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Partnersh ip for Clean 
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(PCFV) 

The Partnership fo1' Clean Fuels and 
Veh icles is it UNF."P initialed 
progmmme laullched a t the WS in 
Jolulnnesbtll'~ in 2002 with the aims 
to encourage countrie: t ad pt 
lWt!rall clean fllel and vehi les 
strale:gies, in IIIding '{ehide and fuel 
standard, inspection and 
n1ain tenance, developmenl f public 
trru1sport 'ystcms including both 
motorised Ilnd non-motorised 
options and transportation demand 
management. 
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The 12''' Meeting of the Governing Council of South Asia Co-operative Environmellt 
Programme (SACCP) was held from 1 -- 3 November 20 lOin Colombo, Sri Lanka. This Hig h 
Level Meeting was attended by the Ministers of Environment and Senior Officials of the 

member countries of SACEP namely ; Afghanistan, Ba l1:..~ladesh, Bhutan, Ind ia, Ma ldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Hon' D. M.Jayaratne, Prime Minister of Sri Lanka was the Chief Guest 
a t the Inauguration. The 12GC -SACEP was a sig nificant one as it was he ld immediately after 
the CoP 10 of the Convention on Biolog ical Diversity. The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss and agree upon the future activities of SAc.. EP which included adoption of two Major 
Resolutions; 'South Asia's Biodiversity Beyond 2010 ' and 'Clean Fuels and Vehicles'. 

121h GC Resolution on 'South A Historical Moment 
Asia's Biodiversity Beyond 


2010' Awaits: South Asian Seas 

We, the Environmental Minister:; of South Regional Oil and Chemical 

Asian Countries viz. Afghallistan, Bangladesh, 
 Pollution Contingency Plan will Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka assembled in Colombo, Sri Lanka at come into force soon 
t he 12'" Meeti ng of the Governi ng Council of The long awaited Regional Oil and Chemical 
SACEP on 3"1 November 20 1 0; Pollution Contingency Plan for South Asian Seas 
Aware tha l Biodiversity is essential for human Region will be ratified by the five member 
life which generates goods and services countries soon. A Regional Oil and Chemical 
including the provision of food and medicine, Pollution Contingency Plan and associated Mo 
regulation of climate and water flow, were developed in assoc iation with th e 
supporting of soil formation and cu ltural International Maritime ganization (lMO) for 
values; enhanced co-operation in the evellt of an O il or 
Emphasizing the role played by healthy Chemical Spill in the Soulh Asian Seas reg ion. 
ecosystems at the global, regional and national Three member countries viz. Bangladesh, 
levels in moderating the effects of climate Mald ives and Pakistan have already sizn d the 
change; Mo . India and Sri Lanka are at an advanced slage 

and would get cabinet sanction in due course. It isNoting that the biodiversity loss has negative 
impacts on climate change and that the two are expected that SACEP Secretariat would receive 
among th e main global e nvironmental the Signed MoU shortly. 

challenges. Contd. Page 4 Contd. Page 4 

Blue Flag Beach Certification Programme for 
South Asia 
South Asian Seas Programme (SA P) of SACEP. in collaboration WiUl the 
Fou ndation for Environmental EducatIOn (feE) Denmark, with the lilHlnt:lal 

support of lINEP took the mes 'age of "A Clean beach -A Tourist Ilaven') for 

promolin sustainable tourism in the SASreg:lon. Contd. Page 3 
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Real Field Experience by On-board Training Workshop 


A training workshop on M( ri lle Resources Sampling, Data C IIectivn 

and Intcrpreta tion [or the South Asian Seas Reg ion was organised in 

collabora ti...)1l wllh the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govern me nt of 

India and U. ~T UN Division fOl Ocean Affa irs and Law of Sea and 

NEl'-GRID Arendal were the other partners in this activity. It was 

the )" of its kind that a tra inin~2, programme held in South Asiall Seas 

Resion which gave the reaJ fie ld cxp surc to the trainees by on­

board in;<. i.1 'tate of the Art Resea rch Vessel . Sa.,Q,al' ranya in mid sea of 

the Indian Ocean. 10 mid- level man<lge rs fro m the five SAS 

countries participated in this trail ing programme w hich was held 

from 18 - 2L September ZOe ~) in Indi:l . 

Outputs Ach ieved : 

.,I 	 SIr I1gthencd the collaboration and interac tion among the 

particip;lI1 ts and with experts who will contribute to 

develop and implement fut ure Nat ional & Regiona l 
activities. 

