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“We found there is an attraction between the
Linl(ed mﬂ mucilage of cactus and arsenic,” says Norma
Alcantar, Ph.D. "The mucilage also attracts
sediments, bacteria and other contaminants. It
captures these substances and forms a large mass
or 'floc' that sort of looks like cotton candy. For
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drinking water. Alcantar was first introduced to this process by her Mexican grandmother who
described using boiled prickly pear cactus to capture particles in sediment-laced dirty water. The
sediments sank, and the water at the top of the bucket became clear and drinkable.
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