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Chairperson of the Governing Council H. E Mr Zahid Hamid, Minister for Science 
and Technology, Government of Pakistan 
Distinguished Ministers 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Asalamalaikum and a very good morning 

Let me first take this opportunity to thank the Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan for the excellent arrangements and hospitality rendered in this 
beautiful city. I also thank the SACEP Secretariat for organising this important 
meeting.  

Mr Chair 

SACEP holds a unique position in the regional co-operation mechanisms in South 
Asia. It was the first truly regional organisation established in the South Asia 
region, and in this manner has acted as the catalyst for all other regional co-
operation mechanisms. Agenda 21 adopted at the Rio Summit, subsequently reified 
by the Rio+20 outcome document, recognises the significant role of regional 
environmental organisations and gave the impetus to developing and strengthening 
such mechanisms. We have, however, not harnessed the full potential of a platform 
such as this. There is much work that can be achieved through SACEP and our 
meeting here should attempt to identify strategies for SACEP to realise these.  

Mr Chair 

The environmental challenges in our region are many and diverse. They range from 
air pollution, to water resources management, to biodiversity loss and climate 
change impacts, amongst many others. However, in all these environmental 
challenges there is one commonality – these challenges are complex in nature and 
often transcend national boundaries. It is then only through the strengthening of 
the regional mechanisms that we can hope to effectively address such challenges. 

SACEP can play a key role in this regard. The principles embedded in the SACEP 
provide a solid basis and framework for the enhancement of collaboration in 
addressing environmental challenges in the region. To date, however, we have been 
limited by the lack of a coherent and robust institutional framework and the linking 
of this with adequate resources. In this regard, I urge all member states to expedite 
the fulfilment of their financial commitments to SACEP. It is also imperative that 
SACEP explore strategies to mobilise additional funding from other bilateral and 
multilateral funding agencies. This should be complemented by increased synergy 
and co-operation between the other regional mechanisms, such as SAARC, in order 
to reduce redundancies between the activities across the organisations. 

Mr Chair 

In 2010, we as a region adopted the SAARC Convention on the Co-operation on 
Environment. I am happy to note that the Convention came into effect on the 23rd 
of October this year. The Convention provides the guiding principles for 
environmental co-operation in the region. The comprehensive nature of the 
Convention creates much space for developing strategic partnerships amongst our 
countries in the field of environment. SACEP as the premier regional environmental 
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organisation, is very well poised to play a significant role in the implementation of 
the Convention and further enhance the principles embedded therein.  

Mr Chair 

The sustainable management of our oceans is an intrinsically global and critical 
issue. Our oceans and seas and the biodiversity it supports do not recognise 
national borders or territorial waters. Developing a regional approach and linking 
this with co-ordinated global action is then fundamental to the success of our 
efforts to protect our oceans and seas.  

It is important to note that a significant proportion of our populations live in the 
coastal zones, and depend on the coastal environment for livelihood and food. This 
region also boast some of the most biologically diverse and rich marine eco-systems 
in the world. However, these have come under increasing stress and pressure in 
the recent years, largely owing to human activity.  

The South Asian Seas Programme has created a much needed platform for 
enhanced regional joint and co-ordinated action. There is, however, a critical need 
to scale up the work of SASP. This will require the commitment of all member 
countries. There are indeed much challenges that we face as a region in ensuring 
the sustainable management of our seas. From institutional limitations, regulatory 
gaps, inadequate communication channels and limited technical capacity, our 
region faces a difficult task in effectively addressing the issue. However, this is an 
issue that we cannot disregard.  

Mr Chair 

Despite these challenges and bleak prospects, we in the Maldives have consistently 
worked to ensure that the tenets of sustainable development are imbued within our 
development agenda. We have set ourselves ambitious goals – establish Maldives as 
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve by the year 2017 and achieve carbon neutrality by 
2020. These goals have wider implications, from the use and management of 
natural resources, to our fuel usage, amongst others, which will work to drive the 
country towards the path of sustainable development. Policies towards such effect 
have also been designed and implemented in other countries in this region. There 
are lessons we can learn from each other and much experience that can be shared. 
It is my sincere hope that SACEP will continue its role as a node for knowledge and 
experience sharing within the region. The sharing of experiences, transfer of 
technology and know-how should be strengthened. In this regard, it is important to 
identify and establish various channels of communication to enhance South-South 
co-operation, with SACEP taking the lead in identifying how co-operation with other 
regional bodies, both within and outside the South Asia region, can be 
strengthened.  

Mr Chair 

As a region, South Asia has come a long way in terms of collaborating to address 
transnational environmental issues. However, we must do more to take into 
account the role of women, of the role of decentralised community decision making 
regarding conservation and resource management and of taking into account the 
agentival capacity of youth and other major groups. It is indeed time to renew our 
commitment and political will and ensure that these translate into co-ordinated 
action. 
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Mr Chair 

I do not intend to take much time. As such, before I conclude, let me once again 
thank the Government of Pakistan and SACEP for organising this meeting. I look 
forward to fruitful discussions. 

 

I thank you. 
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Chairperson of the Governing Council  
Distinguished Ministers 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

� I am delighted to be able to participate in the 13th Meeting of the Governing 
Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. I would like to thank the Government of Pakistan and 
the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) for the kind 
invitation. 

� World leaders at the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) reaffirmed their commitment to sustainable 
development which embraces economic progress, social development, and 
environmental protection for the benefit of all. 

� The first universal session of the Governing Council (27th GC) of the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), held in Nairobi, Kenya, in 
February 2013, represents an historic milestone, furthering the 
implementation of provisions contained in paragraph 88 of the outcome 
document of the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20), “The future we want”. The 27th GC of UNEP 
reaffirmed the need to strengthen international environmental governance 
within the context of the institutional framework for sustainable 
development in order to promote a balanced integration of the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, as well as 
coordination within the United Nations system. 

� The 27th GC of UNEP recommends to the General Assembly that the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme, an 
intergovernmental body established pursuant to article 22 of the United 
Nations Charter, be renamed as the United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The 27th GC 
decided that the UNEA of UNEP will promote a strong science-policy 
interface by reviewing the state of the environment, by building on existing 
international instruments, assessments, panels and information networks. 

� The final report of the High-Level Panel on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda (HLP) was submitted to the UN Secretary-General in May 2013. The 
report recognizes that the post-2015 development agenda should be 
universal, applying to North and South Alike, and be infused with a spirit of 
partnership based on equity, cooperation and mutual accountability. The 
report recommends SMART (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and 
time-bound) development goals in the post-2015 framework. The targets 
should be set for 2030. 

� The Secretary General’s report to the 68th session of the General Assembly 
titled ‘A life of dignity for all: accelerating progress towards the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and advancing the United Nations development 
agenda beyond 2015’ emphasizes: “that a new post-2015 era demands a new 
vision and a responsive framework. Sustainable development – enabled by 
the integration of economic growth, social justice and environmental 
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stewardship – must become our global guiding principle and operational 
standard.” 

� UNEP has recently launched a Discussion Paper entitled “Embedding 
environment in sustainable development goals (SDGs)” that recommends an 
integrated approach to SDGs, where a limited number of fully integrated 
goals are established at a higher strategic level, balancing the social, 
economic and environmental dimensions, with each supported by specific 
targets and indicators that can be either multi-dimensional or reflecting a 
single dimension. 

� The international community cannot afford to backtrack on its agreements 
to protect biodiversity, mitigate climate change, restore freshwater 
ecosystems, and otherwise promote environmental sustainability. The 
existing global environmental goals and targets that have been already 
agreed to since 1990 can be taken as a “ground floor” for the SDGs. The 
global environmental goals and the MDGs can be used as a reference point 
to make sure that the new objectives are stronger and meet the expected 
level of ambition as set by countries in Rio+20. 

� SACEP is one of the foremost intergovernmental agencies committed to 
promoting environment and sustainable development in the region. UNEP 
has been supporting the Secretariat since its inception and have 
implemented many programme in collaboration with SACEP. UNEP has 
worked closely with SACEP Secretariat to deliver services to countries in 
South Asia, namely preparation of state of the environment reports, Male’ 
Declaration on trans-boundary air pollution, environment education, MEAs, 
etc. We are currently working with SACEP Secretariat on the Post 2015 
Development Agenda for South Asia. It intends to provide valuable inputs to 
the global process. 

� I strongly believe that the SACEP-UNEP cooperation is crucial in enhancing 
environmental sustainability in South Asia. I am hopeful that the 13th GC of 
SACEP will approve a programme of work with financial resources. UNEP 
remains committed to support the South Asian countries in achieving the 
sustainable development objectives through partnership. At the end, I would 
like to thank once again to Excellency Chair and the Secretariat for the 
invitation and looking forward to the successful deliberation. 
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DECLARATION 

by the Environment Ministers of the South Asia Region 
at the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of  

South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
 

We, the Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation of the eight 
countries in the South Asia region viz. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka met at Islamabad, Pakistan 
on 5th December 2013 at the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South 
Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
 

Recalling the Colombo Declaration of 25th February 1981, on initiation 
of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme which enabled the 
establishment of SACEP 

 
Underlining the importance of the Regional Co-operation as a tool to 

promote environmental protection and sustainable development in the 
region 

 
Reaffirming our commitment to SACEP and highlighting our common 

dedication to co-operate in achieving high standards of environmental 
protection in the region 

 
Taking into account the principles and the decisions that were agreed 

in previous meetings of the Governing Council  
 

Taking note of the rapid political, economic and social changes that 
have taken place in the region since the establishment of the SACEP in 1982 
we emphasis our view that these changes call for efforts to strengthen co-
operation within the region 

 
Recognizing that 
A) The region is endowed with rich base of natural resources where the 

livelihood of majority of the population directly and indirectly depend on 
B) The region’s single most burning issue is that a large number of people 

are living in poverty and the eradication of poverty is the paramount goal 
in the development agendas of governments of South Asia 

C) South Asia is one of the fastest-growing regions in the world and demand 
for food, energy, water and natural resources is continuing to grow 
rapidly by putting ever increasing pressure on the environment 

D) Climate change already has an impact on ecosystems and exacerbates 
pressures on the marine and coastal environment 
 
Concerned that environmental degradation and the unsustainable use of 

natural resources may have significant social and economic consequences. 
 
Reaffirmed our commitment to the implementation of; 
A) Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the provisions of 

Agenda 21 
B) Outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), in 

particular the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 
C) The Millennium Development Goals 
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D) Outcome of the Rio+20, United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, ‘The future we want’ 

E) Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets contained therein 

   
Agreeing to the recommendations and decisions of this 13th meeting of 

the Governing Council of SACEP 
 

SACEP member states to take prompt action to strengthen their efforts to 
implement recommendations and decisions taken at the 13th meeting of 
Governing Council 

 
Express our sincere appreciation to the people and the Government of 

Pakistan for the warm hospitality and excellent organization of the 13th 
meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP 
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SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME  

 
Report of the Preparatory Meeting of the National Focal Points/ 
Senior Government Officials  
For the Thirteenth Meeting of the Governing Council  
3 – 4 December 2013 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

 
 
1. 1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government 
Officials for the Thirteen Governing Council Meeting was held on 3 - 4 
December 2013 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
 
It was agreed that the Report of the Preparatory Meeting of National Focal 
Points/Senior Government Officials on the various Agenda items would 
form the basis of discussion for the Thirteenth Meeting of the Governing 
Council. 

 
 
1. 2 ATTENDANCE 
 

The Meeting was attended by representatives from the following Member 
Countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka.  Government of Nepal attended the Inaugural Session of 
the Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government 
Officials for the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP. 
 
It was also attended by a representative from United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP).  
List of Participants is at Annex 1.   
 

 
1. 3 INAUGURATION 
 

The welcome address was delivered by Mr. S. M. D. P. Anura Jayatilake, 
Director General, SACEP (Annex 2) 
 
Opening Remarks were delivered by Ms. E. A. S. Wijayanthi Edirisinghe, 
Chargé d'affaires, High Commission of Sri Lanka in Pakistan, the Out-
going Chairman of the Governing Council of SACEP. (Annex 3) 
 
Inaugural Address was delivered by Mr. Raja Hasan Abbas, Secretary 
Climate Change Division, Government of Pakistan. (Annex 4) 
 

2. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
  

In conformity with the Rules of Procedures of the Governing Council of 
SACEP, the following Office Bearers were elected.  
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Chairman Mr. Raja Hasan Abbas, Secretary, 
Climate Change Division, Government of 
Pakistan 

Vice Chairman - Mr. Karma Tshering, Bhutan 
Rapporteur  - Mr. M. Irfan Tariq, Pakistan 

 
 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND ORGANISATION OF WORK 
Mr. Karma Tshering, Bhutan proposed that Agenda Item No 4, to be 
discussed after Agenda Item No 6 and the title of the meeting to be revised 
as ‘Preparatory Meeting of the National Focal Points/Senior Government 
Officials for the Thirteenth Meeting of the Governing Council’. (Annex 5) 

The Agenda of the meeting was adopted with the proposed amendments. 
 
 
4.  EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF SACEP 

Non Paper - Challenges before the SACEP and ideas for its revitalisation.  
The agenda item was discussed after Agenda Item 6. (Annex 22) 

The Meeting recommended that the agenda item may be referred to the 
respective governments for their considered views/feedback to SACEP 
Secretariat. 
 

 
5.  INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SACEP 
SACEP will notify Government of Pakistan by 30th April 2014, at the end of 
the second year tenure of the present Director General, to nominate a 
suitable candidate for the position in accordance with the approved 
Criteria for the appointment of the Director General to assume duties by 
15th April 2015. (Annex 6) 

 
 
6. PROGRAMME MATTERS   

 
6.1 PRESENTATION OF PROJECT STATUS REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR 

GENERAL, SACEP   
The Director General presented the status of activities of SACEP under 
each Agenda Item. (Annex 7) 

The Meeting commended the implementation of activities by SACEP and 
urged the Secretariat to increase visibility of the organization and to focus 
on priority areas. 

 
6.1.1. Capacity Building on Indicators as part of National Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) Updating for South Asia and 
development of Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) 
SACEP to develop Regional CHM with the financial assistance of Bay of 
Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project (BoBLME) and other possible 
funding sources.  
(Annex 8) 
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6.1.2. Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) in South 
Asia  

The Meeting recommended SACEP to come up with concrete proposals 
through which the concept of Sustainable Consumption and Production 
can comfortably be dovetailed within the policy making mechanisms of 
member countries of SACEP. 
(Annex 9) 

  
6.1.3. Waste Management & International Partnership for Expanding Waste 

Management Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) 
SACEP to continue dialogue with United Nations Centre for Regional 
Development (UNCRD) and other agencies, to seek the possibilities of 
having International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management 
Services of Local Authorities ( IPLA ) forums and activities in South Asia.  

SACEP Secretariat requested the member countries to encourage local 
authorities to become awardees of the IPLA by implementing the Zero 
Waste Policy at Local Authority levels. 
(Annex 10) 

 
6.1.4. Environmental Data and Information Management System for South 

Asia 
SACEP Secretariat to implement the project as soon as the funds are 
available as per the approved proposal on establishment of Environmental 
Data and Information Management System for South Asia.  

(Annex 11) 

 
6.1.5. Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its 

Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia 
The Meeting commended SACEP Secretariat for successful implementation 
of the Malé Declaration Phase 1 to IV in collaboration with UNEP. 
 
The National Focal Points were requested to provide relevant data and 
information to SACEP Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive proposal to 
obtain funds for the next phase of the Malé Declaration.   
(Annex 12) 

 
6.1.6. South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

The Meeting recommended the removal of the Agenda Item from the Work 
Programme of SACEP related to SAWEN. 
(Annex 13) 

 
6.1.7. Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for South Asia 

The Meeting agreed with the proposal made by SACEP for removal of the 
Agenda Item on Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
South Asia from its Work Programme. 
(Annex 14) 
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6.1.8.   Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 
The 8th Meeting of the Regional EST Forum will be held in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka in October 2014 and SACEP to support Government of Sri Lanka 
in organizing the event avoiding financial implications. 
(Annex 15) 
 

6.1.9.   Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014) 
 
The Better Air Quality 2014 (BAQ 2014) Conference would also be held 
back to back with the 8th Regional EST Forum.  

It was requested that the National Focal Points to communicate to 
SACEP Secretariat, the country experiences and best practices in this 
regard to be presented during the conference. 
(Annex 16)  
 

6.1.10  Preparation of South Asia position paper to reflect the post Rio +20 
challenges related to environment sustainability (e.g. green 
economy, energy, water and sanitation etc.).   
National Focal Points to send the feedback on the Second Draft Report to 
SACEP Secretariat and the activity to be carried forward. 
(Annex 17) 

 
6.1.11 South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and associated impacts 

focusing on Health Sector 
 

The Meeting recommended the removal of the Agenda Item from its Work 
Programme of SACEP. (Annex 18) 

 
6.1.12  Proposal for SACEP to be a Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Project Agency 
The meeting recommended SACEP to send a reminder to the GEF 
Secretariat, regarding the application for SACEP to be accredited as a 
GEF Project Agency which was submitted on 18th June 2012 for 
consideration, at the beginning of GEF-6 which will commence in July 
2014.   
 
The above communication to be intimated to the National Focal Points 
for further support. 
 
Also to strengthen the proposal of SACEP, the member countries were 
requested to extend support at the next GEF Constituency Meeting. 
 
Regional proposals on environmental issues to be formulated by SACEP 
to be submitted for consideration in the GEF-6 Cycle. 
(Annex 19) 

 
6.1.13 Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-use of 

Internationally Important Wetlands in South Asia 
The Meeting considered the proposal made by SACEP Secretariat and 
consented that the Secretariat may sign an MOU with Ramsar 
Convention for capacity building. 
(Annex 20) 
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6.1.14   South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 
The activities will be reported at the 5th Inter-governmental Meeting of 
the Ministers of the South Asian Seas Programme which will be held on 
4 – 5 December 2013. 

 
 
6.2.    WORK PROGRAMME (2014-2015) – Annex 21 

The Meeting decided to continue the on-going activities of SACEP and 
approved the Work Programme proposed for 2014 – 2015 with the 
removal of the following Items: 

a) 6.1.6. South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 
b) 6.1.7. Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for 

South Asia 
c) 6.1.11. South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 

associated impacts focusing on Health Sector 
 
 
7. FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

7.1 COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS  
SACEP Secretariat thanked the member states for clearing 
the Arrears of the Country Contribution to a commendable 
rate. Further it was informed by the SACEP Secretariat that it 
is important to clear the balance arrears of the country 
contributions for smooth and effective functioning of the 
secretariat. (Annex 23) 

 
7.2 EXTERNAL FUNDING  

Annex 24 
 

7.3 DRAFT SECRETARIAT BUDGET (2014-2015) 
SACEP Secretariat requested a 10% increase in the Annual 
Country Contribution for SACEP from January year 2014 as 
the present agreed country contribution of SACEP was 
recommended at the 7th  Meeting of the Governing Council of 
SACEP held on 22nd April 1998 in Malé, Republic of Maldives. 
(Annex 25)   
 
The member countries agreed to the proposal subject to the 
concurrence of the relevant national authorities of each 
member country. (Annex 26) 

 
Until such concurrence is obtained, the Draft budget for year 
2014-2015, proposed with the present agreed annual 
contributions to be recommended to the 13GC-SACEP for 
approval. (Annex 27) 

 
7.4 PRESENTATION OF AUDITED REPORT OF ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR 2009 / 2010 
  

The meeting recommended to the 13th GC-SACEP, the 
Audited Report of Accounts for the year 2009 and 2010 for 
approval. 
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The Meeting reinforced the decision of the 9 GC-SACEP on 
the appointment of the external auditors to be changed every 
three years with the provision of the same auditors being 
eligible for appointment after a gap of three years. (Annex 28) 
 
SACEP Secretariat is to share the Audit Report with member 
countries annually. 
 
 

‘8.      CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT MINISTERIAL STATEMENT/ 
RESOLUTION/ DECLARATION 

 
The meeting agreed with the text of the Draft Ministerial Declaration to be 
placed at the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP. (Annex 29) 
 
It was also agreed to include ‘text of appreciation’ in the Declaration to the 
host government in future events as an adopted practice. 

 
‘Express our sincere appreciation to the people and the Government 
of ………………………………… for the warm hospitality and excellent 
organization of the ……………meeting of the Governing Council of 
SACEP’ 
 
 

9.       CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE 
13TH GOVERNING COUNCIL 
The Draft Agenda to be taken into consideration for adoption at the 
Thirteenth Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP. 

 
  
10.      VENUE AND DATE FOR THE 14TH GOVERNING COUNCIL 

The Meeting unanimously welcomed the announcement from the 
Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to host the 14th Meeting of 
the Governing Council. The dates will be intimated by Government of 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the SACEP Secretariat. 

 
 
11.      ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on Adaptation and 
Resilience to Climate Change.  (Annex 30) 
The Meeting recommended the activity to be included into the Work 
Programme of SACEP. 

The Meeting recommended the activities on capacity to be carried out. 
 

b) Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan informed the meeting of 
their willingness to participate at the South Asia Seas Meetings, being a 
land locked country. 
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Annex 1
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO

AFGHANISTAN
H. R. H. Prince Mostapha Zaher Eng. Ezatullah Sediqi
Director General Chief of Staff 
National Environmental Protection Agency National Environmental Protection Agency 
Member of the Council of Ministers Second Parwan Square
Adviser to the President on Environment Kabul
Second Parwan Square Afghanistan
Kabul Mobile: +93 752 043 173
Afghanistan Mobile: +93 799 622 517

Tel: +93 752 017 633 e-mail: eng.ezatsediqi@gmail.com
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Inaugural Session of  

Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials for  
 

 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 

and 
5th Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers of 

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP)  
 

Islamabad, Pakistan 
3rd December 2013 

 
 

Welcome Address by 
Mr. S. M. D. P. Anura Jayatilake 

Director General of SACEP 
 

Distinguished Delegates from All the Member Countries of SACEP 
Honoured Delegates from UN and other International Agencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

As the Director General of SACEP it is a great privilege and honour to welcome you 
on behalf of SACEP for the Preparatory Meeting of the National Focal Points for the 
13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP and the 5th Inter-governmental 
Meetings of Ministers of the South Asian Seas Programme. 

At the very outset, let me thank Government and people of Pakistan for hosting this 
Governing Council Meeting in the lovely and hospitable city of Islamabad. This is 
the second time that government of Pakistan is hosting SACEP Governing Council. 
In September 1994, the 6th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP was held in the 
same city where we are now being gathered after 19 years to witness the 13th 
Governing Council. 

Distinguished delegates, 

Since 1994 to date this city has gone through a lot of transformation. You will 
witness the changes in terms of development taken place during the past years. 
These developments didn’t come through an easy way. To achieve this, the 
government and people of Pakistan would have gone through many obstacles and 
made sacrifices as well. Similarly, during the last 31 years since its inception in 
1982, SACEP has also gone through a transformation. You may witness the vast 
difference of SACEP when it was in 80s and 90s and in present days. During last 
31 years SACEP has gone through many draw backs and the strong commitment 
and the co-operative spirit shown by its members made it easy for the Secretariat 
to overcome the obstacles. 

The major task held upon the last Governing Council was the appointment of the 
Director General. Now it has been fulfilled and we are heading in the right direction 
in terms of implementing of the work programme. 
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Distinguished delegates, 

As the Director General, I need your fullest support and guidance to take SACEP as 
from present days to a step forward during my next one and half years of time in 
office. Regional co-operation is vital when it comes to tackle environmental issues 
in trans-boundary nature. Two weeks before, we have witnessed the collective 
commitment at global level when world leaders came to an agreement at the CoP19 
of the UNFCCC. I am confident that the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
SACEP will also be a successful one. 

I thank each and every one of you for being present here in spite of your busy 
schedules and other pressing commitments. 
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Inaugural Session of  
Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials for 

  
13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 

South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
and 

5th Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers of 
South Asian Seas Programme (SASP)  

 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
3rd December 2013 

 

Opening Remarks by 
Ms. E. A. S. Wijayanthi Edirisinghe  

Chargé d'affaires, High Commission of Sri Lanka in Pakistan  
 
 

Good Morning. 

As the outgoing Chair of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme ,i.e., 
SACEP), we are grateful to the Government and People of Pakistan  for hosting the 
13th Governing Council Meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan.  

Excellency’s, Distinguished Delegates  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

SACEP being an inter-governmental organization has almost 30 years of history in 
respect of regional co-operation toward the environmental issues. It has a 
commendable record of achievements. From the date of SACEP being established in 
1981 in Colombo, we, the members of SACEP have been able to carry out many 
programmes for the protection and management of the environment of the South 
Asian region. However, during the past decade SACEP has been going through a 
turbulent periods and hence, as the Governing Council we had to take strategic 
decisions for the betterment of SACEP. 

In November 2010, during the 12th Meeting of the Governing Council held in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka took over the chairmanship of SACEP and we can proudly say 
that we have been able to streamline the activities of SACEP and its programme of 
work and I think it is a matter of carrying forward the initiatives taken. I will list 
out some of the highlights, a few landmarks or milestones we have achieved. 