.,I 	 The participants enhanced Iheir skills and knowledge 

relevant to Ocean Policy Making from the hands-on 

experience and the lectures delivered by eminent resource 

persons from the UNE P, UNDOALOS, UNE? GRI[1 Arendal 

and numberof Indian Rescarch Institu tions sLl ch as ICJ\1A1\1 

PD - Chennai NCAOR - G\. a, INCOIS - Hyderabad, and the 

Indian Coast Guard. This enabled the pa r i ic ipants to 
understand the importance of Ocea n Data Collection and 

In t rprcta tion which would benefit them to defi ne po licie~ 

and ~'rogrammes 

The Tra inin$ Malllwl which was lau nched at the Openi113 'f 

the Workshop in Chennai, provided detailed information 

v,' ith I'ese:irch :ll'ticles presented in Five Thematic Areas and 

al so could be used ; l ~ reference re:lciin,q, material in the field 

of Ocean M.a nage ment. This document can be dow nloaded 

from the SACEP web. ite . 

Government of India o ffered to support the SAS member countries in 

Mapping Cora l Reef Ecosystem as it is presently being executed in 

India by INCOIS and CholoGEN Project. The Secretarial has initia ted 

a dialogue with UNDOALOS and UNEP GRID Arendal for follow up of 

the Training Workshop. 

UNEPj EU Funded Project on Marine Coastal Protected Areas (MCPAs) in 

Coral Reef Ecosystems in South Asia 


The projec t was successfully 
completed in December Z008 
and the concl uding reports 
were submitted by 3 1 ' lYlareh 
2009. The outcome of the 
project was very encouraging 
and the South Asia Coral Reef 
Task Force (SACRTF) wa s 
formed under th is project. 

The ac tivities undertake n with the Small Scale Funding Agreement 
(SSFA) on Educational Awareness in member countries in MCPAs 
were very successful. 

The following pllblica tions were released under the pr ~ect: 

" Regional Communica tions Strategy f r Coral Reef Management 
in South isa 

, Regional Strategy for Coral Reef Management in Sou th Asia 

In view of the regional il1lportance of this initiative, SACEP Secre tariat 
is ac tively searching for possible donors to take the project activities 
forward. In this regard a meeting was held with Dr. YOtl n.~ Woo Park, 
Regional Director and Dr. Subrato Sinha, Environmental Affairs 
Officer of UNEP RRC- P, whet" SACEP requested UN!:P to support a 
small fu nded project to keep the SACRTF active. 
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Blue Flag Beach Certification Programme 

The Blue Flag is a voluntary exercise and cer tification Programme 

awarded by the FEE. This exclusive eeo-label is presently awarded to 

more than 3200 beaches and marinas in 38 countries worldwide. 

Th i; initiative is hiS;hly relevant as the five maritime countries of 

South Asia are endowed with coastal and marine resources which 

have enormous potential to develop sustainable tourism industry. 

The costs assoc iated with unplalmed and lor poorly managed 

tourism not only involves economic loss to the industry but also leads 

t the loss of trad itional and indigenous ways of life, environmental 

quality and the natural resource base. In this rega rd as a first step the 

application of a voluntary I3cach Certification Programme can be 

successfully used as one of the management tools. 

SACEP/ SASP organized Na tional Workshops in Bangladesh, India, 

Maldives and Sri Lanka in February-March 2010 in collaboration 

P ge3 

wlth the a tional Focal P ints. These national event s brought 

to~ether all the relevant stakeholde rs and pn videcl a broad 

assessment of the curren t status of coastal tourism as e ll as the 

priority actions that needed to be ta ken in Ot\.kr to develop 

sustainable coasta l tourism industry, which is envi ronmentally, 

socially and culturally sensi tive. 

These workshops provided a platform to deve lop Na tional 

Prog rammes. Individual countries have agreed to pursue a foll w up 

on the Beach Certifica han Programme. Preliminary si te selecti on and 

identification of represen tat ives for Na.ronal Blue fb committees 

were undertaken. SACEPISASP developed a Regi nal Project from the 

inpu ts received from the Na tional Workshops and has forward the 

same to UNEP for possible funding assistance. 

