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Nuclear Disarmament Treaty Adopted Without Nuclear States

Posted by News Editor in At Risk, Latest News, RSS cn July 8, 2017 6:22 am / N0 convments

NEW YORK, New York, July 7, 2017 (ENS) - Despite the absence of all nine nuclear-weapons states,
countries meeting at a United Nations conference in New York Friday adopted the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the first multilateral legally-binding agreement for nuclear disarmament
to have been negotiated in 20 years.

"The treaty represents an important step
and contribution towards the common
aspirations of a world without nuclear
weapons,” the spokesperson for UN
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres said
following its adoption.

"The Secretary-General hopes that this new
treaty will promote inclusive dialogue and
renewed international cooperation aimed at
achieving the long overdue objective of
nuclear disarmament,” said spokesperson
Stéphane Dujarric.

U.S. nuclear weapons test at the Nevada Test Site,
1953 (Photo by U.S. Government)

The treaty was adopted by a vote of 122 in
favor to one against (Netherlands), with one
abstention (Singapore).

It prohibits a full range of nuclear-weapon-related activities, such as undertaking to develop, test,
produce, manufacture, acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices, as well as the use or threat of use of these weapons.

"We feel emotional because we are responding to the hopes and dreams of the present and future
generations,” said Ambassador Elayne Whyte Gomez of Costa Rica, who serves as the president of the
conference that negotiated the treaty in response to a mandate given by the UN General Assembly.
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She told a news conference at UN
Headguarters that with the treaty the world
is "one step closer” to a total elimination of
nuclear weapons.

The treaty will be open for signature to all
countries at UN Headguarters in New York on
September 20, 2017, and enter into force 90
days after it has been ratified by at least 50
countries.

Howewver, a number of countries stayved out
of the negotiations, including the United
States, Russia and other nuclear-weapon
States, as well as many of their allies.

P
Elayne Whyte Gomez, of Costa Rica, President of the
United Nations conference to negotiate a legally-
binding treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, briefs
journalists as the conference concludes, July 7, 2017

In a joint press statement issued today, the {Photo by Eskinder Debebe courtesy UN)
delegations of the United States, United

Kingdom and France said they "have not
taken part in the negotiation of the treaty._. and do not intend to sign, ratify or ever become party to it.”

Morth Korea did not join the talks either

"This initiative clearly disregards the realities of the international security environment,” they stated.
"Accession to the ban treaty is incompatible with the policy of nuclear deterrence, which has been
essential to keeping the peace in Europe and Morth Asia for over 70 years.”

In response to guestions on the joint statement, Whyte Gdmez said that when the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, NPT, was adopted decades ago, it did not enjoy a large number of
acCcessions.

Opened for signature in 19468, the Non-Proliferation Treaty entered into force in 1970. Then in 1995, the
treaty was extended indefinitely. A total of 191 States have joined the treaty, including the five nuclear-
weapon states that are the permanent members of the UN Security Council - China, France, Russia, the
United Kingdom and the United States.

In the beginning, it was unimaginable that those States would be parties to the NPT, she said. "But the
world changes and the circumstances change.”

She said that survivors of nuclear bombs, the hibakusha, have been the driving force in the creation of
the nuclear weapons prohibition treaty. The experiences they have been sharing "touch the human
soul,” she said, adding that the negotiations were a "combination of reason and heart.”
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