1. Appointment of a Director General on rotation basis.  

As a decision of the 12th Governing Council of SACEP, we were able to appoint the 
new Director General on rotation basis and Sri Lanka was able to appoint one of its 
nominees to the post of Director General in April 2012.  It is noted that one of the 
key recommendations of the SACEP Review in 2003 was the appointment of the 
Director General on merit basis. However, implementation of this decision created 
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problems within the system and there was a period of 3 years (2009-2011) where 
no DG was there to head the Secretariat and thereby implementation of the work 
programme was hampered to a certain extent. 

2. South Asia Regional Oil and Chemical Spill Contingency Plan and Disaster 
Response. 

This Regional Plan was prepared in 2000, however the MOU to implement the 
Action Plan was agreed and signed by only three South Asian Seas Countries 
namely Bangladesh, Pakistan and Maldives. I am happy to announce here that 
Government of Sri Lanka has also agreed to sign the MOU as per the Cabinet 
decision in November this year. I hope that the Government of India also will follow 
us and sign the MOU so that SACEP will be able to implement the actions identified 
within the next few years. 

3. SACEP Host Facility, New Secretariat building for SACEP and Official 
Residence of the Director General 

In 2012, The Government of Sri Lanka increased its SACEP host facility 
contribution from Sri Lanka Rs 5.0 million to Rs 8.0 million. This is given by the 
host Government to cover local staff salaries, rental and other related costs. 

It is also noted that the present SACEP Secretariat and the Director General’s 
residence are located in rented buildings. In view of the above and after 
representation made, Government has decided to provide a suitable land to 
construct SACEP Secretariat and the Director General’s Residence.  Government 
has also allocated an initial sum of Sri Lankan Rs 50.0 million for this purpose. 
Once the locations are finalized we will be able to start construction. I request the 
support of all the SACEP member countries to contribute to this process. 

4. SACEP Annual Work Programme 

I am happy to state here that annual work programme of SACEP has completed 
even with the limited capacity and resources. I am also happy to state that SACEP 
has initiated new programmes on Clearing House Mechanism on biodiversity, 
National Action Plan updating, Environmental Data and Information Management, 
Marine Biodiversity Strategy Development and Nutrient and Pollution loading in 
our marine and coastal eco systems etc.  

At this stage, we must accept that the tasks before us are quite challenging and we 
need to make concerted efforts on a regional basis for a harmonious and coherent 
environmental management. I wish to re-iterate Sri Lanka’s commitment to 
strengthen SACEP as a good example of South-South Cooperation. 

Once again on behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka, I would like extend our 
sincere thanks to Government and the People of Pakistan for providing excellent 
hosting facilities for our stay in you beautiful country, Pakistan. 

 

Thank you. 
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Inaugural Session of  

Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials for  
 

13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 

And 
5th Inter-governmental Meeting of Ministers 

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP)  
 

Islamabad, Pakistan 
3rd December 2013 

 
Inaugural Address by 

Mr. Raja Hassan Abbas, Additional Secretary In-charge  
Climate Change Division 
Government of Pakistan 

 

 
Honourbable Heads of Delegations, 
UN Representatives, Senior Officials representing the South Asian Countries, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies & Gentlemen 
 

1. I welcome you all on behalf of Government of Pakistan in this opening 
ceremony of the preparatory meeting of the officials for the 13th Meeting of 
the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 
& the 5th Intergovernmental Meeting of Ministers of South Asia Seas 
Programme. 

2. Established in 1982, South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 
(SACEP) is an inter-governmental organizstion. The forum seeks to promote 
and support the conservation and management of the natural and human 
environment in the South Asia region with view to achieve sustainable 
development. 

3. The Almighty has blessed South Asia with the highest mountain peaks, the 
most fertile plains and a unique ecosystem unparalleled in the world. We 
also share the Himalayas, the Indus and the Monsoon. This endownment is 
a gift, but it comes with great responsibility. As citizens of our respective 
nations and as collective citizens of South Asia, we are the guardians of 
these resources. 

4. Since the establishment of SACEP, the member states have continuously 
worked towards implementation of the SACEP Strategy and Programme 
which covers the key areas such as capacity building and awareness raising, 
systematic information exchange, technology transfer, environmental 
management training, institutional development, regional cooperation in the 
management of mountain ecosystems, watersheds, and coastal resources, 
wildlife and habitat conservation. We recognize the importance of SACEP 
and expect it to be more strengthened and robust platform for projection of 
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synergized efforts for environmental management and knowledge sharing in 
the region. 

5. The upcoming three days will be important for streamlining the regional 
efforts to achieve the objective of sustainable and environmental friendly 
development in the region through SACEP platform. It will also be significant 
for the development of an action plan along with outlining the strategy for a 
regionally coordinated programme called South Asia Seas Programme which 
is aimed at the protection of the common bodies of water based on the 
region’s environmental challenges as well as its socioeconomic and political 
situation. The South Asian Seas Programme is a co-operative partnership, 
formally adopted in 1995 for the protection and management of the shared 
marine waters and associated coastal ecosystems of five maritime SACEP 
countries – Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

6. Climate Changes, industrialization, population pressures and a tremendous 
increase in vehicular traffic have posed serious threats to the environment in 
the region. In the present century, there is an imperative need to look at our 
past to set our sustainable priorities for the future. It is high time for us to 
enhance our efforts for protection of the environment. We need to set 
realistic goals and then strive to achieve them in a sustainable and cogent 
manner. There is a need to integrate sustainable development and 
environmental conservation into our national economic policies. Pakistan 
has covered a number of milestones already, from preparation of the 
National Environment Policy in 2005 to the formulation of National Climate 
Change Policy in 2012. The Government of Pakistan acknowledges the 
significance of environmental conservation as an important ingredient of 
economic development and is keen to work towards the cause by joining 
hand with the regional partners. 

7. I hope that the next three days of the conference prove to be a milestone in 
the history of the region for providing guidelines to achieve the target of 
sustainable development and a healthy environment for the generations to 
come. 

8. I would like to thank you all for participating in this event and wish you very 
productive and useful three days ahead. 

9. Have a pleasant stay in Islamabad. 

 

Thank you. 
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Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials for
13th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP

Islamabad, Pakistan
3 - 4 December 2013

TIME

9.00 – 9.30 1 Opening of the Meeting

09.30 – 10.00

2 Election of Office Bearers

3 Adoption of Agenda and Organisation of Work

4 Effective Functioning of SACEP

5 Institutional Matters

12.00 –01.30

1.30 – 3.00 6 Programme Matters

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

6.1.6

Capacity Building on Indicators as part of National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 
Updating for South Asia and development of CHMs

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia

Environmental Data and Information Management 
System for South Asia

LUNCH

Waste Management & IPLA

10.00 - 12.00

South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

AGENDA 

AGENDA ITEM

Presentation of Project Status Report by the Director 
General, SACEP

Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(SCP) in South Asia

TEA BREAK 
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6.1.7

6.1.8

6.1.9

6.1.10

6.1.11

6.1.12

6.1.13

6.1.14

3.00 – 3.30

3.30 – 4.00 6.2 Work Programme (2013 - 2015)

4.00 – 4.45 7 Financial Matters

7.1 Review of Country Contributions

7.2 External Funding 

7.3 DRAFT Secretariat Budget (2014 and 2015)
7.4

4.45 – 5.00 8

5.00 - 5.15 9

5.15 – 5.30 10

5.30 – 5.45 11 Any Other Business

Consideration of the Draft Provisional Agenda for the 13th  
Governing Council

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 

Presentation of Audited Report of Accounts for the 
year 2009 & 2010

Consideration of the Draft Ministerial Statement/ 
Resolution/ Declaration

Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency

Venue and Date for the Special session of the Governing 
Council and the14th Governing Council 

TEA BREAK 

Page 2 of 3

Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-
use of Internationally Important Wetlands in South 
Asia 

South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector

Partnership with GWP on Adaptation and Resilience to 
Climate Change

AGENDA ITEM

Preparation of South Asia position paper to reflect 
the post Rio +20 challenges related to environment 
sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, water and 
sanitation etc.).  

Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014)

Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for South Asia

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 
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5.45 - 6.00 12 Adoption of Report

6.00 13 Closure of Meeting
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Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials for  
13th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP

Islamabad, Pakistan
3 - 4 December 2013
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9.00 – 9.30 1 Opening of the Meeting
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5 Institutional Matters

12.00 –01.30

1.30 – 3.00 6 Programme Matters

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

6.1.6

Waste Management & IPLA

Capacity Building on Indicators as part of National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 
Updating for South Asia and development of CHMs

Environmental Data and Information Management 
System for South Asia

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia

South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
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Presentation of Project Status Report by the Director 
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TEA BREAK 

Partnership with GWP on Adaptation and Resilience to 
Climate Change

AGENDA ITEM

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 

Presentation of Audited Report of Accounts for the 
year 2009 & 2010

Consideration of the Draft Ministerial Statement/ 
Resolution/ Declaration

Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency

Venue and Date for the Special session of the Governing 
Council and the14th Governing Council 

Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-
use of Internationally Important Wetlands in South 
Asia 

South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector

Consideration of the Draft Provisional Agenda for the 13th  
Governing Council

Preparation of South Asia position paper to reflect 
the post Rio +20 challenges related to environment 
sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, water and 
sanitation etc.).  

Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014)

Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for South Asia

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 
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Page 3 of 3

TIME

5.45 - 6.00 12 Adoption of Report

6.00 13 Closure of Meeting

AGENDA ITEM

89



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

90



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO

Preparatory Meeting of National Focal Points/Senior Government Officials for
13th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP

Islamabad, Pakistan
3 - 4 December 2013

TIME

9.00 – 9.30 1

9.30 – 10.00

2

3

4

5 INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

Page 1 of 16

ADOPTION   OF   AGENDA   AND   ORGANISATION   OF   
 WORK

The Meeting will consider the Provisional Agenda for 
adoption. Any matter regarding the Organisation of 
Work and the Sessions may also be considered. 

OPENING OF THE MEETING

It is expected that a Senior Dignitary from the 
Government of Pakistan will inaugurate the Meeting.

10.00 - 12.00

Under this agenda Item, the meeting will make a review of 
the implementation of earlier decisions, quality and 
effectiveness of SACEP programmes / activities and the 
imperative for reorientation of focus and transformation of 
SACEP.  The non-paper revised by the Consultative 
Committee will be used as the background document.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will consider and 
submit its recommendations to the Governing Council  
regarding the Institutional Matters

EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF SACEP

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

ANNOTATED AGENDA 

AGENDA ITEM

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the 
Governing Council of SACEP, a new Chairman will be 
elected in a manner consistent with the Articles of 
Association of SACEP. One or more Vice Chairman, a 
Rapporteur and other officials may also be appointed by 
the Meeting. The Director General shall function as the 
Secretary of the Governing Council during its sessions. 

TEA BREAK 
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TIME

12.00 – 1.30

1.30 – 3.00 6 PROGRAMME MATTERS

6.1

6.1.1

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 2 of 16

As of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 -2020 
adopted at the tenth meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP-10) of Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) held in Nagoya, Japan on 18 - 29 
October 2010, Parties have been requested to 
update their National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plans (NBSAP) with the new Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets and strategies. 

Implementation of Biodiversity related 
activities :

To support our member countries in this process, 
SACEP in collaboration with United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and World 
Conservation Monitoring Center (WCMC) 
successfully organized a capacity building 
workshop on “Indicators as part of NBSAP 
updating for South Asian countries”  from 16 to 19 
July 2012 in Colombo, Sri Lanka where two 
representatives of each SACEP member country 
participated. 

AGENDA ITEM

Capacity Building on Indicators as part of 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP) Updating for South Asia and 
development of Clearing House Mechanisms 
(CHM)

LUNCH

(Collaborators - UNEP /WCMC / SACEP; Funds received 
US $ 37,711.99; Total spent US $ 37,711.99 + SACEP in 

kind contribution)

Director General will present the project implementation 
status report under each of the projects listed below:  

Annex 5
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TIME
Contd………

It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat :
a)

b)

The National Focal Points are requested:
a)

b)

6.1.2

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 3 of 16

Workshop recommendations / output: Capacity 
of the relevant NBSAP Focal Points developed.

SACEP has developed its capacity in the areas of 
Indicators Development in Updating NBSAP and 
creating CHMs. These technical expertise are 
available for its member countries.

3. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP Item -      
     6.1.01.B'

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 
73,254.48; Total spent US $ 73,254.48) 

to assist the member countries in updating 
NBSAP with necessary technical support for 
the development of indicators in the process 
of NBSAP updating.

AGENDA ITEM

Related Document 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.01.A'

To make use of the opportunity and utilize a 
part of the GEF funds available for NBSAP 
updating, to create their own National CHMs

1. Agenda Item 6.1.1 - Inf. Paper on Implementation of           
      Biodiversity related activities 

Promoting Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (SCP) in South Asia

To contribute a small amount of funds from 
the secured fund for NBSAP updating 
towards creating of Regional CHM which will 
be used as co-funding, as BoBLME will 
provide apart of the funding needed.

to prepare  a Regional Biodiversity Strategy 
and Action Plan for South Asia, taking 
consideration into the recommendations of 
NBSAPs of the member countries.
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TIME
contd…….

It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat to:
a)

b)

6.1.3

Page 4 of 16

Workshop recommendations / output: Officials 
of member countries were trained as trainers.

develop a regional strategy on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production.

develop a regional forum where all member 
countries can share their experiences and 
strengths in this area. 

IPLA is a dynamic knowledge platform as well as a 
decentralized network established by United 
Nations Center for Regional Development (UNCRD) 
to address the needs of Local Authorities in 
achieving sustainable waste management. The 
objective of IPLA is to enable Local Authorities (LAs) 
to expand their waste management services by 
accelerating the uptake of waste-related 
infrastructure and services at various stages of 
waste management through promotion and 
facilitation of meaningful collaboration with a wide 
range of partners such as governments, business 
and financial sector, and civil society.

Since 2005, successive Governing Councils of 
SACEP recommended Waste Management as one of 
the four broader thematic areas of concerned when 
preparing its work plan. In the context of waste 
management, concepts of Sustainable 
Consumption and Production (SCP) can play a 
major role.

SACEP in collaboration with UNEP organized a 
SWITCH-Asia Policy Support Component (PSC) 
Sustainable Consumption and Production Training 
of Trainers workshop, Negombo, Sri Lanka from 30 
October - 1 November 2012. 

Related Document 

AGENDA ITEM

Waste Management & International Partnership 
for expanding management services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA)

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.02'

1. Agenda Item 6.1.2 - Inf. Paper on Promoting Sustainable    
    Consumption and Production (SCP) in South Asia

Annex 5
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TIME

contd………

6.1.4

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 5 of 16

Related Document 

It is informed that the activity is under 
discussion and yet to be finalized.

AGENDA ITEM

As per the request made by International 
Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) Division 
of Technology, Industry & Economics of UNEP, 
SACEP is currently in the process of organizing a 
sub-regional meetings in South Asia, to create 
awareness and disseminate the results of 
'converting waste agricultural biomass into energy'. 

As per the request of UNEP, SACEP has submitted 
a revised budget amounting to US $ 1 million, in 
January 2013.

The proposal on Establishment of Environmental 
Data and Information Management System for 
South Asia was approved by the 11th GC of SACEP. 

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 44,000.00; 
Total spent US $ 44,000.00 + SACEP in kind contribution)

Agenda Item 6.1.3 - Inf. Paper on Waste Management & 
International Partnership for expanding management 
services of Local Authorities (IPLA)

SACEP in collaboration with United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) organized a two 
day Inception and Training Workshop on 
Establishment of Environmental Data and 
Information Management System for South Asia in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka from 9 - 10 February 2012.

As of the recommendation of above workshop, a 
need assessment was undertaken and 1st draft was 
circulated among member countries for their 
comments. 

Environmental Data and Information 
Management System for South Asia
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TIME

contd………

6.1.5

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 6 of 16

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of 
Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary 
Effects for South Asia

The National Focal Points are requested to 
come prepared with actions taken and the 
progress

The next Phase to be implemented is Phase V 
(2014- 2016). It aims to promote policy measures 
to control emissions of Air pollution including short 
–lived climate forces  in South Asia and to ensure 
the sustainability and ownership of the Malé 

 declaration in the region. 

In April 1998, at the GC7-SACEP, the Environment 
Ministers of the region adopted the Malé 
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia.  The implementation of the Malé 
Declaration was envisaged to be in phases. 

AGENDA ITEM

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 
13,832.50; Balance to be received US $ 15,000.00)

It is requested that the SACEP Secretariat to 
implement the project as soon as possible 
and UNEP to expedite the process of 
providing the funds

Annex 5

Related Document 

1. Agenda Item 6.1.4 - Inf. Paper on Environmental Data        
      and Information Management System for South Asia

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.04 - Workshop Report'

3. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.04 - Draft Need Assessment Report'
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TIME
contd………

6.1.6

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 7 of 16

At GC 11-SACEP, through the “JAIPUR 
DECLARATION” has been agreed to establish 
South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN). 
Though the SAWEN was supposed to be 
established under SACEP, later on it was 
established as an independent entity and is based 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

(Collaborators - TRAFFIC International / SACEP; Funds 
received US $  55,799.11; Total spent US $ 55,799.11 + 

SACEP in kind contribution)

On the invitation of government of Sri Lanka, 
SACEP agreed to co-organize the 1st meeting of 
SAWEN in collaboration with government of Sri 
Lanka and TRAFFIC International which was held 
from 3 - 6 June 2012 in Negombo, Sri Lanka. 

The Thirteenth Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) of 
the Malé Declaration was held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh in 20 May 2013 and at the meeting the 
Draft Plan for Phase V and the Work Programme 
was presented  for further review, guidance and 
approval.  At the meeting it was identified that 
contribution of the participating countries is 
crucial for the successful implementation of phase 
V.

National Focal Points to provide relevant 
data and information to SACEP Secretariat 
to prepare a comprehensive proposal to 
obtain funds to strengthen regional centres.

South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network 
(SAWEN) 

The major point discussed at the meeting was the 
mechanism of channeling funds to the SAWEN 
from the possible World Bank project. In that 
context, SACEP has been suggested as the vehicle 
for channeling funds.

AGENDA ITEM

Agenda Item 6.1.5 - Inf. Paper on Malé Declaration on 
Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely 
Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia
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TIME
contd……….

6.1.7

Related Document 
1. Agenda Item 6.1.6 - Inf. Paper on South Asia Wildlife         
     Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.06 - Draft Workshop Report'

As directed by the ninth meeting of the Conference 
of Parties (CoP IX) of the Basel Convention held in 
June 2008 SACEP submitted an updated proposal 
for establishment of a Regional Centre for South 
Asia, to be located in SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. The updated proposal was taken into 
discussion at the 7th Open Ended Working Group 
(OEWG) meeting held from 10 – 14 May 2010.

If the World Bank proposal is accepted, 
SACEP Secretariat requested to facilitate as 
suggested.

As several attempts to contact either Basel 
Convention Regional Center (BCRC) Tehran or 
Basel Convention Focal Point of Iran failed, on the 
advice of 119 CC-SACEP, SACEP made 
negotiations through the Embassy of Iran in Sri 
Lanka which was not a success. 

Finally SACEP delegation met the Iranian 
delegation at the Ordinary and simultaneous 
extraordinary meetings of the Conferences of the 
Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions which was held from 28 April - 10 
May 2013 in Geneva, Switzerland where Iranian 
delegation said that they are not willing to discuss 
the matter.

AGENDA ITEM

Establishment of Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for South Asia

The issue regarding the overlap with the Iranian 
Centre was raised and as there was no Iranian 
delegation, the permanent Representative of Iran to 
the United Nations (UN) suggested both parties to 
have more deliberations in this regard. 

Annex 5
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TIME
contd……..

6.1.8

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Page 9 of 16

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 

6. Annex 5 of Inf. Paper

7. Annex 6 of Inf. Paper

AGENDA ITEM

3. Annex 2 of Inf. Paper

(Collaborators - UNCRD /SACEP; Funds allocated US $ 
36,479.00 - Funds Physically not received Remitted 

Direct to Workshop Host - India)

2. Annex 1 of Inf. Paper

1. Agenda Item 6.1.7 - Inf. Paper on Establishment of Basel    
     Convention Regional Centre for South Asia

The 7th Regional Environmentally Sustainable 
Transport (EST) Forum in Asia, was held in  Bali, 
Indonesia in May 2013. The participants of the 
Forum adopted the "Bali Declaration on Vision 
Three Zeros - Zero Congestion, Zero Pollution, and 
Zero Accidents towards Next Generation Transport 
Systems in Asia” 

8. Annex 7 of Inf. Paper

4. Annex 3 of Inf. Paper

5. Annex 4 of Inf. Paper

Considering the above developments it is 
suggested that the continuation of the 
Agenda Item on Establishment of Basel 
Convention Regional Centre for South Asia in 
SACEP work programme is no longer 
necessary and to be removed from this 
meeting onwards.

An MoU was signed between SACEP and the United 
Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) 
in March 2008 to promote Environmentally 
Sustainable Transport in South Asia. As a result, 
now, all SACEP member countries are actively 
participating at this platform.

Related Document 
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6.1.9

6.1.10

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

AGENDA ITEM

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 
35,000.00; Balance to be received US $ 15,000.00)

At the 7th Regional EST Forum held in Bali, 
Indonesia, in April 2013, Clean Air Asia announced 
that the Better Air Quality 2014 (BAQ 2014) 
Conference would also be held back to back with 
the 8th Regional EST Forum. SACEP will be 
presenting the work initiated on Air Quality by its 
member countries during BAQ 2014.

Related Document 

The Better Air Quality (BAQ) conference is a leading 
event on air quality in Asia, covering transport, 
energy, industry and climate change, with a 
particular emphasis on government policies and 
measures.  It has become a major regional event 
through the efforts of the Clean Air Initiative for 
Asian Cities Center (CAI-Asia) and its partners. The 
BAQ 2012 was held in December 2012 in Hong 
Kong.    

Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014)

Agenda Item 6.1.9 - Inf. Paper on Better Air Quality 
Conference (BAQ 2014)

Preparation of South Asia position paper to 
reflect the post Rio +20 challenges related to 
environment sustainability (e.g. green 
economy, energy, water and sanitation etc.).  

National Focal Points to communicate with 
SACEP Secretariat regarding presentation of 
country experiences and best practices 
during the conference

Agenda Item 6.1.8 - Inf. Paper on Environmentally 
Sustainable Transport (EST)

Related Document 

Annex 5

Page 10 of 16

Government of Sri Lanka officially announced to 
host the Eight Regional EST Forum in Asia 2014 in 
Sri Lanka and SACEP would  support  the 
Government of Sri Lanka in organizing the event 
next year.
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TIME

contd………..

6.1.11

1. Agenda Item 6.1.10 - Inf. Paper on Preparation of South 
Asia position paper to reflect the post Rio +20 challenges 
related to environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, 
energy, water and sanitation etc.). 

In October 2013, a new international Convention, 
Minamata Convention on Mercury will be adopted 
and open for signature. This Convention will 
address the issues of mercury usage in various 
sectors and work towards phasing it out. 

National Focal Points to send the feed back 
on the Second Draft Report to SACEP 
Secretariat.

Page 11 of 16

South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector

The position paper aimed in supporting the 
incorporation of Rio+20 related environment and 
climate change issues in South Asia sub-region 
post-2015 development agenda consultation 
processes. A draft was circulated among member 
countries and finalization workshop was held back 
to back with the South Asian Environment Outlook 
– 2013 Consultation in Kathmandu, Nepal on 30th  
May 2013 

Related Document 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item      
     6.1.10 - Second Draft Report' 

The South Asia position paper was prepared to 
reflect the post Rio +20 challenges related to 
environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, 
energy, water and sanitation etc.). 

AGENDA ITEM

The view of the Consultative Committee of SACEP 
was to  keep the activity on hold after completing 
the position papers.
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TIME
contd……..

6.1.12

SACEP Secretariat to develop a regional 
project for assisting the member countries

SACEP is in the process of collecting baseline data 
on mercury usage in Health Sector in South Asian 
countries to develop a regional project for assisting 
its member countries.

Agenda Item 6.1.11 - Inf. Paper on South Asian Regional 
Strategy on Mercury and associated impacts focusing on 
Health Sector

National Focal Points to provide baseline 
data on mercury usage in Health Sector.

Page 12 of 16

As an outcome of the meeting, SACEP forwarded 
the application to GEF Secretariat and the 
Chairperson of the GEF responded that 11 
applicant agencies are being reviewed by the GEF 
Accreditation Panel of GEF-5 and if GEF 
Secretariat decides in broadening the GEF 
partnership, the Council will consider SACEP's 
accreditation again at the beginning of GEF-6.

Mercury is widely used in health sector all over the 
world and the situation is similar in South Asia as 
well. Lack of proper disposal methods is hampering 
the individual country's effort to phasing out the 
mercury contaminated equipment. With the 
adopting of new Convention, Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) is proposed as the financial 
mechanism for developing countries to undertake 
mercury related activities. 