Marine Biodiversity Assessment and Outlook 2010 


In line with the International Year of Biodiversity and the 10'" 

Meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP1 0) of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD) held in Japan, UNEP dec ided to 

prepare a Marine Biodiversity Outlook Report which covers all 18 

Regional Seas Areas. The objective of this project was to enhance the 

understanding of key Regional and Global issues for marine 

biodiversity conservation through the Issuance of Outlook 

Reports on the coastal areas covered by the Regional Seas 

Programmes. Furthermore, these Outlook Reports have 

contributed to the discussions on marine and coastal 

biodiversity at the COP 10 of the CBD. 

UNEP entrusted SACEP to prepare the 

Outlook Report for the South Asian S as 

Region and the Re port was launched al th ' 

CBD COP 10, Nagoya, Japan in October 

2010. 

Report can be found in: 

http:// maril1ebiodiyersi tvserics.orsl reports/UNf.P%20Global %20 
Syn thesis%20Marine%20Biodivcrsil y%20Series.pd f 

http:y%20Series.pd
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A Historical Moment Awaits: 

South Asian Seas Region includes the marine and coastal areas of 
Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The region is at 
th-: high risk of likely oil and chemical spills as the world's major sea 
trallsport route from the Middle East to the Far East lies within the 
region. A total of some 5Z5 million tonne:. a year of crude oil pass 
into or through the Region - about Z5 percent of total world 
movement of crude oil by sea. Additional maritime oil spill r isks 
arise from non-tanker shipping, carriage of refined pro uds, 
offshore exploration and production operations, and the transfer 
of oil cargoes at sea. 

In the recent past, there were some major oil spill incidents like 

Tasman Spirit incident in Karach i, Pakistan in July Z003 and 

Amaanat Shah inciden t in rough seas off Koggala, on the sou th coast 

ll f Sri La nka. At both the occasions, 
individunl countries did not have 
the capacity to handle the situntion 
effectively a\ld ass istance fro m 
other cou n tries were req nested. 

With the implementation of this 
Regional Oil and Chemical Pollution 
Contingency Plan, countries in the 
region can share the resources and 
expertise in the occasion of an oil 
spill in their territorial waters to 
tackle them effec tively. 

It is envisaged tha t once the SACI:P 
Secretariat receives the signed M L 
from all countries a Meeting of 
Plenipotentiaries will be convened. 

12 th GC Resolution on 
Clean Fuels and Vehicles 

h the significant and increasing impacts that air pollutants can have 
on health, crops, natural ecosys tems, man- made environmen t and 
their soc io-economic conscquences for South Asian countries, 

Recalling the recommendations of representatives of governments a t 
the Regional Workshop on Clean t11els and Vehicles held in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka on ZZ - Z3 March 2010 orgnnized by SACl:J' in 
collaboration with fEP's PCFV, 

Mindful that vehicles, both gasoline and diesel, emit significant 
quantities of nitrogen oxidcs, sulphur oxides, particulate matte!', 
ca rbon monoxide, and hydrocarbons which are harmful to human 
beings, other forms of life and the environment, 

Conld. Page 6 
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Recognizing the important role of South Asia's Biodiversity towards 
economic development and ecosystem services fo r the well being of 
our people and the world community at large; 

Acknowledging the positive steps taken by governments of South 
Asia and the other various institu tions and organizations to conserve 
the region's rich biodiversity, individually a nd collectively and 
understanding that much more need to be done; 

Appreciating the initiatives taken by world leaders in implementing 
the Convention on Biological Diversity; 

Expressing grave concern that the ZO 1 0 Biodiversity targets to hal t 
the loss of biodiversity has not been reached; 

Noting that the limited technical and fin ancial resources had been 
an obstacle to achieving the ZO 1 0 target in South Asian cou ntries; 

Noting the ZOZO targets and the Strategic Plan for the Period 2011 ­
20Z0 adopted by the CBO CoPIO on 29'" October 2010 at Nagoya, 
Japan; 

Recognizing that the current rate of loss is a serious threat to the 
existing Biodiversity and immediate measures are required to 
reverse the loss of biod iversity 

Emphasizing the importance of a holistic ecosystem management 
approach to biod iversity, poverty allevia tion and econom ic 
development, and the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals; 

Conscious that public awareness achieved through information, 
educational and motivational programmes on sustainable use of 
biodiversity positively contribute towards biodiversity conservation, 
human heal th and wellbeing, as well as economic development 

Urge South Asian Governments and stakeho lders to take nece 'sary 
measures in conjunction with the international community to 
implement decisions of the Conference of the Parties to BD and the 
actions identified in the third edition of the Globa l Biodiversity 
Outlook to curb the continuing loss of biodiversity; 

