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orld Oceans Day is a global day of ocean celebration and collaboration for a better

future. This year, people all over our blue planet are celebrating with the theme

“Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet”, emphasizes our individual and collective duty

to protect the marine environment and carefully manage its resources. A healthy
world ocean is critical to our survival. Every year, World Oceans Day provides a unique
opportunity to honor, help protect, and conserve the world’s oceans. Safe, healthy and
productive seas and oceans are integral to human well-being, economic security and sustainable
development. Organizations and individuals around the world are promoting prevention of
plastic ocean pollution with events in their communities, special announcements, and everything
in between. World Oceans Day has been
unofficially celebrated every 8 June since its
original proposal in 1992 by Canada at the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It was
officially recognized by the United Nations in
late 2008. It has been coordinated since 2003 by
The Ocean Project, with greater participation
each year. The Ocean Project, working in
partnership with the World Ocean Network.
World Oceans Day events include a variety of
activities and actions, such as special outdoor
explorations, beach cleanups, educational and action programs, art contests, film festivals, and
sustainable seafood events. This day is an annual observation to honour the world's oceans,
celebrate the products the ocean provides such as seafood as well as marine life itself for
aquariums, pets, and a time to appreciate its own intrinsic value. The ocean also provides sea-
lanes for international trade. Global pollution and over-consumption of fish have resulted in
drastically dwindling population of the majority of species. World Oceans Day also provides a
unique opportunity to take personal and community action to conserve the ocean and its
resources.

Indeed, human activities are taking a terrible toll on the world’s oceans and seas. Vulnerable
marine ecosystems, such as corals, and important fisheries are being damaged by over-
exploitation, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, destructive fishing practices, invasive
alien species and marine pollution, especially from land-based sources. Increased sea
temperatures, sea-level rise and ocean acidification caused by climate change pose a further
threat to marine life, coastal and island communities and national economies. Oceans are also
affected by criminal activity. Piracy and armed robbery against ships threaten the lives of
seafarers and the safety of international shipping, which transports 90 per cent of the world’s
goods. Smuggling of illegal drugs and the trafficking of persons by sea are further examples of
how criminal activities threaten lives and the peace and security of the oceans.

In order to ensure the health and safety of our communities and future generations, it’s
imperative that we take the responsibility to care for the ocean as it cares for us.
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