Related Document 

AGENDA ITEM

Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency

SACEP was proposed to be accredited as a Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) Project Agency at the 
South Asia GEF constituency meeting held on 15 -
16 May 2012 in Malé, Maldives and also agreed to 
provide allocation from STAR (GEF Cycle 5) for a 
GEF Project, by Government of Sri Lanka. 

Annex 5

102



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO

TIME
contd…….

6.1.13

6.1.14

Page 13 of 16

The South Asian Seas Programme is one of the 18 
such programmes and it was established with the 
adoption of the South Asian Seas Action Plan in 
March 1995.

Related Document 

National Focal Points to canvas relevant 
authorities (i.e. GEF Council Member, 
Alternate Member South Asia and GEF CEO 
etc) in support of SACEP's application. 

Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and 
Wise-use of Internationally Important Wetlands 
in South Asia 

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 

1. Agenda Item 6.1.12 - Inf. Paper on Proposal for SACEP 
to be a GEF Project Agency 

AGENDA ITEM

2. Annex to the Inf. Paper on Proposal for SACEP to be a 
GEF Project Agency 

Related Document 
1. Agenda Item 6.1.13 - Inf. Paper on Regional Cooperation 
for the Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally 
Important Wetlands in South Asia 
2. Annex to the Inf. Paper on Regional Cooperation for the 
Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally Important 
Wetlands in South Asia 

Draft document on regional co-operation on 
wetlands is placed for consideration at the 
13 th  Meeting of the SACEP Governing Council.

Draft document on regional co-operation was 
prepared in collaboration with Ramsar Secretariat 
and circulated amongst the SACEP member 
countries.  The paper was presented and discussed 
at the Ramsar Convention Pre–CoP Asia meeting 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 14 – 18 November 
2011.

It is now being updated with new information 
received and is tabled for endorsement of the 
SACEP member states.   Ramsar Secretariat is very 
much interested in signing an MoU with SACEP for 
enhancing cooperation amongst the South Asian 
countries for wise use of the regions wetlands.
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3.00 – 3.30

3.30 – 4.00 6.2

4.00 – 4.45 7

4.45 – 5.00 8

5.00 – 5.15
9

Page 14 of 16

Detailed activities of the SASP will be 
presented to the Fifth Inter-governmental 
Meeting of Ministers of SASP which will be 
held right after this meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL 
AGENDA FOR THE 13TH GOVERNING COUNCIL

Under this agenda item, the meeting will consider the 
review of the Country Contributions, External Funding, 
the Draft Secretariat Budget for 2014 -2015. It will also 
consider the Audit Reports of Accounts for the year 
2009 and 2010 for endorsement. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT/ RESOLUTION / DECLARATION

WORK PROGRAMME (2013-2015) 

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will decide on the 
Draft Provisional Agenda for the 13th Meeting of the 
Governing Council, which will be submitted to the 
Ministerial meeting for formal agreement.

Out of eight SACEP member countries, 5 maritime 
countries namely Bangladesh, India, Maldives, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are members of the SASP. 
SACEP is hosting the South Asian Seas Programme. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 

TEA BREAK 

Annex 5

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will consider the 
approved work programme for 2011-2012 and make 
suggestions for its continuance through 2013-2015

Under this agenda item, the meeting will finalize the 
Ministerial Statement /Resolution/Declaration to be 
Endorsed at the 13th Governing Council of SACEP.

AGENDA ITEM
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TIME
5.15 – 5.30 10

5.30 – 5.45 11

Page 15 of 16

Initially, it is decided to organize 2 workshops on 
capacity building and experience sharing. 
Development of the Regional Disaster 
Communication Strategy and a Database is 
expected to be implemented within the next two 
years.

Under this Agenda Item, the Preparatory Meeting of the 
Senior Officials may wish to discuss any other relevant 
matters that may be raised by the representatives 
participating at the Meeting or by the Secretariat.

1. Agenda Item 11 - Inf. Paper on Partnership with Global 
Water Partnership (GWP) on Adaptation and Resilience to 
Climate Change

The Consultative Committee of SACEP was of 
the view that the activity is of sensitive 
nature and therefore the National Focal 
Points to provide observations on this activity 
to proceed further.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will decide on the 
venue and tentative dates for the Special Session of the 
Governing Council and the 14th Governing Council 
meeting, which will be submitted to the Ministerial 
meeting for formal agreement.

Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on 
Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change

VENUE AND DATE FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
GOVERNING COUNCIL AND THE 14TH GOVERNING 
COUNCIL

Adaptation to Climate Change is among the major 
thematic areas of SACEP since 2005. SACEP 
developed a partnership with Global Water 
Partnership South Asia (GWP-SAS) in order to 
jointly implement the activities related to 
adaptation and resilience to climate change in the 
South Asia Region. 

AGENDA ITEM
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5.45 – 6.00 12 ADOPTION OF REPORT

6.00 13

Page 16 of 16

AGENDA ITEM

Any representative participating in the Meeting may 
wish to make concluding statements regarding the 
deliberations at the Meeting and its achievements. The 
Chairman will finally declare the Meeting closed.

Under this Agenda Item the Preparatory Meeting of the 
Senior Officials will consider and Adopt the Report  
which will be submitted to the Ministerial meeting

CLOSURE OF MEETING

Annex 5
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Preparatory Meeting of Senior Officials for  
13th Governing Council Meeting of SACEP

Islamabad, Pakistan
3 - 4 December 2013

TIME

9.00 – 9.30 1

9.30 – 10.00

2

3

4

5 INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM
Agenda Item 3.2
Page 1 of 16

The Meeting will consider the Provisional Agenda for 
adoption. Any matter regarding the Organisation of Work 
and the Sessions may also be considered. 

OPENING OF THE MEETING

It is expected that a Senior Dignitary from the 
Government of Pakistan will inaugurate the Meeting.

ADOPTION   OF   AGENDA   AND   ORGANISATION   OF   
WORK

10.00 - 12.00

Under this agenda Item, the meeting will make a review of 
the implementation of earlier decisions, quality and 
effectiveness of SACEP programmes / activities and the 
imperative for reorientation of focus and transformation of 
SACEP.  The non-paper revised by the Consultative 
Committee will be used as the background document.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will consider and 
submit its recommendations to the Governing Council  
regarding the Institutional Matters

EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF SACEP

SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA 

AGENDA ITEM

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the 
Governing Council of SACEP, a new Chairman will be 
elected in a manner consistent with the Articles of 
Association of SACEP. One or more Vice Chairman, a 
Rapporteur and other officials may also be appointed by 
the Meeting. The Director General shall function as the 
Secretary of the Governing Council during its sessions. 

TEA BREAK 
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Agenda Item 3.2

Page 2 of 16

TIME

12.00 – 1.30

1.30 – 3.00 6 PROGRAMME MATTERS

6.1

6.1.1

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Implementation of Biodiversity related activities :

To support our member countries in this process, 
SACEP in collaboration with United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and World 
Conservation Monitoring Center (WCMC) 
successfully organized a capacity building workshop 
on “Indicators as part of NBSAP updating for South 
Asian countries”  from 16 to 19 July 2012 in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka where two representatives of 
each SACEP member country participated. 

As of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 -2020 
adopted at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP-10) of Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) held in Nagoya, Japan on 18 - 29 
October 2010, Parties have been requested to update 
their National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 
(NBSAP) with the new Aichi Biodiversity Targets and 
strategies. 

AGENDA ITEM

Capacity Building on Indicators as part of 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP) Updating for South Asia and 
development of Clearing House Mechanisms 
(CHM)

LUNCH

(Collaborators - UNEP /WCMC / SACEP; Funds received 
US $ 37,711.99; Total spent US $ 37,711.99 + SACEP in 

kind contribution)

Director General will present the project implementation 
status report under each of the projects listed below:  
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TIME

Contd………

It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat :

a)

b)

The National Focal Points are requested:

a)

b)

6.1.2

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 3 of 16

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

SACEP has developed its capacity in the areas of 
Indicators Development in Updating NBSAP and 
creating CHMs. These technical expertise are 
available for its member countries.

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ US $ 
73,254.48; Total spent US $ 73,254.48) 

3. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP Item -          
  6.1.01.B'

Workshop recommendations / output: Capacity 
of the relevant NBSAP Focal Points developed.

Related Document 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.01.A'

To make use of the opportunity and utilize a 
part of the GEF funds available for NBSAP 
updating, to create their own National CHMs

1. Agenda Item 6.1.1 - Inf. Paper on Implementation of              
  Biodiversity related activities 

to assist the member countries in updating 
NBSAP with necessary technical support for 
the development of indicators in the process of 
NBSAP updating.

Promoting Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (SCP) in South Asia

To contribute a small amount of funds from 
the secured fund for NBSAP updating towards 
creating of Regional CHM which will be used 
as co-funding, as BoBLME will provide apart of 
the funding needed.

to prepare  a Regional Biodiversity Strategy 
and Action Plan for South Asia, taking 
consideration into the recommendations of 
NBSAPs of the member countries.

AGENDA ITEM
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Agenda Item 3.2

Page 4 of 16

TIME
contd…….

It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat to:

a)

b)

6.1.3

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Related Document 

Since 2005, successive Governing Councils of SACEP 
recommended Waste Management as one of the four 
broader thematic areas of concerned when preparing 
its work plan. In the context of waste management, 
concepts of Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (SCP) can play a major role.

develop a regional strategy on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production.

develop a regional forum where all member 
countries can share their experiences and 
strengths in this area. 

IPLA is a dynamic knowledge platform as well as a 
decentralized network established by United Nations 
Center for Regional Development (UNCRD) to 
address the needs of Local Authorities in achieving 
sustainable waste management. The objective of 
IPLA is to enable Local Authorities (LAs) to expand 
their waste management services by accelerating the 
uptake of waste-related infrastructure and services 
at various stages of waste management through 
promotion and facilitation of meaningful 
collaboration with a wide range of partners such as 
governments, business and financial sector, and civil 
society.

SACEP in collaboration with UNEP organized a 
SWITCH-Asia Policy Support Component (PSC) 
Sustainable Consumption and Production Training 
of Trainers workshop, Negombo, Sri Lanka from 30 
October - 1 November 2012. 

Workshop recommendations / output: Officials of 
member countries were trained as trainers.

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.02'

1. Agenda Item 6.1.2 - Inf. Paper on Promoting Sustainable      
Consumption and Production (SCP) in South Asia

AGENDA ITEM

Waste Management & International Partnership 
for expanding management services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA)
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TIME

contd………

6.1.4

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 5 of 16

AGENDA ITEM

Related Document 

It is informed that the activity is under 
discussion and yet to be finalized.

As per the request made by International 
Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) Division of 
Technology, Industry & Economics of UNEP, SACEP 
is currently in the process of organizing a sub-
regional meetings in South Asia, to create awareness 
and disseminate the results of 'converting waste 
agricultural biomass into energy'. 

As per the request of UNEP, SACEP has submitted a 
revised budget amounting to US $ 1 million, in 
January 2013.

The proposal on Establishment of Environmental 
Data and Information Management System for South 
Asia was approved by the 11th GC of SACEP. 

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 44,000.00; 
Total spent US $ 44,000.00 + SACEP in kind contribution)

Agenda Item 6.1.3 - Inf. Paper on Waste Management & 
International Partnership for expanding management 
services of Local Authorities (IPLA)

SACEP in collaboration with United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) organized a two day 
Inception and Training Workshop on Establishment 
of Environmental Data and Information Management 
System for South Asia in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 9 - 
 10 February 2012.

As of the recommendation of above workshop, a need 
assessment was undertaken and 1st draft was 
circulated among member countries for their 
comments. 

Environmental Data and Information 
Management System for South Asia
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Page 6 of 16

TIME

contd………

6.1.5

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of 
Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary 
Effects for South Asia

The National Focal Points are requested to 
come prepared with actions taken and the 
progress

The next Phase to be implemented is Phase V (2014- 
2016). It aims to promote policy measures to control 
emissions of Air pollution including short –lived 
climate forces  in South Asia and to ensure the 
sustainability and ownership of the Malé declaration 

 in the region. 

Related Document 
1. Agenda Item 6.1.4 - Inf. Paper on Environmental Data           
  and Information Management System for South Asia

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.04 - Workshop Report'

3. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.04 - Draft Need Assessment Report'

In April 1998, at the GC7-SACEP, the Environment 
Ministers of the region adopted the Malé Declaration 
on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its 
Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia.  The 
implementation of the Malé Declaration was 
envisaged to be in phases. 

AGENDA ITEM

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 
13,832.50; Balance to be received US $ 15,000.00)

It is requested that the SACEP Secretariat to 
implement the project as soon as possible and 
UNEP to expedite the process of providing the 
funds
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TIME

contd………

6.1.6

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 5 of 16

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

At GC 11-SACEP, through the “JAIPUR 
DECLARATION” has been agreed to establish South 
Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN). Though 
the SAWEN was supposed to be established under 
SACEP, later on it was established as an 
independent entity and is based in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 

(Collaborators - TRAFFIC International / SACEP; Funds 
received US $  55,799.11; Total spent US $ 55,799.11 + 

SACEP in kind contribution)

The major point discussed at the meeting was the 
mechanism of channeling funds to the SAWEN from 
the possible World Bank project. In that context, 
SACEP has been suggested as the vehicle for 
channeling funds.

On the invitation of government of Sri Lanka, SACEP 
agreed to co-organize the 1st meeting of SAWEN in 
collaboration with government of Sri Lanka and 
TRAFFIC International which was held from 3 - 6 
June 2012 in Negombo, Sri Lanka. 

The Thirteenth Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) of 
the Malé Declaration was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
in 20 May 2013 and at the meeting the Draft Plan for 
Phase V and the Work Programme was presented  for 
further review, guidance and approval.  At the 
meeting it was identified that contribution of the 
participating countries is crucial for the successful 
implementation of phase V.

National Focal Points to provide relevant data 
and information to SACEP Secretariat to 
prepare a comprehensive proposal to obtain 
funds to strengthen regional centres.

South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network 
(SAWEN) 

AGENDA ITEM

Agenda Item 6.1.5 - Inf. Paper on Malé Declaration on 
Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely Trans-
boundary Effects for South Asia
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Agenda Item 3.2

Page 8 of 16

TIME

contd……….

6.1.7

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Related Document 

1. Agenda Item 6.1.6 - Inf. Paper on South Asia Wildlife             
  Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.06 - Draft Workshop Report'

If the World Bank proposal is accepted, SACEP 
Secretariat requested to facilitate as 
suggested.

As several attempts to contact either Basel 
Convention Regional center (BCRC) Tehran or Basel 
Convention Focal Point of Iran failed, on the advice 
of 119 CC-SACEP, SACEP made negotiations 
through the Embassy of Iran in Sri Lanka which was 
not a success. 

Finally SACEP delegation met the Iranian delegation 
at the Ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary 
meetings of the Conferences of the Parties to the 
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions which 
was held from 28 April - 10 May 2013 in Geneva, 
Switzerland where Iranian delegation said that they 
are not willing to discuss the matter.

AGENDA ITEM

Establishment of Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for South Asia

The issue regarding the overlap with the Iranian 
Centre was raised and as there was no Iranian 
delegation, the permanent Representative of Iran to 
the United Nations (UN) suggested both parties to 
have more deliberations in this regard. 

As directed by the ninth meeting of the Conference of 
Parties (CoP IX) of the Basel Convention held in June 
2008 SACEP submitted an updated proposal for 
establishment of a Regional Centre for South Asia, to 
be located in SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. The updated proposal was taken into 
discussion at the 7th Open Ended Working Group 
(OEWG) meeting held from 10 – 14 May 2010.
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TIME

contd……..

6.1.8

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 9 of 16

(Collaborators - UNCRD /SACEP; Funds allocated US $ 
36,479.00 - Funds Physically not received Remitted Direct 

to Workshop Host - India

AGENDA ITEM

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 

An MoU was signed between SACEP and the United 
Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) in 
March 2008 to promote Environmentally Sustainable 
Transport in South Asia. As a result, now, all SACEP 
member countries are actively participating at this 
platform.

6. Annex 5 of Inf. Paper

7. Annex 6 of Inf. Paper

Considering the above developments it is 
suggested that the continuation of the Agenda 
Item on Establishment of Basel Convention 
Regional Centre for South Asia in SACEP work 
programme is no longer necessary and to be 
removed from this meeting onwards.

8. Annex 7 of Inf. Paper

3. Annex 2 of Inf. Paper

4. Annex 3 of Inf. Paper

5. Annex 4 of Inf. Paper

2. Annex 1 of Inf. Paper

1. Agenda Item 6.1.7 - Inf. Paper on Establishment of Basel       
 Convention Regional Centre for South Asia

The 7th Regional Environmentally Sustainable 
Transport (EST) Forum in Asia, was held in  Bali, 
Indonesia in May 2013. The participants of the 
Forum adopted the "Bali Declaration on Vision Three 
Zeros - Zero Congestion, Zero Pollution, and Zero 
Accidents towards Next Generation Transport 
Systems in Asia” 

Related Document 
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TIME
contd………..

6.1.9

6.1.10

 (Ref GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 7.2)

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

AGENDA ITEM

(Collaborators - UNEP /SACEP; Funds received US $ 
35,000.00; Balance to be received US $ 15,000.00)

Related Document 

Agenda Item 6.1.8 - Inf. Paper on Environmentally 
Sustainable Transport (EST)

Related Document 
Agenda Item 6.1.9 - Inf. Paper on Better Air Quality 
Conference (BAQ 2014)

Government of Sri Lanka officially announced to 
host the Eight Regional EST Forum in Asia 2014 in 
Sri Lanka and SACEP would  support  the 
Government of Sri Lanka in organizing the event 
next year.

At the 7th Regional EST Forum held in Bali, 
Indonesia, in April 2013, Clean Air Asia announced 
that the Better Air Quality 2014 (BAQ 2014) 
Conference would also be held back to back with the 
8th Regional EST Forum. SACEP will be presenting 
the work initiated on Air Quality by its member 
countries during BAQ 2014.

Preparation of South Asia position paper to 
reflect the post Rio +20 challenges related to 
environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, 
energy, water and sanitation etc.).  

National Focal Points to communicate with 
SACEP Secretariat regarding presentation of 
country experiences and best practices during 
the conference

The Better Air Quality (BAQ) conference is a leading 
event on air quality in Asia, covering transport, 
energy, industry and climate change, with a 
particular emphasis on government policies and 
measures.  It has become a major regional event 
through the efforts of the Clean Air Initiative for 
Asian Cities Center (CAI-Asia) and its partners. The 
BAQ 2012 was held in December 2012 in Hong Kong.  

Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2014)
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TIME

contd………..

6.1.11

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

National Focal Points to send the feed back on 
the Second Draft Report to SACEP Secretariat.

1. Agenda Item 6.1.10 - Inf. Paper on Preparation of South 
Asia position paper to reflect the post Rio +20 challenges 
related to environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, 
energy, water and sanitation etc.). 

In October 2013, a new international Convention, 
Minamata Convention on Mercury will be adopted 
and open for signature. This Convention will address 
the issues of mercury usage in various sectors and 
work towards phasing it out. 

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 11 of 16

AGENDA ITEM

The view of the Consultative Committee of SACEP 
was to  keep the activity on hold after completing the 
position papers.

South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and 
associated impacts focusing on Health Sector

The South Asia position paper was prepared to 
reflect the post Rio +20 challenges related to 
environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, 
energy, water and sanitation etc.). 

The position paper aimed in supporting the 
incorporation of Rio+20 related environment and 
climate change issues in South Asia sub-region post-
2015 development agenda consultation processes. A 
draft was circulated among member countries and 
finalization workshop was held back to back with the 
South Asian Environment Outlook – 2013 
Consultation in Kathmandu, Nepal on 30th May 2013 

Related Document 

2. Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP - Item          
  6.1.10 - Second Draft Report' 
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Page 12 of 16

TIME

contd……..

6.1.12

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Agenda Item 6.1.11 - Inf. Paper on South Asian Regional 
Strategy on Mercury and associated impacts focusing on 
Health Sector

National Focal Points to provide baseline data 
on mercury usage in Health Sector.

SACEP Secretariat to develop a regional 
project for assisting the member countries

SACEP is in the process of collecting baseline data 
on mercury usage in Health Sector in South Asian 
countries to develop a regional project for assisting 
its member countries.

SACEP was proposed to be accredited as a Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) Project Agency at the 
South Asia GEF constituency meeting held on 15 -16 
May 2012 in Malé, Maldives and also agreed to 
provide allocation from STAR (GEF Cycle 5) for a 
GEF Project, by Government of Sri Lanka. 

Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency

Related Document 

Mercury is widely used in health sector all over the 
world and the situation is similar in South Asia as 
well. Lack of proper disposal methods is hampering 
the individual country's effort to phasing out the 
mercury contaminated equipment. With the adopting 
of new Convention, Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) is proposed as the financial mechanism for 
developing countries to undertake mercury related 
activities. 

As an outcome of the meeting, SACEP forwarded the 
application to GEF Secretariat and the Chairperson 
of the GEF responded that 11 applicant agencies are 
being reviewed by the GEF Accreditation Panel of 
GEF-5 and if GEF Secretariat decides in broadening 
the GEF partnership, the Council will consider 
SACEP's accreditation again at the beginning of GEF-
6.

AGENDA ITEM
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TIME

6.1.13

6.1.14

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM
Agenda Item 3.2
Page 13 of 16

AGENDA ITEM
National Focal Points to canvas relevant 
authorities (i.e. GEF Council Member, Alternate 
Member South Asia and GEF CEO etc) in 
support of SACEP's application. 

Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and 
Wise-use of Internationally Important Wetlands 
in South Asia 

The South Asian Seas Programme is one of the 18 
such programmes and it was established with the 
adoption of the South Asian Seas Action Plan in 
March 1995.

South Asian Seas Programme (SASP) 

Draft document on regional co-operation on 
wetlands is placed for consideration at the 
13 th  Meeting of the SACEP Governing Council.

Related Document 
1. Agenda Item 6.1.12 - Inf. Paper on Proposal for SACEP to 
be a GEF Project Agency 

2. Annex to the Inf. Paper on Proposal for SACEP to be a 
GEF Project Agency 

Related Document 
1. Agenda Item 6.1.13 - Inf. Paper on Regional Cooperation 
for the Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally 
Important Wetlands in South Asia 
2. Annex to the Inf. Paper on Regional Cooperation for the 
Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally Important 
Wetlands in South Asia 

Draft document on regional co-operation was 
prepared in collaboration with Ramsar Secretariat 
and circulated amongst the SACEP member 
countries.  The paper was presented and discussed 
at the Ramsar Convention Pre–CoP Asia meeting 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 14 – 18 November 
2011.

It is now being updated with new information 
received and is tabled for endorsement of the SACEP 
member states.   Ramsar Secretariat is very much 
interested in signing an MoU with SACEP for 
enhancing cooperation amongst the South Asian 
countries for wise use of the regions wetlands.
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TIME

contd……….

3.00 – 3.30

3.30 – 4.00 6.2

4.00 – 4.45 7

4.45 – 5.00 8

5.00 – 5.15
9

Annex 5
GC 13.SACEP/NFP-SGO

Detailed activities of the SASP will be 
presented to the Fifth Inter-governmental 
Meeting of Ministers of SASP which will be 
held right after this meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
FOR THE 13TH GOVERNING COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM

FINANCIAL MATTERS 

TEA BREAK 

Out of eight SACEP member countries, 5 maritime 
countries namely Bangladesh, India, Maldives, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are members of the SASP. 
SACEP is hosting the South Asian Seas Programme. 

Under this agenda item, the meeting will consider the 
review of the Country Contributions, External Funding, 
the Draft Secretariat Budget for 2014 -2015. It will also 
consider the Audit Reports of Accounts for the year 2009 
and 2010 for endorsement. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT/ RESOLUTION / DECLARATION

WORK PROGRAMME (2013-2015) 

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will decide on the Draft 
Provisional Agenda for the 13th Meeting of the Governing 
Council, which will be submitted to the Ministerial meeting 
for formal agreement.

Under this agenda item, the meeting will finalize the 
Ministerial Statement /Resolution/Declaration to be 
Endorsed at the 13th Governing Council of SACEP.

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will consider the 
approved work programme for 2011-2012 and make 
suggestions for its continuance through 2013-2015
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TIME

5.15 – 5.30 10

5.30 – 5.45 11

 GC 13.SACEP / SoM

Agenda Item 3.2

Page 15 of 16

The Consultative Committee of SACEP was of 
the view that the activity is of sensitive nature 
and therefore the National Focal Points to 
provide observations on this activity to proceed 
further.

1. Agenda Item 11 - Inf. Paper on Partnership with Global 
Water Partnership (GWP) on Adaptation and Resilience to 
Climate Change

Initially, it is decided to organize 2 workshops on 
capacity building and experience sharing. 
Development of the Regional Disaster 
Communication Strategy and a Database is expected 
to be implemented within the next two years.

