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China to refuse foreign waste in a bid for cleaner air

+ Asia, Worldwide, Carbon Reduction, Policy, Sustainable Energy

China
growing commitment to sustainability. On
July 18th, the Asian nation announced to
the World Trade Organization (WTQ) that
it would no longer be importing foreign
garbage shipments.

continues to demonstrate its

China has for a long time been a key importer
of foreign waste. According to data provided
by international news agency Reuters, last
wear China accounted for 56 percent of global
waste plastics imports, valued at $3.7 billion.

The import ban is a bid to clean China's
polluted air and prohibits imports of plastic,
paper, slag, waste wool, ash and cotton.

WTO claims that 92 percent of the global popultation is now breathing unhealthy polluted air, and China is top of the

list.

In December 2016 the country's capital city, Beijing, was on red alert, it's most severe wamning.

According to the Reuters report, China's WTO filing said ‘large amounts of dirty wastes are mixed in solid waste that
can be used as raw materials, which pollutes China's environment’- China's smog-illed air is a very serious health

hazard, and the waste imports play a role in polluting this air.

According to WTO, air pollution is the cause of 6 million premature deaths annually, and China alone saw 1.1 million

air pollution related deaths in 2015,

China's rapid development has meant that clean air standards have suffered dramatically, as poor management of

waste has led to toxic waterways.

This is not the first time that China has put a ban on waste imports, however it is the first time that Chinese

president, Xi Jinping, has officially announced it.

For the latest Climate Action Mews, sign up to our newsletter here.
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= Obama targets energy security and promotes biofuels

= Negotiations with an unwavering China limit COP16 progress

= Foreign governments help China map out plans for climate change
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World’s 1st combined hydroelectric &
solar power plant now operational

. Jdzonian — What makes even more sense is
the combination of hydro, solar and wind.
Solar and wind largely complement each .

Pittsburgh to aim for 100% renewable
energy by 2035

Justin — So, next time a wind farm is
. proposed along the Allegheny Front, there
will be hundreds upon hundreds of Sierra ...

Paraguay to pass renewable energy law
this year
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Robert — This is about the most retarded
. thing | have ever seen. Paraguay already has
one of the cleanest energy profiles in the ..

Wave power’s share of global electricity
demand to reach 10% by 2050

The-News-Skeptic — Won't the winners of the
il extremely ambitious U5, DOE "Wave Energy
Prize' contest, make completely obsolete ..
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Climate Action and UNEFR are delighted to present
the 10th anniversary edition of the official Climate
Action report for COP22, Marrakech, Morocco.
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Did you hear that the world's 15t combined
hydroelectric & solar power plant went live last
week? bit.ly2ulgztD
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