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Particulate matter exposure: India
ahead of China

IANS | Feb 22, 2016, 10.12 PM IST B = A A+

EW DELHI: For the
first time this century,

the average
particulate matter
exposure is higher in India than
China, a Greenpeace analysis of
Nasa satellite data on
particulate matter has said.

"China's strong measures to
curb pollution have contributed
to the biggest year-on-year air

According to the World Health Qrganization, ndia is home to 13 out

of 20 most polluted cities in the world wi.. Read More qua”t‘-_.,.r imprqve ment on record:
while in contrast, India's
pollution levels continued a decade-long increase to reach the highest level on

record," a statement from Greenpeace on Monday said.

According to the World Health Organization (WHQO), India is home to 13 out of 20
most polluted cities in the world with deteriorating air pollution levels during past
decade, particularly in north India, the statement said.

Greenpeace, in its National Air Quality Index ranking report, revealed that as many
as 15 of the 17 Indian cities with NAQI stations showed levels of air pollution that far
exceeded the prescribed Indian standards.

The report also revealed that 23 of the 32 stations across India are showing more
than 70 per cent more than the national standards of air pollution, putting public
health at risk.

The statement said a robust system to curb air pollution in public domain is needed
in India.

"In China, for instance, the particulate pollution levels rose an estimated 20 percent
between 2005 and 2011. However, after adopting a comprehensive National Action
Plan in 2013 with strong policies and stricter enforcement, China's particulate trend
started bending, as 2015 witnessed a fall of 15 percent as compared to 2014," the
statement said.

India's National Air Quality Index network, with 39 operating stations as of writing,
compares poorly with the 1,500 stations in China. The satellite images until 2005
showed India's pollution, while serious, was lot lower than eastern China's.

In 2015, India particulate mater pollution stands
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Plant as many trees as possible, average rate of two percent over the past decade.
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long term and interim targets and action plans.
The air pollution crisis is an opportunity to test
India's emergency response plan and design
coordinated action for a 'Clean Air Nation'," said Sunil Dahiya, campaigner,

Greenpeace India.

Talking on the India-China pollution scenario, Lauri Myllyvirta, air pollution specialist
with Greenpeace East Asia, said: "China is an example of how determined policies
and tougher enforcement can turn the tide on air pollution to people's benefit. The
Indian government needs to have plans to avoid the same disastrous health impact
due air pollution has had in China."
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Plant as many trees as possible, request folks to plant trees if they have a yard, however
they can certainly plant shrubs efc. in pots and keep them on roof tops or yards.

Make mass transportation possible, it should be cheap enough, so folks will think twice to
use their vehicle. Every bit will help clean the air.
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Ventilation "paths" to tackle smog in
Beijing

Reuters | Feb 21, 2016, 10.39 AM IST
EIJING: Authorities in

Beijing plan to
develop a network of
ventilation "corridors”

tn haln taclkle the citv'es

to help tackle the city's
sy - notorious air pollution, China's
state news agency Xinhua
reported on Sunday.
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There will be five large corridors that will be more than 500 metres

which will be created by

connecting parks, rivers, lakes,
(0.3 miles) wide and several smaller ones. (AP Photo) highwayg and low bu”ding
blocks, will be strictly controlled
and obstacles to air flow will be removed over time, Xinhua cited Wang Fei, deputy

head of Beijing's urban planning committee, as saying.

There will be five large corridors that will be more than 500 metres (0.3 miles) wide
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