Under this Agenda Item, the Preparatory Meeting of the 
Senior Officials may wish to discuss any other relevant 
matters that may be raised by the representatives 
participating at the Meeting or by the Secretariat.

VENUE AND DATE FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
GOVERNING COUNCIL AND THE 14TH GOVERNING 
COUNCIL

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Under this Agenda Item, the meeting will decide on the 
venue and tentative dates for the Special Session of the 
Governing Council and the 14th Governing Council 
meeting, which will be submitted to the Ministerial 
meeting for formal agreement.

Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on 
Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change

Adaptation to Climate Change is among the major 
thematic areas of SACEP since 2005. SACEP 
developed a partnership with Global Water 
Partnership South Asia (GWP-SAS) in order to jointly 
implement the activities related to adaptation and 
resilience to climate change in the South Asia Region. 
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AGENDA ITEM

Any representative participating in the Meeting may wish 
to make concluding statements regarding the 
deliberations at the Meeting and its achievements. The 
Chairman will finally declare the Meeting closed.

Under this Agenda Item the Preparatory Meeting of the 
Senior Officials will consider and Adopt the Report  which 
will be submitted to the Ministerial meeting
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Appointment of Director General of SACEP  

 
The Preparatory Meeting of the National Focal Points for the 12th Meeting of the 
Governing Council of SACEP appointed a three member committee comprising 
of Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka to resolve the matter of the Appointment of 
the Director General of SACEP on merit basis.  Bhutan was requested to 
facilitate the negotiations. 
 
Decision No. 9.1 of 12 GC-SACEP, based on the recommendation of the sub-
committee, recommended that first option to propose a candidate as the 
Director General, SACEP to be given to Sri Lanka for a period of three years 
followed by Pakistan.  
 
Thereafter, principle of rotation to be followed starting from the alphabetical 
order beginning from Afghanistan for a period of three years as per the decision 
of the High Level Meeting to Initiate the South Asia Co-operative Environment 
Programme, 18 – 25 February 1981 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
 
The secretariat was entrusted to draft the criteria for the selection of Director 
General and the Terms of Reference and was circulated to the member 
countries for comments. 
 
The Chairman of the 12th Governing Council of SACEP, endorsed the Criteria 
for Selection of the Director General on Rotation with his letter ref 
04/03//06/962 dated 18th January 2011 as per the decision of the 
12GC.SACEP held on 3rd November 2010, the 117th Meeting of the Consultative 
Committee of SACEP held on 23rd November 2010 and the 
comments/clearances received from SACEP member countries. (Annex 1 – 
Approved Criteria) 
 
As per the approved criteria, government of Sri Lanka nominated Mr. S. M. D. 
P. Anura Jayatilake as the Director General of SACEP and he assumed duties 
on 30th April 2012 for a fixed term of three years. 
 

The 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP is informed that 
SACEP will be notifying Government of Pakistan by the end of the second 
year of the present Director General, to nominate a suitable candidate for 
the position of the Director General of SACEP as per approved Criteria 
based on the decision 9.1.2 of 11GC.SACEP. (Annex 2) 
 
“………………..in future selection process of the new Director General should 
start at the end of two years of the term of the Director General so that 
selection is completed well before the completion of the stipulated / fixed 
three year term”. 
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� Progress Report and Calendar of Activities 
 

South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 
December 2010 todate 

 
 
Implementation of Biodiversity related activities 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.1 

a) Sub-regional Capacity-building Workshop for South Asia on the 
Clearing-House Mechanism  

 
SACEP in collaboration with Secretariat of Convention on Biological Diversity and 
with the generous support of the Governments of Japan and Belgium, organized a 
Sub-regional Capacity-building Workshop for South Asia on the Clearing-House 
Mechanism in Dehradun, India from 12 to 16 December 2011. The capacity 
building workshop consisted of national and technical presentations, questions and 
answers sessions, and discussions.  A full day was devoted to a hands-on training 
provided by the Belgian CHM focal point. The workshop was attended by 17 
government-nominated officials from SACEP member countries involved in the 
CHM and in the NBSAP process.  (Participants included representatives from 
Bangladesh - 2, Bhutan -2, India -6, Maldives -2, Nepal - 2, Pakistan - 1, and Sri 
Lanka - 2). 

(Enclosed Digital Copy of the Workshop Report) 
 
 

b) Capacity Building on Indicators as part of National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) Updating for South Asia  

 
The South Asia Capacity Building Workshop on Indicators as part of National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) updating was held from 16 - 19 July 
2012 in Sri Lanka. The overall objective of the workshop was to strengthen capacity 
in the development of indicators as part of the National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan updating process. 
 
The workshop brought together a total of 28 delegates from the SACEP member 
countries, which included representatives from government ministries, national 
environmental agencies, research centers, University academics and NGOs. 
Representatives from SACEP, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, also participated at 
this workshop and contributed their expertise in information sources and 
monitoring systems. 
 
The workshop was funded by the European Commission through UNEP and 
organized by SACEP in collaboration with UNEP and UNEP World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC).  
 
SACEP look forward to joining with UNEP and WCMC in all their future activities in 
the field of biodiversity conservation in the South Asia region, as well as promoting 
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�Biodiversity Clearing House Mechanisms and enhancing synergies between 
biodiversity related Multilateral Environmental Agreements. 
 
SACEP has developed its capacity in the areas of Indicators Development in 
Updating NBSAP and creating CHMs. These technical expertise are available for its 
member countries. 

(Enclosed Digital Copy of the Workshop Report) 
 

 
c) 11th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 11) of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity  
3 - 18 October 2012, Hyderabad, India 

 
The Sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 
Parties (COP-MOP-6) to the Cartagena Protocol on Biodiversity and the 11th meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties (COP-11) to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) held in Hyderabad, India from 1 – 19 October 2012.  

 
SACEP organized a side event on “Challenges to Biodiversity of South Asia and 
Aichi Targets”, on 18 October 2012. The Minister of Environment, Government of 
Sri Lanka and the Chairman of the 12th Governing Council of SACEP was the Chief 
Guest and the Minister of Environment and Energy, Republic of Maldives 
participated as the Guest of Honour.  Bhutan, Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka made country presentations at the side event.  On behalf of SACEP the 
Director General made a presentation which was followed by a questions and 
answers session.  
 
SACEP also organized an Exhibition Stall at the venue of COP-MOP-6 and COP-11 
of the CBD from 1 to 19 October 2012 in Hyderabad. During the period, a vast 
number of Delegates and others visited the SACEP stall which included government 
officials, representatives of various organizations and students from schools, 
universities and other education institutes. SACEP publications and Information 
DVDs were distributed to the visitors. 

 
 
 
Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) in South Asia 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.2 

 
SWITCH-Asia is a project funded by the European Union (EU) aimed at promoting 
Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) across the Asian region. It works 
with both producers and consumers on the ground as well as at the policy-making 
levels in formulating and implementing of SCP-related policies. A €152 million 
budget is earmarked for the programme under the Regional Strategy for Asia 
covering the period 2007-2013. Overall, SWITCH-Asia aims to promote sustainable 
growth and contribute to economic prosperity and poverty reduction in Asia. At the 
same time it is mitigating climate change in targeted countries. This is to be 
achieved through improved understanding and strengthened cooperation between 
Europe and Asia.  
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� Within South Asia, it intends assist SMEs (Small and Medium Scale Enterprises) in 
adopting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) practices and by 
mobilizing the private sector, retailers, producer and consumer organizations and 
groups as well as the relevant public sector authorities. Under this project, UNEP is 
responsible for the Policy Support Component (PSC), working towards 
incorporation of SCP into national and regional policy.  
 
A three days Training Programme was organized as a collaborative venture between 
SACEP and UNEP which brought together 25 policy makers from 7 countries.  It 
was held from 30 October – 1 November 2012, in Sri Lanka. 

   
The objective of the training was to build the capacity of policy makers across the 
South Asian region, in designing and implementing policies that support SCP and a 
Green Economy. The training covered the fundamentals of SCP policy, identifying 
key sectors for policy reform, while highlighting case studies and best practices 
across the Asia-Pacific region. The programme introduced the SCP Policy cycle and 
focused on thematic SCP policy options and opportunities. 

 
Experts / resource persons delivered the training and facilitated the workshop on 
the fundamentals of SCP, the SCP policy cycle and identified thematic 
opportunities for SCP policy development. The training was delivered as a Training 
of Trainers. Participants were provided with all the material, along with a guide for 
trainer’s booklet, to enable them to facilitate further training within their own 
countries. The training was a result of an extensive capacity building needs 
assessment conducted in 2011-12, under the SWITCH-Asia PSC. 

(Digital Copy of the Workshop Report Enclosed) 
 

SACEP is working towards taking this step forward to develop a regional forum 
where all member countries can share their experiences and strengths in this area. 
This will facilitate to development of a regional strategy in future. 
 
 
 
Waste Management  

a) International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of 
Local Authorities (IPLA).  
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.3 

 
The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the 
United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD), and the Ministry of the 
Environment of Japan (MOEJ) jointly organized the “CSD-19 Inter-sessional 
Conference on Building Partnerships for Moving towards Zero Waste” from 16 - 18 
February 2011 in Tokyo. It was attended by participants including representatives 
of local and national governments, public waste utilities, the private sector, 
academia, and NGOs, and international resource persons from Africa, Asia, 
Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America, and Oceania as well as 
UN organizations, Development Agencies and Regional organizations. 
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� At this meeting the need to create a new partnership was identified and the meeting 
unanimously endorsed the establishment of the International Partnership for 
Expanding Waste Management Services of Local Authorities (IPLA). The objective of 
IPLA is to enable local authorities (LAs) to expand their waste management services 
by accelerating the uptake of waste-related infrastructure and services at various 
stages of waste management through promotion and facilitation of meaningful 
collaboration with a wide range of partners such as governments, business and 
financial sector, and civil society. The final goal of IPLA is to help LAs move towards 
a Zero Waste scenario on a global level. 

 
SACEP became a Sub Regional Secretariat for South Asia to IPLA, of the United 
Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) along with other International 
Organizations. IPLA was officially launched during the CSD19 Side Event on 
Building Partnerships for Moving Towards Zero Waste on 12 May 2011 in New 
York. 

 
IPLA serves as a moderator for fostering regional cooperation. As the Sub Regional 
Secretariat for South Asia,  SACEP  assisted IPLA  in identifying two  Higher level 
representatives  from  the South Asia Region to attend the IPLA Global Forum  
2013 on Sustainable Waste Management for the 21st Century Cities - Building 
Sustainable and Resilient Cities through Partnership held in the City of Borås, 
Sweden, from  9 - 11 September 2013. 
 
 
 

b) International Conference on Waste Management: Towards Waste Free 
Sri Lanka,  22nd March 2013, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 
SACEP was a partner for an International Conference on Waste Management: 
Towards Waste Free Sri Lanka. The conference was held on 22nd March 2013 in 
Colombo Sri Lanka. 

 
Conference was organized by Geocycles and many eminent resource persons 
delivered their thoughts on the subject.  

 
Geo-cycle is a business unit of Holcim (Lanka) Limited, a company incorporated in 
Sri Lanka which provides Sustainable Waste Management Solutions for industrial 
wastes. 
 

 (Digital Copy of the e-book Enclosed) 
 
 

c) Proposal for SACEP to host a sub-regional meeting on converting waste 
agricultural biomass into energy 

 
As per the request made by International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) 
Division of Technology, Industry & Economics, United Nations Environment 
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�Programme (UNEP), SACEP is currently in the process of Organizing a sub-regional 
meeting in South Asia, to create awareness and disseminate the results of the work 
done in India on the Project on “converting waste agricultural biomass into energy”.
  
An estimated budget has been submitted by SACEP to UNEP.  
 
 

d) Project Proposals on Waste Management  
 
The above proposal was developed under a MoU signed between UNEP-ROAP and 
SACEP and was approved at the 11GC.SACEP. The project proposal has been 
submitted to UNEP-ROAP requesting funds for implementation.   
 
A positive feedback has been given by UNEP-ROAP which is yet to be finalized. 
 
 
Environmental Data and Information Management System for South Asia 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.4 
 
The 9th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP held in August 2005 in 
Thimphu, Bhutan identified Data and Information Management as one of the key 
areas concerned in the region. SACEP Secretariat prepared a detailed project 
proposal to establish an Environmental Data and Information System for South 
Asia and was approved by the 11th Governing Council of SACEP held in May 2008 
at Jaipur, India.  
 
As an initial step, SACEP in collaboration with UNEP organized a two day Inception 
and Training Workshop on Establishment of Environmental Data and Information 
Management System for South Asia from 9 – 10 February 2012 in Colombo Sri 
Lanka.  
 
Secondly, a Need Assessment Study has been entrusted with the Development 
Alternatives, India. It was funded by the UNEP and first draft was circulated among 
member countries for their comments. 
 
SACEP is in continuous dialog with UNEP and as per the request of UNEP, SACEP 
has submitted a revised budget amounting to US $ 1 million, in January 2013 for 
establishment of the Data Information System for South Asia.  
 

(Digital Copies enclosed ; a) Workshop Report and b) Draft Need Assessment  
 
 
Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely 
Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia. 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.5 

Phase I, II and III of the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution 
and its likely Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia was implemented successfully 
by UNEP in partnership with SACEP with the financial support from SIDA.  
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� 

The 11th Intergovernmental Meeting of Malé Declaration (IG-11) held in Bangladesh 
on 20-21 January 2010, adopted the implementation plan for phase IV (2010-
2012). 

The Second Meeting of the Task Force was held on 29-30 November 2010 in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka in collaboration with SACEP to discuss following;  

a) further steps on the establishment of a sustainable financing mechanism for 
Malé Declaration;  

b) feasibility study for establishing regional technical  centres; and strengthening 
the Regional framework for air pollution reduction in South Asia. 

 
12th Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12) of the Malé Declaration was 
held in New Delhi, India in June 2011. The below mentioned activities were carried 
out after the IG12. 

1. The First Capacity Building Workshop of the Joint Forum on Atmospheric 
Environment in Asia and the Pacific, 21-22 July 2011 in Pathumthani, 
Thailand.   

2. National Workshop on Awareness and Education on Air Pollution and Male' 
Declaration on Transboundary Air Pollution, Phase IV Implementation, 25 
July 2011, Sri Lanka 

3. Workshop on Health Impact Assessment was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh on 
9th January 2012. 

4. A National “Youth for Clean Air Awareness Workshop” was held in January 
2012 in Dhaka, Bangladesh and the Regional Workshop on “Youth for Clean 
Air “ was held in February 2012 in Ahmedabad, India. 

5. 5th Training on Emission Inventory of the Male' Declaration on Control and 
Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for South 
Asia, 21 - 25 May 2012, Sri Lanka 

6. Third Meeting of the Task Force for Future Development of Male' Declaration 
on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary 
Effects for South Asia, 09 - 10 August 2012, Chonburi, Thailand 

7. The 9th Refresher Training on Monitoring Transboundery Air Pollution was 
held on 10-12th December 2012 in New Delhi, India. 

 
As per recommendations of the 10th and 11th Governing Councils, SACEP signed a 
MoU with UNEP in April 2010, to carry out following tasks within the framework of 
the ‘Phase IV of the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and 
its Likely Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia’.  

• Assist in conducting the feasibility study on the establishment of specialized 
regional centers 

• Assist in conducting the feasibility study on developing a regional framework 
such as convention on air pollution in South Asia  

• Compile good practices for the reduction of air pollution in South Asia. 
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�The above tasks were successfully completed with assistance of the Task Force on 
Future Development of Malé Declaration and the Malé Declaration Secretariat. 
 
The Seventh Regional Stake-Holders Meeting cum Coordination Meeting (RSC7) 
and the Thirteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) of the Malé 
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its Likely 
Transboundary Effects for South Asia was held from 18 – 20 May 2013 in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 
 
The Draft Plan for Phase V (2014 – 2016) and the Work Programme was presented 
to IG13 for further review, guidance and approval.  The Phase V aims to promote 
policy measures to control Air pollution including short–lived climate forces in 
South Asia and to ensure the sustainability and ownership of the project of Malé 
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely Trans-
boundary Effects for South Asia 
 
It was also identified that contribution of the participating countries is crucial for 
the successful implementation of phase V. 
 
SACEP is now in the process of developing a specific project proposal to secure 
funding support from SAARC Development Fund (SDF) and funding agencies for 
implementation of some of the activities of Phase V, specifically strengthening of 
Regional Centers of Male' Declaration. 

(Digital Copy of the Draft Report on Good Practices for the reduction of air pollution in 
South Asia Enclosed) 

 
 
 
South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.6 

 
SAWEN which was launched last year, comprises of the eight member countries of 
SACEP. SAWEN was established as per the decision of the 11 GC-SACEP.   
Independent SAWEN Secretariat is established in Kathmandu, Nepal.   
 
The First Regional Meeting of the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network 
(SAWEN), took place in Negombo, Sri Lanka from 3 - 6 June 2012. Government of 
Sri Lanka hosted this meeting in collaboration with TRAFFIC International and 
SACEP to devise operational plans to combat illegal trade affecting some of the 
region’s most threatened wildlife species  and also worked on an updated work 
programme and discussed issues such as intelligence gathering, information 
sharing, capacity building and law enforcement cooperation.   

 
The meeting was attended by over thirty wildlife and law enforcement officials from 
all eight South Asian countries. Participants also included experts from INTERPOL, 
the World Customs Organization’s Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for the Asia-
Pacific, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, World Bank, the ASEAN Wildlife 
Enforcement Network, the Global Tiger Forum, SACEP, TRAFFIC and WWF. The 
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�proceedings of the meeting consisted of technical and interactive sessions providing 
a forum for delegates from all South Asian countries.  

 
Until necessary arrangements are made the funds from the possible World Bank 
Project to SAWEN will be channeled through SACEP. 
 
In an important effort to address source-to-market law enforcement co-operation, 
the CITES Management Authority of China also joined the meeting as an observer. 
China shares terrestrial borders with five South Asian countries, and is a major 
trade partner with the region. 

 
The meeting identified a number of priorities for enhancing regional co-operation, 
and it focused on species such as Asian big cats, elephants, freshwater turtles, 
falcons, rhinos and marine turtles.  
 

(Digital Copy of the Draft Workshop Report Enclosed) 
 
 
Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for South Asia 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.7 

 
As directed by the CoP IX of the Basel Convention held in June 2008 SACEP 
submitted an updated proposal for establishment of a Regional Centre for South 
Asia, to be located in SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, Sri Lanka. The updated 
proposal was taken into discussion at the 7th Open Ended Working Group (OEWG) 
meeting held from 10 – 14 May 2010.  
 
The issue regarding the overlap with the Iranian Centre was raised and as there 
was no Iranian delegation, the permanent Representative of Iran to the UN 
suggested both parties to have more deliberations in this regard.  
 
SACEP made several attempts to contact either BCRC Tehran or Basel Convention 
Focal Point of Iran. As none was successful, on the advice of the 119th Consultative 
Committee, SACEP made negotiations through the Embassy of Iran in Sri Lanka 
which also was not a success.  
 
Finally SACEP delegation met the Iranian delegation at the Ordinary and 
simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the Conferences of the Parties to the Basel, 
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions which was held from 28 April - 10 May 
2013 in Geneva, Switzerland where Iranian delegation said that they are not willing 
to discuss the matter. 

(Enclosed Digital Copy of Need Assessment Report – Annex 3) 
 
 
Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST)  
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.8 
 
This activity was initiated as a result of a MoU signed between SACEP and the 
United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) to promote 
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�Environmentally Sustainable Transport in South Asia in March 2008. As a result 
all SACEP member countries are now actively participating at this platform.  
 
 
The South Asian countries continue to face vast challenges in realizing safe, secure, 
people and environment friendly, affordable, and climate resilient transport system. 
At the same time, the rapid pace of urbanization throughout the region has further 
compounded these challenges.  
 
SACEP in collaboration with UNCRD, the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation 
(AMC), and Ministry of Environment of the Government of Japan (MOE-Japan) 
organized a Sub-Regional EST Training Workshop-cum-Policy Dialogue in South 
Asia, which was held from 26 - 28 August 2011 in Ahmedabad, India.  This 
workshop was attended by participants from the Ministry of Environment of SACEP 
member countries along with officials from the Ministry of Transport/Urban 
Development.  The workshop was also attended by participants comprised of other 
government department representatives from India, resource persons, 
representatives from various   international organizations, and local observers from 
Ahmadabad, India 
 
The 7th EST Forum held in Bali, Indonesia, 23-25 April 2013 provided ample 
opportunities to discuss and share the progress and achievements made by 
member countries of the EST Forum towards achieving the goals under the 
‘Bangkok 2020 Declaration’  and also to address EST in the context of Rio+20 
Outcomes – ‘The Future We Want’.  A Global Consultation on Sustainable 
Transport in the Post 2015 Development Agenda was also held on 25 April 2013 in 
concurrence with the Seventh Regional EST Forum. 
 
South Asia was represented by the 8 member countries of SACEP and SACEP was 
a panelist at the Plenary Session 5, on Green Freight Issues – A Framework for a 
Regional Agreement on Green Freight in Asia. 
 
The 8th EST Forum will be held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in October 2014 and SACEP 
would facilitate this Forum as a co-organizer.  The EST Forum 2014 will be held 
back to back with Better Air Quality (BAQ) 2014, organized by Clean Air Initiative 
Asia and Government of Sri Lanka.  
 
 
Preparation of South Asia position paper to reflect the post Rio +20 
challenges related to environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, 
water and sanitation etc.).   
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.10 

 
As a follow up of the Rio+20, ‘The Future We Want’, SACEP under financial support 
of UNEP developed a South Asia Position Paper. 
 
The South Asia position paper was prepared to reflect the post Rio +20 challenges 
related to environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, water and 
sanitation etc.).  The position paper is aimed at supporting the incorporation of 
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�Rio+20 related environment and climate change issues in South Asia sub-region 
post-2015 development agenda consultation processes. 
 
A Regional Consultation Workshop on Post RIO+20 South Asia Development 
Agenda was held in Kathmandu, Nepal on 30th May 2013.  The workshop was 
organized by UNEP, SACEP and Development Alternatives (DA) India. 
 
The objective of the Consultation Workshop was to review the draft “South Asia 
Position Paper” on post Rio +20 and provide comments and inputs, with a view to 
improve and finalize the paper.  
 
The Second Draft with the incorporation of the Suggestions / comments and 
recommendations of the member states are yet to be circulated. 
 

(Enclosed Digital Copies of; a) Concept Note and b) Draft Position Paper) 
 
 
 
South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and associated impacts focusing on 
Health Sector 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.11 

 
In October 2013, the Minamata Convention on Mercury will be adopted and opened 
for signature. This Convention will address the issues of mercury usage in various 
sectors and work towards phasing out it. Mercury is widely used in health sector all 
over the world and the situation is similar in South Asia as well. Lack of proper 
disposal methods is hampering the individual country's effort to phasing out the 
mercury contaminated equipment. With the adopting of new Convention, GEF is 
proposed as financial mechanism for developing countries to undertake mercury 
related activities.  
 
SACEP is in the process of collecting baseline data on mercury usage in Health 
Sector in South Asian countries to develop a regional project for assisting its 
member countries. 
 
 
 
 
Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on Adaptation and 
Resilience to Climate Change 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 11 
 
Adaptation to Climate Change is among the major thematic areas of SACEP since 
2005. SACEP is in the process of developing a partnership with GWP-SAS in order 
to jointly implement the activities related to adaptation and resilience to climate 
change in the South Asia Region. 
 
Initially, it is proposed to organize 2 workshops on capacity building and 
experience sharing. Development of the Regional Disaster Communication Strategy 
and a Database is expected to be implemented within the next two years. 

GC 13.SACEP / SoM 
Agenda Item 6.1 

Page 10 of 12 

Annex 7 
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO 

146



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�  
Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.12 

SACEP was proposed to be accredited as a GEF Project Agency at the South Asia 
GEF constituency meeting held on 15 -16 May 2012 in Male', Maldives. 
Government of Sri Lanka agreed to provide allocation from STAR (GEF Cycle 5) for 
a GEF Project in this Registration / Accreditation process. 
 
Thereafter, SACEP forwarded the application to GEF Secretariat on 18th June 2012. 
The GEF has indicated that SACEP application for GEF Partnership will consider 
for accreditation at the beginning of GEF-6. 
 
 
Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally 
Important Wetlands in South Asia 
Ref : GC 13.SACEP / SoM; Agenda Item 6.1.13 

 
Draft document on regional co-operation was prepared in collaboration with 
Ramsar Secretariat and circulated amongst the SACEP member countries.  The 
paper was presented and discussed at the Ramsar Convention Pre–CoP Asia 
meeting held in Jakarta from 14 – 18 November 2011. 
 
It is now being updated with new information received and is tabled for 
endorsement of the SACEP member states.   The updated document will be put into 
action through a MoU with Ramsar Secretariat and SACEP for enhancing 
cooperation amongst the South Asian countries for wise use of the regions 
wetlands. 