Emphasize the need for increased support to strens,then capacity for 
the implementation of the obligation of the Convention , in line with 
the updated Strategic Plan Z011 -20Z0 , includi llS slIpport for the 
updating of national biod iversity strategies and action plans 

Urge SACEP to forge greater links and interaction with SAARC in line 
with the MoU signed between the two and also to take note of the 
sign ing of the SAARC Convention on Co-operation 0 )1 Et1vironmen t. 
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Male Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely 

Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia 


Phase I, II and U[ of the Male Declaration on Contro l and Prevention 
of Air Pollution alld its likely Trans-boundary Effects for South Asia 
was implemented successfully by UI EP in partnership with SACl::P 
with the financial support from SIDA. 

The implementat ion of ,\1ak Declaration (MD) Phase IV started on 

l ' December 2009 and it will continue to assist the member 
countries to enhance their regional co-operation, monitoring, 
impact assessment, strengthen the initiatives started in thefirst three 
phases, and to initiate new ones. 

As per the recommendation s of the 10'" a nd 11'" Governing 
Councils, SACEPsig ned a MoV wi th VNEP in April 20 10, within the 
framework of the 'Phase IV of the Male Declaration on Control and 
Prevention of Air Pollution and its Likely Trans-boundary Effects for 
outh Asia'. 

Vnder the 1\-10U SACEPwill carry out the following tasks. 

Assist in conducting the fe asibility study on the 

establi shment of spec iali zed regional cen ters 

Assist in conducting the feasibility study on developing 

a regional fra mework such as convention on air 

pollution in South Asia 

Compile a Report on the implementation of the Male 

Declaration for the Governing Council of SACEP in 

consultation and consensus with the Male Declaration 

Secretariat 

In collabo ra tion with the Male Declaration 

Se c r e tariat, present th e progress in th e 

implementation of the Male Declaration to the SACEP 

GOVerning Council. 

Compile good practices for the reduction of air 

pollu tion in South Asia. 

At the 12''' Governing Council of SACEP which was held in Colombo, 
Sri Lallka fro m 1- 3 November 20 I0, the Ministers of Environment 
<.'1 Icouraged and re-endorsed the activities of Male Declara tion. 

Further to this the Second Meeting of the Task Force on Future 
Development of M.ale Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and its Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia was held 
on 29-30 November 2010, in Colombo, Sr i Lanka in cC'Ilaboration 
with SACEP. The meeting was attend x l by lhe Task Force members 
from the participating counlries of Mate Declaration (Banglaclesh, 
Bhutan , India, Iran_ Maldives, Nepu l, Pakistan and Sri Lanka» swell 
as the Resource Persons from various ins titutes involved in this 
prog ramme. (SACEP, Sf!, SDPI, U IF, t NEP. RRC.AP). 

The following items were discussed in de tail; 

a) 	 Review of the document on Sustainable Financial 
Mechanism for M.ale Declaration 

b) 	 Detailed Outline and Progress on the Feasibility Report on 
Strengthening the Framework on Air Pollution Reduction in 
SoulhAsia 

c) 	 The Feasibility Study on the Establishment of Regional 
Centres 

Further the Male Secretariat presented the Work Plan of the Male 

Declaration for 201] , and it was endorsed by the Task Force to he 

submitted to the IG 12 for its review and approval. 

Symposium o n Sea Turtle Biology and Conse rvation 


The 30"' Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation 

convened by the Inlernational Sea Turtle Society was held from 27 ­

29 April 2010 in Goa, India. SACEP was a co-partner in organizing 

the Symposium in collaboration with the International Sea Turtle 

Society and the !nd ian insti tu te of Science in Bangalore. 

This important gathering brought together around 700 participants 

from 70 countries around the world for promoting the exchange of 

information that advances the global knowledge of sea tUftle 

conservation. 

A South Asia lvtini Symposium, was he ld on 26'" April 2010 where 

representatives of member states, NGO and Academia sectors came 

together to discuss the present situation and how lo come up with a 

united regional response to sea turtle conservation in the sub region. 

In this regard the role that can be played by SACEP/SASP as an 

intergovernmental partner was also discussed. 

An important event that took place at this mini symposium was the 

signing of the Indian Ocean and South East Asia (JOSEA) Marine 

Turtle MoV by the Government of Maldives, which made all five 

member states of the South Asian Seas Programme (SASP), parties to 

this multilateral 
agreement established 
under the auspicious 
of Bonn Convention on 
Migratory Species. 