(Enclosed Draft Policy Paper) 
 
 
 
Consultation Workshop on South Asia Environment Outlook (SAEO) – 2013 
28 - 29 May 2013, Kathmandhu, Nepal 
 
The Global Environment Outlook, GEO is the United Nations Environment 
Programme's (UNEP) flagship assessment to provide comprehensive, science-based, 
policy-relevant information on the current state and future prospects of the global 
environment and its interactions with human well-being. Increasingly, the GEO 
approach also serves as a basis for preparing integrated environmental 
assessments and outlooks at the sub-global—regional, national, locl levels around 
the world. 
To date, UNEP has published five comprehensive GEO reports and many regionally 
or thematically focused outlook reports are following the same assessment and 
reporting methodology. 
 
In 1998 SACEP in collaboration with UNEP assisted its member countries to 
prepare and publish their respective Nation State of Environment (SoE) Reports.  
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�Meantime SACEP published South Asia Regional SOE Report and the Youth 
Version of it during the period. 
 
Since then SACEP has been a part of the consultation process for preparation of 
the South Asia Environmental Outlook (SAEO). 
 
The SAEO 2013 aimed to review and analyze the current environmental state and 
trends, identify emerging issues, and provide policy options for consideration by 
governments to address the priority environmental issues identified by the 8 South 
Asian countries, namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. This report will be an update of the First SAEO Report 
which was published in 2009. 
 
A Consultation Workshop on South Asia Environment Outlook (SAEO) – 2013 was   
organized under the auspices of the Secretariat of the South Asia Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in collaboration with UNEP, SACEP and 
Development Alternatives (DA), from 28-29 May 2013 in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 
The primary objective of this consultation Workshop was to ; 
 
1. review the draft SAEO 2013 report, identify the data and information gaps 

and sources; 

2. review and agree on the content and data for various chapters of the SAEO; 
and  

3. Decide on the activity schedule for completion of the SAEO. 

(Enclosed Digital Copy - First Draft of SAEO 2013) 
 
 
 
Library of SACEP  

SACEP has almost completed taking an Inventory of all the publications received by 
the secretariat since its inception which could be referred easily under specified 
categories.   

SACEP is in the process of scanning its own publications in-house which enables 
to refer the documents in digital format.  

More than 99% of the publications of SACEP since its inception are in digital form 
now. 
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Index of Digital Reports 

6.1.01a - 2011.12.12-16 - Workshop Report - Capacity building for the CHM of 
CBD in South Asia.pdf 

6.1.01b - 2012.07.16 - South Asia Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP) 
Capacity Building Workshop Report.pdf 

6.1.02   - 2012.10.30 - SWITCH Asia Training of Trainers.pdf 

6.1.03a - 2011.08 - International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management 
Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) Brochure.pdf 

6.1.03b - 2013.03.22 - Geocycle ebook.pdf 

6.1.04a - 2012.02.09-10 - Report of Establishment of Environmental of Data 
Information Management System (DIMS) for SA.pdf 

6.1.04b - 2013.05 - Establishment of Environmental of Data Information 
Management System (EDIMS) - Need Assessment Report.pdf 

6.1.05  -  2010.11.29 - Male Declaration Phase IV – 2nd Task Force Meeting.pdf 

6.1.05  -  2013.05 – Draft Report on Good Practices for the reduction of air 
pollution in South Asia 

6.1.06  - South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) Meeting report draft to 
SAWEN Sect for circulation.pdf 

6.1.07 -  Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCRC) Annex III - SACEP Need 
Assessment Report.pdf 

6.1.08 -  2011.08.26-28 - Environmentally Sustainable Transport  - PROG-SUB-
EST-AMD-0811-EN.pdf 

6.1.10a - 2013.05.30 - Concept for Rio +20 Development Agenda Position Paper 
consultation workshop.pdf 

6.1.10b - 2013.08.23 - Second Draft South Asia Development Agenda (SADA) 
Report.pdf 

6.1.10c - 2013.05.28 - First Draft South Asia Environment Outlook ( SAEO) 
2013.pdf 

SACEP News - 2010.12.pdf 

SACEP News - 2012.12.pdf 

2012.12.20 - SOM17_Institutional arrangement Annex - Ref of SACEP 
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SAS - 2008.05 - Development of Market Based Instruments for Env Management in 
Sri Lanka.pdf 

SAS - 2010.10.17 - Report of UNU INWEH Second Review Meeting Dec 2010.pdf 

SAS 5.1.02 - 2012.05.29-30 - SA Regional Ballast Water Management Strategy 
Development Meeting.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2008.09 - International Coastal Cleanup Day - Chennai - Press 
brief.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2009.09.18 - International Coastal Cleanup Day in India.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2010.09.25 – 25th Anniversary of International Coastal Cleanup Day - 
Sri Lanka.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2012.09.15 - Report of the Intl Coastal Cleanup Day.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2012.09.16 - Chennai _ Keeping the marine ecosystem clean.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2012.09.16 - DOWN TOWN _ Awareness drive to protect marine 
wildlife.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2012.09.16 - TAMIL NADU _ Cleaning up beaches on Coastal Clean 
Up Day.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2012.09.16 - TAMIL NADU _ Initiative to promote clean seas and 
coast.pdf 

SAS 5.1.06 - 2013.09.23 - Coast Guard gets into clean-up mode - The New Indian 
Express 

SAS 5.1.08 - 2012.06.04 - BOBLME-2012-Project-09.pdf 

SAS 5.1.09 - 2010.10 - UNEP Global Synthesis Marine Biodiversity Series.pdf 

SAS 5.1.11 - 2010.04 - 30th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtles - Brochure.pdf 

SAS 5.1.11 - 2010.04.24-30 – 30th Annual Symposium Report.pdf 

SAS 5.1.12 - 2010.05 - OPRC HNS Workshop Maldives.pdf 

SAS 5.1.13 - 2009.09 - Manual - Marine Resources Sampling and Data Collection 
and Interpretation for SAS.pdf 

SAS 5.1.13 - 2009.09 - Report - Marine Resources Sampling and Data Collection 
and Interpretation for SAS.pdf 

SAS 5.1.14 - 2010.03 - Blue Flag Report - South Asia.pdf 
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SAS 5.1.15 - 2008 - International Year of Reef (IYOR) Leaflet.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008 - MCPA Toolkit for South Asia.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008 - SLED Manual Final - CORALI.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008 - Systematic approaches to livelihoods ......... - Global Overview 
Final.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.08 - South Asia Coral Reef Task Force (SACRTF) Second 
Meeting.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.09 - MCPA - Project Update - September 2008.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.11 - Workshop Report - MCPA Managers Exchange 
Programme.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.11.25 - IYOR Special Commemorative Cover.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.11.5-8 - Training Workshop on (MCPA) Managers Exchange 
Programme - Ref Articles.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.12 - Regional Communication Strategy for Coral Reef 
Management in South Asia.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.12 - Regional Strategy for Coral Reef Management in South 
Asia.pdf 

SAS 5.1.15 - 2008.12.16 - South Asia Coral Reef Task Force (SACRTF) Third 
Meeting.pdf 
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1. Strategic�Approach�to�International�Chemicals�Management�
(SAICM)

2. Capacity�building�for�the�Clearing�House�Mechanism�of�the�
Convention�on�Biological�Diversity�in�South�Asia

3. Establishment�of�Basel�Convention�Regional�Centre�for�South�
Asia

4. Proposal�on�Environmental�Data�and�Information�
Management�System

5. EC�Supported�Project�on�“Institutional�Strengthening�and��Capacity�
Development�for�the�Long�term�Management�and�Conservation�of�
MCPAs�encompassing�Coral�Reef�Resources�in�South�Asia”

6. Establishment�of�the�South�Asia�Initiative�for�Combating�Illegal�Trade�
in�Wildlife

7. Scoping�Exercise�on�E�waste�Management�in�South�Asia

8. School�Environment�Awareness�Programme

9. Malé�Declaration�on�Control�and�Prevention�of�Air�Pollution�and�Its�
Likely�Trans�boundary�Effects�for�South�Asia
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� 10.���Waste�Management

11.����Environmentally�Sustainable�Transport�(EST)

12. State�of�the�Environment�Report�of�South�Asia

13. Collaboration�with�the�Regional�Community�Forestry�Training�Centre�for�Asia�and�the�
Pacific�(RECOFTC)�for�Capacity�Building�in�the�Community�Forestry�Sector

14. MoU�with�TRADA�(Timber�Research�and�Development���Association)�to�develop�
Integrated�Sustainable�Bamboo�based�Livelihoods

15. Collaboration�with�National�Botanical�Research�Institute�(NBRI),�Lucknow�to�Develop�
Programme�on�Climate�change�and�it’s�Impact�on�the�Flora�of�the�South�Asia

16. Regional�Seas�Programme

Out�of�These,�some�of�them�are,
� In�last�phase�of�implementation
� In�continuation�nature
� In�discussion�stage�with�Institutions/Organizations�
concerned

� In�cross�cutting�nature
� Not�materialized�due�to�lose�of�interest�by�partnering�
Institutions/Organizations
And

� Newly�proposed�activities�
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� During�the�past�two�years,�SACEP�had�faced�many�
draw�backs�due�to�:�

� World�economic�crisis
� Limited�human�resources

But,�yet�with�all�these�constrains,�we�have�made�a�
significant�progress�in�following�areas

1. Establishment�of�Basel�Convention�Regional�Centre�
for�South�Asia

� Proposal�was�discussed�at�the�CoP IX�of�the�Basel�Convention�held�in�
June�2008�which�directed�SACEP�to�update�the�proposal�and�submit�
to�the�next�OEWG�meeting

� The�updated�proposal�was�submitted�to�7th OEWG�meeting�held�in�
May�2010

� The�issue�regarding�the�overlap�with�the�Iranian�Centre�was�raised�
and�suggested�both�parties�to�have�more�deliberations�in�this�regard

� SACEP�will�undertake�a�mission�to�Iran�in�near�future�and�the�outcome�
of�the�deliberations�will�be�submitted�to�the�next�CoP
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�
2.��Malé�Declaration�on�Control�and�Prevention�of��Air�

Pollution�and�its�likely�Trans�boundary�Effects�for�South�
Asia

� Phase�I,�II�and�III�were�implemented�successfully�by�UNEP�in�partnership��with�SACEP�with�
the�financial�support�from�SIDA

� Implementation�plan�for�phase�IV�(2010�2012)�was�adopted�at�the�11th IG�meeting�held�in�
January�2010

� As�per�decisions�of�GC�SACEP,�SACEP�signed�an�MoU�with�UNEP�for��implementation�of�
the�phase�IV

� First�meeting�of�the�Task�Force�on�Future�Development�of�Malé�Declaration�was�held�in�
August�2010�which�agreed�to:

� develop�a�mechanism�for�sustainable�financing
� To�Conduct�a�feasibility�study�on�establishing�regional�centers�in�a�phased�

manner
� To�conduct�a�feasibility�study�on�developing�a�regional�framework�on�air�

pollution�reduction�in�South�Asia

� 2nd Meeting�of�the�Task�Force�will�be�held�on�29�30�November�2010�in�Colombo,�Sri�Lanka�
in�collaboration�with�SACEP

3.�Strategic�Approach�for�International�
Chemicals�Management�(SAICM)

� The�10th GC�SACEP�adopted�a�resolution�on�SAICM�which�
requested�SACEP�secretariat�to�incorporate�the�
implementation�of�SAICM�into�SACEP’s�work�programme

� SACEP�has�proposed�to�SAICM�Secretariat�to�hold�a�Capacity�
Building�Programme,�on�chemical�management�for�the�
South�Asia�region

� SAICM�secretariat�still�searching�possible�funding
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� 4.�Capacity�building�for�the�Clearing�House�
Mechanism�of�the�Convention�on�Biological�
Diversity�in�South�Asia

� Conducted�local�capacity�building�workshops�in�collaboration�with�the�
Ministry�of�Environment�and�Natural�Resources,�Sri�Lanka�and�UNESCO

� Recently,�held�bi�lateral�discussions�with�Belgian�CHM�National�Focal�
Point�and�CBD�secretariat�to�implement�the�project�proposal�on�
establishment�of�South�Asia�regional�CHM�where�both�agreed�to�help�in�
searching�for�possible�donors�

5.�International�Day�of�Biodiversity

� A�National�Symposium�on�Alien�Invasive�Species:�Strengthening�Capacity�
to�Control�the�Introduction�and�Spread�of�Alien�Invasive�Species�in�Sri�
Lanka�was�organized�jointly�with�the�Ministry�of�Environment�and�
Natural�Resources�of�Sri�Lanka�and�UNDP�on�21�� 22�May�2009�in�
Negambo,�Sri�Lanka

� SACEP�jointly�with�the�Ministry�of�Environment,�Sri�Lanka�and�the�
University�of�Wayamba,�Sri�Lanka�organized�an�awareness�seminar�in�
various�issues�of�Biodiversity�on�21st May�2010�at�the�Wayamba�
University.��A�mango�festival�was�also�organized�to�demonstrate�the�
importance�of�conserving�biodiversity�towards�society’s�well�being
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� 6.�Marine�Biodiversity�Assessment�and�Outlook�
2010

� In�line�with�the�International�Year�of�Biodiversity�and�the�CBD�COP10,�
UNEP�decided�to�prepare�a�Marine�Biodiversity�Outlook�Report�to�cover�
all�18�Regional�Seas�Areas

� UNEP�entrusted�SACEP�to�prepare�the�Outlook�Report�for�the�South�
Asian�Seas�Region

� The�Report�was�launched�at�the�CDB�Cop�10,�Nagoya,�Japan�in�October�
2010

7.�Partnership�for�Cleaner�Fuels�and�Vehicles�
(PCFV)

� Partnership�for�Clean�Fuels�and�Vehicles�was�launched�at�the�WSSD�in�Johannesburg�in�2002�by�
the�UNEP

� It�aims�to�encourage�countries�to�adopt�overall�clean�fuel�and�vehicles�strategies,�including�
vehicle�and�fuel�standards,�inspection�and�maintenance,�development�of�public�transport�
systems�– including�both�motorised and�non�motorised options�– and�transportation�demand�
management

� SACEP�became�a�partner�of�the�PCFV�in�2008�with�the�view�of�assisting�the�member�countries�to�
build�their�capacity�in�the�area�concerned

� For�the�1st time,�SACEP�participated�at�the�7th�Global�Partnership�Meeting�of�PCFV�in�April�2009�
which�was�fully�funded

� As�a�result,�SACEP�secured�funds�from�UNEP�to�organize�a�Capacity�Building�Regional�Workshop�
for�Senior�Officials�of�South�Asia�which�was�held�on�22�– 23�March�2010�at�Colombo,�Sri�Lanka.

� At�the�end�of�the�workshop,�there�were�a�number�of�recommendations�made�by�the�country�
representatives�for�SACEP�to�implement

� These�recommendations�were�considered�and�incorporated�to�the�work�programme of�2010�–
2011�and�also�incorporated�in�the�ministerial�statement�of�this�meeting
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8.�Environmentally�Sustainable�Transport�(EST)

� SACEP�and�the�United�Nations�Centre�for�Regional�Development�(UNCRD)�
signed�a�MoU�to�promote�Environmentally�Sustainable�Transport�in�South�Asia�in�
March�2008

� Under�the��MoU,�for�the�first�time,�SACEP�was�able�to�ensure�the�participation�of��
all�the�South�Asian�Countries�in�the�3rd�Environmentally�Sustainable�Transport�
Forum�held�in�Singapore�in�March�2008

� Since�then,�SACEP�and�its�member�states�are�participating�at�the�Regional�EST�
Forums�regularly

� At�the�last�EST�Forum�held�in�August�2010,�SACEP�proposed�to�the�UNCRD�to�
hold�National�EST�training�workshops�in�its�member�countries�followed�by�a�
Regional�Workshop�to�develop�a�Regional�Environmentally�Sustainable�
Transport�Strategy�and�Action�Plan�for�South�Asia

� Subsequently,�a�proposal�was�submitted�and�UNCRD�agreed�to�organize�a�
Regional�Training�Workshop�in�collaboration�with�SACEP�as�the�1st phase�and�in�
the�2nd Phase�to�assist�in�organizing�National�Level�Training�Programmes

9.�South�Asia�Wildlife�Enforcement�Network�(SAWEN)

� 10�GC�SACEP�decided�to�incorporate�combating�illegal�trade�in�wildlife�and�its�
products�in�South�Asian�Region�to�its�work�programme�with�a�view�to�strengthen�
CITES�enforcement�and�in�controlling�illegal�trade�in�wild�flora�and�fauna

� SACEP�signed�a�MoU�with�TRAFFIC�International�to�establish�a�Wildlife�Enforcement�
Network�for�the�South�Asian�Region

� SACEP�jointly�organized�the�first�Regional�Workshop�on�the�South�Asia�Wildlife�
Trade�Initiative�in�2008�in�Kathmandu,�Nepal�where�participants�agreed�to�the�
Establishment�of�a�South�Asia�Expert�Group�on�Wildlife�Trade�and�the�development�
of�a�South�Asia�Regional�Strategic�Plan�on�Wildlife�Trade�(2008�– 2013)

� The�11�GC�SACEP,�endorsed�the�Statement�on�South�Asia�Wildlife�Trade�Initiative�as�
the�‘South�Asia�Initiative�for�Combating�Illegal�Trade�in�Wildlife’,�and�unanimously�
adopted�it�as�the�“JAIPUR�DECLARATION”
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� � It�also�endorsed�the�establishment�of�the�South�Asia�Wildlife�
Enforcement�Network�(SAWEN)�and�the�South�Asia�Regional�Strategic�
Plan�on�Combating�Illegal�Wildlife�Trade�(2008�–2013)

� Accordingly,�SACEP sent�official�notifications�to�all�its�8�member�
countries�for�requesting�nominations�for�the�Expert�Group�and�one�
member�state�has�expressed�reservation

� Meantime,�Two�workshops�in�similar�line�with�the�proposed�SAWEN by�
SACEP;�Kathmandu�Global�Tiger�Workshop�in�October�2009�and�1st
Meeting�of�the�South�Asia�Experts�Group�on�Illegal�Wildlife�Trade�in�
March�2010�were�held�in�Kathmandu,�Nepal

� SACEP also�participated�at�both�workshops�as�an�observer�on�invitation�
of�the�Government�of�Nepal

10.�Project�Proposals�on�Environmental�Data�and������
Information�Management�Systems�and�Waste�
Management

� These�two�proposals�were�developed�under�a�MoU�signed�between�
UNEP�ROAP�and�SACEP

� 11�GC.SACEP�approved�them�as�future�programme�activities

� SACEP�forwarded�the�approved�project�proposals�to�UNEP�ROAP�
requesting�funds�for�implementation

� UNEP�informed�SACEP�that�as�an�initial�step,�funds�will�be�allocated�to�
hold�a�Regional�Workshop�on�Data�Information�Management�by�the�first�
quarter�of�2011
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11.�South�Asian�Seas�Programme�(SASP)

a)�UNEP/�EU�Funded�Project�on�MCPAs��in�Coral�Reef�
Ecosystems�in�South�Asia

Project�was�successfully�completed�in�December�2008�and�SACEP�Secretariat�is�
actively�searching�for�possible�donors�to�take�the�project�activities�forward

b)�Endorsement�for�the�Formal�Adoption�of�the�
Regional�Oil�and�Chemical�Pollution�Contingency�
Plan�for�South�Asia

Three�member�countries�have�already�signed�the�MoU�and�other�two�are�at�an�
advanced�stage�of�getting�cabinet�sanction

c)�Regional�Workshop�on�the�Implementation�&�
Enforcement�of�the�MARPOL�Convention�– October�
2009�– Malaysia

Workshop�was�held�in�Malaysia�in�October�2009�and�14�countries�including�the�
5�South�Asian�Seas�Countries�participated

d)�On�board�Training�Workshop�on�Marine�Resources�Sampling,�Data�
Collection�and�Interpretation�for�the�South�Asian�Seas

The�training�workshop�was�organized�in�collaboration�with�the�Ministry�of�Earth�
Sciences,�Government�of�India,�UNEP,��UN�Division�for�Ocean�Affairs�and�Law�of�Sea�
and�UNEP�GRID�Arendal�from�18�22�September�in�India�where�10�mid�level�managers�
from�the�five�SAS�countries�participated

e)�Regional�HNS�Operational�Level�Workshop,�May�2010

Workshop�was�organised�by�Ministry�of�Housing,�Transport�&�Environment,�Maldives,�
IMO�and�SACEP�/�SASP.�There�were�33�participants�from�countries�of�Southeast�and�
South�Asia.
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�f)�World�Ocean�Day�Activity�

SACEP�in�collaboration�with�Sri�Lanka�Tourist�Board�organised�a�mini�workshop�for�
their�officials�to�convey�the�message�on�the�importance�to�protect�and�conserve�
marine�environment�in�June�2009

g)�Blue�Flag�Beach�Certification�Programme�for�South�Asia

SACEP/SASP�in�collaboration�with�the�Foundation�for�Environmental�Education�
(FEE)�Denmark,�and�with�the�financial�support�of�UNEP�took�the�message�of�“A�
Clean�beach�– A�Tourist�Haven”�for�promoting�sustainable�tourism�in�the�SAS�region.
SACEP�organized�National�Workshops�in�4�countries�in�February�– March�2010�in�
collaboration�with�the�National�Focal�Points�of�SAS�Member�states

h)�International�Coastal�Clean�up�day

� Since�2008,�SACEP has�been�organizing�many�activities�to�commemorate�the�
International�Coastal�Cleanup�Day

� In�2009,�SACEP and�Indian�Coast�Guard�jointly�organized�the�event�in�Chennai,�
India

� This�year,�SACEP in�collaboration�with�US�Embassy�in�Colombo�and�Ministry�of�
Environment,�Government�of�Sri�Lanka�organized�a�beach�cleanup�programme in�
Negombo,�Sri�Lanka�in�which�more�than�500�school�children�participated

i)�30th�Annual�Symposium�on�Sea�Turtle�Biology�and�Conservation,�
24�� 29�April�2010�in�Goa,�India

SACEP was�a�co�partner�in�organizing�the�Symposium�in�collaboration�with�the�
International�Sea�Turtle�Society�and�the�Indian�institute�of�Science�in�Bangalore
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� 12.�Lecture�Series
SACEP�organized�a�series�of�lectures�by�eminent�experts�on�timely�topics.�
Three�such�lectures�were�held�at�the�SACEP�Secretariat�during�year�2009.
1. New�Initiatives�in�Marine�Environment�Protection�

By�Mr.�Ranjit Kularatne,�Former�Chairman,�Marine�Environment�Protection�
Authority,�Sri�Lanka

2. Climate�Change�Dialogues
By�Dr.�W.�L.�Sumathipala,�Director�� National�Ozone�Unit,�Ministry�
Environment�&�Natural�Resources,�Sri�Lanka

3. Fisheries�Governance�in�South�Asia
By�Prof.�Marten�Bavinck,�Director�� Marine�Science�Department,�University�
of�Amsterdam,�the�Netherlands

Status�of�Country�Contribution�from�2008�to�Oct�2010
Country Arrears upto 

Dec 2008
Agreed CC for 

2009
Received CC  

2009
Arrears upto 

Dec 2009
Agreed CC for 

2010
Received CC 

upto Aug 2010
Arrears upto 

Oct 10

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $

Bangladesh 21,300.00 21,300.00 21,300.00 21,300.00 21,300.00 42,600.00

Bhutan 3,555.00 3,555.00 7,110.00 0.00 3,555.00 3,555.00 0.00

India 68,971.00 31,850.00 58,935.00 41,886.00 31,850.00 450.00 73,286.00

Maldives 29,150.00 14,575.00 43,725.00 0.00 14,575.00 14,575.00 0.00

Nepal 24,150.00 8,050.00 32,200.00 8,050.00 40,250.00 0.00

Pakistan 45,966.89 31,850.00 31,810.00 46,006.89 31,850.00 31,889.35 45,967.54

Sri Lanka 16,220.00 16,220.00 16,277.00 16,163.00 16,220.00 32,383.00 0.00

Afghanistan
0.00 8,050.00 0.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 16,100.00

TOTAL 209,312.89 135,450.00 179,157.00 165,605.89 135,450.00 123,102.35 177,953.54
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Interest Earned Year 2005 US $ 237.52 

Fixed Deposit Interest Earned Year 2006 US $ 3,051.68 

Fixed Deposit Interest Earned Year 2007 US $ 28,009.92 

Fixed Deposit Interest Earned Year 2008 US $ 9,425.58 

Fixed Deposit Interest Earned Year 2009 US $ 13,436.09 

Fixed Deposit Interest Earned Year 2010 US $ 11,492.15 

Total Interest - SACEP CC US $ 65,652.94 

PROJECTS SANCTIONED FROM 2009 - 2010

Activity Donor Budget 

US $

Project Sanctioned by European Commission for the SACEP/ICRAN
Coral Reef Work in South Asia

European 
Commission 24,734.00 

MoU between UNEP  SACEP for UNEP’s Asian Tsunami Disaster Task 
Force UNEP 

5,000.00 

MoU between SACEP and UNEP, Regional Resource Centre for Asia 
and the Pacific (RRC-AP) / On Agreed Programme under Phase IV 

implementation of the Male’ Declaration   
UNEP-RRC-AP 

20,000.00 

Training Workshop on Marine Resources Sampling, Data Collection & 
Interpretation for the South Asian Seas,  India UNEP 

25,000.00 

Same as above Government of India -
In kind Contribution 80,000.00 

(Approx) 
National Workshops on Blue Flag Beach Certification Programme for 

South Asia UNEP 
10,000.00 

Regioanl  Workshop on Clean Fuels & Vehicles UNEP 
35,361.00 

MoU between SACEP and UNEP - ROAP / Assistance to conduct 12th

Meeting of the Governing Council  of SACEP UNEP 
15,000.00 

Funds received for Meeting/Conference participation - Year 2009 -
2010

From Donors 
(UNEP/World Bank) 26,909.73 

TOTAL
242,004.73 
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Implementation of Biodiversity related activities 

A. Capacity Building for National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP) Updating 

Biological diversity underpins ecosystem functioning and the provision of 
ecosystem services are essential for human well-being. It provides for food security, 
human health, the provision of clean air and water; contributes to local livelihoods 
and economic development and is essential for the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals, including poverty reduction. In addition it is a central 
component of many belief systems, worldviews and identities. Yet despite its 
fundamental importance, biodiversity continues to be lost. It is against this 
backdrop that the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, in 2010 in 
Nagoya, Japan, adopted the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 with the 
purpose of inspiring broad-based action in support of biodiversity over the next 
decade by all countries and stakeholders. In recognition of the urgent need for 
action the United Nations General Assembly has also declared 2011-2020 as the 
United Nations Decade for Biodiversity. 
 
As of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted at the CBD COP-10, 
Parties to the CBD have been requested to update their NBSAPs with the new Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets and Strategies. To support our member countries in this 
process, SACEP in collaboration with UNEP and World Conservation Monitoring 
Center (WCMC) successfully organized a capacity building workshop on 
“Indicators as part of NBSAP updating for South Asian countries”  from 16 to 
19 July 2012 in Colombo, Sri Lanka where two representatives of each SACEP 
member country were participated.  

(Workshop Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.01.b’)  
 
SACEP has developed its capacity in the areas of Indicators Development in 
Updating NBSAP and creating CHMs. We understand that all SACEP member 
countries are in the process of updating their NBSAPs. In this regard, funds are 
available from GEF for developing countries. 
 
SACEP would like to assist the member countries in updating NBSAP with 
necessary technical support for the development of indicators in the process of 
NBSAP updating. 
 
After completion of updating the NBSAPs by SACEP member countries, a Regional 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for South Asia will be prepared by SACEP 
taking consideration into the recommendations of NBSAPs of the member 
countries. 
 

B. Establishment of South Asia Regional Biodiversity Clearing House 
Mechanism (CHM) 

 
One of the globally significant wealth/resource that South Asia possesses is its rich 
biological diversity. Though this invaluable resource provides tremendous number 
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�of goods and services to the millions of local people and as well as global 
community, very little amount of funds are invested towards conservation of it. 
Hence, the condition of this resource is deteriorating day by day. Almost all 
remaining rich biological diversity belongs to developing countries and developed 
countries are the major uses of it. The issue of lack of capacity and technology with 
developing countries, for effective conservation and utilization of biodiversity is 
being discussed at various biodiversity related international forums and developed 
countries which are the major uses and inventors of technology are urged in 
assisting developing countries in this regard. 
 
The Conference of Parties (CoP) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
introduced Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) to promote and facilitate technical 
and scientific co-operation and the exchange of information on technology transfer 
and requested parties to develop their national CHMs. Further, it also requested 
regional organizations to develop regional CHMs. 
 
At the CoP10 held in Nagoya, Japan, CHM was integrated into the process of 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). In paragraph 2 (a) of 
decision X/15 on the CHM, the Conference of the Parties encouraged Parties to 
continue to take necessary steps to establish, strengthen, and ensure the 
sustainability of national Clearing House Mechanisms. CHM goal 2 also state that 
national Clearing House Mechanisms should provide effective information services 
to facilitate the implementation of the national biodiversity strategies and action 
plans. 
 
SACEP prepared a project proposal to establish a regional CHM for South Asia. The 
proposal was presented to the 10 GC-SACEP and the decision adopted was;  
 

‘The GC agreed in principle to establish a regional Biodiversity CHM in SACEP. 
However it noted that except for one country none of the other countries had 
developed National CHMs and it will be beneficial to develop national CHMs in 
close coordination with the regional CHM. Therefore the proposal should be 
amended accordingly to incorporate the country needs.’ 

 
As per the above decision, the proposal was amended and submitted to the 11 GC-
SACEP for adoption. The 11 GC-SACEP adopted the proposal and suggested; 
 
a) Assist member countries of South Asia to build capacity to develop and 

maintain National CHMs 

b) Assist member countries to develop and maintain National CHMs 

c) Develop a regional CHM that meets the needs of the region, links together 
the national CHMs and provides a forum for promoting regional scientific 
and technical cooperation 

 
It also decided that activity (c ) should be taken up only after completion of 
(a) and (b) when implementing the project. 

 
The proposal was submitted to selected donor agencies to seek possible funding 
support. So far, no funding assurance is granted. 
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� In order to take the proposal forward, SACEP, in collaboration with the Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Wildlife Institute of India 
organized a Sub-regional Capacity-Building Workshop for South Asia on 
Clearing-House Mechanism in Dehradun, India from 12 - 16 December 2011 with 
the generous support of the Governments of Japan and Belgium.  The objective of 
the workshop was to build capacity and provide guidance on how to establish and 
sustain effective national clearing-house mechanisms, in line with decision X/15 of 
CBD CoP-10 and in support of the NBSAPs.  The workshop also discussed possible 
avenues for taking forward the proposal of establishment of a sub-regional 
Clearing-house Mechanism for SACEP member countries and to facilitate co-
operation among them. 
(Workshop Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.01.a’)  

 
 
Recently, SACEP submitted a proposal to Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem 
(BoBLME) Project seeking funds to establish the regional CHM and received positive 
response. 
 
Member countries of SACEP are in the process of updating their NBSAPs with the 
financial assistance from GEF and development of the National CHMs are also a 
part of it; countries are requested to :- 
 

a) Make use of the opportunity and utilize a part of the GEF funds available for 
NBSAP updating to create the own National CHMs 

b) Contribute a small amount of funds from the secured fund for NBSAP 
updating towards creating of Regional CHM which will use as co-funding, as 
BoBLME will provide part of the funding need. 

 
 

C. 11th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 11) of the 
Convention on Biodiversity Convention, 1 - 19 October 2012, 
Hyderabad, India 

 
The 12 GC-SACEP adopted a decision; ‘SACEP’s collaboration with government of 
India was requested as India is hosting CBD CoP11’ under the activity of Capacity 
building for the CHM of CBD in South Asia. 
 
Sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 
(CoP-MOP-6) to the Cartagena Protocol on Biodiversity and the 11th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties (CoP-11) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
was held in Hyderabad, India from 1 – 19 October 2012. 
 
SACEP organized a side event on “Challenges to Biodiversity of South Asia and 
Aichi Targets”, on 18 October 2012. Hon’ Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, Minister of 
Environment, Government of Sri Lanka and the Chairman of the 12th Governing 
Council of SACEP was the Chief Guest and Hon’ Dr. Mariyam Shakeela, Minister of 
Environment and Energy, Republic of Maldives participated as the Guest of 
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�Honour.  Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka made country 
presentations at this event.  On behalf of SACEP the Director General made a 
presentation which was followed by a questions and answers session.  
 
SACEP also organized an Exhibition Stall at the venue of CoP-MOP-6 and CoP-11 of 
the CBD from 1 to 19 October 2012 in Hyderabad. During the period, a vast 
number of Delegates and others visited the SACEP stall which included government 
officials, representatives of various organizations and students from schools, 
universities and other education institutes. SACEP publications and Information 
DVDs were distributed to the visitors. 
 
 
It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat :   
 

a) to assist the member countries in updating NBSAP with necessary technical 
support for the development of indicators in the process of NBSAP updating. 

  
b) to prepare  a Regional Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for South Asia, 

taking consideration into the recommendations of NBSAPs of the member 
countries.  

 
The National Focal Points are requested:   
 

a) To make use of the opportunity and utilize a part of the GEF funds available 
for NBSAP updating, to create their own National CHMs  

 
b) To contribute a small amount of funds from the secured fund for NBSAP 

updating towards creating of Regional CHM which will be used as co-funding, 
as BoBLME will provide apart of the funding needed.  
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�Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) in South Asia 

Since 2005, successive Governing Councils of SACEP recommended Waste 
Management as one of the four broader thematic areas of concerned when 
preparing SACEP’s work plan. It is well understood that in the context of waste 
management, concepts of Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) can play 
a major role.  

SWITCH-Asia is a project funded by the European Union (EU) aimed at promoting 
Sustainable Consumption and Production across the Asian region covering the 
period 2007 – 2013. It works with both producers and consumers on the ground as 
well as at the policy-making levels in formulating and implementing of SCP-related 
policies. Overall, SWITCH-Asia aims to promote sustainable growth and contribute 
to economic prosperity and poverty reduction in Asia. At the same time it is 
mitigating climate change in targeted countries. This is to be achieved through 
improved understanding and strengthened co-operation between Europe and Asia.  

Within South Asia, it intends assisting Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in 
adopting Sustainable Consumption and Production practices and by mobilizing the 
private sector, retailers, producer and consumer organizations and groups as well 
as the relevant public sector authorities. Under this project, UNEP is responsible 
for the Policy Support Component (PSC), working towards incorporation of SCP into 
national and regional policies.  

SACEP in collaboration with UNEP organized a SWITCH-Asia PSC Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Training of Trainers workshop. The three days 
Training workshop was held from 30 October – 1 November 2012, in Negombo, Sri 
Lanka and brought together 25 policy makers from 7 countries. 

The objective of the training was to build the capacity of policy makers across the 
South Asian region, in designing and implementing policies that support SCP and a 
Green Economy. The training covered the fundamentals of SCP policy, identifying 
key sectors for policy reform, while highlighting case studies and best practices 
across the Asia-Pacific region. The programme introduced the SCP Policy Cycle and 
focused on thematic SCP policy options and opportunities. 

Experts/resource persons delivered the training and facilitated the workshop on 
the fundamentals of SCP, the SCP policy cycle and identified thematic 
opportunities for SCP policy development. The training was delivered as a Training 
of Trainers. Participants were provided with all the material, along with a guide for 
trainer’s booklet, to enable them to facilitate further training within their own 
countries. The training was a result of an extensive capacity building needs 
assessment conducted in 2011-2012, under the SWITCH-Asia PSC. 

(Workshop Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.02’)  
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�SACEP is working towards taking this step forward to develop a regional forum 
where all member countries can share their experiences and strengths in this area. 
This will facilitate to development of a regional strategy in future. 

 

It is recommended that SACEP Secretariat to:   

a) develop a regional forum where all member countries can share their 
experiences and strengths in this area.   

b) develop a regional strategy on Sustainable Consumption and Production.  
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�International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local 
Authorities ( IPLA ) 

Since 2005, with the recommendation No.9.2.2 of 9 GC-SACEP, Waste 
Management is one of the priority areas of SACEP’s work plan. In March 2008 
SACEP signed a MoU with United Nations Centre for Regional Development 
(UNCRD) to promote Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) in South Asia, 
collaboratively. 

Strengthening further the collaboration with UNCRD, SACEP became the Sub –
regional secretariat for International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management 
Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) in South Asia which is also an initiative of 
UNCRD.  

IPLA is a dynamic knowledge platform as well as a decentralized network 
established by United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) to 
address the needs of Local Authorities in achieving sustainable waste 
management. IPLA was launched at the Nineteenth session of the United Nations 
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-19) held in New York in May 2011.  

The objective of IPLA is to enable local authorities (LAs) to expand their waste 
management services by accelerating the uptake of waste-related infrastructure 
and services at various stages of waste management through promotion and 
facilitation of meaningful collaboration with a wide range of partners such as 
governments, business and financial sector, and civil society.  

Its mission is to share knowledge, communicate across national boundaries, and 
work to spread best practices in order to accelerate the uptake of waste-related 
infrastructure and services at various stages of waste management such as 
avoidance, prevention, minimization, segregation, collection, transport, recycling, 
recovery, reuse treatment, and disposal.  

IPLA is supported by global, regional, and sub-regional Secretariats. UNCRD is 
serving as the Global Secretariat and the sub-regional secretariats are designated 
to address waste management issues in their respective regions, strengthen 
regional networks and partnership, and respond to specific and emerging 
challenges faced by municipalities in each region. 

At the IPLA Global Forum 2012 on Empowering Municipalities in Building a Zero 
Waste Society - A Vision for the post-Rio+20 Sustainable Urban Development 
SACEP made a presentation on the current status of Waste Management in South 
Asia. 

The participants of the forum endorsed the idea of launching an IPLA Award for 
best performing municipalities in advancing zero waste policies and programmes.  
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�As the Sub Regional Secretariat for South Asia, SACEP assisted IPLA in identifying 
two higher level participants from South Asia Region to attend the IPLA Global 
Forum 2013. 

SACEP is in continuous dialog with UNCRD, seeking the possibilities of having 
IPLA forums and activities in South Asia in the future.  

SACEP encourage its member countries to become awardees of the IPLA by 
implementing the Zero Waste Policy at Local Authority levels. 
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�Environmental Data and Information Management System for South Asia 

The 9 GC-SACEP held in August 2005 in Thimphu, Bhutan identified Data and 
Information Management as one of the key areas concerned in the region. SACEP 
Secretariat prepared a detailed project proposal to establish an Environmental Data 
and Information System for South Asia and was approved by the 11 GC-SACEP 
held in May 2008 in Jaipur, India.  

UNEP was requested to support for the implementation of the proposal at the 12 
GC-SACEP held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in November 2010. 

As an initial step, SACEP in collaboration with UNEP organized a two day Inception 
and Training Workshop on Establishment of Environmental Data and Information 
Management System for South Asia from 9 – 10 February 2012 in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. UNEP extended financial assistance to organize the workshop and 27 
participants including two delegates from each member country of SACEP, 
Resource Persons, officials of UNEP and SACEP participated.  

(Workshop Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.04a’)  
 

As recommended by the above workshop, a Need Assessment Study has been 
entrusted with the Development Alternatives, India which is funded by UNEP and 
the first draft has been circulated among the member countries for their comments 
on 6th June 2013 with the request of submission of comments by 30th June 2013. 
So far, three countries have responded with their comments / suggestions to 
improve the Need Assessment Report. 

(Draft Need Assessment Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – 
Item 6.1.04b’)  

 
 

SACEP is in continuous dialog with UNEP to secure funding to implement the 
project. As per the request of UNEP, SACEP has submitted a revised budget 
amounting to US $ 1 million, in January 2013 for establishment of the Data 
Information System for South Asia. 

 

a) It is requested that the SACEP Secretariat to implement the project as soon 
as possible and UNEP to expedite the process of providing the funds  

 

b) The National Focal Points are requested to come prepared with actions 
taken and the progress  
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� 

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely 
Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia. 

The Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its likely 
Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia was adopted in 1998 by the Ministers of the 
Environment at the 7 GC-SACEP in Male, Republic of Maldives to cope with the 
issue of transboundery air pollution in South Asia. It is the only Inter–government 
environmental agreement covering all the countries of South Asia. Participating 
countries to the above are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  

Based on the declaration at the 7GC-SACEP a project was initiated to promote the 
establishment of a scientific base for prevention and control of transboundary air 
pollution in South Asia to encourage and facilitate coordinated interventions of all 
the stakeholders on trans-boundary and shared air pollution problems at national 
and regional levels. 

The project was initially funded by the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA) as part of the Regional Air Pollution in Developing 
countries (RAPIDC) programme. The implementation of the Malé Declaration was 
envisaged to be in phases, and Phase I, II and III were implemented successfully. 
During the last 14 years of implementation, network of policy makers and 
stakeholders, network Monitoring and Impact Assessment have been established. 
Also completed several impact assessment studies and communicated to policy 
makers and stakeholders, and initiated policy measures to control emissions of air 
pollutants under these phases. 

The implementation of the Phase IV of the Malé Declaration was successfully 
completed in 2013 . Under implementation of Phase IV the member countries were 
assisted to strengthen the regional co-operation and monitoring, enhanced the 
impact assessment capacity of the national institutions, and also strengthened the 
initiatives started in the first three phases. 

The proposal for Phase V (2014-2016) aims to promote policy measures to control 
emissions of air pollution including short-lived climate forces in South Asia and to 
ensure the sustainability and ownership of the Malé Declaration in the region. This 
would be done through the intergovernmental meetings, stakeholders networks, 
intergovernmental task forces etc. The draft plan for Phase V was presented to both 
Task Force on Future Development (TFFD3) and to the recently held 13th 
Intergovernmental Meeting of Malé Declaration held in Dhaka, Bangladesh in May, 
2013. 
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� The following are the proposed activities for Phase V implementation 

� Develop source specific protocols and guidance to control emissions of air 
pollutants 

� Strengthening the impact assessments (Health/Crop/Corrosion) 

� Convene meetings of the Task Force on Future Development of Malé 
Declaration to discuss the future development of Malé Declaration including 
the source specific protocols and guidelines, 

� Convene Intergovernmental Meetings to review the progress and make 
decisions on further implementation including the source specific protocols 
and guidelines 

� Convene stakeholders meetings to consult on the Implementation of Malé 
Declaration including the source specific protocols and guidelines. 

� Implementation on the activities of the regional technical centers and enable 
them to conduct studies and communicate the results to policy makers and 
stakeholders 

� Conduct awareness programmes among policy makers, stakeholders, and 
youths 

Further, during the phase V, depending on availability of funding, activities on 
Malé Declaration will be prioritized in consultation with the member countries.  

 

National Focal Points to provide relevant data and information to SACEP 
Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive proposal to obtain funds to 
strengthen regional centres. 
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Brief on the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution 
and its likely and Transboundary Effects for South Asia 

Transboundary air pollution monitoring network under the 

Malé Declaration 

 

 
 
 
Background: 
 
With increasing urbanisation and economic growth, and having a 
quarter of the world’s population, air pollution is an increasing 
concern in South Asian countries. Understanding the 
environmental impacts that may be created due to Air Pollution and 
transboundery effects, the Governing Council of South Asia Co-
operative Environment Programme (SACEP) agreed on a joint 
programme of work. This initiative led to the adoption of the ‘Malé 
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its 
Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia (MD)’ at the Seventh 
Governing Council meeting of SACEP held in Male, Maldives in 
April 1998. Together with UNEP, this initiative was funded by the 
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) as 
part of the Regional Air Pollution in Developing Countries 
(RAPIDC) programme. It is the only inter-governmental agreement of its kind covering the eight countries involved and 
the participating countries in this programme are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. Country Governments nominated National Implementing Agencies (NIAs) for the implementation of the MD. 
UNEP RRC.AP hosts the Secretariat. The implementation is now in Phase IV. 
 
 
Phase I: 1999-2001 
 
An intergovernmental network was established which governs the MD activities. After Phase I, all the participating 
countries completed baseline studies and action plans. The baseline studies provided valuable information on air pollution 
management programmes in the participating countries and clearly identified the gaps in the existing monitoring systems 
to understand transboundary air pollution. 
 
 
Phase II: 2001-2004 
 
A capacity building programme was initiated in Phase II which included strengthening the monitoring network and 
training. National and regional level stakeholders’ consultations were also held during this phase. With the completion of 
Phase II, all the participating countries had established one transboundary air pollution monitoring station and the required 
skilled manpower to do the monitoring. Also, the institutional structure was developed and local capacities in monitoring 
local and transboundary air pollution had been increased. Phase II had also helped in developing a common methodology, 
to train technical staff, strengthen monitoring stations and establish scientific and stakeholder networks. 
 
 
Phase III: 2005-2008 
 
Phase III implementation continued the capacity building for monitoring initiated during Phase II. In addition, capacity 
building for impact assessment and prevention of air pollution was also initiated. The regional network development was 
strengthened in a number of ways. During Phase III four Intergovernmental Meetings and four Regional Stakeholders 
cum Regional Coordination meetings and national stakeholder meetings of the MD took place. Capacity on monitoring 
programme was strengthened though regular regional and national training programme and others activities. A passive 
sampler Inter-comparison programme and two inter laboratory comparison programmes were conducted for quality 
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assurance and control.Monitoring of ozone O3 was included as an additional parameter.    The emission inventory manual 
and workbook were continuously improved during Phase III.  
 
An epidemiological study looking into the impacts of particulate matter on asthmatic schoolchildren was successfully 
undertaken in Bangladesh. The studies and different training workshops on air pollution impact assessment on crops, 
health, corrosion and rapid urban assessment  also presented opportunities for both technical people and policy makers 
from the ministries to meet hence strengthening the regional and intergovernmental cooperation. Three publications 
“Past, Present and Future of Malé Declaration; “Good Practices on Prevention and Control of Air Pollution: A 
Compendium” and “Youth for Clean Air Compendium” were published. An interactive “Youth for Clean Air” CD for 
youth which contains 4 modules on understanding atmospheric emissions, their sources, impacts and measures to reduce 
the atmospheric emissions was developed. Bangladesh NIA developed a DVD on “No to Air Pollution, it’s Time to Go 
Healthy” as a part of the public awareness campaign.  In addition, the countries and their representatives were kept 
updated through the quarterly newsletters and the development of MD brochures.    
 
 
Phase IV 2010-2013 
 

Phase IV continued to assist the member countries enhance their regional cooperation, monitoring, impact assessment; 
strengthen the initiatives started in the first three phases and to initiate new ones. The implementation followed the 
institutional arrangement of the MD, which was adopted in IG8 Meeting. A Task Force on Future Development (Task 
Force) of the MD was established to consider important aspects of the expanding network such as the development of  
regional technical centres;  development  of a regional framework agreement between countries regarding atmospheric 
emissions of air pollutants; and establishment of  a Sustainable Financing Mechanism for the MD. The First Meeting of 
the Task Force held on 2-3 August 2010 in Thailand, agreed that 1) a mechanism for sustainable financing to be 
developed; 2) a feasibility study on establishing regional centers to be conducted; and 3) a feasibility report on 
strengthening the regional framework on air pollution reduction in South Asia to be  conducted. Progress on the above 
were  reviewed and discussed during the 2nd  Meeting of the Task Force which was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 29-30 
November 2010.  The Third meeting of the Task Force was held in August 2012 in Chonburi, Thailand.  
 

During the Phase IV , NIAs continued the operation of the monitoring sites through addition of 4 new sites in India and 
one new site in Iran. The 9th Refresher Training on Monitoring Transboundery Air Pollution was held in, New Delhi India 
in 2012, to provide hands-on training on the use of different monitoring and laboratory equipment and enhanced 
knowledge on quality assurance / quality control aspects. A workshop on Health Impact Assessment was held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh in January 2012 and A National “Youth for Clean Air Awareness Workshop” was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
and the Regional Workshop on “Youth for Clean Air “ was held in February 2012 in Ahmedabad, India. 

The 5th Training on Emission Inventory and the National Training on Emission Inventory of the Male' Declaration on 
Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia (Male' Declaration) was held 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka in May 2012. 

And the Seventh Regional Stake-Holders Meeting cum Coordination Meeting (RSC7) and the Thirteenth Session of the 
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) of the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its Likely 
Transboundary Effects for South Asia was held in May 2013 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. At the meeting the Draft Plan for 
Phase V was presented.   
 
Phase V 2014- 2016 
 
Phase V (2014-2016) aims to promote policy measures to control emissions of air pollution including short-lived climate 
forces in South Asia and to ensure the sustainability and ownership of the Male Declaration in the region. This would be 
done through the intergovernmental meetings, stakeholder’s networks, intergovernmental task forces etc.   
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The following activities will be implemented in Phase V 

� Develop source specific protocols and guidance to control emissions of air pollutants 

� Strengthening the impact assessments (Health/Crop/Corrosion) 

� Convene meetings of the Task Force on Future Development of Male Declaration to discuss the future 
development of Male Declaration including the source specific protocols and guidelines, 

� Convene Intergovernmental Meetings to review the progress and make decisions on further implementation 
including the source specific protocols and guidelines 

� Convene stakeholders meetings to consult on the Implementation of Male Declaration including the source 
specific protocols and guidelines. 

� Implementation on the activities of the regional technical centers and enable them to conduct studies and 
communicate the results to policy makers and stakeholders 

� Conduct awareness programmes among policy makers, stakeholders, and youths 

 
 
 
Independent Evaluation 
 
In 2013, an independent evaluation was conducted on the implementation of the Malé Declaration. Following is the 
summery of the evaluation on the implementation of the Malé Declaration over a period of 1998-2012 
 
Malé Declaration by its evolution path had been serving the purpose of providing the lead at regional level to address the 
transboundary issue of air pollution in South Asia and hence need to continue in future.  
 