SACEP/SASP plans to 
play more active role in 
turtle conservation 
activities in the region 
in the future and is 
looking at th e 
possibilities o f 
conducting a sub­
region a l meeting to 
e n han c e the 
knowledge on how to 
conserve this highly 
threatened mig ratory 
species. 

http:NEP.RRC.AP
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Clean Fuels and Vehicles 
Ensure that all pol icies, programllh,'s and taxes are 
harmonised 10 el imina te negative ~igl1a l s tha L promote 

Understa nding the strong linka~es between emissions of air 
poll utan t:; and srcenhouse gases and its connection to Global 
warming and climate change, 

Commend ing the South Asian countries' efforts to successfully phase 
Ollt leaded gasoli nc and the ,~ignificant steps taken by individual 
coun tries to improve fu I quality and vehicle standards, 

Considering that the introduction of cleaner fuels along with 
policies Li nd pro~~rammes for more efficien t vehicles would 
minimize the a ir pollution in the rc ion, 

Reco.gniz in2, lilat air pollution takes a high toll Oll the health , 
cnvironment and tconomies of South Asian c ulllries, .wd tha t the 
transp r t sector is one f the sources responsible fo r rapidly 
increasing emissions, 

Mindfu l that political and technologica l solut ions exist and have 
provell the ir >ffectiveness in many places around the world and that 
it is necessary 10 provide fillancial support and transfer of 
tecllnology I ) lile devel ping countr ies like South Asia's 

DEc IDE: 

Promote low Sulphllrfuds within Countries of the South Asia 
reg ion: 

,/ Work towards an ultimate goal for the region to be 
lOppm Sulphur in fuel , with the intermediary goal of 
50ppm Sulphur; 

,/ 	 Develop a road map, with a timeframe, on the necessary 
steps to achieve these goals, including refinery upg rades 
(where appropriate), and changes in regulations 
governing fuel quality, emission standards and vehicle 
fuel economy etc; 

,/ Deve lop an innovative and strategi c finan c ial 
mechanism, and incremental funding throug h bilateral 
/ multi-lateral aid; 

,/ 	 Each country to develop clean development mechanism 
and to promote public-private partnership in order to 
promote cleaner fuels and vehicles; 

dir t iel' fuel and vehicles; 

,/ 	 SACEP countries 10 eventu ally harJl11J1 ise fu e l and 
vehicle standards across the re9,i n; 

2, 	 Promo te clean vehicles within Countries of the SOllth Asia 
reg ion: 

,/ 	 Devdop a policy, or update an existing polic . on the 
importat iOll (If $ccoll,1 hand vehicles; 

,/ 	 Ensure tha t the vehicle fleet wl1hin the 'o ll nt!'y me 'ts 
ever- tightening sta ndards with regards La age and / or 
emissions, fuel efficiency etc; 

,/ 	 Est;; blish an inspec tion pro~~ramme linked to emission 
standards of in-country vehicles, as well as ensuring that 
import eci vehicles mee t certa in rcqtl irel11cnts (bu.ed 0 11 age 
and / or technology, such as catalytic converters etc); 

3. 	 Promote clean transport systems wit h111 Countries of the South 
Asia region: 

Develop a holistic transport policy that promotes public 
and non- motorised transport; 

Establish a platform for coordinatin~ the different 
government departments and agenc ies that are involved 
in transport or in issues [hat impac t transport; 

Ensure that a ll transport and road related projects 
include fund s and space to provide faciliti es and 
infras tructure for non-motorised, people-fri end ly 
transport (sidewalks, protected bike la nes, bicycle 
rickshaw lanes etc), as recommended by UNEP's Share 
the Road programme; 

Initiate awareness raising for public support of clean 
transport ini tiatives; 

4, 	 SACEP to create platforms for technical assistance and capacity 
building between countries, through technica l meetings and 
case studies, in which countries can share best prac tices and 
advances in research and development, thus contribut ing to 
regional advancement as well as deve lopment and adoplio'n of 
new fuel and vehicle technologies. 

5. 	 SACEP to facilitate promotion and enhance transfer of 
technology an ong member countries and from developed 
countries as well. 