Malé Declaration over its four phases has instated good and workable institutional mechanism for its implementation. 
While the choice of NIAs and NFPs is apt for the said purpose, this initiative has received an “add-on module/project” 
treatment from the respective NFP/NIA. This perhaps hindered the process of integration of the same with the national 
air quality programmes. Therefore, to be successful, Malé Declaration has to further penetrate the national programme of 
air pollution monitoring and control. While the existing NIAs/NFPs could continue to implement Malé Declaration, there 
should be a dedicated division (Malé Declaration Division) in the respective NIA. Malé Declaration, in its future years 
should focus on such institutionalization process.  
 
Another important focus of Malé Declaration in the years to come could be development of regional synergies and 
identification of strategies that need to be implemented by individual countries but with a concerted regional perspective. 
Such activities require a more catalyzing role from the secretariat and accordingly the Malé Secretariat should augment 
their capabilities.  
 
Consistent, comparable and rich data on air quality in South Asia under Malé Declaration is still to be achieved completely. 
Such data is indispensable to establish the fact that transboundary air pollution exist in this region. Hence, capacity 
building programme on monitoring should be continued with the focus on improvement of data quality and also conduct 
studies/analysis to establish the existence of transboundary air pollution in the region.  
 
Dependency of participating countries on Malé Secretariat for the management and maintenance of the monitoring sites 
coupled with “non-ownership syndrome” is a concern for the success of establishing quality air pollution monitoring 
program. It is recommended that the participating countries should be made more responsible for the maintenance of the 
Malé Declaration site and to establish more sites. It is recommended that measures to ensure ownership among NIA be in 
place in the next phase of the Declaration.  
 
After spending fourteen years in creating regional cooperation for the control of transboundary air pollution, Malé 
Declaration is not as greatly successful in bringing out initiatives in the region which are “regional” in character. Therefore, 
the next phase of Malé Declaration should aim to create synergy and combined action plan between nations in fighting the 
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 Malé Declaration/Air Pollution   November 2013                    AIT-UNEP RRC.AP 

transboundary air pollution and its impacts. Role of SEI also need to be enhanced in order to achieve such meaningful 
outcomes. As a logical continuation, Malé Declaration in its future years may focus more on mitigation strategies which are 
based on regional cooperation.  
 
For such definitive regional and integrated action plan it is necessary to develop a legally binding framework. Deliberations 
on such a framework have been initiated in Phase IV and the same has to continue further into the next phase with an aim 
of institutionalizing them.  
 
Malé Declaration should try for such a financial inclusion of Malé Declaration activities in the respective country’s annual 
environmental plans. Public private partnerships may be attempted in order to have long term sustainability.  
 
In a nutshell: As in the case of Climate Change, this problem of trans-boundary air pollution also needs response strategies 
which are “Inter-governmental” in nature and needs significant cooperation among the source and receptor States. Malé 
Declaration, for the past fourteen years has been largely successful in instating the needed mechanism and bringing such 
coordination. There are few gaps that need to be addressed and also some larger operatives to be brought in such as 
“regional agreement” to address the trans-boundary air pollution. It is also important to have a macro-level assessment, 
inclusively of such a treaty in order to protect the individual and collective interests of the participating countries. 
Therefore, it is very important to build on these foundations created by Malé Declaration in order to fulfill the objective of 
controlling air pollution and its transboundary effects in South Asia. It is highly recommended that Malé Declaration 
should continue and help the region fight this trans-boundary problem causing serious health and economic losses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For more information see Male website: www.rrcap.unep.org/male 
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�South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) 
 

South Asia Region covers an area of approximately 42,916,000 km2 and is home to 

a diverse network of natural ecosystems and varied biodiversity. Because of this 

richness in biodiversity, South Asia has been one of the prime targets of 

internationally organized wildlife crime networks.  Illegal wildlife trade is a form of 

trans-national organized crime that threatens many iconic species across the 

world. Apart from key species such as tigers, elephants and rhinos, there are a 

variety of medicinal plants, timber, marine species, birds and reptiles that are 

threatened by illegal exploitation and trafficking in this Region. To curb this 

ongoing trend, it became necessary that the existing conservation measures and 

enforcement strategies are reinforced through regional co-operation. 

 

Decision No.9.3 of  10 GC-SACEP recommended to incorporate combating illegal 

trade in wildlife and its products in South Asian Region to the Work Programme of 

SACEP with a view to strengthen CITES enforcement and in controlling illegal trade 

in wild flora and fauna. To take this decision forward, SACEP signed a MoU with 

TRAFFIC International to establish a Wildlife Enforcement Network for the South 

Asian Region in July 2007. 

 

The First Regional Workshop on the South Asia Wildlife Trade Initiative was held in 

Kathmandu, Nepal from 31st January – 1st February 2008. The workshop 

participants agreed to a series of joint actions including the establishment of a 

South Asia Expert Group on Wildlife Trade. 

  

The 11 GC-SACEP, held on 22nd May 2008 in Jaipur, India, endorsed the 

Statement on South Asia Wildlife Trade Initiative as the ‘South Asia Initiative for 

Combating Illegal Trade in Wildlife’, and unanimously adopted it as the “JAIPUR 

DECLARATION” and also endorsed the establishment of the South Asia Wildlife 

Enforcement Network (SAWEN).  

 

Although the SAWEN was supposed to be established under SACEP, in year 2011 it 

was launched as an independent entity and is based in Kathmandu, Nepal.  On the 

invitation of government of Sri Lanka, SACEP agreed to co-organize the 1st meeting 
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�of SAWEN in collaboration with government of Sri Lanka and TRAFFIC 

International which was held in June 2012 in Sri Lanka. 

(Draft Workshop Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – 
Item 6.1.06’)  

 

The possibility of obtaining World Bank IDA project funding was recommended for 

SAWEN’s future activities and  it was recommended for SACEP to be the facilitator 

for channeling the funds.  SACEP will facilitate this process within the financial 

Rules & Regulations of SACEP.  

 

If the World Bank proposal is accepted, SACEP Secretariat requested to 

facilitate as suggested. 
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�Establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for South Asia 

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and their Disposal was ratified by 35 countries and entering into force on 5 
May 1992.  At present 180 Parties have ratified the Convention. The main objective 
of the Basel Convention is to regulate the transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and to minimize the generation of such wastes thus reducing its harmful 
impact on human health and environment. 

Article 14 of the Convention provides for setting up of the Regional or Sub-regional 
Centres for Training and Technology Transfer on the management of hazardous 
wastes and minimization in their generation. These Centres are intended to cater to 
the specific needs of the regions for the implementation of the provisions of the 
Basel Convention. 

SACEP, with the help of its member countries was able to get the decision at the 
CoP8 of the Basel Convention to establish a Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
South Asia at the SACEP Secretariat (Annex I).  

The 10 GC-SACEP agreed for the SACEP Secretariat, based in Colombo, Sri Lanka 
to host the Basel Convention Regional Centre for South Asia. 

As per the CoP decision VIII/3 of the Basel Convention, SACEP prepared a detailed 
proposal (Annex II) and a report of the feasibility study (Annex III - Refer 
enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.07)  and submitted to the 
Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) of the Basel Convention at its sixth meeting 
held from 3 - 7 September 2007. As Government of India acceded at the 10GC-
SACEP to deputize its experts on various fields on specific requests made by SACEP 
for better programme establishment, the Ministry of Environment and Forest,  
Government of India was kind enough to provide the services of its expert to 
prepare the two documents.   

It was discussed at the OEWG meeting and many countries including SACEP 
member countries as well as European Union supported the proposal, whereas 
Government of Russia kept a reservation saying that there are many BCRCs 
already established. SACEP countered the argument and said that South Asia has 
its unique problems of managing hazardous waste and the region is having one 
fifth of world’s population. BCRC at Iran also raised some concerns regarding the 
participating countries.   

The OEWG of the Basel Convention at its 6th meeting agreed to review both the 
detailed proposal and the feasibility study report and put up to the CoP9 of the 
Basel Convention which was held on June 2008 for its consideration (Annex IV). 
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�After the OEWG meeting, SACEP has communicated with the concerned parties 
who raised some concerns at the OEWG meeting and received replies from two 
BCRCs, Iran (Annex V) and Indonesia (Annex VI).  

The 11 GC-SACEP adopted the following decision on establishment of Basel 
Convention Regional Centre for South Asia at the SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. 

‘We the members of the 11th meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP and 
the Environment Ministers of the South Asian countries fully support to the 
establishment of Basel Convention Regional Centre for South Asia at the 
SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, Sri Lanka and decided that all South Asian 
countries are members of the Centre as decided by the 10th Governing 
Council.’ 

The CoP 9 of the Basel Convention held in June 2008, by its decision IX/5, 
requested SACEP to enter into consultations with the host countries of the Basel 
Convention regional and coordinating centres in China, Indonesia, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation, and also with the related members 
served by the centres, in order to define the relationship of the proposed centre 
with the others and its comparative advantage; to update the proposal in the light 
of the outcome of these consultations and of new information provided in relation 
to the outstanding issues; and submit an updated proposal to the 7th OEWG of 
Basel Convention Annex VII.  

As directed by the CoP 9 of the Basel Convention, SACEP submitted an updated 
proposal for establishment of a Regional Centre for South Asia, to be located in 
SACEP Secretariat, Colombo, Sri Lanka. The updated proposal was taken into 
discussion at the 7th OEWG meeting held from 10 – 14 May 2010.  

The issue regarding the overlap with the Iranian Centre was raised and as there 
was no Iranian delegation, the permanent Representative of Iran to the UN 
suggested both parties to have more deliberations in this regard. 

As several attempts to contact either BCRC Tehran or Basel Convention Focal Point 
of Iran failed, on the advice of 119 Consultative Committee, SACEP made 
negotiations through the Embassy of Iran in Sri Lanka without taking a mission to 
Iran for this purpose. Those attempts also failed and finally SACEP delegation met 
the Iranian delegation at the Ordinary and Simultaneous Extraordinary Meetings of 
the Conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 
which was held from 28 April - 10 May 2013 in Geneva, Switzerland where Iranian 
delegation said that they are not willing to discuss the matter. 

Since 2008, synergies between chemical related International Conventions are 
being discussed and it is now being implemented at the CoP level of the Basel, 
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. By going beyond the synergies at the CoP 
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�level, it applied to the Regional Centers as well. Most of the previously established 
BCRCs are now working as regional centers for Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions. 

It is understood that a Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for South Asia has 
been established in India. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-
National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (CSIR-NEERI) was 
nominated to serve as Stockholm Convention Regional Centre in September 2010 
and was endorsed in 2011 as the regional or subregional centre for capacity 
building and the transfer of technology by CoP 5 of Stockholm Convention for four 
years. 

 

Considering the above developments carefully, it is recommended that the 
continuation of the Agenda Item on Establishment of Basel Convention 
Regional Centre for South Asia in SACEP work programme is no longer 
necessary and to be removed from this meeting onwards. 

 

Annexes are available in the digital Report of 13GC-SACEP 
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�Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) 
 

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) is an initiative of United Nations 

Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) introduced as a remedy for the urban 

transport problem in the Asian Region in collaboration with the Ministry of the 

Environment, Japan in 2004. 

 

SACEP jointed the initiative in March 2008 by signed of a MoU with UNCRD to 

promote Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) in South Asia. 

 

As a result of the MoU, since the Third Meeting of the Regional EST Forum held 

from 17 - 19 March 2008 in Singapore, SACEP member countries have been 

participating annually at the EST forums.  The 7th Meeting of the Regional EST 

Forum in Asia was held in Bali, Indonesia from 23-25 April 2013. 

 

SACEP in collaboration with UNCRD, the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation 

(AMC), and Ministry of Environment of the Government of Japan (MOE-Japan) 

organized a Sub-Regional EST Training Workshop-cum-Policy Dialogue in South 

Asia, from 26 - 28 August 2011 in Ahmedabad, India.  This workshop was attended 

by participants from the Ministry of Environment of SACEP member countries 

along with officials from the Ministry of Transport/Urban Development, resource 

persons, representatives from various   international organizations, and local 

observers from Ahmadabad, India 

 

The 8th Meeting of the Regional EST Forum will be held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 

October 2014 in together with the Better Air Quality Conference 2014.  

 

SACEP would be supporting Government of Sri Lanka in organizing the event. 
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�Better Air Quality (BAQ) Conference 
 

The BAQ conference is a leading event on air quality in Asia, covering transport, 
energy, industry and climate change, with a particular emphasis on government 
policies and measures.  It has become a major regional event through the efforts of 
the Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities Center (CAI-Asia) and its partners. The BAQ 
2012 was held in December 2012 in Hong Kong.     
 
At the 7th Regional EST Forum held in Bali, Indonesia, in April 2013, Clean Air Asia 
announced that the Better Air Quality 2014 (BAQ 2014) Conference would also be 
held back to back with the 8th Regional EST Forum.  
 
SACEP will be presenting the work initiated on Air Quality by its member countries 
during BAQ 2014. 
 
 
National Focal Points to communicate with SACEP Secretariat regarding 
presentation of country experiences and best practices during the 
conference. 
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�South Asia position paper to reflect the post Rio +20 challenges related to 
environment sustainability (e.g. green economy, energy, water and sanitation 
etc.). 

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (RIO+20), was held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 20 – 22 June 2012. 

As a follow-up of the outcome of the above, South Asia position paper is prepared 
to reflect the post Rio+20 challenges related to environment and climate change 
(e.g. green economy, energy, water and sanitation).  The Position Paper is aimed at 
supporting the incorporation of Rio+20 related environment and climate change 
issues in South Asia sub-region post-2015 development agenda consultation 
processes. The objective of the post-2015 consultations is to garner inputs and 
ideas for a shared global vision of "The Future We Want". 

The consultations in South Asia is expected strengthened by the provision of sound 
analysis on the Rio+20 priority outcomes related to environment and climate 
change issues. In addition, the South Asia Position Paper is expected to raise 
awareness of the key challenges related to implementing the Rio+20 environment 
and climate change related outcomes. 

A Draft Report was prepared by a consultant (Development Alternatives, India) and 
the consultation workshop was organized by Development Alternatives with the 
overall guidance and support from SACEP and UNEP. The workshop was held in 
Kathmandu on 30th May 2013. The objective of the consultation was to share and 
review the 1st draft of the Post Rio+20 South Asia Developmental Agenda with the 
member countries of South Asia including SAARC, UNEP & SACEP and to 
incorporate the comments and inputs for improvement of the report.   

SACEP has received the Second Draft and sent to the member countries for 
acceptance.  

(Second Draft Report – Refer enclosed CD titled ‘Publications of SACEP – Item 6.1.10’)  
 

National Focal Points to send the feed back on the Second Draft Report to 
SACEP Secretariat. 
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�South Asian Regional Strategy on Mercury and associated impacts focusing on 
Health Sector 

Mercury is a highly toxic element that is found both naturally and as an introduced 
contaminant in the environment. Although its potential for toxicity in highly 
contaminated areas such as Minamata Bay, Japan, in the 1950's and 1960's, is 
well documented, research has shown that mercury can be a threat to the health of 
people and wildlife in many environments that are not obviously polluted. The risk 
is determined by the likelihood of exposure, the form of mercury present (some 
forms are more toxic than others), and the geochemical and ecological factors that 
influence how mercury moves and changes form in the environment. 
(http://www.usgs.gov/themes/factsheet/146-00/) 

Mercury is contained in many minerals, including cinnabar, an ore mined to 
produce mercury. Much of the present day demand for mercury is met by supply 
from mercury recovered from industrial sources and stockpiles rather than from 
mercury mining. Mercury is also present as an impurity in many other 
economically valuable minerals, in particular the non-ferrous metals, and in fossil 
fuels, coal in particular. Human activity, especially mining and the burning of coal, 
has increased the mobilization of mercury into the environment, raising the 
amounts in the atmosphere, soils, fresh waters, and oceans. Anthropogenic sources 
of mercury emissions account for about 30% of the total amount of mercury 
entering the atmosphere each year. 

Mercury releases to aquatic systems as a result of current human activities arise 
from many of the same uses which emit to the atmosphere or the presence of 
mercury in various products and processes that emit mercury to the air. As with 
emissions to the atmosphere, aquatic releases come from two main sources. First, 
mercury is released with water effluent from the sites where mercury is used. 
Second, mercury can leach into water from disposal sites that have mercury in the 
waste. 

Today’s anthropogenic emissions continue to load the oceans, and the catchments 
and sediments of lakes and rivers, with inorganic mercury. This mercury, which is 
the “feed-stock” for toxic methyl mercury production, is stored and recycled in the 
bioavailable part of the environment for decades or centuries before it eventually is 
removed by natural processes. One consequence is that there will likely be a time-
lag of years or decades, depending on the part of the water column, before 
emissions reductions begin to have a demonstrable effect on mercury levels 
throughout the environment and in the fish and marine mammals which are part 
of the human food-chain.  The majority of human exposure to mercury, and the 
health risk that comes with mercury exposure, is from consumption of marine 
foods. 
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�According to the UNEP Global Mercury Assessment 2013, the greatest proportion of 
anthropogenic mercury emissions to the atmosphere comes from Asia, which 
contributes about 50% of the global total. Increasing industrialization has made 
Asia the main source region of mercury emissions to air, with East and Southeast 
Asia accounting for about 40% of the global total, and South Asia for a further 8%. 

High doses of mercury can be fatal to humans, but even relatively low doses of 
mercury containing compounds can have serious adverse impacts on the 
developing nervous system, and have recently been linked with possible harmful 
effects on the cardiovascular, immune and reproductive systems. Mercury and its 
compounds affect the central nervous system, kidneys, and liver and can disturb 
immune processes; cause tremors, impaired vision and hearing, paralysis, 
insomnia and emotional instability. During pregnancy, mercury compounds cross 
the placental barrier and can interfere with the development of the fetus, and cause 
attention deficit and developmental delays during childhood 

The emerging scientific recognition about the destructive impacts of low doses 
raises urgent questions about the health risks that have already been and are 
currently being incurred under the existing safety levels. Given the downward trend 
of safety levels, precautionary public policy requires that we anticipate the need to 
build in further safety margins. At the same time, the need to address the source of 
the mercury problem is therefore becoming more pressing. 

In responding to the global threat of Mercury, more than 140 countries have agreed 
to a legally binding global treaty to curb mercury in the environment. The treaty 
includes a phased-in ban on the use of mercury in many industrial processes and 
in products such as thermometers, batteries and lamps. It will introduce a ban on 
primary mercury mining and mercury emissions from new power plants to take 
place within 15 years of the treaty coming into effect, as well as measures to reduce 
mercury releases from existing plants. It also includes controls on the export and 
import of the heavy metal and measures to ensure the safe storage of waste 
mercury. 

Mercury is widely used in health sector all over the world and the situation is 
similar in South Asia as well. Lack of proper disposal methods is hampering the 
individual country's effort to phasing out the mercury contaminated equipment. 

In October 2013, the Minamata Convention on Mercury will be adopted and opened 
for signature. This Convention will address the issues of mercury usage in various 
sectors and work towards phasing out it. With the adopting of new Convention, 
GEF is proposed as financial mechanism for developing countries to undertake 
mercury related activities.  

SACEP is in the process of collecting baseline data on mercury usage in Health 
Sector in South Asian countries to develop a regional project for assisting its 
member countries. The project will aim to establish a database on existing mercury 
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�usage in health sector in South Asian countries which will give a baseline for future 
projects to be developed on elimination of mercury for GEF funding. It will also 
develop a regional strategy on phasing out and disposing existing mercury in South 
Asia. 

 

a) SACEP Secretariat to develop a regional project for assisting the 
member countries  

b) National Focal Points to provide baseline data on mercury usage in 
Health Sector.  
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�Proposal for SACEP to be a GEF Project Agency 

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) was established in October 1991 as a $1 
billion pilot program in the World Bank to assist in the protection of the global 
environment and to promote environmental sustainable development. The GEF 
would provide new and additional grants and concessional funding to cover the 
"incremental" or additional costs associated with transforming a project with 
national benefits into one with global environmental benefits. The United Nations 
Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
World Bank were the three initial partners implementing GEF projects. 

In 1994, at the Rio Earth Summit, the GEF was restructured and moved out of the 
World Bank system to become a permanent, separate institution. As a part of the 
restructuring, the GEF was entrusted to become the financial mechanism for both 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. In partnership with the Montreal Protocol of the Vienna 
Convention on Ozone Layer Depleting Substances, the GEF started funding 
projects that enable the Russian Federation and nations in Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia to phase out their use of ozone-destroying chemicals. Subsequently, 
GEF was also selected to serve as the financial mechanism for two more 
international conventions: The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (2001) and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(2003). 

The GEF provides funds through GEF Agencies to developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition. GEF Agencies are responsible for creating 
project proposals and for managing GEF projects. The GEF Agencies play a key role 
in managing GEF projects on the ground; more specifically, GEF Agencies assist 
eligible governments and NGOs in the development, implementation, and 
management of GEF projects. 

In May 2011, under the provisions of paragraph 28 of the GEF Instrument, the 
GEF Council decided to broaden its partnerships by approving the policies, 
procedures, and criteria for a pilot on accrediting new institutions to serve as GEF 
Partners for the implementation of GEF projects. The expansion of the GEF 
Partnership aims at enhancing country ownership within the GEF and to give 
recipient countries greater choice in terms of agencies with, which they work. 
Accreditation of national agencies as GEF Project Agencies will also allow them to 
enhance their capacity in terms of project implementation. 

The new agencies to be accredited under this reform will be referred to as GEF 
Project Agencies. Upon accreditation, GEF Project Agencies will be entitled to work 
directly with the GEF Secretariat and Trustee to assist recipient countries in the 
preparation and implementation of GEF-financed projects, which will enable them 
to access resources from GEF-managed trust funds directly. 
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�Under the GEF-5 pilot, the GEF will be able to accredit up to ten (10) institutions to 
serve as GEF Project Agencies, with the goal of accrediting at least five national 
institutions.  To ensure that applications from national institutions have priority in 
terms of accreditation, until at least five applicant national institutions have been 
approved by the GEF Council (which will enable them to move forward for review by 
the GEF Accreditation Panel, or Stage 2 of the Accreditation Procedure), the GEF 
secretariat will only review applications from national institutions, regional 
organizations and civil society organizations/non-governmental organizations. 

The GEF Council decided that it will review applications for accreditation at the 
Spring 2012 and Fall 2012, Council meetings only. The GEF called interested 
applicants to submit their completed Stage 1 Applications to the GEF secretariat 
according to the following schedule. 

• For Spring 2012: Applications to be submitted by 31st December 2011 

• For Fall 2012: Applications to be submitted by 30th June 2012 

SACEP was proposed to be accredited as a GEF Project Agency at the South Asia 
GEF Constituency Meeting held from 15 -16 May 2012 in Male', Maldives. 
Government of Sri Lanka agreed to provide allocation from STAR (GEF Cycle 5) for 
a GEF Project in this Registration / Accreditation process. 

Thereafter, SACEP forwarded the application to GEF Secretariat on 18th June 2012 
to consider at Fall 2012 GEF Council meeting. The GEF has indicated that SACEP 
application for GEF Partnership will be considered for accreditation at the 
beginning of GEF-6 (Annex I). 

 

National Focal Points to canvas relevant authorities (i.e. GEF Council 
Member, Alternate Member South Asia and GEF CEO etc) in support of 
SACEP's application. 

GC 13.SACEP / SoM 
Agenda Item 6.1.12 

Page 2 of 2 

Annex 19 
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO 

204



 13GC.SACEP / SoM
 Agenda Item 6.1.12 - Annex 1
 Pages 1 of 2

                               Annex 19 
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO

Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 205



13GC.SACEP / SoM
 Agenda Item 6.1.12 - Annex 1

Pages 2 of 2

Annex 19 
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO

Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 206



Report of the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 

3 - 5, December 2013, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 

�Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-use of Internationally 
Important Wetlands in South Asia 

South Asia is home to a large variety of wetlands, ranging from high altitude glacial 
lakes in the Himalayas to the near shore coral reefs.  These habitats are crucial in 
sustaining the livelihoods and food security of millions of people in the region, while 
supporting a considerable biological wealth.  They also provide invaluable 
ecosystem services in the form of water purification, coastal protection and flood 
retention and defense, as well as having great high cultural and religious 
significance. Yet these important ecosystems are under severe threat due to 
anthropogenic actions and global climate change issues. 

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands adopted in 1971, promotes the conservation 
and wise use of all wetlands through local and national actions and international 
cooperation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development 
throughout the world. It recognizes that wetlands as ecosystems are extremely 
important for supporting the wellbeing of human societies and for biodiversity 
conservation. Out of the eight member countries of South Asia Co-operative 
Environment Programme (SACEP), six are party to the Ramsar Convention. 
Although containing globally significant wetlands Afghanistan and Maldives are yet 
to ratify the Convention 

Establishment of regional arrangements for the conservation and wise use of 
shared wetlands and their resources is considered as an important objective of the 
Ramsar Strategic Plan and presently there are 16 active regional initiatives under 
operation.  They act as mechanisms designed to strengthen the implementation of 
the Convention and its Strategic Plan on a regional level. This policy paper 
highlights the need for a regional arrangement for co-operation and collaboration in 
the conservation and wise use of wetlands in South Asia. The regional arrangement 
proposed for South Asia will be a collaborative effort between the governments and 
other major stakeholders involved in wetland related initiatives and will offer a 
framework to facilitate co-operation in agreed areas of mutual interest.  It will 
provide additional value to national efforts in wetland conservation and wise use.   

Suggested areas for cooperation are: 

� Mobilization of regional assistance for non-signatory parties to sign and 
ratify the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and to encourage the nomination 
of new Ramsar sites by the parties to the convention. 

� Facilitation of co-operative management of shared wetland systems. 

� Sharing information, experiences and best practices for wetland 
conservation and wise use. 
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� � Developing synergies between Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
addressing wetland issues. 

A comprehensive paper titled ‘Regional Cooperation for the Conservation and Wise-
use of Internationally Important Wetlands in South Asia’ was prepared in 
collaboration with the Ramsar Secretariat. This draft document was circulated 
amongst the SACEP member countries and was presented and discussed at the 
Pre-CoP Asia meeting held in Jakarta from 14 – 18 November 2011.  

Ramsar Secretariat is very much interested in signing a MoU with SACEP for 
enhancing cooperation amongst the South Asian countries for wise use of the 
regions wetlands and discussions are ongoing in this regard.   

It is now being updated with new information received and is tabled for 
endorsement of the 13th Meeting of the SACEP Governing Council. 

�

Draft document on regional co-operation on wetlands is placed for 
consideration at the 13th Meeting of the SACEP Governing Council. 
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Non-paper (as of 21 Oct 2013) 
 

Challenges before the SACEP and ideas for its revitalisation 
 

 In the back drop of the 13th Governing Council meeting from 25-27 
November 2013, the 121st Meeting of the Consultative Committee sought to 
make an in-depth review of the state of affairs of the Programme and examine 
ways to reinvigorate SACEP, and make its recommendations known to the 
Governing Council. 
 

2. While doing its works, the Consultative Committee finds that SACEP 
programmes are mostly not demand-driven and generated outside the 
SACEP organs. Implementation, being dependent on external funds, is poor1. 
The Secretariat suffers from serious lack of capacity. Linkages between 
SACEP organs are too loose and in many cases non-existent. The Committee 
itself needs focus and should meet regularly to ensure effective 
implementation of SACEP programmes. It ought to act as the repository of 
the trust of the membership, following the rules and procedures of the 
Programme. The rules and procedures that clearly delineate mandates, 
scopes, and responsibilities of all organs including the Secretariat are often 
ignored. There have been instances of non-adherence to well-established 
practices and norms2, creating confusion. 
 

3. SACEP has so far mostly been implementing decisions of UNEP, 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and other external bodies for 
South Asia. Regionally developed programmes, outlined based on 
specificities of South Asia, are almost non-existent. SACEP's existence is 
meaningful, when it adds value to national actions with complementary 
regional initiatives to meet environmental challenges for South Asia. Hence, 
there is an imperative to balance SACEP so that it undertakes demand-driven 
regional programmes, as it implements programmes originated in external 
entities. 
������������������������������������������������������������
1�An�examination�reveals�that�only�7�activities�have�been�completed�(2�in�2011,�3�in�2012�and�2�in�2013)�in�the�
last�3�years�against�20�intended�programmes/�decisions.��

2�The�Secretariat�circulated�"Agenda"�for�the�18th�September�2013�providing�for�Opening�Remarks�by�the�DG�
and�Welcome�Address�by�the�CC�Chair,�in�violation�of�past�practices�(example�Agenda�for�CC�meetings�at�its�
88th�(2004),�115th�(2010),�117th�(2010),�118th�(April,�2012)�and�119�(July�2012).�The�Secretariat�has�been�
found�reluctant�and�non
cooperating�in�implementing�some�decisions�of�the�Consultative�Committee.�Even�an�
important�matter�like�salary�enhancement�has�recently�been�done�without�the�knowledge�of�the�membership.�
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4. Here, one needs to be mindful of both regional and global 
developments so that SACEP programmes can relate to evolving priorities. As 
an example, progress in the area of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
under the Rio+20 process, and the post-MDG global consensus on 
development should influence agenda-setting in SACEP. Likewise, 
developments at the Conference of parties (CoPs)3 of the UNCBD and 
UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Agreement on Convention on Climate 
Change) should help SACEP develop its own regional priorities. Based on 
these, SACEP should seek to position itself in this evolving global and 
regional consensus and primarily implement regionally generated decisions, 
while implementing decisions taken in the UNEP, IMO and other relevant 
organisations as they fit South Asia's own priorities. 
 

5. Synergies can only be secured if SACEP acts in concert with national 
authorities and regional mechanisms working with similar purposes. In fact, 
the Governing Council emphasised this linkage with the SAARC 
Environment Ministers Forum and the SAARC Technical Committee on 
Environment many a times (GC.7, MaleV, 1998 adopted the Declaration on 
Control and Prevention of Air Pollution ... in South Asia as was adopted by 
the SAARC Environment Ministers Conference in 1997; GC-12, decision 11 
asked SACEP to "forge greater links and interaction with SAARC" in line with 
the MoU. 
 

6. The imperative to maintain close engagement with SAARC is important 
given the need to avoid overlaps. Additionally, SACEP should develop 
collaboration with SAARC as the latter has elaborate mechanisms for decision 
making, ownership at the highest level and greater access to funds4. The 
������������������������������������������������������������
3�This listing is made as an example and as such not exhaustive.�

4 SAARC has got Regional Centers such as the SAARC Coastal Zone Management Centre in the 
Maldives, the SAARC Forestry Centre in Bhutan, the SAARC Disaster Management Centre in 
India and the SAARC Meteorological Research Centre in Bangladesh. SAARC has well developed 
frameworks such as the 1997 SAARC Environment Action Plan (Male Declaration); the Dhaka Declaration 
and SAARC Action Plan on Climate Change (July 2008); and the Comprehensive Framework on Disaster 
Management (2006-2015). It has Delhi Statement on Cooperation in Environment which identifies many 
critical areas that need to be addressed and reaffirms the commitment of Member States towards enhancing 
regional cooperation in the area of environment and climate change. A South Asia Environment 
Outlook was also finalized with the help of the UNEP that was launched in New Delhi in 2009. The 
SAARC Convention on Cooperation on Environment signed in 2010 provides for cooperation in the field 
of environment and sustainable development.  
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question whether SACEP should establish firm linkage with these regional 
mechanisms and bodies to avail the complementarities and synergies was 
resolved way back in 2004 when SACEP signed an MoU with SAARC. In fact, 
SACEP could easily become the implementation organ of many of the SAARC 
projects and programmes.5 SACEP needs to activate this linkage, parallel to 
its existing linkage with UNEP, IMO and others. 
 

7. However, for effective implementation of programmes and maintaining 
seamless contact and coordination with national and Subject Area Focal 
Points, the Secretariat requires necessary technical capacity. At present, the 
Secretariat does not have the required resources at its command. The third 
Special Session of the GC (Colombo, Nov 2003) adopted its organization 
structure that includes positions of Director (Programmes), and 2 Advisors 
(programmes). In the last 10 years these positions mostly remained unfilled, 
and as such, there is a serious lack of capacity within the Secretariat that 
needs immediate rectification. This is perhaps the main reason for SACEP 
only implementing programmes adopted by non-regional bodies (like 
Conference of parties (CoPs) (such as on biodiversity), UNEP, FAO, IOM, and 
other UN bodies. SACEP today is too much influenced by external entities on 
its agenda setting and "centrality of South Asian countries in SACEP matters" 
is at question.  
 
8. SACEP seldom prepares its own programmes based on demands 
articulated by national focal points6. The programmes in the last few years do 
not show one single programme that emanated from country Focal Points or 
originated regionally. As the programmes are not demand-driven, they lack 
national ownership. As they programmes are mostly dependent on external 
funds, programmes drag on. In the process implementation suffers. Hence, a 
major challenge for SACEP is to ensure that its activities are demand-driven 

������������������������������������������������������������
5�It is often asked whether SACEP has the reasons to continue as a separate entity, when SAARC has now 
established its own set of mechanisms on environmental issues. However, SAARC Regional Centres and 
other environment related fora have their own share of constraints (mandate, governance, funding, 
institutional) and as such making it an entity similar to a SAARC Regional Centre may create newer 
problems. Without going into this fundamental question and agreeing on the best possible organisational 
reorientation and restructuring, SACEP, as it stands today, can easily align its programme with the ones 
being implemented under SAARC process so as to avoid overlaps and develop synergy.   

6 In fact, there has not been any initiative to get project proposals from the Subject Area focal points and 
national focal points in the last 3 years. 
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and time-bound. In order to achieve that an effective interface needs to be 
developed with the Subject Area Focal Points as well as National Focal Points 
with the SACEP Secretariat and the Consultative Committee. While these 
mechanisms are activated, the approved modalities such as Working Group 
meetings7 (as in Article 6(e)) on thematic areas may be held for programme 
articulation, and effective implementation of agreed decisions and 
programmes.  
 

9. SACEP has many areas of works, 15 to be exact. There has been very 
little progress in the works of these areas8. Hence, the subject areas merit a 
rationalisation, given the resource and capacity constraints at the Secretariat 
and demands of the member Countries. While the areas are all important, 
SACEP perhaps need to see whether it can prioritize agreed areas and pursue 
collaboration in a fewer number of areas at a given time based on: a) the 
specificities and challenges of the South Asia region; b) comparative 
advantage; and c) cost and benefit. The prioritisation may be done through a 
periodic review (say after every 10 years) to find out works to be done by: (a) 
SACEP itself (Member Countries and the Secretariat); (b) develop 
collaborative relations and partnerships with relevant UN and international 
entities; and (c) leave the rest for competent regional bodies (which command 
greater capacities and resources) and external entities. There may be a merit 
of laying more emphasis on building on existing programmes, than on 
expanding to new areas.  
 

10. Though SACEP depends heavily on external funds for its programmes, 
it also bears huge institutional costs to implement programmes originated 
beyond SACEP. In the last 3 years (2011-September 2013) it was to receive a 
total allocation of $400,000 (approx)9, about $133,000 per year from 
membership contribution. The Member Countries are to contribute US$ 
207,000 in year 2013 alone. The ratio of programme-to-institutional cost is not 
healthy and needs improvement. Then, there are expenses on the South Asian 
Seas Programmes, making the contribution burden even higher for the 
Member Countries.  
 

������������������������������������������������������������
7�There has not been one single WG meetings in the last decade 

8�7�activities�in�the�3�years�indicate�that�there�have�not�been�any�activities�in�majority�of�these�areas.�

9 Refer document GC 13.SACEP/SOM agenda item 6.2) 
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11. The above constitute some of the inadequacies, challenges and issues 
that merit serious examination of the Governing Council. Given the nature of 
the questions, it perhaps best be deliberated at a Special Session of the 
Council10. This was discussed at the 121st CC where the idea was endorsed 
by the membership and the Secretariat.  
 
12. The Special session of the Council may inter alia focus on the following: 
i.  Assessment of the programme of work and performance/ effectiveness 
of SACEP given its present scope and mandate, and identification of the 
constraints in terms of capacities and resources; 

iii.  Relook at the existing challenges of South Asia and the changing global 
scenario and based on regional needs examine whether SACEP needs a major 
programmatic reorientation, balance between regional and external linkages, 
and necessary structural change to realise the objectives in the changed 
circumstances11.  

iii.  Develop a long-term vision and road-map for SACEP as a transformed 
entity, based on a greater clarity on objectives and direction 

iv.  Review and rationalise the priority subject areas and develop indicative 
bench-marks for priorities areas for the next few years (say for 5 years); 

v.  Linkages with national, regional and international levels for demand-
driven programme generation and their effective implementation and 
monitoring, availing the expertise with NFPs;  

vi.    Ways and means for the strengthening of SACEP organs (national focal 
points, subject area focal points, the Secretariat, the Consultative Committee 
and the Governing Council) and their mutual inter-relationship; and 
vii.  Review the rules and regulations as well as procedures and resolve 
related administrative and financial question 
 
 
 
������������������������������������������������������������
10 A Special Session of the GC was held in 2003 in Colombo 

11�Overlap with SAARC entities and programmes, linkages or lack of it, inadequacies of and 
challenges confronted by SAARC environment related entities may be duly factored in while seeking 
to develop synergy with SAARC and balancing existing relations with UNEP, IMO and others.  �
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13. The Consultative Committee may meet as required to prepare for the 
Special Session12. Preparatory works for the Special Session may be done in 
many ways. As one of the many options the following may merit 
consideration: 
 a) Engage an independent entity or (entities) or  a panel of 
independent experts having understanding and expertise on environmental 
issues and obtain inputs based on a study on the performance of the SACEP 
in the past decades, and the need for reorientation of focus and strengthening 
of SACEP institutions to accomplish the mandated works. Exercise may duly 
factor in the recommendations/decisions made at the 3rd special session of the 
Governing Council in 2003. 
 b) Parallel to this, Member Countries (national focal points and subject 
area focal points) could articulate their own views on their expectations from 
SACEP, priorities for regional actions keeping in mind decisions and 
programmes under SAARC, and demands for specific programmes, if any.  
 c) Then a joint session of the Consultative Committee and National 
Focal Points may be held just prior to the Special Session to finalise 
recommendations on programme and institutional and financial matters.  
 d) The Director General may be tasked to help identify a few 
independent entities, both regional and external, for selection by the 
Consultative Committee by the first quarter of 2014. The Committee may 
decide on the mobilisation of resources for this exercise. 

------------------ 

������������������������������������������������������������
12 The Special session Of the GC may be held before September 2014. 

�
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�

6 Financial Matters :

6.1

Payment of arrears and Country Contributions by the Countries of SACEP

SACEP Country Contribution Status from 2008 to November 2013

Country Arrears upto 
Dec 2008

Agreed CC 
2009

Received CC 
2009

Arrears upto 
Dec 2009

Agreed CC 
for 2010

Received 
CC  2010

Arrears upto 
Dec 2010

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $
Afghanistan 8,050.00 0.00 8,050.00       8,050.00       16,100.00 -               
Bangladesh 21,300.00     21,300.00 21,300.00 21,300.00 21,300.00 0.00 42,600.00
Bhutan 3,555.00       3,555.00 7,110.00 0.00 3,555.00 3,555.00 0.00
India 68,971.00     31,850.00 58,935.00 41,886.00 31,850.00 450.00 73,286.00
Maldives 29,150.00     14,575.00 43,725.00 0.00 14,575.00 14,575.00 0.00
Nepal 24,150.00     8,050.00 32,200.00 8,050.00 40,250.00 0.00
Pakistan 45,966.89     31,850.00 31,810.00 46,006.89 31,850.00 31,889.35 45,967.54
Sri Lanka 16,220.00     16,220.00 16,277.00     16,163.00 16,220.00 32,440.86 -57.86
TOTAL 209,312.89 135,450.00 179,157.00 165,605.89 135,450.00 139,260.21 161,795.68

Country Arrears 
upto Dec 

2010

Agreed CC 
for 2011

Received 
CC  2011

Arrears 
upto Dec 

2011

Agreed CC 
for 2012

Received 
CC Dec 
2012

Arrears upto 
Dec 2012

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $
Afghanistan 0.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 16,100.00 -               
Bangladesh 42,600.00 21,300.00 63,900.00 21,300.00 20,865.00 64,335.00

Bhutan 0.00 3,555.00 3,555.00 3,555.00 7,110.00 0.00
India 73,286.00 31,850.00 68,015.00 37,121.00 31,850.00 31,850.00 37,121.00

Maldives 0.00 14,575.00 14,575.00 0.00 14,575.00 14,575.00 0.00
Nepal 0.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 8,050.00

Pakistan 45,967.54 31,850.00 31,767.96 46,049.58 31,850.00 31,467.14 46,432.44
Sri Lanka -57.86 16,220.00 16,162.14 16,220.00 32,382.14

TOTAL 161,795.68 135,450.00 114,357.96 182,887.72 135,450.00 130,017.14 188,320.58

Country Arrears 
upto Dec 

2012

Agreed CC 
for 2013

Received 
CC upto 

Nov 2013

Arrears 
upto Nov 

2013

Host Facility 
Balance for 

2013

US $ US $ US $ US $ LKR
Afghanistan 0.00 8,050.00 8,050.00 0.00
Bangladesh 64,335.00 21,300.00 21,735.00 63,900.00

Bhutan 0.00 3,555.00 3,555.00 0.00
India 37,121.00 31,850.00 68,971.00

Maldives 0.00 14,575.00 14,575.00 0.00
Nepal 8,050.00 8,050.00 16,100.00

Pakistan 46,432.44 31,850.00 31,466.40 46,816.04

Sri Lanka 32,382.14 16,220.00 48,602.14 6,000,000.00

TOTAL 188,320.58 135,450.00 79,381.40 244,389.18

The recovery of Country Contribution arrears was taken up as a priority. We were able to realize 
the following amounts till date. 
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APPROVED COUNTRY CONTRIBUTION FORMULA

COUNTRY % CONTRIBUTION ROUNDED OFF 

US $ US $

AFGANISTAN Not Included
BANGLADESH 16.72 21,301 21,300

BHUTAN 2.79 3,554 3,555

INDIA 25 31,850 31,850

MALDIVES 11.44 14,575 14,575

NEPAL 6.32 8,052 8,050

PAKISTAN 25 31,850 31,850

SRI LANKA 12.73 16,218 16,220

T O T A L 100 127,400 127,400

PROPOSED 10% INCREASE OF THE COUNTRY CONTRIBUTION FROM JANUARY 2014

COUNTRY PRESENT 
CONTRIBUTION

% RECOMMENDED 
CONTRIBUTION

ROUNDED OFF INCREASE OF 
COUNTRY 

CONTRIBUTION

US $ US $ US $ US $

AFGANISTAN 8,050.00           5.94 8,855.00           8,855.00           805.00                  
BANGLADESH 21,300.00         15.73 23,430.00         23,430.00         2,130.00               
BHUTAN 3,555.00           2.62 3,910.50           3,910.00           355.00                  
INDIA 31,850.00         23.51 35,035.00         35,035.00         3,185.00               
MALDIVES 14,575.00         10.76 16,032.50         16,033.00         1,458.00               
NEPAL 8,050.00           5.94 8,855.00           8,855.00           805.00                  
PAKISTAN 31,850.00         23.51 35,035.00         35,035.00         3,185.00               
SRI LANKA 16,220.00         11.97 17,842.00         17,842.00         1,622.00               
T O T A L 135,450.00      100 148,995.00      148,995.00      13,545.00             

A 10% Increase in the Annual Country Contribution for SACEP is requested from January year 
2014.  The Present Country Contribution of SACEP was recommended at the 7th Meeting of the 
Governing Council of SACEP held on 22nd April 1998 in Male, Republic of Maldives (Annex 1)

Please note that the Country Contribution for Afghanistan was decided at the 4th Meeting of the 
Governing Council of SACEP held on 25 & 26 April 1988, In Afghanistan. After a lapse of period 
Afghanistan participated at the 9th Governing Council of SACEP and recommenced payment of 
country contributions from year 2008 at the rate of US $ 8,050/-.  This amount was decided as 
Nepal and Afghanistan was the same amount as decided at the 4th GC-SACEP. (Annex 2)

As per the Decision of Seventh Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP held on 22 April 
1998.
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13 GC.SACEP is requested to consider increasing the Country Contributions of SACEP as 
the agreed Country Contributions of SACEP is stagnant since 1999 January as decided at 
the 7 GC.SACEP held on 25-26 April 1998

The proposal to increase the Country Contribution was agreed in principle at the 11GC-
SACEP held on 22nd May 2008 and SACEP was requested to forward the request with more 
justification to the Country Governments immediately so that a decision on the increase of 
the Country Contribution could be taken at the earliest.

Annex 25
GC 13.SACEP / NFP-SGO
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THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING 
COUNCIL OF 

 SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME 

(SACEP) 
 

Reports of the Auditors of South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme, 
Financial Years ended 31st December 2009 and 2010. 
 

Amalgamated Balance Sheets as at 31st December 2009 and 2010. 

Annexure 1. SACEP CC Financial Statements  

Annexure 2. SACEP Host Facility Financial Statements 

Annexure 3. SACEP NORAD / UNEP Project Financial Statements 

Annexure 4. SACEP – SENRIC Project Financial Statements 

 

The 4th Meeting of the Governing Council held in 25-26 April 1988 decided 
that the appointment of the Auditors would be reviewed once a year with the 
provision to reappoint the same auditor if it be necessary. (GC 4; page 37; 
Rule 13) 
 
The 9th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP held on 26th August 2005 
recommended that the existing External Auditors to be changed every three. 
GC 9 – page 5, 9.4, No 1 d .ii) 
  
The External Auditors are appointed by calling quotations and as the 
appointment of Auditors of SACEP is too often in selection of a reputed 
External Auditor it is suggest that the decision of the 9GC.SACEP to be 
amended to be :- 
 

‘The External Auditors to be changed every five years’  
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DRAFT 
DECLARATION 

by the Environment Ministers of the South Asia Region 
at the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of SACEP 

 
1. We, the Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation of the eight countries in 

the South Asia region viz. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka met at Islamabad, Pakistan on 5th December 2013 

at the 13th Meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative 

Environment Programme (SACEP) 

 

2. Recalling the Colombo Declaration of 25th February 1981, on initiation of South 

Asia Co-operative Environment Programme which enabled the establishment of 

SACEP 

 

3. Underlining the importance of the Regional Co-operation as a tool to promote 

environmental protection and sustainable development in the region 

 

4. Reaffirming our commitment to SACEP and highlighting our common dedication 

to co-operate in achieving high standards of environmental protection in the 

region 

 

5. Taking into account the principles and the decisions that were agreed in 

previous meetings of the Governing Council  

 

6. Taking note of the rapid political, economic and social changes that have taken 

place in the region since the establishment of the SACEP in 1982 we emphasis 

our view that these changes call for efforts to strengthen co-operation within the 

region 

 

7. Recognizing that 

A) The region is endowed with rich base of natural resources where the 

livelihood of majority of the population directly and indirectly depend on 

B) The region’s single most burning issue is that a large number of people are 

living in poverty and the eradication of poverty is the paramount goal in the 

development agendas of governments of South Asia 

C) South Asia is one of the fastest-growing regions in the world and demand for 

food, energy, water and natural resources is continuing to grow rapidly by 

putting ever increasing pressure on the environment 

D) Climate change already has an impact on ecosystems and exacerbates 

pressures on the marine and coastal environment 

 

8. Concerned that environmental degradation and the unsustainable use of natural 

resources may have significant social and economic consequences. 

 

9. Reaffirmed our commitment to the implementation of; 

A) Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the provisions of 

Agenda 21 
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B) Outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), in 

particular the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 

C) The Millennium Development Goals 

D) Outcome of the Rio+20, United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development, ‘The future we want’ 

E) Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

contained therein 

   

10. Agreeing to the recommendations and decisions of this 13th meeting of the 

Governing Council of SACEP 

 

11. SACEP member states to take prompt action to strengthen their efforts to 

implement recommendations and decisions taken at the 13th meeting of 

Governing Council 

 

12. Express our sincere appreciation to the people and the Government of Pakistan 

for the warm hospitality and excellent organization of the 13th meeting of the 

Governing Council of SACEP 
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�Partnership with Global Water Partnership (GWP) on Adaptation and 
Resilience to Climate Change 

The Asia and Pacific region is the world’s most disaster prone and within that, 
South Asia Sub-region can be considered, highly vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change. There are a number of disaster risk hotspots in the sub-region, and it is 
expected that existing risk patterns will intensify as a result of climate change. As 
all eight countries of South Asia are agro-economic countries, climate resiliency 
and water security are at the priority areas of concern at national and sub-regional 
levels. 

Adaptation to Climate Change is among the major thematic areas of SACEP since 
2005. SACEP is in the process of developing a partnership with Global Water 
Partnership South Asia (GWP SAS) in order to jointly implement the activities 
related to adaptation and resilience to climate change in the South Asia Region. 

The aim of GWP SAS is to support South Asian countries in sustainable 
development and management of their water resources and to fully promote and 
apply an Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) approach at the 
community, national and regional levels. 

In this collaboration with GWP SAS, it is intended to organize 2 workshops on 
capacity building and experience sharing and development of the Regional Disaster 
Communication Strategy and a Database. These activities will be implemented in 
two phases and under Phase 1, a regional capacity building workshop for water 
resource managers on possible climate change adaptation strategies is proposed to 
be organized. A database on the information of good practices, resources available 
in the region, etc. is also to be created under Phase 1. 

During the Phase 2, it will further facilitate to the sharing of lessons learnt and 
good practices of climate change adaptation among the South Asian countries by 
organizing an Experience Sharing Workshop.  

It also intends to develop a Regional Disaster Communication Strategy focusing on 
floods and droughts, a Regional Communication Network and a webpage. 
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