Environme ntally Sustainable Transport (EST) 


With the rapid urbanization and economic development in the 

Asian region, urban transportation has already become one of the 

prominent environmental issues that are contribu ting to both 

local and global environmental concerns. While bringing economic 

benefits, transport activity causes many ne:~ative environmental 

impacts which include greenhouse gas emissions, local air 

pollution, water pollution, negative impacts on bio-diversity due to 

pollution and habitat losses, etc. The existing information on 

Asian cities and various research outputs rc-cndorses the fact 

that issues in the transport sec tor need special atten lion In 

order to realise the environmental sustainability of c ities, 

The Asian Environmentally Sustainab le Transport (EST) initiative is a 

joint initiative of l NeRD and the M inistry of the Environment Japan 

which aims to b uild a 

commo n und erstanding 

across Asia on the essential 

elements of EST and the 

need for an integrated 

ap proacb at loca l and 

national level to deal with 

the multi - sec t o ral 

environment and transport issues, 
Contd. Page 7 
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Under this initiative, the 1st Regional EST forum, held in Aichi, Japan 

in 2005 resulted in the Aichi Statement. This statement provided a 

basis for the participating countries to regularly report upon 

progress in reaching the objectives.   In 2007 SACEP signed a MoU 

with UNCRD to promote Environmentally Sustainable Transport in 
ththe South Asian Region.  At the 4  Regional Environmentally 

Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum held from 24 - 26 February 

2009 in Seoul, Korea, SACEP member states adopted the Seoul 

Statement on EST which highlighted the need for regional efforts 

towards win-win solutions that capture co-benefit consideration in 

addressing sustainable transport and climate changes.

thThe 5  Regional EST forum with the new theme “A new Decade in 

the Sustainable Transport” was held in August 2010 in Bangkok, 

Thailand where SACEP and  its  all member  countries  participated.

With the objective of demonstrating the renewed interest and 

commitment of Asian countries towards realizing a promising decade 

(2010-2020) of sustainable actions and measures for achieving safe, 

secure, affordable, efficient, and people and environmentally friendly 

transport in rapidly urbanizing Asia, the participating countries 

including the SACEP member countries discussed and agreed on a 

goodwill declaration — “Bangkok Declaration for 2020 – Sustainable 

Transport Goals for 2010-2020”

As  a way forward to this initiative SACEP & UNCRD agreed to 

organize a Regional Training Workshop for South Asia as the first 

phase and this will be followed by National Training programmes in 

SACEP member countries. 

Contd. from Page 1

Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV) ..........

One of the objectives of the PCFV is to assist developing countries in 

developing action plans to complete the global elimination of leaded 

gasoline and start to phase down sulphur in diesel and gasoline fuels, 

concurrent with adopting cleaner vehicle requirements. 

It is evident that many of the major cities of South Asian countries 

are facing the problem of vehicular air pollution. Vehicles, both 

gasoline and diesel, emit significant quantities of nitrogen oxides, 

sulphur oxides,  particles, carbon  monoxide, and  hydrocarbons. 

The number of vehicles  in the  cities of  South  Asia  has  seen a 

rapid increase in the last ten years. In Delhi alone, the vehicular 

population has increased around tenfold in 20 years and accounts 

for more than 60 per cent of the particulate pollution. Especially 

two-wheelers  and  diesel  driven heavy  trucks  are a  significant 

source  of  urban  air  pollution.  These  pollutants can be reduced 

by using lower-sulphur and lead-free fuels and by introducing the 

new vehicle technologies and emission control devices that require 

such fuels. 

SACEP became a partner of the PCFV in 2008 with the view of 

assisting its member countries to build their capacity in the areas 
thconcerned.  SACEP participated at the 7  Global Partnership Meeting 

of PCFV held from 28 - 30 April 2009 in Szentendre, Hungary which 

was fully funded by UNEP.  As a result of  this forum SACEP secured 

funds from UNEP to organize a Capacity Building Regional Workshop 

for Senior Officials of South Asia.  A MoU was signed between SACEP 

and UNEP-PCFV to conduct a two day workshop in Colombo, Sri 

Lanka  on 22 - 23 March 2010.

This was an ideal opportunity to discuss and develop a future activity 

plan with regard to PCFV in the region.   At the end of the workshop, 

there were a number of recommendations made by the country 

representatives for SACEP to implement.

These recommendations were considered and incorporated to the 

work programme 2010 – 2011 which was also adopted as a 

Ministerial Resolution at the 12GC-SACEP.   

Page 7
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International Coastal Clean-up Day 


In the [l1 te rnational Lllvi m nmcnl Ca lendar for each yea r, Snlurday 
L,f 3'" week of September m:a KS the Intanntio nal Coas ta l Clean -up 
Day. where events arc or~~:mizcd to make t1 c p ubl ic aware of the 
~r wing p roblem of debr i - accumulated in coastal a reas. Lit te r such 
<1$ plastic ba~s, soda cans and broke n ,~l a ss are s low to ctq;rude. 
Stuchcs have Sh LlWll that m arine deb ris threa tens OW I- 263 differe nt 
species of ma rillc and coasta l w ild life thrL)u~:;h eJ1 t..m,glc l1w nI . 
smothering and in te r ference wilh d isestive sys tems. It is a prohlcm 
that not o nly du mages a lI I' marine a nd CLx lstni ecos 'stems, but a lso 
uffec ls the coas tiillou ri, m a nd public heil11l! . 

In 198G, Ihe Ocean Conse rvancy, an NCO ran its first Coasta l Clean­
up evellt in Texas, USA nlld in later years became the co orciinatiJl$ 
agency fo r the in terna lional Coas la l Clenn -II j1, he lping to sp read the 
concept 10 na ti li S u m ullcl the wo rld. Ve:tr 2 ") 10, cd ebrat os Ihe 25'" 
yea r of the In te rnational Coas ta l Clean- up Day. 

The Inle rnati o ll:t l Cuast,tl l !cn ll lip engages peoplc 10 re move tr ash 
and debri, rro m the world 's bead lcs anJ waterways, 10 ident ify the 
~o u rceso l debr is ilnd to c!I.ll1gc thc bdwvil' u J's that ca U$C pollu tion. 

Since 2l~(l8 , SACEP has bee n organizing many ac tivi ties to 
C,1111ll1emoralt: the C,)astal Clean- up Day. In 200~) , Si\CEP :lllct Indian 
Coast Gllan ijoinlly orsan i7.ed the 've nt in Chennai, Ind ia . 

SACEP ill ('( Ilabura tio n with L S Embassy in Colombo and i\1in ist ry of 
£:n ' ironment, Gl vct'l1luent of Sri La nka ol'?,<111izccl !he beach cIca tl -l1jJ 
pro~~ram l11 e for yeilJ" 20 ll) on Sa tu rday the 2 5" 1of Septembe r a t H 

selec ted bench st re ich in Nc' omb l, Sri l.a nka . O n 2 4 '" Sep tember 
20 10 , un awareness programme was organ ized for tht' partiCipati ng 
school child ren o n the importance of mainl:1 i ni n~l, a dea n beach . 

More than GOO school children a nd peop le; Ih.1/l1 hotel indu stry 
contribu ted towards [hi s ac tivi ty. 

I International Day of Biodiversity 

World Oceans Day - 8 June 

The United Nations General Assembly has declared from 2009, tha t 
8 June would be designated as the " World Oceans Day" (resolution 
63 / 111 , parag raph 171). The theme of the inaugural observance 
of the World Oceans Day by the Un ited Na tions is "Our Oc ans, Our 
Responsibility" . 

UN requested SACF.P as the Secretariat of Ui EP's Regional Seas 
Programme for the South Asian Seas Region to organise events top 
bring awareness of importance of the ocean. The oceans are 
essential to food security and the health and survival of all life, 
power our clima te and are a cri tical part of the biosphere. 

As a first at te mpt SACEP took the message of "A Clean Beach - A 
Tourist Haven" for sustainable tourism. SACEP in collaboration 
with Sri Lanka Tourist Board organised a Mini Workshop for the ir 
officials to convey the message on the im portance to protect and 
conserve marine environment and in fu ture will extend to our 
South Asian Seas member countries such as Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives and Pakistan.. 

At this Workshop SA EP presented to the aug ust gathering the 
efforts taken by fo undation for Environmental Education (FEE) 

Denmark, with their flagship programme on Blue Flag to certify 
beaches. 

This was an effort to bring tourism Industry and environment 

together for a common cause. 

SACEP jointly with the M inislry of Envi rollment, Sr i Lanka and the 
University of Wayamba, Sri Lanka organ ized all aware ness seminar 
in various issues of Biodiversity on 2 1" May 2010 at the Wayamba 
University. A mango festival was also ors an il.ed to clem nstrate the 
imparlance of conserving biodiversity towards society's weH being. 
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